
PARKLANDS BULLETIN
        9th - 12th Jan 2024

Week 1
Principal's Message

Dear parents and carers,

This week we have really got into the Christmas Spirit - we had a lunchtime House Christmas 
Sing-a-long on Wednesday, and then yesterday was the Christmas Just Dance at lunchtime. We have 
been delivering Christmas hampers all week and today we have Christmas Bingo before our early finish 
for the holidays.

We have also run our Christmas Trips. Most of Year 7 went to see Wonka at the local cinema and had a 
fabulous time. Years 8-11 went to the Trafford Centre last night, and they were a credit to us all.  

The poem below was shared with students in my final Christmas message, to encourage them to think 
about spreading kindness and thinking of others over the holidays.

The Power of One

One song can spark a moment,
One whisper can wake the dream.
One tree can start a forest,
One bird can herald spring.

One smile begins a friendship,
One handclasp lifts the soul,
One star can guide a ship at sea,
One word can frame the goal

One vote can change a nation,
One sunbeam lights a room
One candle wipes out darkness,
One laugh will conquer gloom.

One step must start each journey.
One word must start each prayer.
One hope will raise our spirits,
One touch can show you care.

One voice can speak with wisdom,
One heart can know what's true,
One life can make a difference,
You see, it's up to you!
                                                                                                 Ashish Ram



PARKLANDS BULLETIN
        9th - 12th Jan 2024

Week 1
Principal's Message

All of us at Parklands would like to wish everybody a peaceful and Happy Christmas and a wonderful 
New Year. We look forward to seeing pupils back in January.

Kind regards,

Mrs. Batson
Principal



Whole School Messages

(Year 7) Weekly discussion questions from the RS Department.
Current Unit - Ultimate Questions  
Enquiry Question - Is it possible to find answers to ultimate questions?

1. What is a worldview? 
2. What do Humanists believe about the creation of the world?
3. ‘It is important to understand the viewpoints of others’. How far do you agree with this 

statement?
4. Give 3 things that influence your own worldview

(Year 8) Weekly discussion questions from the RS Department.
Current Unit - Prejudice and Discrimination 
Enquiry Question - Why do people discriminate?

1. What does sexism mean?
2. Give one difference between the Suffragists and Suffragettes
3. What happened to Emily Wilding Davidson?
4. What led to the Equal Pay Act 1970?

(Year 9) Weekly discussion questions from the RS Department.
Current Unit - Human Rights and Social Justice 
Enquiry Question - Do we still need human rights today?

1. What is the concept of "tzedakah" in the Jewish community?
2. What is the practice of "Langar" in the Sikh community
3. How does it create a sense of community and compassion?
4. How do Sikhs work towards preventing and ending human trafficking?

Year 10 - As Year 10 come to the end of their first term in Key Stage 4 and their GCSE courses we 
have a number of important events taking place when we return. You will find all the information 
needed on this attached letter.

Year 10 - Year 10 will be undertaking a week of Work Experience during the week 15th - 19th July 
2024. Use the holiday time wisely to talk to friends and relatives about possible placements - all the 
information you need will be on the school website. 
https://www.parklandsacademy.co.uk/parents/work-experience

Aspiring Medics - please note the following from Medic Mentor:

● Engage in Essay and Art Competitions, with publishing and research opportunities. This month 
is centred around the theme "Lifeline," and closes on February 1st.

● Enrol in the Medical Leadership Programme to develop leadership skills and access valuable 
mentoring opportunities.

● Join the Virtual Medical & Dental Society Committee or Wider Reading Society’s Committee for 
leadership, presentation, and extensive reading opportunities.

● Explore Virtual Work Experience to gain insights into the medical or dental profession.

