
PARKLANDS BULLETIN
     4th - 8th November 2024

Week 2

Headteacher's Message

Dear parents and carers,

It has been lovely to welcome all of our pupils back after half term. We hope that everyone has had a 
good rest and has returned to school ready for another busy half term. It will be particularly important 
for Year 11, with their mocks less than 4 weeks away. Mock exams are a valuable experience for the 
pupils, and a vital indication of strengths at this point, as well as areas that need more attention. Last 
night, we held our first Family Revision session in preparation for the mocks, which was a real success. 
It was brilliant to see so many families there with their Year 11 children. We will be holding a further 
revision event nearer to the exams, and also one for Year 10 before their mock exams. 

This week we have held standards reminders House Assemblies, and these will continue into next 
week. We have reminded pupils about expectations regarding uniform, appearance, conduct, and 
attendance. Current attendance data can be found in this bulletin, and you will receive an update 
shortly on our approach to attendance in light of the new Government focus. A key focus of the 
assembly was also on mobile phones and our policy. Whilst we have been pleased with the way that 
most pupils have responded to our adapted policy, it is evident that pupils do not switch their phones off 
during the day. The research and evidence that we presented in the launch event highlighted that we 
are distracted by our phones when they remain switched on and near to us. In order to ensure that 
phones are not impacting on learning and wellbeing, we have told pupils that phones must be off and in 
bags or lockers. Phones should not be in blazer or trouser pockets. If your child does not have a locker, 
please contact your child’s form tutor or HAL.

Next Friday is Children In Need and so will be a non-uniform day. Pupils will be able to wear their own 
clothes for a donation of £1. As usual, all clothes should be appropriate for school and all the usual 
equipment will be needed.

Regards,

Mrs. Batson

Headteacher
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Secure next week - All pupils will take part in an assembly and a vertical tutor session about 
Remembrance on Monday. We will be exploring alumni of the school who have been in the services 
and the sacrifices many people make in wartime.

Year 7 - The first Behaviour for Learning (BfL) reports were issued on Thursday 8th November. You 
can also find the reports in the Documents section of Edulink.

At Parklands, Behaviour for Learning (BfL) means much more than behaviour within the classroom; it 
encompasses all aspects of attitudes and approaches to learning including attendance, punctuality, 
being fully equipped, engaging and actively participating in the learning, behaving well, allowing others 
to learn and completing home study.

This system enables us to grade every child’s BfL for every lesson in every subject every day so that 
you are able to receive a true and comprehensive picture. We hope that you will find this detailed 
information helpful in seeing how your child is approaching their learning in every subject area 
(separate subject BfL grades) and on the whole ( overall BfL grade).

We are delighted at the excellent start Year 7 have made, with almost all pupils having an excellent 
BfL in their first half-term. We look forward to this continuing. Well done Year 7!

Year 9 - BfL reports were issued on Thursday 8th November. You will find the reports in the 
Documents section of Edulink.

Year 9 - BfL reports were issued on Thursday 8th November. You will find the reports in the 
Documents section of Edulink.

Year 10 - BfL reports were issued on Thursday 8th November. You will find the reports in the 
Documents section of Edulink.

Smokefree Lancashire Team -

Dear parents/carers/students, 

On MONDAY 11th November we have the SPOC Smokefree Lancashire Team coming into school to 
speak with students who wish for advice and support to quit smoking/vaping.
This will be held in the Conference Room over lunchtime 1.30 - 2.00 pm. Useful information and 
guidance will be provided and if appointments need to be made for further support, this will be made 
via Mrs Fairhurst or the Houseleaders to arrange individual appointments.

Natalie Fairhurst
Assistant Principal
Designated Safeguarding Lead 
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Perfect 3s
Excellent Behaviour for Learning goes hand in hand with achievement.  It is an excellent indicator of 
how your child is performing in lessons.  Who’s had the Perfect 3 since we’ve been back?

Year 7: 110 pupils to date
Year 8: 88 pupils to date
Year 9: 72 pupils to date
Year 10: 100 students to date
Year 11:  90 students to date
All: 460 students

Please congratulate your child if they have the Perfect 3.  All BfL scores can be seen in the 
Edulink app.

Students, please click the link to see what clubs, trips and activities are happening in school
Parklands Bulletin

Weekly Learning Support Board - please click here

How many had the perfect 3 in the 
previous week?

Year 7: 170 pupils
Year 8: 153 pupils
Year 9: 140 pupils

Year 10: 156 students
Year 11: 138 students

All: 757 students

How many pupils have a BfL score of 
2.99 - 3?

