
PARKLANDS BULLETIN
Week 1     

24th - 28th February 2025

Headteacher's Message

Dear parents and carers,

This week hundreds of our pupils (and some staff!) have been performing in the annual dance show. I 
attended on Wednesday and it was lovely to see so many pupils performing on stage, and also to see 
so many of their friends and families in the audience supporting them. The show is always one of the 
highlights of the school calendar and this year is no exception. Tonight is the final night and I’m sure it 
will be a spectacular finale!

This is the last full half term before for Year 11 before their exams begin, and they are very busy with 
lessons and revision in these very important final weeks. Some of Year 11 have also been busy this 
week with their Food and Nutrition NEAs - there have been some amazing smells coming from the 
kitchens, where pupils have planned, prepared, and cooked full menus for their GCSE qualifications.

Year 9 have also been introduced this week to the specialisms process, as they will soon be making 
important choices about which subjects to specialise in for Years 10 and 11. The Specialisms Evening 
for pupils and their families will take place on Thursday 20th March from 6.00 - 7.30. Information will be 
sent to Year 9 parents and carers with more information.

Next Thursday is Year 8 Progress Evening, and this will be held in school. Thank you to those of you 
who filled in the survey about Progress Evenings; we will be providing feedback from the survey in the 
coming weeks. 

Next Friday is our annual Careers Fair for years 9, 10, and 11. At the fair we will have representatives 
from many local businesses, the Public Services, the Armed Forces, Universities, Colleges, and 
Apprenticeship providers. Pupils will have the opportunity to collect information and speak to staff about 
opportunities for future careers. It is always a really useful day for pupils to find out information to help 
them to make their important choices for their futures. 

This has been a very busy and full first week back - the half term holiday already seems like a long time 
ago!

Regards,

Mrs. Batson
Headteacher



Key Dates

Key Dates 

March

● 6th March - Y8 Progress Evening in school - Appointments to be made via SchoolCloud when 
released

● 7th March - Careers Fair for Y9,10 and 11

● 20th March - Y9 Specialisms evening 6:00-7:30 pm in school

● 21st March - Comic Relief Day - more information to follow

● 25th March - Parent Forum 6pm

● 27th March - Iftar Evening

Year 11 Revision Timetable

Week beginning 3rd March is a week 2 and nearly all revision sessions are up and running now unless 
the subjects have coursework to complete.

Please still check details with the individual teachers/subjects regarding available sessions.



Whole School Messages

Ramadan Update

Friday 28th February marks the beginning of Ramadan, a significant month for many of our students 
and families.

To support students during this time, we have put the following measures in place:

● Form Time materials to help all students understand the significance of Ramadan.
● Increased staff awareness of the challenges some students may face.
● Additional prayer spaces available at lunchtime and after school.
● Iftar Evening – Thursday 27th March (6pm - 7:30pm). Tickets will be available soon. Food 

donations for this event are very welcome.
● Student-led fundraising events throughout the month in support of Islamic Relief – more 

details to follow.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Miss Rhodes at 
srhodes@parklandsacademy.co.uk. 

Ramadan Mubarak to all who are celebrating!

KS3 Religious Studies: Exploring Abrahamic Religions

This term, KS3 students have been exploring the rich traditions and beliefs of the Abrahamic religions. 
To deepen their understanding, students can reflect on and discuss the following questions at home:

Year 7: Judaism

● What is Shabbat, and why is it important for Jews?
● How is Shabbat celebrated?

Year 8: The History of Christianity

● What were the reasons for the Great Schism in 1054?
● How did the split impact Christianity?

Year 9: An Introduction to Islam

● What is a mosque, and why is it important for Muslims?
● What happens inside a mosque?

Extra Challenge: Students in Years 8 and 9 are encouraged to test their knowledge by answering 
questions from the earlier year groups.

mailto:srhodes@parklandsacademy.co.uk


Attendance

Dear Parents/Guardians,

I hope this message finds you well. My name is Miss Swarbrick, 
and I am excited to introduce myself as the new Attendance 
Manager for Parklands. I look forward to working with you and 
your children going forward.

As Attendance Manager I will be the point of contact for any 
attendance-related questions or concerns. I am here to assist with 
absences, punctuality, and any related matters to ensure students 
are fully engaged and receiving the best and most consistent 
education possible.

Please do not hesitate to reach out if you have any questions or 
need assistance. I look forward to working with you to support 
your child’s success.

Warm regards,
Miss S Swarbrick
Attendance Manager 
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Perfect 3s
Excellent Behaviour for Learning goes hand in hand with achievement.  It is an excellent indicator of 
how your child is performing in lessons.  Who’s had the Perfect 3 since we’ve been back?

Year 7:  61 pupils to date
Year 8: 58 pupils to date
Year 9: 48 pupils to date
Year 10: 55 students to date
Year 11:  50 students to date
All: 272 students

Please congratulate your child if they have the Perfect 3.  All BfL scores can be seen in the 
Edulink app.

Students, please click the link to see what clubs, trips and activities are happening in school
Parklands Bulletin

Weekly Learning Support Board - please click here 

How many had the perfect 3 in the 
previous week?

Year 7: 146 pupils
Year 8: 149 pupils
Year 9: 115 pupils

Year 10: 148 students
Year 11: 121 students

All: 679 students

How many pupils have a BfL score of 
2.99 - 3?

