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Headteacher's Message

Dear parents and carers,

It has been lovely to welcome back all of our pupils and staff after the Summer Break. We have 
reminded all pupils of our expectations related to uniform, behaviour, and attendance. We appreciate 
your continued support with this as we return to our serious academic focus for another year. Overall 
pupils have been wonderful and have returned to us with the correct uniform and ready to work. In a 
small number of cases an area for continued focus will be make-up and jewellery and we would 
appreciate your help in ensuring that your children are upholding the standards of uniform that we 
expect. 

This year we have welcomed a number of new and returning staff members. These are:
● Mrs Kothia and Miss Law, who have both returned from maternity leave to curriculum leadership 

positions.
We have also welcomed some new staff:

● Mr Christie - Curriculum Leader for Business Studies; Teacher of Computing
● Mrs Butterworth and Mr Kalil - Maths Teachers
● Miss Taylor - Science Teacher
● Mr Chadwick - Returning Science Teacher
● Miss Aspinall - Learning Support Assistant
● Mr Herbane - Languages Teacher

In addition, Miss Rhodes has joined the Senior Leadership Team as Assistant Headteacher.

In addition to the return of all pupils to school, we held our welcome to Year 11 Evening on Wednesday 
night for parents and carers of Year 11 pupils. This event was the start of a busy year for Year 11 as 
they begin to prepare for their final GCSE exams.

Wednesday next week is our KS3 Home Study Evening. This event is open to parents and carers of all 
KS3 pupils and will provide information about our Home Study programme and will also provide 
valuable advice and strategies for supporting your child with their Home Study.

We look forward to another successful and exciting year for our Parklands Community.

Mrs. Batson
Headteacher
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Key Dates - September 2025

● Tuesday 9th September – Welcome to KS3 Home Study evening (more information to follow) 
Tuesday 9th September - Year 10 Review Day and Trackers will be sent home

● Friday 26th September – Macmillan Coffee Morning (more information to follow)

Y9 and Y10 same day detentions

Please be aware that if your child should receive a BfL 1 or 0 they will be required to serve a same 
day detention after school from 3pm until 3.30pm. We hope this sanction may lead to an improved 
focus and better behaviour in lessons. We will endeavour to notify you by text message should your 
child need to attend the detention however please be aware this may not always be possible 
depending on the time of day. For example, if your child receives a 1 or 0 during their P5 lesson we 
may not be able to notify you ahead of picking your child up at the end of the day. You can also 
monitor your child’s BFL on the EduLink app under the ‘Attendance’ section.

Thank you for your ongoing support.

Polite reminder - Dropping items off at reception

Parents and carers are welcome to drop off forgotten items at reception, however please note that we 
are not able to notify pupils to let them know an item has arrived. Due to the high volume of PE kits 
and equipment we receive throughout the school day this is not possible. However, pupils are 
regularly informed and reminded that if they realise they have forgotten something they are able to 
check at the office to see if an item has been dropped off, even if a parent/carer hasn’t been able to 
notify them prior. Pupils can continue to check throughout the day.

Please speak with your child to let them know that this is the protocol and therefore should they forget 
anything, they will know where to look.

Cashless systems - SCOPAY

To ensure smooth transactions that can be tracked and recorded for trips, food payments, uniform and 
more, we ask that payments are made online on SCOPAY wherever possible. We aim to reduce the 
amount of cash that is handled in school to improve efficiency and security. If you do not have a 
SCOPAY account, please email admin@parklandsacademy.co.uk stating your child’s full name, form 
group and year group and a SCOPAY link will be sent to you. If this link does not arrive in your inbox 
please check your junk box.

Lockers

We are currently allocating recently purchased lockers to pupils. Once allocated the key will either be 
sent out via form tutors or a message will be sent out to ask students to collect it from the office. Due 
to the volume this can take some time, so please don’t worry if your child hasn’t received their key yet. 
Please email admin@parklandsacademy.co.uk with any questions. 

mailto:admin@parklandsacademy.co.uk
mailto:admin@parklandsacademy.co.uk
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Year 11

Welcome back to school, and thank you to everyone who attended the ‘Welcome to Year 11’ evening 
last Wednesday. I hope the evening provided you with valuable information about the year ahead. If 
you were unable to attend, the key information is attached here.

