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Headteacher's Message

Dear parents and carers,

Last night we held our annual Open Evening and it was lovely to see so many families with their Year 
6s enjoying their visit to school. We were really proud of our student helpers, both those in departments 
and those acting as tour guides, and they were a credit to all. We received lots of lovely feedback from 
visitors, including ex-pupils who are now looking to send their own children to Parklands. Here are a 
few of the comments made by visitors on our feedback cards, to give you a flavour of the evening.

“Our guide was a superb ambassador for your school. He took a lot of time and care to answer all our 
questions and he should be very proud of himself.”

“Our guide was an absolute delight. She was very knowledgeable and polite. She is a true credit to the 
school!”

“Our guide was helpful, knowledgeable, and friendly and really put my son at ease. I can’t speak highly 
enough of her. Your school looks like a fabulous place to learn.”

“Our guide was incredibly kind to our son. Nothing was too much trouble. The staff that we met were all 
welcoming, helpful, and knowledgeable. Thank you.”

“It was an impressive tour. I was struck by how polite and informative all of the students were. Our 
guide was really enthusiastic and engaging throughout.”

“This young man is an absolute credit to this wonderful high school. Everybody seemed to know [our 
guide] and spoke as highly of him as we have. Never change!”

“Amazing guide - confident, mature, and patient. An absolute credit to the school.”

“Our guide showed us around the school and she spoke with so much pride and love for her school. 
She is a lovely, well mannered young lady.”

We look forward to welcoming some of our visitors as new Year 7s in September next year. 

Mrs. Batson
Headteacher
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Key Dates - October and November 2025

● Thursday 16th October – Legally Blonde Drama Show, 7:00pm
● Friday 17th October – Legally Blonde Drama Show, 7:00pm
● Tuesday 21st October – Year 11 Family Revision Evening (more information to follow)
● Thursday 23rd October – Year 7 Transition Evening, 3:15–5:30pm (more information to follow)
● Friday 24th October – School closes at 3:00pm for half term
● Monday 10th November – School reopens

Y9, Y10 and Y11 same day detentions

Please be aware that if your child should receive a BfL 1 or 0 they will be required to serve a same 
day detention after school from 3pm until 3.30pm. We hope this sanction may lead to an improved 
focus and better behaviour in lessons. We will endeavour to notify you by text message should your 
child need to attend the detention, however please be aware this may not always be possible 
depending on the time of day. For example, if your child receives a 1 or 0 during their P5 lesson we 
may not be able to notify you ahead of picking your child up at the end of the day. You can also 
monitor your child’s BFL on the EduLink app under the ‘Attendance’ section.

Thank you for your ongoing support.

Polite reminder - Dropping items off at reception

Parents and carers are welcome to drop off forgotten items at reception, however please note that we 
are not able to notify pupils to let them know an item has arrived. Due to the high volume of PE kits 
and equipment we receive throughout the school day this is not possible. However, pupils are 
regularly informed and reminded that if they realise they have forgotten something they are able to 
check at the office to see if an item has been dropped off, even if a parent/carer hasn’t been able to 
notify them prior. Pupils can continue to check throughout the day.

Please speak with your child to let them know that this is the protocol and therefore should they forget 
anything, they will know where to look.

Cashless systems - SCOPAY

To ensure smooth transactions that can be tracked and recorded for trips, food payments, uniform and 
more, we ask that payments are made online on SCOPAY wherever possible. We aim to reduce the 
amount of cash that is handled in school to improve efficiency and security. If you do not have a 
SCOPAY account, please email admin@parklandsacademy.co.uk stating your child’s full name, form 
group and year group and a SCOPAY link will be sent to you. If this link does not arrive in your inbox 
please check your junk box.

mailto:admin@parklandsacademy.co.uk
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Y7 Respect Day

