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10th - 14th November 2025

Headteacher's Message

Dear Parents and Carers,

On Sunday Chorley held its annual Remembrance Ceremony in Astley Park. This was, as ever, a 
wonderful community event; thank you to all of our staff and pupils who attended and represented 
Parklands in a variety of ways. There is more information, and some photographs, later in this bulletin.

This week several of our pupils also attended Chorley Library as part of their role in judging the 
Lancashire Book of The Year. We are delighted to have been chosen for another year to be a part of 
this prestigious event. The children are actively involved in the judging process, and they take their role 
very seriously. They read all of the shortlisted books and choose their favourites for the award. We are 
always delighted to be involved, and it is another element of our focus on the importance and value of 
reading.

Today is Children In Need, and we are holding our fundraising events next Friday. It will be a 
non-uniform day for all pupils and the suggested donation is £1. Next Tuesday is Year 8 Respect Day; 
the focus for this day is Personal Responsibility.
Regards,

Mrs. Batson
Headteacher
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Anti-Bullying Week

Throughout this week forms have been having discussions on the topic of anti-bullying, specifically on 
the theme of using ‘Power for Good’. Each form has discussed ways in which they can use the power 
they have to positively impact other people, leading to a wonderful turnout for Positive Noticing Day! 
On Wednesday, students were given the opportunity to write positive comments to give to other 
students and wear them with pride.

Year 8 will have a Respect day next week about ‘Personal Responsibility’. 

They will do sessions about how to recognise and protect themselves from financial harm online, the 
danger of vaping, respectful relationships and the law around their own online behaviour. 
All materials used in these sessions will be available in your child’s Secure Google classroom at the 
end of the day if you wish to use them to start discussions with your child about any of these subjects. 
There will also be information about where you or your child can get help about any of these topics.

Year 11 

Hopefully, you’ve seen the Year 11 tracker that the pupils received this week. Every pupil has met with 
their HAL to discuss, and I also met with several students who have made an excellent start to Year 
11, achieving 100% attendance and perfect 3 BfL scores.
A reminder that you can view all tracker reports on Edulink under the 'Documents' section. We are 
now in a crucial half term, with the Mock Exams starting on 3rd December. This week’s assembly 
highlighted the importance of thorough preparation for these key exams.
Our morning and after-school tuition programme has begun for selected pupils, and the quiet revision 
space in A11 is open every Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday from 3:00–4:00 pm.

Kind regards,
Mr Metcalf
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Key Dates - November and December 2025

● Thursday 20th November – Year 8 Tracker Report home
● Friday 21st November – Children in Need Non-Uniform Day
● Thursday 27th November – KS4 Presentation Evening for our 2025 leavers, 6:00–7:30pm
● Friday 28th November – Cheerleaders Christmas Party, 6:00pm
● Tuesday 2nd December – KS3 Reading Evening, 5:30–6:30pm (more information to follow)
● Wednesday 3rd December – Flu Vaccinations (Years 7–11) and Year 11 Mock Exams begin
● Thursday 11th December – Year 7 Christmas Disco
● Friday 12th December – Christmas Jumper Day
● Tuesday 16th December – Year 11 Mock Exams finish
● Thursday 18th December – Year 7 Christmas Cinema Reward Trip and Years 8–11 Christmas 

Trip to the Trafford Centre.
● Friday 19th December – It’s CHRISTMAS! School finishes at 1:00pm

School reopens Tuesday 6th January for pupils.

School Menus

To see our school menus, please click here. Next week will be week 3.

Y9, Y10 and Y11 same day detentions

Please be aware that if your child should receive a BfL 1 or 0 they will be required to serve a same day 
detention after school from 3pm until 3.30pm. We hope this sanction may lead to an improved focus and 
better behaviour in lessons. We will endeavour to notify you by text message should your child need to 
attend the detention, however please be aware this may not always be possible depending on the time of 
day. For example, if your child receives a 1 or 0 during their P5 lesson we may not be able to notify you 
ahead of picking your child up at the end of the day. You can also monitor your child’s BFL on the EduLink 
app under the ‘Attendance’ section.
Thank you for your ongoing support.

