
Assessment update 

The spring term B Squared data has now 
been transferred to CASPA and staff are 
asked to check this data carefully. Children's 
progress towards their targets needs to be 
checked and where sufficient progress isn't 
being made we need to be identifying and 
implementing strategies to support further 
progress. Please discuss this with your team 
leader. 
We are also going to trial the pre key stage I 
CAN statements in reading, writing and 
maths to further track pupils progress across 
all 5 key stages. 
Finally annual report writing time is once 
again upon us. The template for these will be 
available on Dropbox for the Easter 
holidays.

SENDCO’s Corner
Many girls on the Autistic Spectrum are not being 

diagnosed

How are girls on the autistic spectrum different?
Girls may be more able to mask their difficulties by copying, 
mimicking, following others - May be more aware of how 
they ‘should’ behave socially from a younger age- May try 
to join in but be on the ‘outside looking in’, although rarely 
initiate games themselves- Boys might be more noticeable 
due to challenging behaviour whereas girls might 
internalise difficulties- Girls difficulties may become more 
noticeable after puberty when girl’s friendships become 
more complex.

The strategies used for boys on the autism spectrum might 
not be those needed for girls.- To succeed, girls will likely 
need a mixture of direct teaching, coping strategies, 
environmental adaptations and acceptance (from self to 
others)
http://www.nasen.org.uk/resources/resources.girls-and-
autism-flying-under-the-radar.html

In House Training

21.02.2017    Signing Teachers- Subject leader marking 
audit
SSA’s- SSA mtg

28.02.2017    Signing 3.30-5.30: 
All staff involved in Discover and 
Explore Arts Award training- DIY 
theatre comp (45 mins twilight)

Teachers- Curriculum Policy updates

New staff- IPOOL prevent

7.03.2017    Signing 4.00-5.00 ADHD- all staff 
(45 mins twilight)

14.03.2017   CSE Teachers- Team mtgs- planning
       update SSA’s Portfolio
       MM

New staff- IPOOL 
safeguarding

21.03.2017    Signing 3.30-5.30:
All staff involved in Bronze Arts 
Award = Bronze and Silver training 
DIY theatre comp (45 mins twilight)

Teachers- Curriculum Policy  updates

First Aid Refresher

28.03.2017 3.30-5.30:
All staff involved in Bronze Arts 
Award = Bronze and Silver training 
-DIY theatre company

Forthcoming External 
Training

22.02.2017    Safeguarding Lv 1 LO, KH

23.02.2017    Delivering Effective IT GH

28.02.2017    Improving outcomes & GH, KE 
        raising attainment

28.02.2017    Intensive Interaction AR

        The Curious Case of SW
        ADHD & ASD
      
        Discover & Explore CJa, CS, SG, AH
        Arts Award training HS, JN, CJ

09.03.2017    Safeguarding Children MM, VH
        with Disabilities

13.03.2017    Maths Mastery obsv MT, HT

13-15.03        Team Teach refresher SW
16-17.03        Team Teach refresher SB, CJa

16.03.2017    Mental Health in SEN GBr

16.03.2017    EYFSP Moderation mtg AR

21.03.2017   Positive Parental KE
       Engagement

23.03.2017   Intro into Autism EM, KS

21+28.03    Bronze Arts Award CJa, CHu, MT, DI, 
EB, HT
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SALT Update 


The Speech and Language Therapy service 
has seen some big steps forward this 
academic year with the appointment of a 
‘Communication Champion’ in school who will 
create a strong link between the Speech and 
Language Service and School. There are 
currently 4 therapists to manage the School 
caseload; 1 focusing in Westbury lodge and 3 
for school, over 4 days. 


As well as appointing a Communication 
Champion the Speech and Language 
Therapists have been delivering training to 
staff – strategies and interventions that will be 
carried out during lessons and throughout the 
week. The most progress is seen with the 
children when speech, language and 
communication support is an integral part of 
the whole day (both at home and school) and 
not as stand-alone sessions sitting in a room 
with a Speech and Language Therapist. To be 
able to support parents and carers with this 
aspect there has been a Speech and 
Language coffee morning this term. There was 
a great turn out and parents/carers got to 
meet with the Speech and Language 
Therapists to discuss concerns and receive 
advice and strategies. The Therapists shared 
a resource with the parents/carers to take 
home to encourage the development of 
vocabulary in a simple way during daily 
activities. The coffee mornings are intended to 
be a regular occurrence and a practical 
support to parents/carers in supporting their 
children in developing speech, language and 
communication at home. 


The SALT have also started to put into 
practice their Lego therapy training and 
groups are being established across school. 
Classes are starting to implement ideas such 
as putting SLT targets on the walls to increase 
generalisation of these.

