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       19th - 23rd Feb 2024

Week 1
Principal's Message

Dear parents and carers,

This week sees the end of another very busy half term at Parklands. 

It has been an important week for Year 9, as they start to consider their specialisms for GCSE next 
year. Mr Galbraith spoke to the year group in assembly on Monday, and last night was an online 
Progress Evening for Year 9 parents and carers to speak to the teachers about how their children are 
performing in their subjects. Year 9 will have a Specialisms Respect Day on March 7th, and Specialism 
evening will take place in school on March 14th at 6pm. There is a lot to think about for our Year 9s!

Year 11s are continuing to prepare for their exams by attending after school revision sessions, which 
have been very well attended so far. These will continue next term in order for us to support Year 11 in 
preparing thoroughly for their exams. Some Year 11s also attended interviews for Wigan and Leigh 
College on Tuesday. 

Year 7 and 8 took part in a darts House Competition this week, which they really enjoyed. It is great to 
see so many pupils taking part in House Competitions, and helping to build up points towards winning 
the coveted House Cup at the end of the year!

I hope that all of our pupils and their families have a fantastic half term break. Everyone has worked 
hard this half term, and has earned a rest! We look forward to seeing our pupils back in school on 
Monday 19th February, ready for another busy half term.

Regards,

Mrs. Batson
Principal



Whole School Messages

Whole school message - Please can we reiterate our requirement for high standards of both 
behaviour and uniform. All pupils are required to wear their blazers at all times. Outdoor coats are not 
permitted to be worn in the school building  Make up, jewellery, false eyelashes and piercings are not 
allowed and if any pupil chooses to abuse this rule, they will be asked to remove the items/make up. 
Refusal to do so will lead to sanctions. 

Year 10s - please take a little time over the half term holiday to find your work experience placements. 
Well done to those who have already returned their completed booklets - there are some brilliant 
placements already secured. Talk to relatives or neighbours, go for a walk and have a look at the vast 
number of small businesses around the local area. If employers need more details, either ask them to 
email Miss Berry (pberry@parklandsacademy.co.uk) or look on the school website (under ‘School 
Information’ heading): https://www.parklandsacademy.co.uk/parents/work-experience

Year 9, 10 and 11 will all attend the annual Careers Fair on Friday 1st March from 9am - 12.30pm. 
There will be lots of colleges, universities, training providers and employers from various industries. 
Parents/carers are welcome to come along - just drop me an email and I can tell you when your child 
will be attending.

Wigan & Leigh College will hold a second round of interviews in school on 26th February, for anyone 
who applied after the initial interviews or was absent. If you wish to apply, it’s not too late. Go to: 
https://www.wigan-leigh.ac.uk/application-form and you’ll be added to the interview schedule.

Runshaw College interviews will take place on 14th and 15th March, in school. Again, it’s not too late 
to apply - go to: https://www.runshaw.ac.uk/study-at-runshaw/apply/ - although the deadline for all 
college applications is rapidly approaching, so don’t leave it too late!

Year 10 will attend two taster days at college (Runshaw and Wigan & Leigh) in July, and there will be 
assemblies just after half term to enable them to choose their subjects for the day. It is important that 
they choose the options they want to find out more about, not what their friends are choosing - 
everyone will get an individual timetable for the day. I will share the options with students prior to the 
assemblies so they have time to consider which will be the best subjects to sample.

mailto:pberry@parklandsacademy.co.uk
https://www.parklandsacademy.co.uk/parents/work-experience
https://www.wigan-leigh.ac.uk/application-form
https://www.runshaw.ac.uk/study-at-runshaw/apply/


Whole School Messages

(Year 7) Weekly discussion questions from the RS Department.
Current Unit - Introduction to Judaism 
Enquiry Question - What does it mean to be a Jew in the 21st century?

