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Week 2
Principal's Message

Dear parents and carers,

This week everyone has been really busy as our annual dance show has been taking place. This is one 
of the highlights of our school calendar and this year has been no exception. There are hundreds of 
students taking part this year, including some Year 7 students appearing in their first Parklands show, 
and year 11s appearing in their last show. There have also been several students helping out behind 
the scenes in the tech team, and lots of staff helping out in a range of roles. This is the 12th show, and 
is also the 12th year that our staff dance has made an appearance; they have assured me that this year 
is the best ever! The team has performed on Wednesday and Thursday nights, and today we have the 
matinee for our Primary schools and then the final performance this evening. Everyone will need a rest 
this weekend!

Today we have also hosted a careers fair for Years 9-11. It was a great opportunity for our students to 
talk to employers, colleges, training providers, and universities. They were able to ask about courses, 
apprenticeships, work experience placements, and just for general advice about possible career paths. 
This is always a really valuable experience for our older students, and can help them to make important 
decisions about their futures. Next week Year 9 also have their Specialisms Respect Day, which will 
help them to make decisions about their choices for GCSE subjects.

It is also our regular Parent Forum at 6pm on Tuesday, where parents and carers can give us their 
valuable  feedback  about life at Parklands. Please email shaslam@parklandsacademy.co.uk if you 
would like to attend.

Regards,

Mrs. Batson
Principal

mailto:shaslam@parklandsacademy.co.uk


Whole School Messages

Year 7 Review Day - We were delighted to celebrate the progress of our Year 7 pupils on Thursday. 
They had their Review Day and received their first ever Parklands Progress Report. At the Review 
Day every Year 7 pupil met individually with their HAL and reviewed their report. We hope you spent 
some time at home looking at the report with your child and discussing the progress made over their 
first term and a half at high school. We sent a letter via email on Thursday to all parents and carers, 
explaining the report in more detail. Click here to read a copy.

Year 9 Respect day on Thursday - This is about choosing their specialisms for KS4. They will have 
sessions about how to decide what is best for them, how to work the software where they will register 
their choices and, if they have chosen to, taster sessions in subjects they have not studied at KS3. No 
decisions will be made on Thursday as pupils should still discuss this important stage with 
parents/carers. This day is intended to support pupils in the process of deciding and all information 
used on the day will be available to view on the Secure Google Classroom at the end of the day.

Year 11- Easter School. We are pleased to inform you that it will be taking place this year, during the 
Easter break. This is for year 11s only, to help prepare for their imminent GCSE and BTEC exams. 
Subjects on offer this year will be: Art, Business Studies, Computer Science, DT, Dance, Food & 
Nutrition, Further Maths,  Health & Social Care, Languages, Maths, Media, Photography, RS and 
Science. Details with a full timetable and prices will be shared next week.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W9OnFEgicIBHn8KXy9hwGXQCb6hyFrdH/view?usp=sharing
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(Year 7) Weekly discussion questions from the RS Department.
Current Unit - Introduction to Judaism 
Enquiry Question - What does it mean to be a Jew in the 21st century?

1. What is a Bar Mitzvah? When does this take place?
2. What is a Bat Mitzvah? When does this take place?
3. How do Jewish children prepare for their ceremony?
4. What special clothing might a Jewish boy wear during their ceremony?

(Year 8) Weekly discussion questions from the RS Department.
Current Unit - The History of Christianity
Enquiry Question - Who was the real Jesus?

1. How is Jesus seen as a political revolutionary?
2. How is Jesus seen as a God-man?
3. How is Jesus seen as a social revolutionary?
4. How is Jesus seen as human? 

(Year 9) Weekly discussion questions from the RS Department.
Current Unit - An Introduction to Islam 
Enquiry Question - Is it possible to be a ‘good’ Muslim living in Great Britain?

1. Give three examples of prophets in Islam
2. What was life like in Arabia before Islam existed?
3. Why is the Quran important to Muslims?
4. Who gave the Quran to Prophet Muhammad?
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Attendance matters!

Overall school attendance since September 93.5%
Overall school attendance for the week 94.7%

National Average since September - as at 5/2/24 - 90%

Attendance by House since September:

Australasia 94.1%
Asia 94.6%

Europe 94.1%
South America 94.2%

Africa 93.6%

Attendance by House since last week:

Australasia 94.5%
Asia 95.3%

Europe 94.5%
South America 94.5%

Africa 93.1%

Highest form attendance per House for the week:

Australasia - Australia 96.7%
Asia - Tibet  98.3%

Europe - Switzerland 98.3%
South America - Colombia 96.8%

Africa - Madagascar 97.5%
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Common childhood illness information and school attendance

Please see the NHS advice regarding common childhood illness and school attendance.