Communication Tips: 
Amy Heard 

A large group of staff at PCA have just completed 

their British Sign Language foundation course. We 

are now feeling a lot more confident in signing 

everyday vocabulary such as; colours, food, 

numbers, days and activities. We have not only 

learned how to expressively sign but have also 

practiced our receptive skills by having short 

conversation and practicing answering questions 

from each other. The course is highly recommended. 

Top Apps/Website 

Code of Conduct is a website 

based activity focussed on 

coding. It provides the player 

with plenty of opportunities to learn the basics of 

coding, moving up the stages and progressing in 

their abilities as you go along. 

Cultural Corner  

Julie Neish and Amy Heard  

In February PCA hosted another very well attended 
Fairtrade coffee morning. The hot drinks and 
chocolate goodies were all made from Fair-Trade 
products . The pupils have been taught about how if 
it is at all possible we should all buy Fair-Trade 
products as they provide a better price for the 
produce that is manufactured in developing 
countries. All the money raised was donated to 
‘Chilli Children’ - the Ugandan based charity which 
helps children and families with additional needs. We 
had been sent some lovely letters by the children 
involved in the charity and also some beautiful hand 
made crafts. These items were raffled off as part of 
the coffee morning which raised £160! 



Examples of good practice in teaching and learning at PCA! 

EYFS and KS1
Controlling Classroom Volume 

We have been working with our speech and 
language therapist, Mrs Munro to help pupils 
understand and control their volume relative to their 
surroundings. We have been using a ‘talking track’ 
as a visual prompt and aid which 
the pupils have responded well too 
and now even remind each other. 
These have also been shared with 
some parents who have also found 
them effective at home. 

KS2  
This term we have been working on our own 
Stop-Start Animation projects. We have 
looked at the work of Nick Park in Arts Award 
lessons and have designed our own sets. We have also been 
designing our own unique story boards in English that focus on a 
character that the children have designed going on an Egyptian 
adventure within their animation. The children have designed a 
film cover, a character profile and made props all as part of their 
art work. We have also used this project as a speaking and 
listening activity by producing audio for our animations and 
discussing scripts for our characters. The children have been 
exploring the Application ‘iMotion’ on the iPads, they have 
enjoyed practising with Lego and Playdough by taking photos in 
a stop start style. We are now preparing to film our final 
productions and send them off to a Media Award competition in 
league with other Primary Schools across Blackpool.

KS3 
3Te have been reading the book ‘Horrid Henry’s Stink Bomb’. The pupils have learnt lots about 

punctuation marks and have played lots of fun games to identify questions and commands. 
They have done lots of writing including work on alliteration focusing on characters names from 

the book and writing their own alliteration poems. The pupils have really worked hard 
researching and creating their own ‘Parthenons’, but the most enjoyable activity has been 

making their own ‘Stink bombs’ which they loved! 

KS4 
Moderation is the process used to standardise the marks 
given by schools for coursework and controlled assessments. 
When submitting exam work the following guidelines of good 
practice need to be followed 

All candidate details are spelt correctly          
All candidate numbers are clear and present
Candidates sign their personal declaration sheet        
Staff sign the subject declaration sheet    
Collate work using paper clips or staples- plastic wallets must 
not be used                 
Make sure it’s clear where the evidence is- this can be page 
numbers, titles of work etc   
Ensure all objectives have been fully met                
When sending video evidence please ensure it is listed 
clearly as to where to find each candidate.  Please ensure 
you use the exam board sent disk

External moderators send clear guidance which must be 
addressed. A full report of their findings will be sent into 
school at the end of the Summer term which enables us to 
refine and share good practice between one another.  

KS5
This term in 5S we have been using the PADLET program 
to work collaboratively with all other 6th form SEN providers 
in the county. It can be best thought of as a shared wall that 
people can add content to. It’s a really easy way to share 
ideas and get feedback really quickly. You can use it in a 
number of ways as a teaching tool but one great way is to 
use it as a discussion board. This term we have used it for 
generating content based around internet safety. On the 
picture below you can see that all sorts can be added 
including video and pictures. You have to be given the link 
to it to access it and it can be password protected so no 
information can be taken anywhere! The students have 
found it fun to use and it has allowed them to be creative!



Useful feedback from recent courses!

Headstart: Gill Hughes  
Headstart Blackpool is an innovative 5 year strategic plan with £7 

million invested by the Big Lottery to build the resilience of young 
people aged 10-16 in Blackpool. 

