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20th October - 24th October 2025

Headteacher's Message

Dear Parents and Carers,

This week we held our Year 11 family Revision evening. It was great to see so many families here with 
their Year 11s to learn about the most effective ways to revise for their upcoming mock exams. We are 
planning to hold a similar evening for Year 10s later in the year to support their revision for their end of 
year exams.

Last night we also held our Year 7 Transition Evening, where parents and carers of our Year 7s were 
able to speak to their child’s Form Tutor about how they are settling in to life at Parklands.

I would like to make you aware of a change to the canteen offering after half term. We have noticed that 
many pupils are making unhealthy choices at the canteen, particularly regarding buying multiple high 
sugar items (e.g. cookies, cakes, flapjacks, jellies). Some pupils choose sugary snacks only for the 
whole day, and do not buy a meal during the day. In order to support our pupils to make healthier 
choices, we have spoken to the pupils in assemblies this week about the dangers of consuming 
excessive sugar, and about the amount of added sugar which is contained in many of their favourite 
snacks. We have also spoken to them about the impact that this high sugar diet can have on their 
concentration and behaviour in lessons. As an additional supportive measure, pupils will no longer be 
allowed to buy more than one high sugar item per day in the school canteen. I would also ask for your 
support by reminding your children that fizzy drinks are not allowed to be brought to school, and also by 
discouraging them from bringing sweets and biscuits to school to consume during the school day. We 
hope that this will help all of our pupils to make healthier choices throughout their day.

Today we finish for our October Half term Break. I hope that all of our pupils, staff, and their families 
have a wonderful break and I look forward to seeing everyone back in school and ready to learn on the 
10th of November.

Regards,

Mrs. Batson
Headteacher
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Key Dates - November and December 2025

● Friday 24th October – School closes at 3:00pm for half term
● Monday 10th November – School reopens
● Tuesday 11th November – Year 11 Review Day and first Year 11 Tracker
● Thursday 13th November – Year 7, 9, and 10 Behaviour for Learning Reports home
● Thursday 20th November – Year 8 Tracker Report home
● Friday 21st November – Children in Need Non-Uniform Day
● Thursday 27th November – KS4 Presentation Evening for our 2025 leavers, 6:00–7:30pm
● Friday 28th November – Cheerleaders Christmas Party, 6:00pm
● Tuesday 2nd December – KS3 Reading Evening, 5:30–6:30pm (more information to follow)
● Wednesday 3rd December – Flu Vaccinations (Years 7–11) and Year 11 Mock Exams begin
● Thursday 11th December – Year 7 Christmas Disco
● Friday 12th December – Christmas Jumper Day
● Tuesday 16th December – Year 11 Mock Exams finish
● Thursday 18th December – Year 7 Christmas Cinema Reward Trip and Years 8–11 Christmas 

Trip to the Trafford Centre.
● Friday 19th December – It’s CHRISTMAS! School finishes at 1:00pm

School reopens Tuesday 6th January for pupils.

Applications

REMINDER - Applications to secondary schools close at 11:59 pm on the 31st October. Everyone must 
apply for a high school regardless of whether you have another child at Parklands or your child attends 
one of the feeder primaries. 

Once the deadline of the 31st October has passed your application will be considered as late and will go 
to the bottom of the list, regardless of your child's category on the admissions policy. 
If you have any questions regarding this, please email shaslam@parklandsacademy.co.uk

Dental Practice

Jones Dental Practice in Chorley are currently offering NHS dental registration to new under 16 patients, 
this means increased access to dental care for children.

If you are interested please email pm@jonesdentalpractice.co.uk and they will be happy to arrange an 
appointment.

