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Welcome to the summer term. GCSE exams begin
soon for our year 11s and this can be a stressful time
for many. The door to N17 is always open.

Learningsupport@parklandsacademy.co.uk

Here are the King and Queen
of which country?
Last time’s answer: Los Angeles

Follow us on Instagram:

phs_learningsupport
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ADDitude website
Autism Eye
Autism Parenting Magazine
British Dyslexia Association
The Communication Trust
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FIND Newsletter
Lancashire SEND Partnership
Headspace (Meditation & Sleep)
KOOTH Mental Health Support
Local Offer
NHS Urgent Mental Health Helpline
Witherslack Group
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Interesting things to know and do:

At first, we should admit that many would resent the claim of Robinson Crusoe to be the
first English novel. Another famous story, The Pilgrim’s Progress by John Bunyan, was

published a full 41 years earlier but most see this book as an allegory - a symbolic vision of a good
man’s pilgrimage through life; so not a proper novel. This is why Crusoe steals a march. The
author of Robins on Crusoe is Daniel Defoe, an interesting character born in London in 1660.
At first he made a living as a stocking merchant but when he expanded into tobacco and brandy
unwise investments were made and he went bankrupt. He was briefly imprisoned yet emerged as an

accountant and government advisor. By the early 1700s Defoe was a journalist and was jailed again, this
time for religious libel. When released he founded a periodical called The Review, which discussed
international politics and, once again, the government came calling. He was recruited as a spy who
helped secure peace with France and the Union with Scotland. With both of these accomplished, Defoe
returned to writing.
Just before Robinson Crusoe was published, Defoe wrote an article proposing that the South Sea
Company should oversee the founding of a new British colony at the mouth of the river Orinoco in
present day Venezuela. Essentially, his ‘novel’ was a prospectus to encourage investors. The novel was
based on the story of a shipwrecked sailor called Alexander Selkirk but there were a few changes. Defoe
made his island more bountiful and reimagined his castaway as a ghastly slave trader.
Bribery, insider dealing and widespread public credulity drove the share price of the South Sea
Company sky high and then the ‘South Sea Bubble’ burst. The world’s first financial crisis saw the stock
market lose 80% of its value - in part because of Robinson Crusoe.
After Crusoe, Defoe penned two more novels, Moll Flanders (1722) and Roxana (1724). Both were tales of
resilient but morally dubious females. In his final years, he returned to less profitable writing about
British trade and foreign policy and he was plagued by debt by the time he died in 1731.

A Parent's Guide
to ADHD, Diet,
& Nutrition
produced by
ADDitude is a
64-page report.
Read it to learn
more. You can
download the
eBook but it
costs $10.95
(£8.30).
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A LOOK

The Autism Education Trust (AET) is a not for profit
programme led by two national autism charities – the
National Autistic Society (NAS) and Ambitious about
Autism (AaA). Established and supported by the
Department for Education, the AET supports
partnerships to improve educational access,
experience and outcomes for autistic children and
young people. Underpinned by current research into
good autism practice, the AET programme is
structured around the three education phases – Early
Years, Schools and Post 16.

The Lancashire SEND Partnership brings together all
the agencies in Lancashire which provide special
educational needs and disability (SEND) services for
children, young people, their parents and carers, with
representatives from those who use the service.
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