Here is a list of extracurricular activities that students can access for free to help them stand out at 
interviews and in personal statements: https://medicmentor.org/medical-extracurricular-activities/

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aWAfGnb25cBMd-w4CIoeyrzESHgyci0xV8iEOUBbSqk/edit
https://www.parklandsacademy.co.uk/parents/work-experience
https://medicmentor.org/medical-extracurricular-activities/


Whole School Messages

Year 11 - please make sure you apply to at least TWO colleges over the Christmas holidays if you 
haven’t already done so. Interviews start in January.

https://blackburn.ac.uk/how-to-apply
https://www.preston.ac.uk/online-application/
https://www.cardinalnewman.ac.uk/apply-now/admissions
https://www.runshaw.ac.uk/study-at-runshaw/apply/
https://www.boltoncollege.ac.uk/about-us/apply-online/
https://www.bolton-sfc.ac.uk/apply/how-to-apply/
https://www.wigan-leigh.ac.uk/application-form

These links will take you directly to the application pages of the colleges. Don’t forget that you can 
change anything on the form at interview or enrolment, so don’t panic if your exam results after the 
mocks are better or worse than you expected, or you change your mind about the course you want to 
study.

BAE Apprenticeship Scheme 

BAE Systems are still accepting applications for their apprenticeship scheme, but don’t leave it too 
late. The window closes on February 28th, but you need to get your application in much sooner than 
that!
https://www.baesystems.com/en/careers/careers-in-the-uk/apprenticeships
Take your time over the application form, one line answers will not suffice - you will be up against 
thousands of other hopeful applicants. 

https://blackburn.ac.uk/how-to-apply
https://www.preston.ac.uk/online-application/
https://www.cardinalnewman.ac.uk/apply-now/admissions
https://www.runshaw.ac.uk/study-at-runshaw/apply/
https://www.boltoncollege.ac.uk/about-us/apply-online/
https://www.bolton-sfc.ac.uk/apply/how-to-apply/
https://www.wigan-leigh.ac.uk/application-form
https://www.baesystems.com/en/careers/careers-in-the-uk/apprenticeships


Head Students’ Page

Hello everyone, 

As our last Head Students’ message, we wanted to wish the new Head 
Students good luck for their role in the new year. We hope everyone 
everyone enjoys the Christmas break and is ready to return in 2024.

Seb, Ebony, Grace and Lucas.



Whole School Messages

Perfect 3s

Excellent Behaviour for Learning goes hand in hand with achievement.  It is an excellent indicator of 
how your child is performing in lessons.  Who’s had the Perfect 3 since we’ve been back?

Year 7: 81 pupils to date
Year 8: 58 pupils to date
Year 9: 55 pupils to date
Year 10: 51 students to date
Year 11: 74 students to date
All: 319 students

Please congratulate your child if they have the Perfect 3.  All BfL scores can be seen in the 
Edulink app.

Students, please click the link to see what clubs, trips and activities are happening in school
Parklands Bulletin

Weekly Learning Support Board - please click here

How many had the perfect 3 in the previous 
week?

Year 7: 176  pupils
Year 8: 142 pupils
Year 9: 145 pupils

Year 10: 127 students
Year 11: 176 students

All: 766 students

How many pupils have a BfL score of 2.99 - 
3?

Year 7: 160 pupils
Year 8: 114 pupils
Year 9: 116 pupils

Year 10: 100 students
Year 11: 118 students

All:  608 students

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRNcPQ9Uf3S72S-RahELuO0CKiM6CzV71nJzqOj0LcY4W2mTjGIfL_JOMoUPq9pEKI02V9COxI5aSfB/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Dkabd7zrlHk92H19BSq8WOuL47p_6jLjOEq4uQ-APuw/edit#slide=id.g7711429be5_0_0


Whole School Messages

We had a wonderfully festive Christmas party for our EAL students with mince pies and Christmas 
Crackers. Happy Christmas!

Launch of the 2024 OxBright Essay Competition
Are your students looking for a way to challenge themselves beyond the school curriculum over the 
winter break? Do they want to delve deeper into their subject, develop clarity about their future, and 
gain an edge for university applications - all whilst competing for £100k worth of academic prizes? If 
so, the OxBright Essay Competition is the perfect opportunity!
The 2024 OxBright Essay Competition question is:

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world.” 

How does collaboration in [your chosen subject] support social impact and innovation? Discuss how 
working together is essential when addressing global challenges and creating meaningful change.