School Menus

To see our school menus, please click here. Next week will be week 2.

mailto:shaslam@parklandsacademy.co.uk
https://files.schudio.com/parklandshighschool/files/School%20Information/menu_sep_25.pptx.pdf
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Learning Support - Every Minute Counts: The Importance of Being in Lessons

We want every student to make the most of their learning time. Even a few minutes missed from each 
lesson can quickly add up and have a big impact on progress.
For example, if a child misses just 5 minutes from every lesson each day, that adds up to around 4 hours 
of learning lost every week. Some students are missing as much as 16 minutes per day as they are 
arriving late and/or leaving early. That's the equivalent of over 7 hours of learning time lost every week.
We fully appreciate that sometimes students need time to reset, reflect, or take a short break and these 
moments are important for wellbeing. However, we also want to highlight just how valuable lesson time is. 
Every minute spent in the classroom contributes to a stronger understanding, better progress, and greater 
confidence in learning.
It is our job to work together to make sure our students are present, ready, and making the most of every 
learning opportunity.
Ms Williams
SENCo

Year 11

Thank you for attending the revision evening. The information shared will be emailed out, along with a 
video explaining everything in more detail. I hope pupils enjoy their half term break and begin planning 
their revision for the mock exams in December. Consistency is key, revising little and often will make a 
real difference to their grades.

Kind regards,

Mr Metcalf

Y9, Y10 and Y11 same day detentions

Please be aware that if your child should receive a BfL 1 or 0 they will be required to serve a same day 
detention after school from 3pm until 3.30pm. We hope this sanction may lead to an improved focus and 
better behaviour in lessons. We will endeavour to notify you by text message should your child need to 
attend the detention, however please be aware this may not always be possible depending on the time of 
day. For example, if your child receives a 1 or 0 during their P5 lesson we may not be able to notify you 
ahead of picking your child up at the end of the day. You can also monitor your child’s BFL on the EduLink 
app under the ‘Attendance’ section.
Thank you for your ongoing support.

Could Your Child be Eligible for Free School Meals?

Check eligibility and apply via Lancashire County Council:
Free School Meals - Lancashire County Council Lancashire.gov.uk
If you do apply, please also email Miss Rhodes (Assistant Head) srhodes@parklandsacademy.co.uk

Free Hoodies

We have a large amount of free PE hoodies available in all sizes,  any pupil can come and collect one 
from the PE office, we have many without initials but when these run out we can offer pre-loved hoodies 
that have initials on. 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/?page=3&utm_source=chatgpt.com
mailto:srhodes@parklandsacademy.co.uk
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PP Funding
Dear Parents and Guardians,
If your child qualifies for PP funding, you have been emailed the link to a survey. Please complete at your 
earliest convenience. Thank you to all who have completed this so far.

Miss Rhodes (Assistant Head)

Is Your Child a Young Carer?
If you think your child may have young carer responsibilities, or if you’d like to make us aware, please get 
in touch.
Please email Miss Rhodes (Assistant Head) srhodes@parklandsacademy.co.uk with the following 
information:

● Child’s name
● Year group
● Who they care for
● How frequently they provide care
● Anything else you would like us to know

While young carer status does not come with additional funding, it does ensure your child is recognised 
and supported in school.

This Week in KS3 Religious Studies

As we wrap up an amazing term in RS, our students have been reflecting on some big questions and how 
they connect to the world around us. To spark a few meaningful conversations at home, here are some 
discussion questions you might like to explore together:

Year 7 (Ultimate Questions)
What do you already know about Christianity?
Why might Christians find comfort in believing in God?
What do Christians believe about the creation of the universe?

Year 8 (Prejudice and Discrimination)
What do Christianity and Islam teach about equality?
Why might religious people feel strongly against racism?
How should religious people respond to racism today?

Year 9 (Human Rights and Social Justice)
Who is Malala Yousafzai, and why is she such an important figure?
Which other famous people have campaigned for social justice, and what did they do?
How can we take inspiration from these people to make a difference in our own 
communities?

Have a great half term!

- From RS



Attendance

Weekly Attendance Update

As part of our ongoing commitment to fostering a positive and successful learning environment at 
Parklands, we would like to provide you with an update on the overall attendance across the school. 
Regular attendance is essential for student success, and we want to share important information 
regarding current trends, key attendance goals and ways we can work together to support all of our 
students.

We currently have 424 students who have 100% attendance so far this year. If your child is one of 
these students please congratulate them and continue to encourage their attendance, it is a great 
achievement.