      Year 7: 147 pupils
Year 8: 121 pupils
Year 9: 97 pupils

Year 10: 129 students
Year 11: 95 students

All:  589 students

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRNcPQ9Uf3S72S-RahELuO0CKiM6CzV71nJzqOj0LcY4W2mTjGIfL_JOMoUPq9pEKI02V9COxI5aSfB/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UuZgi89VNcqME3mGTVa5uJUu41e76yG5J1cx4qF8Bqc/edit#slide=id.g7711429be5_0_0


Whole School Messages

PE Update week beginning 24th February 2025

A busy week back after half term with our annual dance show and basketball/handball season upon 
us!  As the weather is still cold pupils can wear base layers UNDER their PE kit if they wish.  Lessons 
outside will still continue unless it is unsafe to do so. Remember, there is no need to sign up just look 
at the extra curricular timetable, choose an activity, bring a kit and attend! 

Dancing Through Life Dance Show - What a week! It's that time of year again when the countless 
hours of practice,  dance routines and dazzling costumes are finally put together to perform our 
legendary annual dance show. Pupils from year 7 to year 11 have auditioned and choreographed 
routines or singing performances to earn their spot in the show. We have performances  from soloists, 
duets, dance teams, PE class dances all showing incredible commitment and talent. 
The week started with two full dress and tech rehearsals on Monday and Tuesday ensuring all 
routines ran smoothly. Wednesday was opening night and what a night it was followed by an even 
better night on Thursday! We still have the afternoon matinee and Friday evening performance to go 
and I’m sure they will be even better with a SOLD OUT Friday evening! 
The cast have been truly fantastic this year with so much talent on display on stage but also they have 
been a true credit to the school and their parents as their behaviour backstage has been exemplary! 
The atmosphere has been truly magic and we hope pupils will remember this in years to come. 
A massive thanks to the music department, especially Mr Penkith and all of the tech crew who made 
sure all of the mics were on, lights were shining and the song list was played (in the right order!) The 
prefects, the Peru Crew who volunteered to help with refreshments and all the staff who volunteered 
their time to help! We couldn’t have done it without all of the help of staff and pupils who give up their 
own time to help create dances, sew costumes, run rehearsals, sell tickets, help with refreshments 
etc.  so THANK YOU! 
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Year 9 Chorley District Basketball Tournament - the 
squad played teams from St Michaels, Holy Cross and 
Southlands. After a nail biting competition the boys 
secured 2nd place. Well done!

Year 11 Chorley District  
Handball Tournament -  Their 
last ever Handball competition 
representing Parklands. The 

team played some very strong 
teams showing some great skill 

and tactics. After some great 
attacking plays and some nail 

biting defending it was all down 
to the last match…a great game 
but unfortunately it ended in a 
loss. HOWEVER they secured 
second place. Well done. We 

are very proud of you. 

Ski Trip Italy - Over the February half term Miss 
Marr, Miss Sullivan and Mr Cross took some of 
our students on the ski trip to Pila, in the Aosta 
Valley, Italy. It was a wonderful week filled with 
skiing and lots of fun apres ski activities too. 
Many of our students were beginners who had 
never skied before and they all made great 
progress, as did our more experienced skiers 
who finished the week trying out some black 
runs! We had many wonderful comments from 
members of the public,and the Interski staff, 
about the conduct of our students and we were 
really proud of them.
The ski trip runs every two years and the next one 
will be open to students currently in years 7, 8 & 9 
soon. If you would like to register your interest in 
attending the next one, please email Miss Marr at 
gmarr@parklandsacademy.co.uk to ensure you 
are sent the information as soon as we have 
details from the tour operator. 

mailto:gmarr@parklandsacademy.co.uk
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Vacancies

Click here for more details.

https://aspirationalfutures.face-ed.co.uk/Vacancies/Detail?campaignRef=SCH-AFM-0025
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Theatre Shows

We are thrilled to share that three of our pupils, past and present, are starring in the below 
productions ‘Jamie’ at the Grand Theatre in Blackpool and ‘The Witches of Eastwick’ at the Horwich 
Amateur Theatre Society. Seb Holbert, Ebony Williams and Jake Newns are joining the cast of 
Jamie with Seb Holbert starring as the lead character, and Ebony Williams and Mrs Sullivan Brown 
are starring in ‘The Witches of Eastwick’.  We wish them all luck for these fantastic shows.

Click here for 
the Jamie 
poster

Click here for 
the Witches 
poster

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bVBXyU86YNFhn9wZ8QakmwwthkVj9MrZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uDLt8KrVCC5ovYtMC1rB6hG7lNgiPVo8/view?usp=sharing
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Theatre Shows



Careers

Click here for career news

Lots of great opportunities in this week’s Career News. There are webinars, work experience 
placements, apprenticeship vacancies, competitions, challenges and much more.

https://files.schudio.com/parklandshighschool/files/documents/SPRING_25_Issue_6.pdf


Careers

College interviews in school w/c 10th March: Preston, Wigan & Leigh and Runshaw. If anyone has not 
yet applied and would like to do so, please see Miss Berry as soon as possible so you can be added 
to the interview schedules. Deadlines have already passed for some colleges, with others rapidly 
approaching.  Even if you intend to take up an apprenticeship position or join the uniformed services, 
you need to have a college application in place just in case - lots of things can change between now 
and August, so it pays to have a Plan B.

Careers Fair next Friday 7th March. Lots of different employers, both local and national will be in 
attendance, along with colleges, universities and training providers. All of Year 9, 10 and 11 will visit 
the fair during the morning. If any parents/carers wish to attend, please email: Ms P Berry

mailto:pberry@parklandsacademy.co.uk
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