Could Your Child be Eligible for Free School Meals?

Check eligibility and apply via Lancashire County Council:
Free School Meals - Lancashire County Council Lancashire.gov.uk
If you do apply, please also email Miss Rhodes (Assistant Head) srhodes@parklandsacademy.co.uk

PP Funding
Dear Parents and Guardians,
If your child qualifies for PP funding, you have been emailed the link to a survey. Please complete at your 
earliest convenience. Thank you to all who have completed this so far.

Miss Rhodes (Assistant Head)

https://files.schudio.com/parklandshighschool/files/School%20Information/menu_sep_25.pptx.pdf
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/?page=3&utm_source=chatgpt.com
mailto:srhodes@parklandsacademy.co.uk
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Free School Meals and Pupil Premium

From January 2026, the school will be updating the trip subsidy for students eligible for Free School 
Meals (FSM) or the Pupil Premium (PP) grant.

We are proud to offer a generous subsidy for trips, much higher than many other schools, but to ensure it 
remains sustainable, the annual allowance per student will change as follows:

● FSM students: Reducing to £150 per academic year
● PP (non-FSM) students: Reducing to £100 per academic year

Important Details:
● Reward trips will remain 50% subsidised for both FSM and PP students.
● Curriculum trips that are compulsory as part of the course will continue to be fully funded.

Why this Change is Necessary:
● Adjusting the allowance enables us to support more students and offer a wider variety of trips.
● By reducing the allowance, we can maintain the quality of our trips year after year.
● This change also helps us adapt our interventions and provide alternative forms of support for our 

students.

Action for Outstanding Deposits:
If your child has a planned trip and the deposit has not yet been paid, please ensure it is submitted by 31 
December 2025. Deposits not received by this date will be subject to the new allowance rates in 2026

For any questions about trip funding or your child’s allowance, please contact 
pupilpremium@parklandsacademy.co.uk
Miss Rhodes
Pupil Premium Lead/Assistant Headteacher

Is Your Child a Young Carer?

If you think your child may have young carer responsibilities, or if you’d like to make us aware, please get 
in touch.
Please email Miss Rhodes (Assistant Head) srhodes@parklandsacademy.co.uk with the following 
information:

● Child’s name
● Year group
● Who they care for
● How frequently they provide care
● Anything else you would like us to know

While young carer status does not come with additional funding, it does ensure your child is recognised 
and supported in school.

mailto:pupilpremium@parklandsacademy.co.uk


Attendance

Weekly Attendance Update

As part of our ongoing commitment to fostering a positive and successful learning environment at 
Parklands, we would like to provide you with an update on the overall attendance across the school. 
Regular attendance is essential for student success, and we want to share important information 
regarding current trends, key attendance goals and ways we can work together to support all of our 
students.

We currently have 388 students who have 100% attendance so far this year. If your child is one of 
these students please congratulate them and continue to encourage their attendance, it is a great 
achievement.

Students are expected to be in the school building at 8:25am, heading to form at 8:30am and be in 
form by 8:35am. If they are arriving between 8:35am and 9:15am for any reason they need to enter 
through the pupil entrance and be signed in at the Top Office.

House This week % This year %

ANZ 93.8% 93.9%

ASA 94.8% 95%

EUR 95.5% 95.1%

SAM 94.2% 94.9%

AFR 95.1% 95%

Totals % 94.7% 94.7%



Attendance
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Perfect 3s
Excellent Behaviour for Learning goes hand in hand with achievement.  It is an excellent indicator of how 
your child is performing in lessons.  Who’s had the Perfect 3 since we’ve been back?

Year 7: 119 pupils to date
Year 8: 93 pupils to date
Year 9: 96 pupils to date
Year 10: 101 students to date
Year 11: 88 students to date
All: 497 students

Please congratulate your child if they have the Perfect 3.  All BfL scores can be seen in the 
Edulink app.

Students, please click the link to see what clubs, trips and activities are happening in school
Parklands Bulletin

How many had the perfect 3 in the 
previous week?