Students are expected to be in the school building at 8:25am, heading to form at 8:30am and be in 
form by 8:35am. If they are arriving between 8:35am and 9:15am for any reason they need to enter 
through the pupil entrance and be signed in at the Top Office.

House This week % This year %

ANZ 88.4% 93.9%

ASA 92.6% 95%

EUR 92.3% 95%

SAM 92.9% 95%

AFR 93.4% 94.9%

Totals % 91.9% 94.7%



Attendance
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Perfect 3s
Excellent Behaviour for Learning goes hand in hand with achievement.  It is an excellent indicator of how 
your child is performing in lessons.  Who’s had the Perfect 3 since we’ve been back?

Year 7: 126 pupils to date
Year 8: 94  pupils to date
Year 9: 99  pupils to date
Year 10: 104  students to date
Year 11: 90 students to date
All: 513 students

Please congratulate your child if they have the Perfect 3.  All BfL scores can be seen in the 
Edulink app.

Students, please click the link to see what clubs, trips and activities are happening in school
Parklands Bulletin

Weekly Learning Support Board - please click here 

How many had the perfect 3 in the 
previous week?

Year 7: 175 
Year 8: 152
Year 9: 148

Year 10: 149
Year 11: 156

All: 780

How many pupils have a BfL score of 
2.99 - 3?

           Year 7: 178
Year 8: 134
Year 9: 140

Year 10: 128
Year 11: 141

All:  721

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRNcPQ9Uf3S72S-RahELuO0CKiM6CzV71nJzqOj0LcY4W2mTjGIfL_JOMoUPq9pEKI02V9COxI5aSfB/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1uyx3tgNL9KQEqV6rdVC4WqzQ5fQleuFPZM244Pn50do/edit?slide=id.g7711429be5_0_0#slide=id.g7711429be5_0_0


Head Pupil Team

Hello and welcome to the very first Head Pupil’s Message!

So far, we’ve delivered two assemblies focused on character 
virtues and the opportunities available here at Parklands. 
We’re also pleased to announce that prefect applications for 
Year 9 and 10 have been reopened for those who did not apply 
on the 1st round. 
Thank you for your support, and have a fantastic weekend!

From

Adam (on behalf of the Head Pupil Team)

We’re excited to introduce your new 
Head Pupil team Adam, Barney, 
Jenny and Bella.

Over the past few weeks, we’ve 
been working hard to make sure 
every student’s voice is heard. 
That’s why we’ve created a new 
email address:
yourvoice@parklandsacademy.co.uk 
so you can share your thoughts, 
ideas, and suggestions with us 
directly.
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Europe House

As we reach the end of a busy and successful half term, I would like to wish everyone in Europe 
House a well-deserved break! You have all worked incredibly hard, shown great teamwork, and 
represented our house values brilliantly. 

Enjoy your time off, recharge, and come back ready for another exciting half term ahead.

Well done, Europe House, I'm very proud of you!

Bingo Night
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Year 10 Visit to Manchester Metropolitan University

On Wednesday, ten Year 10 students had the opportunity to visit the university, ask questions about 
student finance and student life, and take a tour of the campus. The visit was a great success!

Year 7 Reward

200+ of our Year 7 students enjoyed a breakfast, karaoke, Just Dance and Bingo reward this morning!

A very, very small number of students did not take part due to their Behaviour for Learning over recent 
weeks.  We appreciate your continued support with our processes, so if this applies to your child, 
please take a moment to discuss their recent BfL with them.

Wishing you all a wonderful half-term break.

Miss Rhodes
(Assistant Headteacher: Year 7 & 8 Achievement Lead)
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Shine for Sally

The Parklands KS3 & KS4 Dance Teams will be performing at Shine for Sally, a special charity 
fundraising evening held in loving memory of Sally Cornes, who sadly passed away while she was in 
Year 9 at Parklands.

This will be a wonderful evening of song and dance, celebrating Sally’s life and spirit through the 
talents of our pupils, alongside performers from Gillies Mar-Jan Stage School and Curtain Call Theatre 
School.

