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24th - 28th November 2025

Headteacher's Message

Dear Parents and Carers,

This has been another busy week at school, as we begin to approach Christmas. 

This week was particularly special as we had the privilege of hosting our annual Presentation Evening 
last night. It was a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the fantastic achievements of our former Year 11 
students as they collected their well-deserved GCSE certificates. Seeing them return, happy and 
thriving in their lives after Parklands, was a true testament to their hard work and the dedication of our 
staff. Thank you to all the students, parents, and staff who made the evening such a success! We look 
forward to hearing of their continued successes.

Next week is another busy one, with a focus on both literacy development and preparations for our 
older students. The English department is hosting a valuable Reading Evening on Tuesday for our KS3 
students and their families. This is a fantastic chance to get tips and strategies to help foster a love of 
reading at home. I strongly encourage all KS3 parents/carers to attend. Last year the evening was a 
great success, and we are hoping for even better this year.

A key stage in the year begins on Wednesday as our Year 11 students start their mock examinations. 
This is a crucial opportunity for students to practice their exam technique, identify areas for 
improvement, and get used to the pressures of the exam environment. Please encourage your children 
to be getting on with their revision now. Organisation and focused work in the next few days will make a 
huge difference to their confidence and performance next week. Good luck, Year 11.

Regards,
Mrs. Batson
Headteacher



Whole School Messages

Key Dates - November and December 2025

● Tuesday 2nd December – KS3 Reading Evening, 5:30–6:30pm (more information to follow)
● Wednesday 3rd December – Flu Vaccinations (Years 7–11) and Year 11 Mock Exams begin
● Thursday 11th December – Year 7 Christmas Disco
● Friday 12th December – Christmas Jumper Day
● Tuesday 16th December – Year 11 Mock Exams finish
● Thursday 18th December – Year 7 Christmas Cinema Reward Trip and Years 8–11 Christmas 

Trip to the Trafford Centre.
● Friday 19th December – It’s CHRISTMAS! School finishes at 1:00pm
● School reopens Tuesday 6th January for pupils.

Head Lice Notice for Parents/Guardians:

We’ve had a few reports of head lice within school. This is a common issue in all schools, but early action 
really helps prevent it from spreading further:
We kindly ask all parents and guardians to:

● Check your child’s hair regularly over the next few days.
● Carry out proper treatment and removal if head lice or eggs (nits) are found.
● Use recommended preventative measures, such as tying long hair back, using preventative 

sprays, and regular combing with a fine-toothed nit comb.

Head lice are nothing to be embarrassed about, they can affect anyone. Quick action and consistent 
checking make a big difference for everyone.

Year 11: 
Mock exams start this week on Wednesday 3rd December with English. Please be fully prepared for all 
the exams over this period. The timetable is attached here for reference. Good luck!

Mr Metcalfe

Wellbeing Update

We have recently noticed an increase in cases of colds, flu, and stomach bugs within the school 
community. To help keep everyone healthy and reduce the spread of illness, we kindly ask that all pupils 
are reminded to wash their hands regularly, especially:

● After using the toilet
● Before eating
● After sneezing or blowing your nose

Regular hand washing is one of the simplest and most effective ways to prevent

germs from spreading.

Thank you for your continued support in keeping our school community healthy and safe.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/102QjKvIYXCnDXBUdtegi1LJVzeOxvBpY/view?usp=drive_link
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Immunisation
Dear Parents/Carers, we would like to remind you that the Immunisation Team are in school on 
Wednesday 3rd December for the annual Flu immunisation programme. This is for Years 7-11. If you have 
any questions or concerns please contact the Immunisation Team on 03333 583 397 option 2 or email 
team.lancashire@intrahealth.co.uk  School does not hold any immunisation details. 
Many thanks.

School Menus:
To see our school menus, please click here. Next week will be week 1.
Price Increase:

Pupil Behaviour and Attendance Survey!
All pupils have been sent a link to a survey relating to attendance and behaviour in school. Please can 
you encourage your child to fill this survey in. We will be using their feedback to improve and guide our 
systems. 
Many thanks, Mrs Haslam

PP Funding
Dear Parents and Guardians,
If your child qualifies for PP funding, you have been emailed the link to a survey. Please complete at your 
earliest convenience. Thank you to all who have completed this so far.