I will be responsible for tracking and monitoring Year 11 pupils’ progress towards their GCSE exams, 
and for working with their House Achievement Leader to ensure we provide the right support for each 
pupil to achieve their best. We have a range of effective support and intervention plans that we will put 
in place throughout the year.

If you have any questions regarding academic performance at any point this year, please feel free to 
email me.

Kind regards,

Mr Metcalf
Assistant Headteacher
Year 11 Achievement Lead

This Week in KS3 Religious Studies

Welcome back to the new term! Each week, we will share three discussion questions for each year 
group so you can talk with your child about their current Religious Studies learning. This is a great way 
to engage with their thinking, explore their ideas, and support their understanding of key concepts.

Current Units:

● Year 7: Ultimate Questions – Is it possible to find answers to ultimate questions?
● Year 8: Prejudice and Discrimination – Why do people discriminate?
● Year 9: Human Rights and Social Justice – Do we still need human rights today?

This Week’s Questions – 

Year 7 (RS & why is matters)
● Why do we study Religious Studies at school?
● Where do religions originally come from?
● Why might RS matter for our lives outside of school?

Year 8 (Stereotyping)
● What is a stereotype, and why can it be harmful?
● Do you think everyone has unconscious prejudices?
● Can stereotypes ever be positive, or are they always negative?

Year 9 (Introduction to Sikhism)
● What do you already know about Sikhism?
● What are the 5 Ks in Sikhism, and why are they important?
● How does Sikhism compare to another religion you know?

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vrBF27amv5B_T8esiwFkQEk4aXGgOn8a/view?usp=sharing


Attendance

Weekly Attendance Update

As part of our ongoing commitment to fostering a positive and successful learning environment at 
Parklands, we would like to provide you with an update on the overall attendance across the school. 
Regular attendance is essential for student success, and we want to share important information 
regarding current trends, key attendance goals and ways we can work together to support all of our 
students.

We currently have 59 students who have 100% attendance so far this year. If your child is one of these 
students please congratulate them and continue to encourage their attendance, it is a great 
achievement.

  

Students are expected to be in the school building at 8:25am, heading to form at 8:30am and be in 
form by 8:35am. If they are arriving between 8:35am and 9:15am for any reason they need to enter 
through the pupil entrance and be signed in at the Top Office.

House This week % This year %

ANZ 97.1% 97.1%

ASA 97% 97%

EUR 96.8% 96.8%

SAM 96.6% 96.6%

AFR 97.9% 97.9%

Totals % 96.8% 96.8%
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Perfect 3s
Excellent Behaviour for Learning goes hand in hand with achievement.  It is an excellent indicator of how 
your child is performing in lessons.  Who’s had the Perfect 3 since we’ve been back?

Year 7: 212 pupils to date
Year 8: 198 pupils to date
Year 9: 208 pupils to date
Year 10: 212 students to date
Year 11: 188 students to date
All: 1018 students

Please congratulate your child if they have the Perfect 3.  All BfL scores can be seen in the 
Edulink app.

Students, please click the link to see what clubs, trips and activities are happening in school
Parklands Bulletin

Weekly Learning Support Board - please click here 

How many had the perfect 3 in the 
previous week?

Year 7: N/A
Year 8: N/A
Year 9: N/A

Year 10: N/A
Year11: N/A

All: N/A

How many pupils have a BfL score of 
2.99 - 3?

           Year 7: TBC
Year 8: TBC
Year 9: TBC

Year 10: TBC
Year 11: TBC

All:  TBC

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRNcPQ9Uf3S72S-RahELuO0CKiM6CzV71nJzqOj0LcY4W2mTjGIfL_JOMoUPq9pEKI02V9COxI5aSfB/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1NP-tujXKjAThwW6OJBiGxxKPoM_Y0UCaSCAc0F3o_Is/edit?slide=id.g7711429be5_0_0#slide=id.g7711429be5_0_0
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Welcome back to South America House!