The event promises to be uplifting, moving, and suitable for the whole family.

Come along, show your support, and help us raise funds for two fantastic causes — Derian House 
Children’s Hospice and Milly’s Smiles — as we come together to shine for Sally.
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PE Update week beginning 20th October 2025

A very busy week in the PE department! Remember everyone is welcome to come and try clubs we 
offer. We have something on almost every night after school. There is no need to sign up just look at 
the extra curricular timetable, choose an activity, bring a kit and attend! 

  

Y7 Boys Football Lancashire Cup  7 a side at home. 
The team played against Southlands, Holy Cross and 
Darwen Daca. Another stellar performance coming a 
close 2nd to a very strong Holy Cross team. 
Well done!  

Y8 Boys Football  at home against Southlands. A 
very wet afternoon of football! The team displayed 
some great skills with plenty to work on in practice. 
Well done. 

Y9 Boys Football away at Southlands.  
Another wet afternoon match. Some good 
teamwork on display with an unfortunate 
loss. Well done. 

Y10 Boys Football at home against 
Southlands. Well played! What a match! The 
team played fantastic and ended with a 4-2 win! 
Well done

Y11 Boys Football away at Southlands. 
While our 11’s may have lost 2-1 we were 
extremely happy with their performance. 
Well played! 
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Results are in from our recent house competitions, well done everyone for participating this half term! 
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Careers

Click here for career news

Steven Gerrard Academy Experience Day - Monday 27th October at Bamber Bridge Leisure 
Centre
Train with professional coaches, sample the elite standard football programme, meet tutors and learn 
about the education pathways available. Bring football boots, sports kit and plenty of water.
Click here to register 

Final open days are coming up for many colleges - don’t miss the chance to look around colleges, talk 
to staff and students and really see if a college is the right choice for you. Don’t forget, interviews start 
in January and pupils must apply to at least TWO by Christmas (first choice and back up option!)

If you have heard talk of the new ‘V Levels’ from the current government - please note that this will not 
affect courses being chosen by Year 11s. There will be a consultation phase before any new 
qualifications are rolled out (probably up to 2027)

https://files.schudio.com/parklandshighschool/files/Careers/AUTUMN_2025_Issue_8.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeeBtaPl7j5UtXjaTM9w48KKXJSBC2E16jZUSgYd7agT15Lsg/viewform


Careers

Lots of useful information in the half term edition of Career News. There are lots of apprenticeship 
options; medical, dental and allied health conferences and work experience opportunities; open events 
at various colleges, sixth forms and training providers; weekend career programmes; special interest 
clubs; videos and podcasts; virtual work experience offers; career of the week and much more!

The Ultimate Guide to College Applications is available on the school website and features 
frequently asked questions about college and apprenticeship applications, plus direct links to the 
relevant application pages on each website, saving you hours of scrolling through websites, looking for 
the right section!

CLICK HERE TO ACCESS

https://files.schudio.com/parklandshighschool/files/Careers/The_ultimate_guide_to_college_applications.pdf
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Fortnite 

Fortnite continues to reign supreme in the gaming world, drawing in millions of players with its bold 
graphics, fast-paced action and constant stream of new content. This guide looks at the latest 
developments in the game – such as themed updates, crossover characters and limited-edition 
cosmetics – and what they mean for young players and the adults who support them. It also unpacks 
some of the key online safety risks associated with Fortnite. With in-game purchases, cross-platform 
communication and regular seasonal updates creating an ‘always on’ experience, it’s vital that trusted 
adults understand how to help children and young people enjoy the game without being exposed to 
unnecessary risks. Click here to view.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kyt2AL5L737b-tSwAlT43QIjk-crMXvo/view?usp=sharing
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Compass Bloom

Compass Bloom is in school weekly for students, if you think your child would benefit from these 
services scan the QR code and fill out the form, someone will then be in touch to discuss the course. 
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Family Hub Chorley

This is running on the 2nd Thursday of every month (9th Oct, 13th Nov, 11th Dec), 9am till 12 noon, at 
Inspire Youth Zone Chorley.
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