
PARKLANDS BULLETIN
       26th Feb - 1st March 2024

Week 1
Principal's Message

Dear parents and carers,

This week has been another busy start to the half term, and we have been delighted to welcome all of 
our pupils back after the half term break. We hope that our Year 11s have been revising as well as 
resting, as the exams are approaching quickly. GCSE revision sessions have continued this week, and 
Year 11 also had a Review Day where they discussed their progress towards their target grades with 
their HALs. 

Next week sees one of the highlights of our school year - the Dance Show. Every year, hundreds of our 
pupils take part in this show, including dancers, singers, technical support, and make up artists! The 
theme this year is ‘Music from the Movies’. The show takes place on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday 
next week and tickets are available now. We look forward to seeing lots of you next week!

Year 10 and 11 Drama groups went with Mrs Gray to see a production of ‘Animal Farm’ at The Octagon 
in Bolton. This is a vital part of their GCSE exam specification, and was also a really enjoyable trip. As 
ever, our pupils represented the school really well and were a credit to us. 

You may have seen in the news that the Government has published new advice to schools regarding 
the use of mobile phones. Our current policy is that phones cannot be used inside the school building. 
However, in light of this new guidance, and growing concerns about the safeguarding implications of 
mobile phone usage, we are currently reviewing our policy. We will keep parents and carers informed of 
any changes to our current policy. 

Regards,

Mrs. Batson
Principal
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Please see the letter below for Y11

23rd February 2024

Dear parents and carers,

As we approach the most crucial time of your child’s time at Parklands we would like to provide some 
important information and reminders. 

Year 11 received their third tracker report this week. This provides an indication of the grades students 
are currently working at compared to their target grades and we hope you have had the chance to 
discuss the report with your child. 

There are only 8 weeks before the start of GCSE final exams and all the learning taking place in lessons 
is geared towards preparing  our students for the exams. Work set outside of lessons also supports 
them in their preparation. Sometimes we hear students remark on having to revise in addition to 
having home study but, at this stage,  all the  work set outside of lessons acts as revision- they are one 
and the same.

We have a full after school revision programme running and we would encourage you to ensure your 
child attends every session. The programme is shown below:

With such a short time remaining in school before the start of the exams, it is essential that attendance 
and behaviour for learning is excellent.
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There is some interesting information below:

Attendance facts: 

● There are 175 non school days a year. 
● There are only 190 school days a year.
● Less than 95% attendance means 1 day missed in every 20 days at school.This equates to 100 

lessons missed in one academic year. 
● Less than 90% attendance means 1 day  missed every 2 weeks.

While we appreciate every year group is different, the impact on achievement is clear. This can be 
seen by looking at last year’s Year 11:
Attendance impact

● The average grade for a student with 90% or less attendance was a 3.
● The average grade for a student with 97%+ attendance was a 6.
● Every student with 100% attendance passed both English and Maths (4+)
● Over a ¼ of students with less than 97% attendance failed to pass both English and Maths (4+)

BfL and  Behaviour impact 
● 100% of students with a BfL of less than 2.9 made negative progress
● 80% of those students with 2 or more amber subjects did not make positive progress.
● 70% of students with 1 amber subject did not make positive progress.

Having received the latest tracker report this week, you will be able to check your child’s attendance 
and BfL in relation to the information above. We are pleased to report that the majority of Year 11 have 
excellent BfL and attendance and are approaching their learning with commitment and maturity. 

The summer GCSE exam timetable has now been published and is available on Edulink. Clearly, it is 
essential that all exams are attended and conducted in the manner required by the exams regulator, 
JCQ. Should a student fail to attend an exam parents/ carers will be invoiced for the entry fee.

We hope that the remaining time at Parklands continues to be successful and we will do our utmost to 
support your child to achieve their best possible academic outcomes. Should you have any questions 
or concerns do not hesitate to contact us. 

Kind regards,
Mrs G. Aspinall
Vice Principal 
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Secure - In Monday's vertical form session, pupils will be exploring gender bias in the workplace and 
how it can limit their achievements. They will also be voicing their own opinions about how they want 
Parklands to help them to prevent this.

Parklands Parent Forum - The next Parent Forum is Tuesday 5th March at 6 pm in the Conference 
room in school. Items that are currently on the agenda are:
1 - Mobile Phones
2 - Vaping
3 - Home Study
4 - AOB 
Please email shaslam@parklandscademy.co.uk should you wish to attend. 

Year 10 Messages - Here is a letter from Mr Metcalf regarding the first Year 10 tracker. Please take 
time to read the key messages.

