
Learning Support Board
Week Commencing

16th May 2022

Follow us on Instagram:

phs_learningsupport

The days may be warmer and the evenings lighter 
but the summer term can be a stressful time for 

many. Remember, the door to N17 is always open.
Learningsupport@parklandsacademy.co.uk

Useful
■ ADDitude website
■ Autism Eye
■ Autism Parenting Magazine
■ British Dyslexia Association
■ The Communication Trust

■ FIND Newsletter
■ Lancashire SEND Partnership
■ Headspace (Meditation & Sleep)
■ KOOTH Mental Health Support
■ Local Offer
■ NHS Urgent Mental Health Helpline
■ Witherslack Group

Last time’s answer: Antarctica

Of which group of British 
islands is this the flag?
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Interesting things to know and do: Learning Support Board
16th May 2022

The Autism Education Trust (AET) is a not for profit 
programme led by two national autism charities – the 
National Autistic Society (NAS) and Ambitious about 
Autism (AaA). Established and supported by the 
Department for Education, the AET supports partnerships 
to improve educational access, experience and outcomes 
for autistic children and young people. Underpinned by 
current research into good autism practice, the AET 
programme is structured around the three education 
phases – Early Years, Schools and Post 16. 

A Parent's Guide to 
ADHD, Diet, & 
Nutrition produced 
by ADDitude is a 
64-page report. 
Read it to learn 
more. You can 
download the eBook 
but it costs $10.95 
(£8.30).

The Dam Busters were members of the RAF's 617 Squadron who were specially 
assembled in March 1943 to bomb three dams in Germany's industrial heartland in the 
Ruhr Valley. The raid, on the night of 16/17th May, was called Operation Chastise and 
involved 133 aircrew flying nineteen specially adapted Lancaster bombers.
Barnes Wallis, Vickers Armstrong's assistant chief designer, came up with the idea for a unique 
new weapon, popularly called 'the bouncing bomb'. Its military codename was 'Upkeep'. The 
‘bomb’ was actually a 4.5 ton cylindrical mine that was designed to bounce across the surface of 
the water until it hit a dam. It would then sink and a hydrostatic fuse would detonate the mine at a depth 
of 30 feet. In order to operate effectively, Upkeep had to have backspin imparted on it before it left the 
plane. This required specialist apparatus that was designed by Roy Chadwick and his team at Avro, the 
company that also manufactured the Lancaster bombers.
There was initial opposition within Bomber Command to the idea of a Dambusters raid. Its 
Commander-in-Chief, Arthur Harris, saw it as a madcap scheme but Barnes Wallis stuck to his guns and 
eventually won over Sir Charles Portal, the Chief of the Air Staff. Bomber Command was instructed to 
proceed with the operation.
617 Squadron was formed at RAF Scampton in Lincolnshire, with Wing Commander Guy Gibson as its 
commander. Gibson had to assemble his aircrews and all the ground staff and auxiliary support needed 
in just three weeks.
After being briefed, the aircraft set off in three waves on the evening of 16th May with each wave 
targeting a different dam. The Möhne and the Eder dams were both successfully breached, while the 
Sorpe was damaged but not destroyed. However, the cost to 617 Squadron was significant. Of the nineteen 
crews that had set out on the raid, eight did not return. In total, 53 men were killed and three more were 
presumed dead though it was later discovered that they had been taken prisoner and spent the rest of 
the war in POW camps.

https://www.ipsea.org.uk/
https://www.autismeducationtrust.org.uk/
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The days may be warmer and the evenings lighter 
but the summer term can be a stressful time for 

many. Remember, the door to N17 is always open.
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Useful
■ ADDitude website
■ Autism Eye
■ Autism Parenting Magazine
■ British Dyslexia Association
■ The Communication Trust

■ FIND Newsletter
■ GOV.UK Covid-19 Information
■ Headspace (Meditation & Sleep)
■ KOOTH Mental Health Support
■ Local Offer
■ NHS Urgent Mental Health Helpline
■ Witherslack Group
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islands is this the flag?
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The Dam Busters were members of the RAF's 617 Squadron who were specially 
assembled in March 1943 to bomb three dams in Germany's industrial heartland in the 
Ruhr Valley. The raid, on the night of 16/17th May, was called Operation Chastise and 
involved 133 aircrew flying nineteen specially adapted Lancaster bombers.
Barnes Wallis, Vickers Armstrong's assistant chief designer, came up with the idea for a unique 
new weapon, popularly called 'the bouncing bomb'. Its military codename was 'Upkeep'. The 
‘bomb’ was actually a 4.5 ton cylindrical mine that was designed to bounce across the surface of 
the water until it hit a dam. It would then sink and a hydrostatic fuse would detonate the mine at a depth 
of 30 feet. In order to operate effectively, Upkeep had to have backspin imparted on it before it left the 
plane. This required specialist apparatus that was designed by Roy Chadwick and his team at Avro, the 
company that also manufactured the Lancaster bombers.
There was initial opposition within Bomber Command to the idea of a Dambusters raid. Its 
Commander-in-Chief, Arthur Harris, saw it as a madcap scheme but Barnes Wallis stuck to his guns and 
eventually won over Sir Charles Portal, the Chief of the Air Staff. Bomber Command was instructed to 
proceed with the operation.
617 Squadron was formed at RAF Scampton in Lincolnshire, with Wing Commander Guy Gibson as its 
commander. Gibson had to assemble his aircrews and all the ground staff and auxiliary support needed 
in just three weeks.
After being briefed, the aircraft set off in three waves on the evening of 16th May with each wave 
targeting a different dam. The Möhne and the Eder dams were both successfully breached, while the 
Sorpe was damaged but not destroyed. However, the cost to 617 Squadron was significant. Of the nineteen 
crews that had set out on the raid, eight did not return. In total, 53 men were killed and three more were 
presumed dead though it was later discovered that they had been taken prisoner and spent the rest of 
the war in POW camps.
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The Autism Education Trust (AET) is a not for profit 
programme led by two national autism charities – the 
National Autistic Society (NAS) and Ambitious about 
Autism (AaA). Established and supported by the 
Department for Education, the AET supports partnerships 
to improve educational access, experience and outcomes 
for autistic children and young people. Underpinned by 
current research into good autism practice, the AET 
programme is structured around the three education 
phases – Early Years, Schools and Post 16. 
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