Year 7 will be experiencing their very first Respect day next Tuesday. We call this day Superlearning 
day as it is run by our student learning ambassadors who create a series of sessions for Year 7  to 
help them become the best learners they can be. Instead of having their usual lessons, pupils will take 
part in a series of workshops about topics such as friendships, staying safe and the best way to be a 
learner. We will also host a visit from Lancashire road safety who will do a performance for the pupils 
about staying safe travelling to and from school, especially as the nights draw in. Pupils can find out 
more information by joining the Google Classroom for Secure using the code dtm2c4or. Joining this 
Google classroom will also enable parents to see materials from all Respect days and Secure 
sessions afterwards and it is a great way to start conversations with your children about a variety of 
topics. There will also be further help and information on this Google Classroom so please encourage 
your child to join.

Week commencing – Monday 13th October 2025 in House groups.

Year 9 Electronic School Health Needs Assessment (Y9 EHNA) 
Parental consent is not required for EHNA. Any concerns raised from the questionnaire will be 
followed up by the school nurse in her weekly drop-ins.

Mrs Fairhurst DSL

Flu Immunisation - All years

Please see the information below for the Flu immunisation this winter. Please follow the link to 
complete the consent/no consent form. Any queries, please contact the number below. This 
information has also been sent to you via Edulink.

Many thanks.

Dear Parent/Carer,

If you would like your child to receive the flu vaccine in school this year, please follow this link 
to complete an online consent form. If you would like to decline, please complete a no consent 
form on the attached link.

https://nhsimms.azurewebsites.net/session/34c84245

The vaccinations will take place at your child’s school on 03/12/25. The link will close on the 
02/11/25. If your child has already had the Flu vaccine elsewhere since Sept 2025, please 
complete a ‘No’ to consent form. If you have any problems accessing the link, please telephone 
0333 3583 397 option 2 option 1.

https://nhsimms.azurewebsites.net/session/34c84245
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Is Your Child a Young Carer?
If you think your child may have young carer responsibilities, or if you’d like to make us aware, please 
get in touch.

Please email Miss Rhodes (Assistant Head) srhodes@parklandsacademy.co.uk with the following 
information:

● Child’s name
● Year group
● Who they care for
● How frequently they provide care
● Anything else you would like us to know

While young carer status does not come with additional funding, it does ensure your child is 
recognised and supported in school.

Could Your Child be Eligible for Free School Meals?

Check eligibility and apply via Lancashire County Council:
Free School Meals - Lancashire County Council Lancashire.gov.uk

If you do apply, please also email Miss Rhodes (Assistant Head) srhodes@parklandsacademy.co.uk

School Menus

To see our school menus, please click here.

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/?page=3&utm_source=chatgpt.com
mailto:srhodes@parklandsacademy.co.uk
https://files.schudio.com/parklandshighschool/files/School%20Information/menu_sep_25.pptx.pdf


Attendance

Weekly Attendance Update

As part of our ongoing commitment to fostering a positive and successful learning environment at 
Parklands, we would like to provide you with an update on the overall attendance across the school. 
Regular attendance is essential for student success, and we want to share important information 
regarding current trends, key attendance goals and ways we can work together to support all of our 
students.

We currently have 615 students who have 100% attendance so far this year. If your child is one of 
these students please congratulate them and continue to encourage their attendance, it is a great 
achievement.

  

Students are expected to be in the school building at 8:25am, heading to form at 8:30am and be in 
form by 8:35am. If they are arriving between 8:35am and 9:15am for any reason they need to enter 
through the pupil entrance and be signed in at the Top Office.

House This week % This year %

ANZ 93.4% 95.4%

ASA 92.5% 95.1%

EUR 93.4% 95.6%

SAM 93.9% 95.1%

AFR 94% 95.4%

Totals % 93.5% 95.2%
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Perfect 3s
Excellent Behaviour for Learning goes hand in hand with achievement.  It is an excellent indicator of how 
your child is performing in lessons.  Who’s had the Perfect 3 since we’ve been back?