Kind Regards
Miss Rhodes

Is Your Child a Young Carer?
If you think your child may have young carer responsibilities, or if you’d like to make us aware, please get 
in touch.
Please email Miss Rhodes (Assistant Head) srhodes@parklandsacademy.co.uk with the following 
information:

● Child’s name
● Year group
● Who they care for
● How frequently they provide care
● Anything else you would like us to know

While young carer status does not come with additional funding, it does ensure your child is recognised 
and supported in school.

mailto:team.lancashire@intrahealth.co.uk
https://files.schudio.com/parklandshighschool/files/School%20Information/menu_sep_25.pptx.pdf
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Free School Meals and Pupil Premium

From January 2026, the school will be updating the trip subsidy for students eligible for Free School 
Meals (FSM) or the Pupil Premium (PP) grant.

We are proud to offer a generous subsidy for trips, much higher than many other schools, but to ensure it 
remains sustainable, the annual allowance per student will change as follows:

● FSM students: Reducing to £150 per academic year
● PP (non-FSM) students: Reducing to £100 per academic year

Important Details:
● Reward trips will remain 50% subsidised for both FSM and PP students.
● Curriculum trips that are compulsory as part of the course will continue to be fully funded.

Why this Change is Necessary:
● Adjusting the allowance enables us to support more students and offer a wider variety of trips.
● By reducing the allowance, we can maintain the quality of our trips year after year.
● This change also helps us adapt our interventions and provide alternative forms of support for our 

students.

Action for Outstanding Deposits:
If your child has a planned trip and the deposit has not yet been paid, please ensure it is submitted by 31 
December 2025. Deposits not received by this date will be subject to the new allowance rates in 2026

For any questions about trip funding or your child’s allowance, please contact 
pupilpremium@parklandsacademy.co.uk
Miss Rhodes
Pupil Premium Lead/Assistant Headteacher

Could Your Child be Eligible for Free School Meals?

Check eligibility and apply via Lancashire County Council:
Free School Meals - Lancashire County Council Lancashire.gov.uk
If you do apply, please also email Miss Rhodes (Assistant Head) srhodes@parklandsacademy.co.uk

Y9, Y10 and Y11 same day detentions

Please be aware that if your child should receive a BfL 1 or 0 they will be required to serve a same day 
detention after school from 3pm until 3.30pm. We hope this sanction may lead to an improved focus and 
better behaviour in lessons. We will endeavour to notify you by text message should your child need to 
attend the detention, however please be aware this may not always be possible depending on the time of 
day. For example, if your child receives a 1 or 0 during their P5 lesson we may not be able to notify you 
ahead of picking your child up at the end of the day. You can also monitor your child’s BFL on the EduLink 
app under the ‘Attendance’ section.
Thank you for your ongoing support.

mailto:pupilpremium@parklandsacademy.co.uk
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/?page=3&utm_source=chatgpt.com
mailto:srhodes@parklandsacademy.co.uk
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Weekly Attendance Update

As part of our ongoing commitment to fostering a positive and successful learning environment at 
Parklands, we would like to provide you with an update on the overall attendance across the school. 
Regular attendance is essential for student success, and we want to share important information 
regarding current trends, key attendance goals and ways we can work together to support all of our 
students.

We currently have 293 students who have 100% attendance so far this year. If your child is one of 
these students please congratulate them and continue to encourage their attendance, it is a great 
achievement.

Students are expected to be in the school building at 8:25am, heading to form at 8:30am and be in 
form by 8:35am. If they are arriving between 8:35am and 9:15am for any reason they need to enter 
through the pupil entrance and be signed in at the Top Office.