      Year 7: 173 pupils
Year 8: 138 pupils
Year 9: 116 pupils

Year 10: 141 students
Year 11: 119 students

All:  687 students

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRNcPQ9Uf3S72S-RahELuO0CKiM6CzV71nJzqOj0LcY4W2mTjGIfL_JOMoUPq9pEKI02V9COxI5aSfB/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1atDnTiTZRv2GaF7Zhh54H3ujGDE8jTxnDbX1vusdQuQ/edit#slide=id.g7711429be5_0_0
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Y8 'What on Earth' Quiz

On Wednesday a group of four Y8's, Destiny, James, Róisín and Niamh took part in a national quiz. It 
was several rounds of quick fire questions against the clock against teams from all around the country. 
It was one of several heats and they will find out the results on Monday. They all performed extremely 
well and worked so hard together as a team. They also spent half term revising for the competition 
which was based on general knowledge and facts from the 'What on Earth' magazine series. Well 
done all of you, whatever the results may be, you handled the pressure like professionals.
Mrs Dewhurst and Mrs Walling

Territory of the week
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PE Update week beginning 4th November 2024

A great week to start the new week of term. Another busy week with netball and football and glow in 
the dark dodgeball fixtures! The colder weather is starting to creep in so remember warm PE kit. 
Remember, there is no need to sign up just look at the extra curricular timetable, choose an activity, 
bring a kit and attend! 

Year 7 Football Lancashire Cup (round robin) at home.  
Great set of games for our new year 7’s! Great skill and 
teamwork on display well done! 

Year 8 Football Lancashire Cup at 
home. The team fought hard but 
unfortunately lost. On to the next 
game!

Year 10/11 Girls Football Chorley Finals at 
home against St. Michael’s. A great game 
Parklands dominated but unfortunately two kick 
goals from St. Michael’s the game ended with a 
loss. Well played. 

Year 11 Football against  St 
Michael’s Lancashire Cup/Chorley 
District  (double header)the team 
unfortunately lost the Lancashire cup 
but they will meet again for the 
Chorley district Cup for a chance of 
redemption! 
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PE Update week beginning 4th November 2024

Year 7 Boys & Girls Glow Dodgeball. A group of year 7 students were selected to attend a glow in 
the dark dodgeball event held at Holycross and Albany. What a night! Facepaint, music and 
LOTS of fun! The pupils had a great time ducking, diving and dodging! 

Year 9 Netball Friendlies at Holy Cross. First 
games of the season for our Year 9 girls and 
what a start! Great teamwork on display, they 
didn’t concede a game! We need to tighten up a 
few skills to make sure we are even stronger. 
Well done! 

We’re so proud of the level of commitments shown by all of our pupils, well done! 
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Y7 Christmas Disco

Tickets are available on SCOPAY. This year the disco is in aid of Parklands’ Peru Crew. So, put on 
your dancing shoes and your party clothes and join us for a fabulous festive evening of fantastic fun

Derian House Sponsored Walk

On Saturday a group of staff and pupils along with 1500 others will be taking part in a 15 mile 
sponsored walk from Chorley to the the top of Rivington Pike and back in aid of Derian House 
Children's Hospice. If you’d like to support, any donations would be much appreciated. 
https://www.justgiving.com/page/jingleallthewayviiiderianhouse #proudtobeparklands

https://www.justgiving.com/page/jingleallthewayviiiderianhouse
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Click here to view

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1n-btx1klD_2Juvzyym9KvSSD4-dii2P4/view?usp=sharing
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Click here to view.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15aAq_tOMWcoYjqfrn6n-v6kYwTj75j_H/view?usp=sharing
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Click here to view.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pY6kN-5k0ZxJ7zDSC7e8TgOkVlVTkN8p/view?usp=sharing
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Careers

Click here for this week’s career news.

Another packed edition of Career News this week, with lots of great opportunities for students of all 
ages: conferences, competitions, open events, virtual work experience, webinars, advice, challenges 
and so much more. 

BAE Systems have opened the apprenticeship application window: 
https://www.baesystems.com/en/careers/careers-in-the-uk/apprenticeships
Early application is advised - see MIss Berry (top office) for more details or support with applications.

https://files.schudio.com/parklandshighschool/files/documents/AUTUMN_24_Issue_8.pdf
https://www.baesystems.com/en/careers/careers-in-the-uk/apprenticeships


Careers

Final call for the Year 8 EDT Bronze Industrial Cadet Challenge. We now have our industry mentors 
and there are new challenges this year which will appeal to anyone creative, as well as those keen on 
STEM subjects. See Miss Berry or Mr McAvoy for more details. 

Last few college open events for 2024 coming up in the next couple of weeks. Year 11s need to apply 
to at least TWO colleges, even if they intend to join the uniformed services or take up an 
apprenticeship. There are various talks going on in government right now about certain BTEC 
subjects, which may or may not be defunded - so it is vital that students choose a second option, just 
in case we end up with reduced subject choices. If anyone needs support with applications, please let 
me know: pberry@parklandsacademy.co.uk

For anyone considering an apprenticeship, there will be an assembly after Christmas explaining all 
about the process of applying, registering on the national apprenticeship website and so on. Don’t 
forget that you can start an apprenticeship at any age (after 16) and continue from Level 2 (GCSE) to 
Level 7 (Masters).

Aspiring medics, dentists and vets really need to check out the FREE virtual work experience 
programmes at Medic Mentor. These are absolutely vital for anyone considering a career in medicine, 
whether human or animal - good GCSE and A Level results are not enough when applying to the top 
universities. You need evidence of work experience, whether in person or virtual, in order to make your 
application stand out. Contact Miss Berry for more details.

mailto:pberry@parklandsacademy.co.uk