Year 7: 155 pupils to date
Year 8: 119 pupils to date
Year 9: 129 pupils to date
Year 10: 115 students to date
Year 11: 112 students to date
All: 630 students

Please congratulate your child if they have the Perfect 3.  All BfL scores can be seen in the 
Edulink app.

Students, please click the link to see what clubs, trips and activities are happening in school
Parklands Bulletin

Weekly Learning Support Board - please click here 

How many had the perfect 3 in the 
previous week?

Year 7: 179
Year 8: 158
Year 9: 165

Year 10: 168
Year 11: 149

All: 819

How many pupils have a BfL score of 
2.99 - 3?

           Year 7: TBC
Year 8: TBC
Year 9: TBC

Year 10: TBC
Year 11: TBC

All:  TBC

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRNcPQ9Uf3S72S-RahELuO0CKiM6CzV71nJzqOj0LcY4W2mTjGIfL_JOMoUPq9pEKI02V9COxI5aSfB/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1bin-9vJoQJm4Pjkl4J7DAZNwtbPU9rmITs_Pnl8AAd8/edit?slide=id.g7711429be5_0_0#slide=id.g7711429be5_0_0
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This Week in KS3 Religious Studies

We are now in Week 5 of the term, and our KS3 students are continuing to explore some interesting 
topics in their RS lessons. Current Units and Inquiry Questions: 

● Year 7: Ultimate Questions – Is it possible to find answers to ultimate questions?
● Year 8: Prejudice and Discrimination – Why do people discriminate?
● Year 9: Human Rights and Social Justice – Do we still need human rights today?

Here are a few questions you can ask your child to see what they have been learning this week:
Year 7 (Ultimate Questions)

● Why do some people choose to have a faith?
● How might having faith change the way someone lives?
● What do you think is meant by an ultimate question?

Year 8 (Prejudice and Discrimination)
Most Year 8 classes have been preparing for, or completing, their first assessment of the year - a 
piece of extended writing about the history of racism in Britain, the experiences of the Black 
community, and whether racism is still an issue today. As part of this, students have responded to the 
following questions:

● What do you know about the treatment of Black people in Britain?
● How did this make Black people feel at the time and how do they feel today?
● What can be done today to stop racism - by you? By school? By the government?

Year 9 (Human Rights and Social Justice)
● What is social justice, and why does it matter?
● Who are some famous people who have worked for social justice?
● How can young people today fight for social justice?

🌟 Join Us in Supporting YoungMinds! 🌟

 Our Wellbeing Team are taking on a challenge for a great cause! Every lunchtime, we’ll be hitting the 
multi-gym and clocking up the miles with the goal of reaching 50 miles together. 💪✨
All funds raised will go directly to YoungMinds, the UK’s leading charity fighting for children and 
young people’s mental health.

Cheer us on, get involved, and help us make every mile matter! All donations welcome in cash or via 
Scopay 󰝋
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PE Update week beginning 29th September 2025

Another busy week in the PE department! Remember everyone is welcome to come and try clubs we 
offer. We have something on almost every night after school. There is no need to sign up just look at 
the extra curricular timetable, choose an activity, bring a kit and attend! 

Y7 Intra School Football Tournament  Well done to our year 7 footballers on their first intra school 
football event. They all played very well and are really looking forward to their first official game for 
Parklands which is coming very soon!  

Y10 & 11 Netball  Both teams played some friendly games at Holy Cross against all schools in the 
district. Lots of skills and strategies to work on leading to the upcoming tournament. Well done. 

Y9 Boys Football Lancashire Cup away at Shuttleworth College. One of the best matches the team 
have ever played representing Parklands. A very high level of opposition with lots of goals scored from 
both sides. Unfortunately a last minute goal from the other side resulted in a loss. Well played. 

Y7 PGL Weekend  What a weekend! The 
pupils had all of the fun with silent discos, 
giant swings, manhunt and more! Thanks 
to all the staff who gave up their weekend 
to help we couldn’t do these things without 
you! 
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Macmillan Coffee Morning

A Huge Thank You!