House This week % This year %

ANZ 87.9% 93.8%

ASA 90.2% 94.8%

EUR 89% 95.2%

SAM 89.7% 94.4%

AFR 89% 94.7%

Totals % 88.8% 94.1%
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Perfect 3s
Excellent Behaviour for Learning goes hand in hand with achievement.  It is an excellent indicator of how 
your child is performing in lessons.  Who’s had the Perfect 3 since we’ve been back?

Year 7: 108 pupils to date
Year 8: 82 pupils to date
Year 9: 88 pupils to date
Year 10: 92 students to date
Year 11: 85 students to date
All: 455 students

Please congratulate your child if they have the Perfect 3.  All BfL scores can be seen in the 
Edulink app.

Students, please click the link to see what clubs, trips and activities are happening in school
Parklands Bulletin

How many had the perfect 3 in the 
previous week?

Year 7: 175 
Year 8: 143
Year 9: 153

Year 10: 161
Year 11: 172

All: 804

How many pupils have a BfL score of 
2.99 - 3?

           Year 7: 172
Year 8: 133
Year 9: 136

Year 10: 130
Year 11: 141

All:  712

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRNcPQ9Uf3S72S-RahELuO0CKiM6CzV71nJzqOj0LcY4W2mTjGIfL_JOMoUPq9pEKI02V9COxI5aSfB/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
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Learning Support - Every Minute Counts: The Importance of Being in Lessons

We want every student to make the most of their learning time. Even a few minutes missed from each
lesson can quickly add up and have a big impact on progress.
For example, if a child misses just 5 minutes from every lesson each day, that adds up to around 4 
hours
of learning lost every week. Some students are missing as much as 16 minutes per day as they are
arriving late and/or leaving early. That's the equivalent of over 7 hours of learning time lost every 
week.
We fully appreciate that sometimes students need time to reset, reflect, or take a short break and 
these
moments are important for wellbeing. However, we also want to highlight just how valuable lesson 
time is.
Every minute spent in the classroom contributes to a stronger understanding, better progress, and 
greater
confidence in learning.
It is our job to work together to make sure our students are present, ready, and making the most of 
every
learning opportunity.
Ms Williams
SENCo

Weekly Learning Support Board - please click here

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1drLx2-iS2EhdnKLZ1HCN88dBEyhZdDpiUBGGMOPpP34/edit?slide=id.g7711429be5_0_0#slide=id.g7711429be5_0_0
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Shine for Sally

Last weekend our KS3 & 4 dance teams performed at Shine for Sally 5 in loving memory of past pupil 
Sally Cornes, raising funds for Milly’s Smiles and Derian House Children's Hospice. They were 
amazing! #proudtobeparklands

This Week in KS3 Religious Studies

Students continue to explore big questions and ideas. To help spark meaningful conversations at 
home, here are some discussion questions you might like to explore with your child:

Year 7 – Ultimate Questions
● What do Christians and Hindus believe about how the world began?
● Why might some people use religious truths to explain how the world began?
● Which type of truth best answers the ultimate question about how the world began?

Year 8 – Prejudice and Discrimination
● What is the gender-pay gap, and why is it an issue?
● Do toys and advertising reinforce sexism?
● What laws were introduced to give more equal rights to women?

Year 9 – Human Rights and Social Justice
● What are examples of modern-day slavery?
● What is human trafficking, and why is it considered a form of exploitation?
● How does trafficking affect victims and communities?
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PE Update week beginning 24th November 2025
A great week in the PE department. The colder weather has well and truly arrived! Please remember 
to bring warm clothing with PE kit (PHS hoodie/PHS leggings/PHS joggers). You can also wear a long 
sleeved dark top UNDERNEATH a PHS t-shirt if you do not have a PHS hoodie. If you are unsure 
please ask a member of the PE staff. 

Year 8&9 Netball Tournament  This was played at Holy Cross against all other schools in the Chorley 
district. What a cold night! Both teams played some fantastic netball with Y8 securing 3rd place and 
year 9 coming 4th. Well done! 

Year 8 Boys Football  at home against Holy Cross. Some very tough competition and some good skill 
on display. Well done!