Year 7: 164 
Year 8: 148
Year 9: 144

Year 10: 151
Year 11: 158

All: 765

How many pupils have a BfL score of 
2.99 - 3?

           Year 7: 174
Year 8: 135
Year 9: 139

Year 10: 130
Year 11: 141

All:  719

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRNcPQ9Uf3S72S-RahELuO0CKiM6CzV71nJzqOj0LcY4W2mTjGIfL_JOMoUPq9pEKI02V9COxI5aSfB/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000


Learning Support

Learning Support - Every Minute Counts: The Importance of Being in Lessons

We want every student to make the most of their learning time. Even a few minutes missed from each
lesson can quickly add up and have a big impact on progress.
For example, if a child misses just 5 minutes from every lesson each day, that adds up to around 4 
hours
of learning lost every week. Some students are missing as much as 16 minutes per day as they are
arriving late and/or leaving early. That's the equivalent of over 7 hours of learning time lost every 
week.
We fully appreciate that sometimes students need time to reset, reflect, or take a short break and 
these
moments are important for wellbeing. However, we also want to highlight just how valuable lesson 
time is.
Every minute spent in the classroom contributes to a stronger understanding, better progress, and 
greater
confidence in learning.
It is our job to work together to make sure our students are present, ready, and making the most of 
every
learning opportunity.
Ms Williams
SENCo

Weekly Learning Support Board - please click here 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1BObN3_3BsqAJQ5r9-i6kL59I0wfsqNqwx_vYgnAoQow/edit?slide=id.g7711429be5_0_0#slide=id.g7711429be5_0_0
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Remembrance events

On Sunday morning, our head students, together with Miss Partington 
and Miss Sullivan, joined other local high schools for the Remembrance 
commemoration. It was a moving service, reminding us of the importance 
of honouring those who have served their country. Our students 
represented the school with pride, and it was wonderful to see so many 
current and former pupils taking part in the parade and in attendance.

On Monday, students in Years 7–10 took part in the 
Remembrance Assembly. This year’s focus was on the important 
role animals have played in times of conflict. Ms Lewis Brown 
shared the remarkable story of Wojtek, a brown bear who 
“served” alongside Polish troops during the Second World War. 
Miss Partington also explained the significance of the purple 
poppy and why remembrance holds a special place in our school 
community.

On Tuesday morning, Year 11 students attended their 
Remembrance Assembly. At 11 a.m., Miss Partington and her Year 7 
class laid a wreath in the school’s Remembrance Garden. All pupils 
across the school observed a minute’s silence in their lessons, as 
they had done during the assemblies, to honour those who have 
served and sacrificed.
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Bingo Night

This Week in KS3 Religious Studies

Welcome back! This week in KS3 RS, our students have had a fantastic start, continuing 
to explore some big questions and ideas. To help spark meaningful conversations at 
home, here are some discussion questions you might like to explore with your child:

Year 7 – Ultimate Questions
● What do you already know about Hinduism?
● What does Hinduism teach about the origins of the universe?
● What evidence supports these beliefs?

Year 8 – Prejudice and Discrimination
● What do Christianity and Islam teach about equality?
● Why might religious people feel strongly against racism?
● How should religious people respond to racism?

Year 9 – Human Rights and Social Justice
● Who is Malala Yousafzai, and why is she such an important figure?
● Which other famous people have campaigned for social justice, and what did 

            they do?
● How can we take inspiration from these people to make a difference in our own 

communities?



Christmas Reward Trip Years 8, 9, 10 & 11



Christmas Reward Trip Year 7



Christmas Reward Trip Year 7

Dear Parents and Carers,

To celebrate and recognise the good behaviour, effort, and achievements of our Year 7
students this Autumn term, we are delighted to offer a trip to Reel Cinema in Chorley to
watch the Christmas movie - Home Alone.

Date: Wednesday 17th December 2025
Cost: £5 per student. For pupils in receipt of Pupil Premium the cost will be £2.50

This payment covers cinema ticket only. Students may wish to bring additional spending
money for popcorn or sweets.
Timings:
● Depart school at approximately 2:00 pm for a 3:00 pm start of the film
● Please collect your child from Reel Cinema at 5:00 pm or alternatively if they usually
walk home, they may do so.

