
Headteacher’s Message

Dear parents, carers and students,

Despite the cold weather and windows being open, our classrooms are still very warm indeed.  
Therefore, normal uniform rules apply from Monday.

We will continue to monitor the situation in the local area regarding Strep A and update everyone if 
the Public Health team’s advice changes.  The Department for Education has reiterated the 
importance of attendance in school - please see details below which I received this week.

Scarlet Fever and Group Strep A Infections
The Secretary of State for Education, Gillian Keegan, is closely monitoring the increased cases of 
Group A streptococcus (Strep A) and scarlet fever. As a Department, we are working closely with the 
UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA), who are leading on the response.
UKHSA is reporting an increased number of cases of Group A streptococcus (Strep A) compared to 
normal at this time of year. There is no evidence that a new strain is circulating and the increase is 
most likely related to high amounts of circulating bacteria and social mixing.

What are the symptoms of Strep A/scarlet fever?
Strep A infections can cause a range of symptoms that parents should be aware of, including:

● Sore throat
● Headache
● Fever
● A fine, pinkish or red body rash with a sandpapery feel
● On darker skin the rash can be more difficult to detect visually but will have a sandpapery feel

If a child becomes unwell with these symptoms, please advise parents to contact their GP practice or 
contact NHS 111 (which operates a 24/7 service) to seek advice.
If a child has scarlet fever, advise they stay at home until at least 24 hours after the start of antibiotic 
treatment to avoid spreading the infection to others.
Encourage parents to trust their own judgement and if their child seems seriously unwell call 999 or 
go to A&E if:

● a child is having difficulty breathing – you may notice grunting noises or their tummy sucking 
under their ribs

● there are pauses when a child breathes
● a child’s skin, tongue or lips are blue
● a child is floppy and will not wake up or stay awake.

If there are confirmed or suspected cases in an education or childcare setting, there is no reason for 
children to be kept at home if they are well.

Reminder:  school closes at 1pm on Friday and reopens on Wednesday, 4th January 2023.
Wishing you all the best,
Mr Mitchell
Headteacher
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https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fconditions%2Fblue-skin-or-lips-cyanosis%2F&data=05%7C01%7CLisa.Bullock%40ukhsa.gov.uk%7Cf8b99c7ede6a401cd52b08dad7977eac%7Cee4e14994a354b2ead475f3cf9de8666%7C0%7C0%7C638059342984251144%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BOja4tsaVlAXtf5KmRUSfdpjl1xWdLjUr%2BMDagf8UKY%3D&reserved=0
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Year 7 Messages

(Year 7)Santa Sleepover  - as this event has now been cancelled you should have all received 
an Edulink message explaining to contact the accounts team 
(accounts@parklandsacademy.co.uk) advising whether you are happy for the refund to be placed 
onto your child’s dinner money account or if you would prefer a BACS payment. 
If you would prefer a BACS refund please provide the following details :-
Name of child, name of the bank, name on the bank account, account number and sort code.

(Year 7) From the RS Department:
We recently conducted a short survey to gather parent and carer feedback on RS at Parklands.
Many parents commented that they would like more insight into the issues discussed within the
classroom, so that they can continue these discussions at home with their children. We have
therefore committed to providing a small selection of questions each week, to enable these
discussions to occur.
Please note: this is not homework for students, and nor do we expect these discussions to take
place.
Current Unit - Ultimate Questions:

● What have been the biggest influences on your ‘worldview’?
● What do you know about the Aboriginal people of Australia?
● What do Aboriginal Australians believe about the creation of the world?

Year 8 Messages

(Year 8) From the RS Department:
We recently conducted a short survey (with Year 7 parents/carers) to gather parent and carer
feedback on RS at Parklands. Many parents commented that they would like more insight into the
issues discussed within the classroom, so that they can continue these discussions at home with
their children. We have therefore committed to providing a small selection of questions each
week, to enable these discussions to occur.
Please note: this is not homework for students, and nor do we expect these discussions to take
place.
Current Unit - Prejudice and Discrimination:

● What have been the biggest contributing factors to gender equality in Britain? (e.g. Sex 
Discrimination Act 1975, Equal Pay Act 1970, the contributions made by women during 
WW2, women leaders in recent years etc.)

● What is sexism? Can you give an example?
● What role might the media (e.g. TV adverts) play in reinforcing gender stereotypes?

mailto:accounts@parklandsacademy.co.uk
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Year 9 Messages

(Year 9) From the RS Department:
We recently conducted a short survey (with Year 7 parents/carers) to gather parent and carer
feedback on RS at Parklands. Many parents commented that they would like more insight into the
issues discussed within the classroom, so that they can continue these discussions at home with
their children. We have therefore committed to providing a small selection of questions each
week, to enable these discussions to occur.
Please note: this is not homework for students, and nor do we expect these discussions to take
place.
Current Unit - An Introduction to Islam:

● What are key Muslim beliefs about God?
● What is monotheism?
● What do you know about prayer for Muslims?

