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Learning Challenge Week
Principal's Message

Dear Parents and Carers,

This week has been Learning Challenge Week, and it has been absolutely brilliant. The pupils and staff 
have had a wonderful week on a wide variety of challenges. It was lovely to see so many visitors in 
school today, and the pupils enjoyed showing off their projects to them. We also raise money for a 
range of charities through learning Challenge Week; we will count up the money and give the grand 
total next week. Next week’s bulletin will contain lots more information and photos from the week. 

Last night was the annual charity Staff vs ex-Year 11 football match. After a tense 90 minutes the score 
was 4-4, so the final all came down to penalties. After some impressive saves, the staff just about 
edged ahead and were the winners. 

Next week is the final week of term before we break for the summer holidays and as we approach the 
last week of the academic year we are often asked if we are winding down, that is certainly not the case 
at Parklands. Next week will be packed with end of year events. All pupils will need to be back in full 
school uniform and will need all their usual equipment. It will be lessons and learning as usual on 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday morning. After that the week varies:

● Wednesday afternoon - The Big Picnic. A wonderful whole school event with every form sharing 
a picnic. We ask everyone to contribute by bringing in items for the picnic and sharing their food 
together. There will be an ice cream van in school on the day. Payment for ice creams must be 
cash or card only. Payments cannot be made via SCOpay or Apple Pay.

● Thursday - Blackpool Pleasure Beach trip or in-school themed day. Those attending the trip will 
need to follow the guidance provided. Pupils who are not attending the trip must attend school, 
in full uniform. We will be having an alternative to the usual timetable with an Olympics themed 
day.

● Friday - end of year assembly, where we will announce attendance prize winners, and also the 
winners of the fiercely contested House Shield. 

Regards,

Mrs.Batson

Principal
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Work Experience 2024 

Year 10 have spent this week out in the ‘real-world’ on their work experience. Students have secured 
placements this year in a wide range of employment areas, from cafes, salons, shops and trades to 
accountants, engineering firms, NHS placements, landscaping, environmental roles and more. 

Students have travelled to work in Manchester, Liverpool and London - one student has even spent 
the week in Germany working on the Eurofighter project. Work experience can be an incredibly 
valuable part of year 10 if placements are well thought-out and relevant to students' interests. In many 
cases they result in weekend jobs or offers of apprenticeships, we have also seen several students go 
on to secure full-time careers as a result of the contacts made during the week. Well done to all of 
Year 10!

Feedback from employers has been overwhelmingly positive and we will use this, and pictures like the 
one at the NHS Life centre (below) to run assemblies and raise the profile of the week for next year’s 
cohort.

Blackpool Pleasure Beach trip:

Pupils may come to school in appropriate non uniform on this day. Please ensure that if it's hot 
they have plenty to drink and apply suncream. Please Remember, that  Pleasure Beach is a 
cashless attraction, with all shops & restaurants accepting credit or debit cards only. We appreciate 
that not all
pupils will have access to a debit or credit card. Therefore upon arrival pupils will be able to upload 
cash to a pre-paid Pleasure beach Card, which can then be used at units across the park. (Please 
note this not accepted at Burger King)

The coach will leave school at 9:30 and return at approximately 7:00pm. Please arrange to collect 
your child at the advised time.
When collecting your child, please do not park in the school bus bay area or in the turning space on
Glamis Drive, as this leaves no spaces for the buses to turn. Please also do not park at the top end of 
Southport Road as we will need enough space for 7 coaches.
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Weekly Learning Support Board - please click here

Students, please click the link to see what clubs, trips and activities are happening in school
Parklands Bulletin

Territory of the week

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1sBgfo0SnoVZ1i_hGH37BHOAFUCRg1ZxICfO2znXS1BI/edit#slide=id.g7711429be5_0_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRNcPQ9Uf3S72S-RahELuO0CKiM6CzV71nJzqOj0LcY4W2mTjGIfL_JOMoUPq9pEKI02V9COxI5aSfB/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
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Refugee Week ‘Home’ house competition

A huge well done to everybody who entered a poem or piece of art into the Refugee Week ‘Home’ 
house competition. I am delighted with the standard of entry this year and the best ones have been 
compiled into this wonderful online book. Please take a look!

Mrs Donohue

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1smJcwg8rOTvxLgKquQCJ9cVyEPYNaibR/view?usp=sharing

LCW - Bring it on challenge

The Bring it on challenge students were flying high for Derian House Children's Hospice this week. 
Attending Cheerleading workshops, selling American sweets,  making homemade bracelets, rings, 
phone charms and baking goods all to raise money as part of Derians £50 challenge. The current 
figure raised is over £600 tbc next week! 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1smJcwg8rOTvxLgKquQCJ9cVyEPYNaibR/view?usp=sharing
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LCW 2024 I’m a Parklands Pupil Get Me Out Of Here....

This week the pupils were challenged to put themselves out of their comfort zone, and they all rose to 
the challenge. We started the week with team building activities, and then ,moved on to exploring the 
hidden gems of Astley Park. They ate weird and wonderful foods and picked critters out of gunk!

LCW Journalism group 

Please click here to read all about Learning Challenge Week 2024 from the journalism group.

https://sites.google.com/parklandsacademy.co.uk/learningchallenge2024/challenges/year-8-9-challenges
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Click here for the guide.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XKCj6g2yHJ6sxSYoPvS1PF2uMZQvcYQy/view?usp=sharing
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Click here for more information.

https://www.witherslackgroup.co.uk/campaigns/sen-summer-club/?utm_campaign=SEN%20Summer%20Club&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9hw4ImO8f3Yns2gsUMtlq2okXVlfaucwTlbba8-gqdGGq2JkCpnlaMRnMWchKeiyfIRyNZg35YNh3u0OMhqal7QrKZzB5PgENu5a4VeuuZTZFliJw&_hsmi=315944475&utm_content=315944475&utm_source=hs_email
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Click here to see What’s On - Chorley

Click here for events and things to do for families over the summer.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1osnISTf8FmNvSEuYh8zuzROwi_iVZ1VX/view?usp=sharing
http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/events
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Please get back involved. We have had lots of ticket sale disappear and we need to get them back up 
to 250 tickets

£1 a week, the weekly prize fund is currently at around £70 a week! There is a draw every week for 
Parklands and you are also entered in all of the bigger prizes.


