
Key Rhymes: Twinkle Twinkle, Humpty Dumpty, Bah Bah Black sheep, Incey Wincey Spider, Hickory Dickory Dock 

Key Stories: From Head to Toe by Eric Carle, Stick Man by Julia Donaldson 
 

 
 

 

Mathematics 

Number: 

Match and sort objects by colour and type 

Recite numbers 1 to 5 in correct order 

Recognise numbers 1-5 

Understand concept of ‘one’ and ‘lots’ 

Use and respond to the word ‘more’ 

Realise a quantity changes when objects are taken 

away 

Shape, Space and Measure: 

Match and sort objects by shape and size 

Name, recognise and trace simple 2D shapes 

Find shapes in pictures and the environment 

Identify big and small objects 

Use vocabulary of big and small to describe objects 

 
 

Literacy 

Reading: 

Show interest in books in a group and independently 

Develop an awareness of rhythm and rhyme  

Join in with and recite familiar rhymes 

Anticipate and join in with repetitive phrases in stories 

Recognise familiar signs and labels, including own name 

Writing: 

Explore a range of mark making resources 

independently 

Give meaning to the marks we make 

Over-copy, under-copy or write letters from memory 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Making relationships: 

Greet adults and peers appropriately 

Play alongside others 

Show interest in what others are doing 

Play co-operatively with a familiar adult or peer 

Self-confidence and self-awareness: 

Recognise self and know own name 

Choose own activity 

Express preferences and interests 

Managing Feelings and Behaviour: 

Understand and respond to ‘yes’ and ‘no’ 

Follow class rules and routines with support 

Self-soothe or distract when upset 

Use manners when reminded  

Understanding the World 

People and Communities: 

Show interest in pictures and stories about myself, 

my family and others 

Imitate events from home e.g. making food/drink 

Join in with familiar and unfamiliar celebrations e.g. 

Christmas, Hannukah, Halloween, Bonfire Night 

Develop understanding of same and different  

The World: 

Explore objects in different ways 

Learn about my body parts  

Learn about how humans change over time 

Play with small world and role play toys 

Technology: 

Understand cause and effect 

Show an interest in and operate mechanical toys 

Learn how to operate interactive whiteboard 

Physical Development 

Moving and Handling: join in with dancing and ring games, move to music, copy dance moves, move around space safely, run safely, show control in holding and using tools 

Health and self-care: try new foods, put clothes on with help, wash and dry my hands with help, use spoon or fork to eat, take off and hang up my coat 

Expressive Arts and Design 

Exploring and using media and materials: 

Recognise and name colours 

Move to music or join in with action songs and rhymes 

Show an interest in musical instruments 

Make sounds by banging, shaking, tapping or blowing 

Notice and show interest in the effects of making 

movements which leave marks 

Experiment with marks, colours and blocks 

Explore a range of textures, tools and materials 

Being imaginative: 

Begin to make believe by pretending 

Engage in role play based on own experiences 

Use marks to represent meaning e.g. by drawing a line 

and saying ‘that’s me’ 

 

 

Communication and Language 

Listening and attention: 

Develop my ability to concentrate 

Listen with interest to stories and the noises adult 

makes when reading stories 

Notice and respond to sounds in the environment e.g. 

telephone ringing, knock at the door, tidy up song 

Match familiar sounds to their source 

Understanding: 

Respond to my name 

Find familiar objects when asked 

Understand who and what in simple questions 

Understand simple concepts such as big and little 

Follow simple instructions 

Speaking: 

Use two words/simple sentences to communicate 

feelings, wishes and ideas 

Realise that I can communicate for a purpose 