PCA has been approached about becoming a partner school in this 
worthwhile programme. This exciting initiative will involve us in a 
range of activities including our own school project targeted at 
raising the resilience of our pupils. There will be pupil voice and 
conferences which staff and pupils can attend, alongside targeted 
programmes which can be delivered in school. This programme will 
be launched at our September INSET day when we will take part in 
a day of resilience training, looking not only at raising pupil 
resilience, but also at raising our own resilience when working 

with these challenging issues. Further info to follow. 


Intensive interaction: Amy 
Randall


Phoebe Caldwell provided an excellent insight into how to use the 
intensive interaction approach to support pupils with little to no verbal 
communication. It is a way of using a child’s own communication 
system e.g. their body language or repetitive actions, to develop an 
emotional engagement between the child and adult. Pupils with 
autism often carry out repetitive sounds or actions that help them to 
block out some of the sensory feedback they are receiving from the 
environment. When trying to communicate or interact with these 
pupils, it makes sense therefore that they may be blocking out what 
we are saying to them or showing them. By using the sounds, actions, 
etc. that the children themselves are using, the child can recognise 
that as part of their own language and take notice of it. Once the child 
has begun to take notice of you using their own language, you can 
then build an emotional engagement with that child by altering the 
sounds/actions that they are using to get different responses from the 
child. We have found this approach to be useful with other pupils e.g. 

those who have sensory processing disorders and it has been a 
great tool.

Mental Health and 
Wellbeing Conference: Gina Kitchen 


The mental health and well being conference highlighted topics 
including mental health and well being in school, the thrive model, 
resilience and adverse childhood experiences (ACE's). The 
academic resilience highlighted 20 min sessions that can be 
delivered within the PSHE part of the curriculum. These link directly 
with the resilience framework. These can be accessed through the 
Young Minds websites. (see below) They also looked at how 
resilience can be enforced through the PE curriculum. Schools have 
used this programme and have seen increased resilience in their 
pupils and also increased academic achievement. Please see the 
links below for copies of the presentations. 


https://csucloudservices-my.sharepoint.com/personal/ ka 
e_waugh_midlandsandlancashirecsu_nhs_uk/_layouts/15/
guestaccess.aspx?folde- rid=134e8b6967d4a41f09209


b949fe56f155&authkey=AQOwe 23MOVzCrCaycwcXxZ0 

Positive Parental Engagement: 
Kristy Emsley 


This course was about how as a school we can get parents to 
interact with us and their child more. Parents are the child’s main 
educators and they need to know how important their role is and 
what they can do to help their child. The course highlighted that 
pupils from deprived areas usually begin their school life working 
approximately 12-18 months behind their peer group and it is 
important that we help educate the parents and provide training for 
those who need it. Communication and me are the most valuable 
things a parent can give their child and this doesn’t have to be just 
sitting and reading a book. Research has shown that parents who 
engage with school and their children, help to dramatically close 
that 12-18 month delay that pupils arrive at school with. As a school 
we should enable parents to feel comfortable in approaching us as 
they may have had a negative experience of schooling in their 
childhood and we should be sensitive to this. I will be working 
closely with our family engagement team to further develop 

positive parental engagement at PCA .

''An Introduction to Autism' - Emily Miller 
An Introduction to Autism' allowed me to understand the differing 
needs of Autistic children in the classroom.  The course provides 
information on demystifying the facts of Autism, the diagnostic 
process and strategies to use and help within a classroom. This 
course would be beneficial to anyone supporting or teaching 
someone with Autism. The videos shown through the 
presentation allow you to imagine what it is like to live with autism 
with 'What's it like to walk down a street with Autism' and also, 
by watching 'The Human Camera Savant' which allows you to 
see how each individual can specialise in various areas. It also 
providing me with practical strategies such as the visual timetable 
and PECs with I can apply to my practice. 

APFE update—Stuart Johnson  
I recently attended a course regarding the publication of the new 
AfPE guidelines for safe practice in Physical Eduction and School 
Sport. The content of the course was mainly highlighting new 
pieces of guidance which AfPE are circulating to schools. Since a 
ending the course I have made staff aware of the new guidelines 
and given them opportunity to familiarise themselves with it. At 
the end of the course all participants were given a new updated 
version of the guidance. This booklet is available to all PCA staff. 
With schools receiving PE premium money it was noted a number 
of external coaches are approaching schools to o er a range of 
sporting opportunities for pupils. The course informed 
participants of the minimum qualifications required by people to 
deliver the sports they are offering. It also offered sound advice 
on the checks schools should put in place when hiring external 
coaches. The use of coaches in schools is an issue which is being 
debated nationally and is an issue which schools need to monitor 
carefully. 