It’s lovely to see both familiar faces and new ones around. The uniform and standards have been high 
during the first week, which is great to see – let’s keep it up!

Just a reminder that pupils need to be in their form rooms by 8:35am each morning.

There will be a South America House assembly next Thursday 11th September. Pupils should go 
straight to the hall where they will be registered.

All pupils should now have their Scopay code and logins. If you have any issues, please email me 
kburrill@parklandsacademy.co.uk or pop by the HALS office.

Thank you

Miss Burrill

Welcome back, Europe House!

I hope you've all had a fantastic summer break and are feeling refreshed and ready for the new school 
year.

A special welcome to our Year 7s, it's great to have you with us! You're now a part of Europe House, 
and we can't wait to see you get involved in school life.

To our Year 11s, good luck as you start your final year. It's an important one, and we're all here to 
support you in achieving your goals.

I'm really looking forward to a great year ahead, with everyone getting fully involved in our House 
competitions and showing your best behavior. 

Let's make this our best year yet!

Mrs Fox 

Europe House Achievement Leader

mailto:kburrill@parklandsacademy.co.uk
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🎉 We’re Winners of the Derian House Junior Challenge! 🎉

We’re delighted to share that, after raising an amazing £1,485.29 during Learning Challenge Week, 
we have won the Derian House Junior Challenge!

This year’s challenge brought together 20 school groups from across Lancashire and South Cumbria, 
each given the task of turning a single £50 note into as much as possible for Derian House Children’s 
Hospice.

The results were nothing short of inspiring — through creativity, teamwork, and determination, the 
students collectively raised over £7,500 in support of their local children’s hospice. 

We are incredibly proud of our pupils, grateful to everyone who supported us, and thrilled to have 
made such a meaningful difference #PROUDTOBEPARKLANDS
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PE Update week beginning 2nd September 2025

Welcome back to the start of a new school year! All PE extra curricular clubs will officially start next 
week! We always get a fantastic turn out for our clubs and look forward to the year ahead.  We have 
something on almost every night after school. There is no need to sign up just look at the extra 
curricular timetable, choose an activity, bring a kit and attend!  This half term we have

● Boys Football - Y7 Monday. Y8/9 Thursday Y10/11 Tuesday. 
● Girls Football - All years Friday 
● Netball -  , Y8-11 Monday, Y7-9 Tuesday, Y7-11 Thursday
● GCSE Handball -  Friday 
● Rugby - all years Thursday 
● Cheerleading - teams are split into key stage 3 and key stage 4 and train.

 Y7,8,9 Thursday, Y10/11 Tuesday
● Pom Dance - Y7 Monday, Y8/9 Thursday, Y10/11 Tuesday
● Dance -  Y7 Monday, Y8/9 Wednesday, Y10/11 Thursday.
●
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Macmillan Coffee Morning

Our Macmillan Coffee Morning  is happening on Friday, 26th September. More information to follow.
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Ski Trip 2027

The deadline to sign up has been extended to Friday 12th September.

Menu



Careers

Click here for career news.

For those of you who are new to Parklands, Career News is the weekly magazine covering all aspects 
of careers here at Parklands. In this week’s issue, you will find details of open events at local colleges 
and training providers; virtual work experience opportunities in the medical, business and finance 
fields; online courses that pupils can complete in their own time; advice and guidance; apprenticeship 
vacancies; career of the week and much more.

Dates for the Diary: 

Preston College open evening  Wednesday 1 October from 4pm - 7pm
Wigan & Leigh open evening Monday 6 October from 4.30pm - 7pm
Bolton Sixth Form open evening Wednesday 8 October from 5pm - 8pm

Keep an eye out for further college open dates and for the Careers Calendar - coming soon.
Year 11 will be making applications to colleges after the half term break, as interviews will start in 
January. They will have a number of assemblies and advice sessions about this, so please don’t panic 
- nobody will miss out.

https://files.schudio.com/parklandshighschool/files/Careers/AUTUMN_2025_Issue_1.pdf
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