Year 10 Messages

No messages this week.

Year 11 Messages

GCSE exams summer 2023:  click here to read a letter from Ofqual regarding support for year 11 
students.  The following information is taken from the letter:
“Ofqual has provided guidance for teachers so that they can save evidence of student 
performance. This evidence would only be used to determine Teacher Assessed Grades in the 
very unlikely event that exams could not go ahead.
Schools and colleges have been told that evidence should come from the mock exams 
that students normally take. Teachers should let students know when they are taking 
assessments that could be used, but students should just approach them as they normally 
would.”

Year 11 Respect day - Thursday 15th December. The theme of the day is healthy relationships 
and will include sessions about consent, online harm, positive body image and good 
relationships. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/open-letters-arrangements-for-exams-and-assessments-in-2023/letter-to-students


Head Students’ Page

Hello everyone! I hope you have all had an amazing week!

This week has been filled to the brim with many exciting 
opportunities that we are so grateful to have here at 
Parklands. There has been a badminton competition almost 
everyday this week for each year group, in which we have 
placed very highly - and we are so proud of everyone that 
took part. 

Yesterday was Christmas Jumper Day to raise money for 
Save the Children, alongside the Christmas markets and 
stalls, which were both very successful. Each contribution 
adds up to so much, so thank you!  It definitely felt a lot 
more festive today! 

I would like to remind everyone if they haven’t already, to 
bring some spare food for the Christmas Hamper donations 
that will be going out next week. We are asking for 
non-perishable items like cans and pasta! Especially during 
Christmas, it is important that we give all we can to our 
community.

I hope you have a lovely, restful weekend - remember, only 
one more week left until we break up! 

Alex 
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Weekly Learning Support Board - click here

Perfect 3s
Excellent Behaviour for Learning goes hand in hand with achievement.  It is an excellent indicator 
of how your child is performing in lessons.  Who’s had the Perfect 3 since we’ve been back?

Year 7: 49 pupils since September
Year 8:  44  pupils since September
Year 9:  26  pupils since September
Year 10: 65 students since September
Year 11: 42 students since September

Please congratulate your child if they have the Perfect 3.  All BfL scores can be seen in the 
Edulink app.

Please note that we are having a huge drive on punctuality to lessons at the moment, which ties in 
with the new guidelines issued by the Department for Education regarding attendance.  The figures 
below show the number of pupils who have received very few 2s since September.  

Students, please click the link to see what clubs, trips and activities are happening in school
Parklands Bulletin

Secure VT session - On Monday, in Secure, we will be continuing our work on equalities and 
looking at how to understand, appreciate and support people with disabilities within our school 
community. Our assembly will also link to this theme.

Yesterday we raised a fantastic £231.07 for Save the Children in the annual Christmas jumper day. 
Well done to all involved! 

How many had the perfect 3 in the previous week?
Year 7: 159 pupils
Year 8: 118 pupils
Year 9:109 pupils

Year 10: 165 students
Year 11: 129 students

How many pupils have a BfL score of 2.99 - 3?
Year 7: 137 pupils
Year 8: 90 pupils
Year 9: 60 pupils

Year 10: 115 students
Year 11: 90 students

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1JcmVKGwYy7ubfuZz6Ohj5EoXJOGY-kSbKgYgWP3JXBA/edit#slide=id.g7711429be5_0_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRNcPQ9Uf3S72S-RahELuO0CKiM6CzV71nJzqOj0LcY4W2mTjGIfL_JOMoUPq9pEKI02V9COxI5aSfB/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
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Attendance matters!  

Overall school attendance since September 92.3%

Overall school attendance for the week 82.1%
National Average as at 2nd December  88.7%

Attendance by House since September:  

Europe 85.3%
Africa 82%

South America 81.7%
Asia 81.7%

Australasia 80.2%

Attendance by House since last week:

Europe 93.3%
Africa 92.5%

Australasia 92.2%
South America 92.2%

Asia 92.1%

Highest form attendance per House for the week:

South America -Argentina 91.2%
Australasia - Papa New Guinea 90%

Europe -  Sweden 90%
Asia - Thailand 88.8%

Africa - South Africa 85.6%
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The Big Parklands Paper: Issue 6 out now!
To read the latest newspaper, produced entirely

by pupils, please click on this link: 
https://www.parklandsacademy.co.uk/students/parklands-newspaper     

           

https://www.parklandsacademy.co.uk/students/parklands-newspaper
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Whilst you are thinking of purchasing those Christmas presents or looking to book next year’s 
holiday, why not support Parklands High School by collecting free donations every time you buy 
anything online with the UK’s leading online fundraising service, easyfundraising. With over 3,200 
shops and sites on board including Amazon, eBay, John Lewis, Sainsbury’s, Virgin Trains and 
Aviva, you can get donations on everything from your weekly shop to your annual holiday and it 
doesn't cost a penny extra! 