I just want to extend a massive thank you to everyone who helped make last Friday’s event our most 
successful yet! Together, we raised an incredible £2,965, which will soon be on its way to Macmillan 
to support the amazing work they do.

This was a true team effort – from our enthusiastic new Year 7 students right through the year groups, 
to the parents, grandparents, carers, and all the wonderful staff here at Parklands who come together 
year after year to support this fantastic cause. Your generosity and community spirit never fail to 
impress.

A special congratulations to our three Star Bakers:

● 🥇 1st Place: Leo (Y7)

● 🥈 2nd Place: Chloe (Y8)

● 🥉 3rd Place: Layla (Y7)
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Macmillan Coffee Morning

And for the first time, all the raffle prizes were won by students – a lovely surprise to cap off a 
brilliant day!

Thank you once again – we couldn’t have done it without you.
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Tour De 4

Jenny raised £1000 after taking part in the Tour De 4 40 mile bike ride in September. Following Sir 
Chris Hoy's diagnosis, Tour De 4 is a brand new fundraising charity bike ride that aims to shine a 
spotlight on what a Stage 4 cancer diagnosis can look like and demonstrate that it is possible to live 
well and lead a happy life alongside this devastating diagnosis. Riding for Prostate Cancer UK 
challenging perceptions, raising vital awareness and funds, and inspiring hope for everyone affected 
by cancer. Well done Jenny, we are very proud of you #teamparklands
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Legally Blonde Jr

Tickets are now on sale for our musical ‘Legally Blonde Jr’. Please visit Ticketsource to purchase.

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/parklands-high-school
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Careers

Click here for career news.

As always, lots of useful information in this week’s Career News. There are open events, webinars, 
virtual work experience opportunities, conferences, videos, podcasts, blogs and so much more.
Ignore the party politics, put the kettle on and settle down for a read!

There will be a lunchtime drop-in session with Preston College next Wednesday. This is an ideal 
opportunity for Year 11s to ask staff about courses, applications, transport and entry requirements.
Don’t forget, pupils need to apply to at least TWO colleges by Christmas, as interviews start in 
January. Most local colleges are oversubscribed so don’t leave it too late to apply. You can change 
your mind about the course or subject at any time, you are only reserving a place at college for now.

https://files.schudio.com/parklandshighschool/files/Careers/AUTUMN_2025_Issue_5.pdf


Careers

College open events coming up:

● Wigan & Leigh College - Monday 6th October, 4.30pm - 7pm
● Bolton Sixth Form - Wednesday 8th October, 5pm - 8pm
● LUSoM - Saturday 11th October, 10am - 12.30pm

Year 11 pupils should make an effort to visit as many as possible in order to make a fully informed 
choice. Each college or sixth form will offer different subjects, qualifications and combinations and 
have different entry requirements, so it’s important to make sure you will be able to do the course you 
want to do at the college you prefer. 
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The One Stop Shop was relaunched on the 11th September, with numerous parents attending to 
access support for a range of support or advice needs, in one location..
 
Some of the feedback comments included;
 “Very helpful, all under one roof”
“Face to face better”
“Easier to speak to housing directly”
“All agencies were very welcoming”
“Face to face is better than automated machines”
“I’ve actually sat down with someone who helped me. Made my day and made me happy.”
 
 
This is running on the 2nd Thursday of every month (9th Oct, 13th Nov, 11th Dec), 9am till 12 noon, at 
Inspire Youth Zone Chorley.
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With new kits, updated squads and refined gameplay, EA FC 26 brings the thrill of top-tier football to 
living rooms once again. While it continues to offer family-friendly fun in modes like Kick-Off and 
Career, the ongoing popularity of Ultimate Team – where players spend money to build fantasy squads 
– brings a mix of excitement and risks. 

Children can encounter issues such as gambling-like mechanics, voice chat with strangers, and 
potential exposure to scams. This guide breaks down the game’s most important features, highlights 
the key risks to be aware of, and shares practical advice for helping young players stay safe while 
gaming and interacting online.
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