Head lice and nits - https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/

Very common in children - There's nothing you can do to prevent head lice.
You can help stop them spreading by wet or dry combing regularly to catch them early.
Do not use medicated lotions and sprays to prevent head lice. They can irritate the scalp.

There's no need for children to stay off school or to wash laundry on a hot wash.

Scabies - https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/scabies/

Scabies is an itchy rash caused by mites. It’s spread through close skin contact, and anyone can get 
it. It should be treated quickly to stop it spreading.
Scabies is very infectious, but it can take up to 8 weeks for the rash to appear.
Everyone in your home needs to be treated at the same time, even if they do not have symptoms. But 
do not use pharmacy treatments on children under 2 years old, they will need to see a GP.

You or your child can go back to work or school 24 hours after the first treatment.

Impetigo- https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/impetigo/

Impetigo is a skin infection that's very contagious but not usually serious. It often gets better in 7 to 10 
days if you get treatment. Anyone can get it, but it's very common in young children.
It stops being contagious:

● 48 hours after you start using hydrogen peroxide cream or antibiotics prescribed by your GP
● when the patches dry out and crust over (if you do not get treatment)

You or your child can go back to work or school 48 hours after the first treatment. Or when the 
patches dry over 

Threadworms - https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/threadworms/

Threadworms (pinworms) are tiny worms in your poo. They're common in children and spread easily. 
You can treat them without seeing a GP.

If you or your child has threadworms there's no need to stay off nursery, school or work.

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/scabies/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/threadworms/
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Perfect 3s

Excellent Behaviour for Learning goes hand in hand with achievement.  It is an excellent indicator of 
how your child is performing in lessons.  Who’s had the Perfect 3 since we’ve been back?

Year 7: 58 pupils to date
Year 8: 50 pupils to date
Year 9: 41 pupils to date
Year 10: 31 students to date
Year 11: 60 students to date
All: 240 students

Please congratulate your child if they have the Perfect 3.  All BfL scores can be seen in the 
Edulink app.

Students, please click the link to see what clubs, trips and activities are happening in school
Parklands Bulletin

Weekly Learning Support Board - please click here

How many had the perfect 3 in the previous 
week?

Year 7: 162  pupils
Year 8: 124 pupils
Year 9: 140 pupils

Year 10: 116 students
Year 11: 142 students

All: 684 students

How many pupils have a BfL score of 2.99 - 
3?

Year 7: 157 pupils
Year 8: 102 pupils
Year 9: 106 pupils

Year 10: 95 students
Year 11: 121 students

All:  581 students

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRNcPQ9Uf3S72S-RahELuO0CKiM6CzV71nJzqOj0LcY4W2mTjGIfL_JOMoUPq9pEKI02V9COxI5aSfB/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1pZXUTKrzbOwZmAIH72qkRg8OFKsSRL5ivwvsVsksb5M/edit#slide=id.g7711429be5_0_0


Head Students’ Page

Hello everyone,

I hope you’ve all had a good week! It’s been busy with everything that 
we’ve had going on. It was year 7 review day and I saw lots of purple 
and green trackers. Hopefully our youngest year will see this as 
motivation to do even better than they already are.

We also have had the highlight of the school year which was the 
annual dance show. Huge congratulations to everyone involved as it 
was as always excellent!

We also had our careers fair where KS4 had the chance to talk to 
many different companies and colleges in order to make connections 
and see what they are hoping to do for their future!

Have a good weekend!

Amna 
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Flamenco music and dance trip

Y9 and Y11 students visited Liverpool last weekend to watch an incredible Flamenco music and dance 
performance. We all had a fabulous time and learnt so much about the history, geography and culture 
of the Andalucía region of Spain. ¡Olé!

World Book Day 

In advance of World Book Day and to celebrate our mission to become a School of Sanctuary, we 
have prepared a selection of fiction and non-fiction books to read that promote diversity. 

Diversity Reading List

If you read one, Mrs Donohue would love you to write a short review to let us know what you think. 
Please email to jdonohue@parklandsacademy.co.uk

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_Q2V_tkmiviO0HAwRXxcCjbTYjyn-9bxXaz2jLhoq6I/edit
mailto:jdonohue@parklandsacademy.co.uk


Whole School Messages

PE Update week beginning 26th February 2024

Another busy week in the PE/Dance department as show week commenced! Preparations for the 
GCSE practical exams are still going strong too! 