1. What are the different branches of Judaism we have looked at in class?
2. What does Kashrut mean?
3. Give an example or a food that is Kosher.
4. Give an example of a food that is Trefah

(Year 8) Weekly discussion questions from the RS Department.
Current Unit - The History of Christianity
Enquiry Question - Who was the real Jesus?

1. Who was Claudius Tacitus and what did he reveal about Jesus? 
2. Who was Flavius Josephus and what did he reveal about Jesus? 
3. What is the Talmud and what does it teach about Jesus?
4. Who were the Gospels written by?

(Year 9) Weekly discussion questions from the RS Department.
Current Unit - An Introduction to Islam 
Enquiry Question - Is it possible to be a ‘good’ Muslim living in Great Britain?

1. What was life like in Mecca before the arrival of Islam? 
2. Do you think the various battles were necessary to fight in?
3. Why do Muslims see Prophet Muhammad as a role model? 



Head Students’ Page

Hello everyone,

I hope you've all had a good week. This week we’ve had the year 7 
and 8 darts house competition, which I hope you all enjoyed doing. 
Also a big well done to everyone who has participated in the chess 
competition!

This week we also had a preview of the annual dance show and it was 
great to watch. The dancers have clearly put in loads of effort and 
practice, so make sure you all get your tickets as I’m sure it will be a 
great event!

Well done to all of our year 11s who have been revising for their 
upcoming GCSEs!

Lastly, I hope you all have a good half-term break and Valentine’s 
Day. Make sure you all rest and recharge ready to come back to 
school after the break!

Thanks
Josh



Whole School Messages

Attendance matters!

Overall school attendance since September 93.5%
Overall school attendance for the week 92.4%

National Average since September - as at 8/1/24 - 91.6%

Attendance by House since September:

Australasia 94%
Asia 94.5%

Europe 94%
South America 93.9%

Africa 93.6%

Attendance by House since last week:

Australasia 91%
Asia 93.9%

Europe 92.4%
South America 94%

Africa 91.9%

Highest form attendance per House for the week:

Australasia - Australia 96.3%
Asia - Nepal 96.4%

Europe - Denmark 100%
South America - Brazil 100%
Africa - Côte d'Ivoire 98.1%



Whole School Messages

Perfect 3s

Excellent Behaviour for Learning goes hand in hand with achievement.  It is an excellent indicator of 
how your child is performing in lessons.  Who’s had the Perfect 3 since we’ve been back?

Year 7: 71 pupils to date
Year 8: 52 pupils to date
Year 9: 44 pupils to date
Year 10: 33 students to date
Year 11: 62 students to date
All: 262 students

Please congratulate your child if they have the Perfect 3.  All BfL scores can be seen in the 
Edulink app.

Students, please click the link to see what clubs, trips and activities are happening in school
Parklands Bulletin

Weekly Learning Support Board - please click here

How many had the perfect 3 in the previous 
week?

Year 7: 171  pupils
Year 8: 132 pupils
Year 9: 126 pupils

Year 10: 126 students
Year 11: 152 students

All: 707 students

How many pupils have a BfL score of 2.99 - 
3?

Year 7: 161 pupils
Year 8: 107 pupils
Year 9: 112 pupils

Year 10: 95 students
Year 11: 122 students

All:  597 students

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRNcPQ9Uf3S72S-RahELuO0CKiM6CzV71nJzqOj0LcY4W2mTjGIfL_JOMoUPq9pEKI02V9COxI5aSfB/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1jwOLfAMK4lPLDWxjZNleqBpVU-Hq0CoAvXLQ9lIw9Lc/edit#slide=id.g7711429be5_0_0


Whole School Messages

Chinese New Year - Today we celebrated Chinese New Year with decorations and a fabulous special 
menu in the canteen.   Xīnnián hǎo" (新年好)  /  "Gong hei fat choy" (恭喜发财) to all our Parklands 
community celebrating this festival.



Whole School Messages

Panathalon event

Parklands received the silver medal coming second in Chorley School Sports Partnership' s 
Panathalon event. A big well done to all pupils involved!