GCSE Pod - All KS4 pupils are being shown how to activate their GCSE Pod accounts this week 
during form if they haven’t already done so.
If you would like to get a headstart in getting your child onto GCSE Pod, here is the video that shows 
the steps to do so.
GCSE Pod Student Activation Video

Additionally - you can access a number of very helpful documents to help you understand GCSE Pod 
as a parent and how to monitor usage and support revision.

GCSE Pod Parent Pack in English
GCSE Pod Parent Pack in Arabic

School of Sanctuary - As a school we are in the process of applying to become a School of 
Sanctuary to celebrate the commitment we have to creating a culture of welcome, understanding and 
belonging for those forced to flee, as well as other pupils and their families who may need to seek 
sanctuary for any reason. We will keep you updated with our progress!

Science Disneyland Paris Trip - Science Disneyland Paris Trip - please ensure that you bring your 
child’s passport and GHIC card in and hand it in to the main office. I need these to complete the travel 
arrangements. Thanks Mr Madigan

The Careers Fair is on Friday 1st March and you are very welcome to attend. All of Year 9, 10 and 11 
will visit the event for about an hour, giving them the chance to speak to various professionals from a 
diverse range of industries, as well as colleges, universities and training providers. If you would like to 
attend please let Ms Berry know.

mailto:shaslam@parklandscademy.co.uk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sLtJckcDF8VXNDYjMv-CW6LwLqBOjZcg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FpaS9K0KRQ06Wa1j35tyAPDq0I8NT_7J/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1jhnbGZ-i_yWsG_Ja8jVpyYCWC4CW9BvJ?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1f15Ec1abzQHiAtxLep36J-LlwJLADlsH?usp=sharing
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(Year 7) Weekly discussion questions from the RS Department.
Current Unit - Introduction to Judaism 
Enquiry Question - What does it mean to be a Jew in the 21st century?

1. What does the term ‘covenant’ mean? 
2. Name three things you find in a synagogue
3. What does Shabbat mean?
4. Why do Jews observe Shabbat? 

(Year 8) Weekly discussion questions from the RS Department.
Current Unit - The History of Christianity
Enquiry Question - Who was the real Jesus?

1. How is Jesus seen as a political revolutionary?
2. How is Jesus seen as a God-man?
3. How is Jesus seen as a social revolutionary?
4. How is Jesus seen as human? 

(Year 9) Weekly discussion questions from the RS Department.
Current Unit - An Introduction to Islam 
Enquiry Question - Is it possible to be a ‘good’ Muslim living in Great Britain?

1. What does the word ‘Islam’ mean? 
2. Why are there no pictures or memorials of Prophet Muhammad? 
3. What were the conditions in Arabia as Prophet Muhammad was growing up?



Head Students’ Page

Hello everyone,

I hope you’ve all had a good half term and a good first week back, as 
we enter the Spring Term.

This week, there was a Year 11 review day. We wish them all the best 
of luck for their upcoming GCSEs, which are only 3 months away now.

There was also a Health and Social exam for Year 10, which is 30% of 
their whole grade. Well done to those who did it.

Finally, a quick reminder that there is the dance show next week, so 
make sure you get your tickets at the Pavilion, as I’m sure it will be 
very good. It is always the highlight of our school year!

Have a great weekend everyone!

Tom
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Attendance matters!

Overall school attendance since September 93.5%
Overall school attendance for the week 94.7%

National Average since September - as at 5/2/24 - 90%

Attendance by House since September:

Australasia 94.1%
Asia 94.5%

Europe 94.1%
South America 94.2%

Africa 93.6%

Attendance by House since last week:

Australasia 95.2%
Asia 95.5%

Europe 95.7%
South America 95.4%

Africa 94.2%

Highest form attendance per House for the week:

Australasia - New Zealand 98.5%
Asia - Philippines  98.8%
Europe - Belgium 98.2%

South America - Colombia 97.1%
Africa - Botswana 96.7%
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Perfect 3s

Excellent Behaviour for Learning goes hand in hand with achievement.  It is an excellent indicator of 
how your child is performing in lessons.  Who’s had the Perfect 3 since we’ve been back?

Year 7: 66 pupils to date
Year 8: 50 pupils to date
Year 9: 43 pupils to date
Year 10: 33 students to date
Year 11: 61 students to date
All: 253 students

Please congratulate your child if they have the Perfect 3.  All BfL scores can be seen in the 
Edulink app.

Students, please click the link to see what clubs, trips and activities are happening in school
Parklands Bulletin

Weekly Learning Support Board - please click here

How many had the perfect 3 in the previous 
week?