Year 7 Boys Football  at home against Holy 
Cross. What a brilliant performance! The 
team played brilliantly against a very good 
team and won 1-0. Well done!

Year 10 Boys Football at home against St Michaels. The team had a fantastic first half but ran out 
of legs in the second half which resulted in an unfortunate loss. Well played. 
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TikTok Information

Among children – and especially teenagers – TikTok boasts approximately 220 million users, providing 
a near-endless reel of short clips intended to entertain, educate and more. However, along with its 
enormous userbase comes a significant number of possible risks: Ofcom have dubbed it the most 
likely app on which teen users would potentially suffer harm.

With the platform reaching astronomical levels of success among the younger generation, it’s vitally 
important for parents and educators to understand the risks it poses. This guide lets you know about 
the most prominent potential dangers associated with TikTok and offers expert advice on how to 
safeguard youngsters who are navigating the site.

Click here for Annual Data Report  & Click here for Ofcom 

https://static.qustodio.com/public-site/uploads/2024/01/19122535/ADR_2023-24_EN.pdf?_gl=1*4oxsop*_gcl_au*Nzk0NDM0NzQ3LjE3MzMzOTIwODg
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/siteassets/resources/documents/research-and-data/online-research/online-nation/2024/online-nation-2024-report.pdf?v=386238


Christmas Reward Trip Years 8, 9, 10 & 11
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Christmas Reward Trip Year 7

Dear Parents and Carers,

To celebrate and recognise the good behaviour, effort, and achievements of our Year 7
students this Autumn term, we are delighted to offer a trip to Reel Cinema in Chorley to
watch the Christmas movie - Home Alone.

Date: Wednesday 17th December 2025
Cost: £5 per student. For pupils in receipt of Pupil Premium the cost will be £2.50

This payment covers cinema ticket only. Students may wish to bring additional spending
money for popcorn or sweets.
Timings:
● Depart school at approximately 2:00 pm for a 3:00 pm start of the film
● Please collect your child from Reel Cinema at 5:00 pm or alternatively if they usually
walk home, they may do so.

Dress code:
Students may come to school in appropriate non-school uniform for the day.

Payment details:

● Deadline for payment: 3:00pm on Friday 12th December 2025
● Payment link: https://www.scopay.com/parklands-lancashire
● Please note: Payments are non-refundable.
● By making payment, you are providing consent for your child to attend the trip.
● Please ensure your child’s medical information on Edulink is up to date. If you need to
update details, email: admin@parklandsacademy.co.uk
● Your child’s place will only be secured once payment has been received.
● If you require online payment login details, please email your child’s name and form
to: admin@parklandsacademy.co.uk

There are 160 places available, and the trip will close once all places are filled.

Eligibility criteria:
As this is a trip organised through staff goodwill, it is open to students who have shown
consistent good attendance, behaviour, effort, and progress.
We will use the Points system to determine eligibility. Students can earn up to 8 points
during the Autumn term, and will need at least 6 points to qualify for the trip.

mailto:admin@parklandsacademy.co.uk


Christmas Reward Trip Year 7 cont’d….

Each criterion is measured for both Autumn half-                              Maximum 8 points
terms

Behaviour expectations:
This trip is designed to be an enjoyable reward, but safety and conduct remain our top
Priorities.

We ask that you remind your child of the importance of respectful and responsible
behaviour throughout the trip.
The school reserves the right to withdraw a student’s place at any point up to and including
the day of the trip if behaviour, attitude, or attendance do not meet expectations. We
appreciate your full support in this matter.

We look forward to what promises to be a fun and memorable afternoon for our students.
Warm regards,
The House Achievement Leaders

Criteria Requirement Points

Behaviour for Learning (BfL) 2.95 or above 1

Attendance 95% or higher 1

Lates 0 1

Social Strikes 0 1



Careers

Click here for career news

Lots of useful information in this week’s Career News. There is an article on how to become a 
psychologist - helpful reading for anyone considering a psychology degree (spoiler alert - there’s a lot 
more to it than just getting the initial degree). There are conferences and virtual work experience 
schemes with Medic and Dental Mentor - absolutely vital for anyone in Year 10 or 11 planning a career 
in healthcare. Bolton Sixth Form has a series of new subjects on offer for September 2026, including A 
Level Textiles, which you can mix and match with other arts subjects such as Graphics, Photography 
or Media. The EDT, (patron King Charles III), is offering the Challenger Award. This is undertaken 
outside of school and shows future employers what you are capable of in the STEM field - very useful 
for university or apprenticeship applications to help you stand out.