It's really simple, all you have to do is:

1. Go to 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/parklands-high-school/?searchSessionId=27849264-3
9af-4d78-a898-4fce29584e55 and join for free

2. Every time you want to shop go to easyfundraising, find the site you want and start shopping

3. When you check out Parklands High School gets a donation for no extra cost whatsoever!

The shops and sites give easyfundraising a percentage of what you spend and they turn that into a 
donation, it’s that easy. There’s no catch or hidden charges and Parklands High School will be 
really grateful for your donations.

Thank you for your support.

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/parklands-high-school/?searchSessionId=27849264-39af-4d78-a898-4fce29584e55
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/parklands-high-school/?searchSessionId=27849264-39af-4d78-a898-4fce29584e55
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Yesterday we had a very festive time at our Christmas market, raising money for Parklands Fusion 
Cheer Team & Derian House Children's Hospice in memory of Sally Cornes.
We still have some stock left over so we will be selling this at lunchtime on Friday 16th December  in 
the pavilion. Thank you to the cheerleaders and charity prefects for helping out.
Final figure raised will be announced next Friday…..
Mrs Sullivan Brown & Miss Marr 
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If anyone is interested in auditioning a song or dance for this year's dance show, sign up sheets 
are now in the pavilion. It must be from a musical stage show and no more than two minutes long. 
You can work individually or with a group of friends on your piece. Please check your song with 
Miss Marr or Mrs Sullivan-Brown first to ensure that it is not already being used.                             

Preston North End Community and Education Trust and Preston North End FC are working in 
partnership with Rock FM Mission Christmas to launch a toy appeal to support some of the most 
vulnerable families in Preston this Christmas. The cost of living crisis will unfortunately result in 
many families choosing between eating or heating their homes resulting in their children not 
experiencing the Christmas many of us are used to. From today until Saturday 17th December, the 
community offices at Deepdale will become a drop off point where staff and members of the 
community are able to drop present(s) off that they wish to donate to the appeal.  *Please note all 
toys must be un-used, unwrapped and in their original packaging.
 
In addition, we have also launched our Whites Christmas Toy Appeal online donations page 
https://donate.supportedgiving.com/preston-north-end-toy-appeal where anyone can make cash 
donations. The money raised through donations will then be spent on gifts to donate to the Whites 
Christmas toy appeal.
 
The campaign will conclude on Saturday 17th December when we host QPR at Deepdale, where 
fans will be encouraged to donate any last minute gifts or donations.

https://donate.supportedgiving.com/preston-north-end-toy-appeal
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                                                                 From the 1st December the charity prefects will be visiting
                                                                 forms selling the Derian House Christmas Furry Friends, 
                                                                 festive cuddle cups with keyrings. They are £4 each. All   
                                                                 proceeds go to Derian House Children's Hospice to help 
                                                                 them continue the incredible work they do helping children
                                                                 and young people, whose lives are too short, to make 
                                                                 happy memories in an environment of fun, respect and 
                                                                 above all, outstanding care.
                                                                 The care they provide is free for families, but services    
                                                                 cost £5.7 million to run every year with only 17% of  
                                                                 funding they need coming from the government.

Please find a link to our local clubs and teams here. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/15YwiA6n-fKs3nz1n7ii9DvG3n_g2BZKV-CubCuVg7Og/edit?usp=sharing
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Mental Health & Wellbeing

Dear Parents and Carers
I hope you’re doing well and are feeling ready for the winter break.

The festive season is often associated with feelings of excitement and happiness, but for some it may 
not always be a positive time. The shorter days, colder temperatures and the pressures associated with 
this time of year can impact many people, adults and children alike.

In this toolkit,(seasonal selfcare support poster)  I have  shared a resource to help boost winter 
wellbeing – self-care activities for your son or daughter and tools to help them manage their emotions. 
Alternatively KOOTH is a good resource for young people to access to get good advice and support. 

kooth.com

http://kooth.com/
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Careers

Loads of great opportunities in this week’s Career News - including a fiendish puzzle from the spy 
people at GCHQ. See if you can solve it - if you can, you might be the type of person they are 
looking for!

Click here for this week’s career bulletin 

Last chance to take part in the Medic Mentor and Allied Health Mentor conferences this weekend - 
don’t miss out if you are an aspiring health professional.

Thank you to everyone who took part in our Mock Interview Day, including the Year 11s who had 
their first experience of a real interview - and smashed it!

https://files.schudio.com/parklandshighschool/files/documents/New_issue_11_autumn.pdf