Songs from the Screen Dance Show - What a week! 
The week started with two full dress and tech rehearsals on Monday and Tuesday ensuring all 
routines ran smoothly. 
Wednesday was opening night and what a night it was followed by an even better night on Thursday! 
We still have the afternoon matinee and Friday evening performance to go and I’m sure they will be 
even better! 
The cast have been truly fantastic this year with so much talent on display on stage but also they have 
been a true credit to the school and their parents as their behaviour backstage has been exemplary! 
The atmosphere has been truly magic and we hope pupils will remember this in years to come. 
A massive thanks to the music department, especially Mr Penketh and all of the tech crew who made 
sure all of the mics were on, lights were shining and the song list was played (in the right order!) The 
prefects who volunteered to help with refreshments and more! . We couldn’t have done it without all of 
the help of staff and pupils who give up their own time to help create dances, sew costumes, run 
rehearsals, sell tickets, help with refreshments etc.  so THANK YOU! 

Year 7 Football vs Applewood School @ Parklands. What a 
game! The atmosphere was electric when these two teams came 
head to head. Both teams played fantastic football and showed 
great teamwork. The teams represented their schools proudly 
well done!
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Like sport and PE but looking for a club to join? Click Here

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/15YwiA6n-fKs3nz1n7ii9DvG3n_g2BZKV-CubCuVg7Og/edit?usp=sharing


Prom Incentive 



Prom Incentive 



Parklands Projects

Canopy 
 
Our long awaited Canopy is finally underway. 
The foundations have been dug and the first pour of concrete has been made ready for the black steel 
frame to be erected. To compliment, the canopy will have mint coloured polycarbonate roof panels 
along with glazed sides which will have the school logo on each panel. It will have four entry and exit 
points, each with cobalt blue vinyl panels to the side etched with Parklands High School.

This covered area will have an array of uses form shelter in 
inclement weather to outdoor classes and activities. I'm sure 
you'll agree this area will benefit our pupils school days 
immensely.
To keep everyone updated, we will post the stages of build 
each week until completion.

Work commenced on the 12th February with the 
removal of the existing synthetic pitch.  Hunts 
Contractors have today taken delivery of the carpet 
which will be laid over the next two weeks with a view to 
the pitch being available to the school in April.  The 
photograph shows the completed shock pad layer.

3G Pitch
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Seb Hobert, Mrs Sullivan-Brown & Mrs Holbert are all performing in the smash hit musical Priscilla 
Queen of the Desert during the Easter holidays. It is the heartwarming, uplifting adventure of three 
friends who hop aboard a battered old bus searching for love and friendship and end up finding more 
than they had ever dreamed of. With a dazzling array of outrageous costumes and a hit parade of 
dance floor favourites including “It’s Raining Men,” “I Will Survive,” “Hot Stuff,” “Boogie Wonderland,” 
“Go West,” “Girls Just Wanna Have Fun,” and “I Love The Nightlife,” this wildly fresh and funny 
musical is a journey to the heart of FABULOUS! Choreographed by Miss Marr and Mrs 
Sullivan-Brown. Tickets are available from @h-a-t-s.net



Whole School Messages

Please click here for the weekly menu and additional information.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/16jUc3NlhU6zyGkRP0vQrN8aMFYmRtp7J/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117634594484337634945&rtpof=true&sd=true


Internet Safety

Click here for full details.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VAu3VypmFXbb8m2YVGoxBrX46AaG-H_o/view?usp=sharing
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Please get back involved. We have had lots of ticket sale disappear and we need to get them back up 
to 250 tickets

£1 a week, the weekly prize fund is currently at around £70 a week! There is a draw every week for 
Parklands and you are also entered in all of the bigger prizes.



Careers

Click here for this week’s news.

Lots of great opportunities in this week’s edition of Career News: conferences, competitions, work 
experience, webinars, open events and much more!

Year 10 will visit two colleges for sampling in July: Runshaw and Wigan & Leigh. The first 
pre-sampling assembly is coming up in the next few weeks - pupils will be asked to choose the 
subjects they fancy trying out. It is important that they choose the subjects they are really interested in, 
not the ones their friends are choosing, as everyone gets an individual timetable, so even pupils with 
identical subjects may be sampling these at different times of the day. I will share a list of subjects on 
offer next week.

https://files.schudio.com/parklandshighschool/files/documents/Spring_issue_SIX.pdf


Careers

Work Experience: please ensure booklets are returned promptly, once the employer has agreed the 
placement, otherwise that placement could be taken by someone else if I haven’t confirmed it.
There are still some consent forms to be returned - please get these back as soon as possible. 

I now have the application forms for the NHS ‘School to Work’ work experience programme. If you are 
interested in working in the NHS in any sort of role, this is the WEX programme for you. During the 
week, you will meet lots of different professionals (last year we had dentists, eye specialists, 
radiographers, pharmacists, HCAs and more), tour the hospital (Chorley), take part in activities on the 
wards at the LIFE Centre and find out much more about careers in healthcare. At the end of the 
course, you will receive a certificate of completion from the NHS Trust - something to mention on your 
CV and at future interviews. 
If you are interested, please collect an application form now - places will fill up fast!