Like sport and PE but looking for a club to join? Click Here

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/15YwiA6n-fKs3nz1n7ii9DvG3n_g2BZKV-CubCuVg7Og/edit?usp=sharing


Whole School Messages

PE Update week beginning 20th November 

Year 7 Netball Tournament  - This has been postponed due weather conditions. We will let you know 
when this has been rescheduled. 

We’re so proud of the level of commitments shown by all of our pupils and which everyone a great half 
term! 

Although plagued by bad weather we had another 
busy week for extra curricular activities in the PE 
department.

Y7 Boys Football against Bishop Rawsthorne. A 
very excited team of boys showed great teamwork 
and represented Parklands proudly, well done! 

Year 8 Netball Tournament  -  We’re so proud 
of the girls for coming out in force this year to 
attend the netball tournament.  They fought well 
against teams from Holy Cross, St Michaels, 
Albany and Bishop Rawsthorne. Well done!

Year 9 Netball Tournament  -  The team showed 
great skill and camaraderie in all games against 
teams from Holy Cross, St Michaels, and Bishop 
Rawsthorne to take a fantastic 2nd place overall!  
Well done! 

U16 Basketball. A fanatic display of skill and teamwork 
which resulted in a nail biting final with a very unfortunate 
loss by one point! The team are 2nd in the district and well 
done!
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Like sport and PE but looking for a club to join? Click Here

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/15YwiA6n-fKs3nz1n7ii9DvG3n_g2BZKV-CubCuVg7Og/edit?usp=sharing


Whole School Messages

HOUSE T Shirt Order 

HOUSE T Shirt Order - for all pupils. Link to Google Form is here. You then MUST pay via SCOPAY. 
Deadline 9th February 2024

We will be offering these as an optional item to all pupils on the Barcelona trip to use while travelling 
and going from Hotel to Activity. 

Also available on SCOPAY

Parklands Sports Bag

We have a new item we want to offer to pupils. These can be used for fixtures, school, trips abroad.

We will be offering these as an optional item to all pupils on the Barcelona trip to use while travelling 
and going from Hotel to Activity. 

Also available on SCOPAY.

https://forms.gle/2Q8AzQByEQKxb2jM7


Whole School Messages

Year 11 ONLY. 

You have been emailed via EDULINK the link to the leavers shop. Please find another link here. This 
is all done by an outside company. Any errors will have to be amended and paid for by yourselves. 
The deadline is 11th February 2024. This CANNOT and will not change. 
https://www.leavershoodies.com/parklands-2024-leavers/january-2024-1 

Please click here for the weekly menu and additional information.

https://www.leavershoodies.com/parklands-2024-leavers/january-2024-1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SDreKq9YwhYhhwAFMkb-UgRcra4sVwF5/view?usp=sharing


Whole School Messages

“Songs from the Screen”

Tickets are now on sale for our annual dance show. 
“Songs from the Screen” will be a celebration of the best movie and TV soundtracks from our 
generation. With over 200 pupils performing, this is an event not to be missed! Tickets are £5 for 
adults and £3 for concessions. They are available at break or lunchtimes from the pavilion office. Don’t 
miss out!



Whole School Messages

Click here for more information.

Please note that this is a Aspirational Futures Multi Academy Trust vacancy and not a Parklands High 
School role.

https://www.parklandsacademy.co.uk/job-vacancies
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Click here to view the guide.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iArzUBfS6-cDYQmcl4z_7XQOB2seFYAQ/view?usp=sharing
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Careers

No Career News today, as it was emailed via Edulink on Tuesday. If you missed it, it is on the school 
website 
(https://www.parklandsacademy.co.uk/school-information/careers-information-advice-and-guidance). 
As always, there are lots of great opportunities for students including conferences, work experience, 
challenges, open events and much more.

https://www.parklandsacademy.co.uk/school-information/careers-information-advice-and-guidance