Year 7: 156  pupils
Year 8: 123 pupils
Year 9: 139 pupils

Year 10: 133 students
Year 11: 151 students

All: 702 students

How many pupils have a BfL score of 2.99 - 
3?

Year 7: 161 pupils
Year 8: 104 pupils
Year 9: 109 pupils

Year 10: 95 students
Year 11: 120 students

All:  589 students

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRNcPQ9Uf3S72S-RahELuO0CKiM6CzV71nJzqOj0LcY4W2mTjGIfL_JOMoUPq9pEKI02V9COxI5aSfB/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1pZXUTKrzbOwZmAIH72qkRg8OFKsSRL5ivwvsVsksb5M/edit#slide=id.g7711429be5_0_0
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Parent Forum

Our next parent forum will take place on Tuesday 5th March from 6pm to 7pm in the school library. 
The forum gives parents the opportunity to discuss what we are doing well in school and areas that we 
could improve. Everybody is welcome to attend, however, we are particularly keen for parents who 
have children who speak another language at home to attend to discuss their experiences. If you 
would like to attend, please let me know by replying to this email.

یعقد منتدى أولیاء الأمور القادم یوم الثلاثاء 5 مارس من الساعة 6 مساءً حتى 7 مساءً في مكتبة المدرسة. یمنح المنتدى أولیاء الأمور الفرصة 
لمناقشة ما نقوم بھ بشكل جید في المدرسة والمجالات التي یمكننا تحسینھا. نرحب بالجمیع للحضور، ومع ذلك، فإننا حریصون بشكل خاص على 
حضور الآباء الذین لدیھم أطفال یتحدثون لغة أخرى في المنزل لمناقشة تجاربھم. إذا كنت ترغب في الحضور، فیرجى إبلاغي بذلك عن طریق 

الرد على ھذا البرید الإلكتروني.

Наш следующий родительский форум состоится во вторник, 5 марта, с 18:00 до 19:00 в 
школьной библиотеке. Форум дает родителям возможность обсудить, что мы делаем хорошо в 
школе и какие области мы могли бы улучшить. Приглашаются все желающие, однако мы 
особенно заинтересованы в том, чтобы родители, у которых есть дети, говорящие дома на 
другом языке, могли прийти и обсудить свой опыт. Если вы хотите принять участие, сообщите 
мне об этом, ответив на это письмо.

Наш наступний батьківський форум відбудеться у вівторок, 5 березня, з 18:00 до 19:00 у 
шкільній бібліотеці. Форум дає батькам можливість обговорити, що ми робимо добре в школі, і в 
яких сферах ми могли б покращити. Усі бажаючі можуть бути присутніми, однак ми особливо 
зацікавлені в тому, щоб батьки, у яких є діти, які говорять іншою мовою вдома, прийшли, щоб 
обговорити свій досвід. Якщо ви хочете взяти участь, повідомте мене, відповівши на цей 
електронний лист.

ہمارا اگلا پیرنٹ فورم 5 مارچ بروز منگل شام 6 بجے سے شام 7 بجے تک اسکول کی لائبریری میں ہوگا۔ یہ فورم والدین کو یہ بات 
کرنے کا موقع فراہم کرتا ہے کہ ہم اسکول اور ان شعبوں میں کیا بہتر کر رہے ہیں جن میں ہم بہتری لا سکتے ہیں۔ ہر کسی کو شرکت 
کے لیے خوش آمدید کہا جاتا ہے، تاہم، ہم خاص طور پر ان والدین کے لیے پرجوش ہیں جن کے بچے ہیں جو گھر میں دوسری زبان 

بولتے ہیں اور اپنے تجربات پر بات کرنے کے لیے حاضر ہوں۔ اگر آپ شرکت کرنا چاہتے ہیں، تو براه کرم مجھے اس ای میل کا جواب 
دے کر بتائیں۔
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Like sport and PE but looking for a club to join? Click Here

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/15YwiA6n-fKs3nz1n7ii9DvG3n_g2BZKV-CubCuVg7Og/edit?usp=sharing
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PE Update week beginning 19th February 2024 

A busy week to start off the new half term with a big focus on preparation for our GCSE PE students 
who have their final practical examination in the coming weeks! We have also been busy with final 
rehearsals for our fantastic dance show which is next week! Remember full technical rehearsals 
Monday and Tuesday after school and opening night on Wednesday! Don’t miss out on coming to see 
this spectacular show, tickets are still available but are selling fast!   

Under 13 Girls Football Lancashire Cup semi final against St Augustines - another tough team to 
play. The girls played well as a team and showed great skill but unfortunately lost 2-1. Well done for 
getting so far in the competition!