Reminder to Year 11s to get their college applications in as soon as possible - preferably this 
weekend, before Mock Exams take over! So far only around 25% of pupils have submitted a college 
application - and interviews start in January. Click here for a link to all the college application pages - it 
will take around ten minutes to apply, so what are you waiting for? You can change your GCSE grades 
if you do well in your mocks, or change the subject(s) you have chosen if you change your mind - you 
are only reserving a place at college at this point.

https://files.schudio.com/parklandshighschool/files/Careers/AUTUMN_2025_Issue_11.pdf
https://files.schudio.com/parklandshighschool/files/Careers/The_ultimate_guide_to_college_applications.pdf
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Operation Encompass Parents Awareness Letter

Dear Parent/Carer,
This letter is to inform you / remind you that our school/ college is participating in Operation 
Encompass.

Operation Encompass is a unique Police and Education early intervention safeguarding
partnership which ensures that a child/ young person’s school/ college is informed, prior to
the start of the next school day, that there has been a domestic abuse, vulnerable child or
missing incident to which the child or young person has been exposed, and which might
then have an impact on them in school/ college the following day.

Each school/ college is informed of all such incidents, not just those where an offence can be
identified or those which are graded as high risk. The partnership recognises that all
domestic abuse, vulnerable child and missing incidents can be harmful to children and
young people.
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A nominated member of staff, known as a Key Adult, has been trained to liaise with the
police. At Parklands High School our Key Adult is Mrs Fairhurst/Mrs Haslam. They will be
able to use information that has been shared with them, in confidence, to ensure that the
school makes provision for possible difficulties experienced by children or their families. The
Key Adults will keep this information confidential and will only share it on a need-to-know
basis, for instance, to teaching staff for the child or young person. It will not be shared with
other school students.

This national initiative has been implemented across the whole of the Lancashire Police
area. If you would like some more information about it, you can view it online at
www.operationencompass.org.
We are keen to offer the best support possible for our pupils and a recent review of
Operation Encompass showed that it is beneficial and supportive for all those involved.

Pan Lancashire Operation Encompass

The purpose of Operation Encompass is to safeguard and support children and young
people who have been involved in or witness to a domestic abuse, vulnerable child or
missing incident.
Operation Encompass has been created to address such situations that create a
safeguarding risk to young people. It is the implementation of key partnership working
between the police and schools/ colleges. The aim of sharing information with local schools/
colleges is to allow ‘Key Adults’ the opportunity of engaging with the child and to provide
access to support that allows them to remain in a safe but secure familiar environment.

Following the report of a domestic abuse, vulnerable child or missing incident, by
9.00am on the next school/ college day the school’s Key Adult will be informed of the child or
young person’s involvement. This knowledge, given to educational establishments through
Operation Encompass, allows the provision of immediate early intervention through silent or
overt support dependent upon the needs and wishes of the child/ young person.

The purpose and procedures in Operation Encompass have been shared with all parents
and governors, is detailed as part of the school’s Safeguarding Policy and published on our
school website.

Mrs Fairhurst
Designated Safeguarding Lead
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Christmas Party Year 7
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🎄 Reindeer Run for Derian House 🎄

After school on Monday 15th December, we will be walking to Derian House Children’s Hospice in 
Astley Village and back to help raise money and awareness for this wonderful charity. Everyone will be 
wearing festive reindeer antlers and spreading plenty of Christmas cheer along the way! Each 
participant will also receive a little Christmas treat.The cost to take part is £2.50, which should be paid 
via Scopay by Monday 1st December.Thank you for your support in helping us make a difference this 
Christmas!
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