The OxBright Essay Competition gives students the opportunity to showcase their interest in their 
chosen subject, and explore their curiosities in further detail.
Awards:

 

Students can find more information, and enter, here. Entries close on 31st March 2024.

● Most Outstanding Essay (Prize: a place on our sister organisation, 
the Oxford Scholastica Academy’s residential Oxford summer 
school, worth £6,495)

● Best Essay for each subject category (Prize: a place on an 
OxBright online course or internship, worth £995)

● Highly Commended (for the top 20% of entries, who will receive a 
certificate of achievement)

https://aarc2.r.sp1-brevo.net/mk/cl/f/sh/1t6Af4OiGsGQ0wjcM0tssqpQi3ivSv/JN0HYV8o8rfy


Whole School Messages

Thank you to everyone in Europe House for all their hard work and enthusiasm this term. I hope you 
have a wonderful brak and I look forward to seeing you all in the new year 
Wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas, love from Mrs Fox Europe House.



Whole School Messages

Useful resources and links to websites/apps: 

Link to support Apps/websites
 
https://www.camhs-resources.co.uk/apps-1
 
https://www.butterflyandphoenix.org/
 
https://www.kooth.com/

https://www.papyrus-uk.org/

Useful telephone numbers:
 
Samaritans – 116 123
 
Young Minds – Text service for urgent help – Text YM to 85258
Hope - 0800 068 4141 Text - 07860039967
Crisis numbers:
 
If you need urgent help or assistance, please call 999.
 
If you require urgent support you can contact the crisis team on
01772 647024. 01772 773433. (over  16)
Chorley, Preston and south Ribble (under 16) 0800 953 0110
 
It can be helpful to think ahead, so when you are feeling low you have a plan of what to do to keep 
yourself safe, this may be a person that you trust to speak to and ask for help. There may be a 
distraction tool that works for you, so it could be helpful to know what this is. Make sure you have the 
above resources handy, so you know where to find them if you are in need of help.

https://www.camhs-resources.co.uk/apps-1
https://www.butterflyandphoenix.org/
https://www.kooth.com/
https://www.papyrus-uk.org/


Whole School Messages

Like sport and PE but looking for a club to join? Click Here

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/15YwiA6n-fKs3nz1n7ii9DvG3n_g2BZKV-CubCuVg7Og/edit?usp=sharing


Whole School Messages

Parklands Trips 2024

Please find on link here the following slides all the trips with spaces 
available and running this year. 

Please note some trips may require payments ASAP to catch up. 

Please contact the member of staff on the slide for the specific trip 
for further details.

All the trips are dependant on good behaviour and attendance and 
pupils can be removed once on a trip for poor behaviour and 

attendance.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pKTCHI35m2SaocyMjRGoOTKBZU_xUA27/view?usp=sharing


Whole School Messages



Whole School Messages

ONLY OPEN TO YEARS 7,8 AND 9 

Pay £50 deposit now and you don’t need to make any more payments until September 2024 (Further 
payments can be made if you would prefer). A fantastic summer holiday experience! 
Letter available here.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/18XtXvdrY3yMVCVYLEJyzhSnwV2iB-e2xCbWZPyCF7hE/edit?usp=sharing


Whole School Messages

Please click here for the weekly menu and additional information.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GJZ76cuvW9b_dVwFBPoHCgZ9jcYN987x/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117634594484337634945&rtpof=true&sd=true


Whole School Messages

Please click here for full details

https://www.parklandsacademy.co.uk/job-vacancies


Whole School Messages

Please click here to watch the video.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NndeY9RklE0EYlyfzpXWbv-I3ND-OpM2/view?usp=sharing
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Whole School Messages

Please click here for more information.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ll31ohywGIAbHr9WGvRts_kFwWZklNPX/view?usp=sharing
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Whole School Messages

Please click here for more information.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1n4nFqm6JJKyiZTyOoT5rIwZgH9406AIU/view?usp=sharing


Whole School Messages

Please click here for more information.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dPPIll0gBbeSv1XWY8GdNA1eSCxugqjT/view?usp=sharing
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Careers