Year 8 Basketball at Parklands - we were able to enter two teams into this tournament against 
schools from the Chorley district. The boys all played really well  and presented Parklands valiantly. 
The teams placed 3rd and 5th well done!

Another great week for Parklands in the PE department with lots of fun had! 

Year 10 & 11 Boys Handball district tournament at 
Albany - the team competed against all schools in 
the district and for some it was their last ever 
handball competition. The boys showed great skill 
and determination and did us proud,well done! 

Year 10 & 11 Girls Handball district 
tournament at St Michael’s - the team 
competed against all schools in the district 
and for some it was their last ever handball 
competition. This was a great experience 
for our GCSE PE students to get a good 
understanding of the competitive game of 
handball. Well done. 
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“Songs from the Screen” - NEXT WEEK!

Tickets are now on sale for our annual dance show. 
“Songs from the Screen” will be a celebration of the best movie and TV soundtracks from our 
generation. With over 200 pupils performing, this is an event not to be missed! Tickets are £5 for 
adults and £3 for concessions. They are available at break or lunchtimes from the pavilion office. Don’t 
miss out!
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Seb Hobert, Mrs Sullivan-Brown & Mrs Holbert are all performing in the smash hit musical Priscilla 
Queen of the Desert during the Easter holidays. It is the heartwarming, uplifting adventure of three 
friends who hop aboard a battered old bus searching for love and friendship and end up finding more 
than they had ever dreamed of. With a dazzling array of outrageous costumes and a hit parade of 
dance floor favourites including “It’s Raining Men,” “I Will Survive,” “Hot Stuff,” “Boogie Wonderland,” 
“Go West,” “Girls Just Wanna Have Fun,” and “I Love The Nightlife,” this wildly fresh and funny 
musical is a journey to the heart of FABULOUS! Choreographed by Miss Marr and Mrs 
Sullivan-Brown. Tickets are available from @h-a-t-s.net
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Please click here for the weekly menu and additional information.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SDreKq9YwhYhhwAFMkb-UgRcra4sVwF5/view?usp=sharing
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Please get back involved. We have had lots of ticket sale disappear and we need to get them back up 
to 250 tickets

£1 a week, the weekly prize fund is currently at around £70 a week! There is a draw every week for 
Parklands and you are also entered in all of the bigger prizes.



Careers

Click here for this week’s news.

Lots of great opportunities in this week’s Career News: competitions, conferences, webinars, live 
employer events, open days, podcasts and much more. 

Aspiring medics, dentists and allied health professionals have a wealth of options from the Medic 
Mentor family. These are absolutely vital for anyone who wants to enter the medical profession. 

Wigan & Leigh College interviews on Wednesday 28th February - the college have sent out letters 
with the times of the interviews and there will be a schedule posted outside the Top Office. All 
interviews will be held in the Conference Room, not the Refectory. Runshaw interviews are 14th/15th 
March.

https://files.schudio.com/parklandshighschool/files/documents/Spring_issue_five.pdf
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The Careers Fair is on Friday 1st March and you are very welcome to attend. All of Year 9, 10 and 11 
will visit the event for about an hour, giving them the chance to speak to various professionals from a 
diverse range of industries, as well as colleges, universities and training providers.
Thank you to everyone who has volunteered to support our pupils. If you would like to attend please 
let Ms Berry know.

There are a number of really good apprenticeship vacancies available on Gov.UK at the moment, with 
start dates after the summer holidays. The closing date for Leyland Trucks apprenticeships is 1st 
March, so if you are considering applying, do so as quickly as possible.
The NHS are looking for apprentice accountants - imagine the budgets you may be dealing with! 
There are also a number of positions with United Utilities and Barratt Homes, to name just a few.
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship is the website, put in your postcode and check out the 
vacancies in your area (a radius of 5 miles gives a manageable amount of vacancies to look through).

EDT Bronze Industrial Cadet Challenge - launch event coming up soon. There are two different 
challenges this year, one is a ‘Green Garden’ - the other will be revealed shortly. Thanks to our 
generous sponsors, NSG Environmental and Ninevah for enabling us to take part. Year 8/9 - see Miss 
Berry (top office) for more details. If you have already given me your name, you are on the team. 
Spaces for 6 more pupils.

Work Experience - consent forms must be back by 29th February. Booklets are available from the Top 
Office - once you have found an employer, they must complete a placement booklet (employer and 
insurance details). There are a number of great opportunities that local employers have offered, for 
anyone who is struggling to find a placement - contact Miss Berry (pberry@parklandsacademy.co.uk) 
for more information.

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
mailto:pberry@parklandsacademy.co.uk