Dress code:
Students may come to school in appropriate non-school uniform for the day.

Payment details:

● Deadline for payment: 3:00pm on Friday 12th December 2025
● Payment link: https://www.scopay.com/parklands-lancashire
● Please note: Payments are non-refundable.
● By making payment, you are providing consent for your child to attend the trip.
● Please ensure your child’s medical information on Edulink is up to date. If you need to
update details, email: admin@parklandsacademy.co.uk
● Your child’s place will only be secured once payment has been received.
● If you require online payment login details, please email your child’s name and form
to: admin@parklandsacademy.co.uk

There are 160 places available, and the trip will close once all places are filled.

Eligibility criteria:
As this is a trip organised through staff goodwill, it is open to students who have shown
consistent good attendance, behaviour, effort, and progress.
We will use the Points system to determine eligibility. Students can earn up to 8 points
during the Autumn term, and will need at least 6 points to qualify for the trip.

mailto:admin@parklandsacademy.co.uk


Christmas Reward Trip Year 7 cont’d….

Each criterion is measured for both Autumn half-                              Maximum 8 points
terms

Behaviour expectations:
This trip is designed to be an enjoyable reward, but safety and conduct remain our top
Priorities.

We ask that you remind your child of the importance of respectful and responsible
behaviour throughout the trip.
The school reserves the right to withdraw a student’s place at any point up to and including
the day of the trip if behaviour, attitude, or attendance do not meet expectations. We
appreciate your full support in this matter.

We look forward to what promises to be a fun and memorable afternoon for our students.
Warm regards,
The House Achievement Leaders

Criteria Requirement Points

Behaviour for Learning (BfL) 2.95 or above 1

Attendance 95% or higher 1

Lates 0 1

Social Strikes 0 1
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Shine for Sally

The Parklands KS3 & KS4 Dance Teams will be performing at Shine for Sally, a special charity 
fundraising evening held in loving memory of Sally Cornes, who sadly passed away while she was in 
Year 9 at Parklands.

This will be a wonderful evening of song and dance, celebrating Sally’s life and spirit through the 
talents of our pupils, alongside performers from Gillies Mar-Jan Stage School and Curtain Call Theatre 
School.

The event promises to be uplifting, moving, and suitable for the whole family.

Come along, show your support, and help us raise funds for two fantastic causes — Derian House 
Children’s Hospice and Milly’s Smiles — as we come together to shine for Sally.



Careers

Click here for career news

As always, lots of really useful information in Career News. There are a few college open events 
coming up, then that’s it until after Christmas, and some colleges close their application windows in 
January as interviews start then. Please have a look at ‘The Ultimate Guide to College Applications’, 
available on the school website (click here), for answers to all your questions and instant links to 
college application sites.
There’s also news of apprenticeship schemes at Tesco and Dunelm; webinars with industry 
professionals via InvestIn Education; an essay competition; virtual work experience opportunities; 
medical and dental conferences and work experience with Medic Mentor; a residential medical/dental 
summer school with Keele University; a taster day for high achieving maths students at LUSoM - and 
of course, career of the week, inspired this week by the visit by John Lee of PNECET to talk to 
students about the sports diplomas they offer. Happy reading!

https://files.schudio.com/parklandshighschool/files/Careers/AUTUMN_2025_Issue_9.pdf
https://files.schudio.com/parklandshighschool/files/Careers/The_ultimate_guide_to_college_applications.pdf
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🎄 Reindeer Run for Derian House 🎄

After school on Monday 15th December, we will be walking to Derian House Children’s Hospice in 
Astley Village and back to help raise money and awareness for this wonderful charity. Everyone will be 
wearing festive reindeer antlers and spreading plenty of Christmas cheer along the way! Each 
participant will also receive a little Christmas treat.The cost to take part is £2.50, which should be paid 
via Scopay by Monday 1st December.Thank you for your support in helping us make a difference this 
Christmas!
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