Penwortham

Jon Alty - Class of 2001

Former Priory pupil Jon Alty returned for the Awards and Celebration Evening to tell the Class of 2019 about
his journey since he left school.

Jon is now the England Men’s Under 20 Football Team Physiotherapist — a job he always wanted to do when
he was at Priory.

Jon started the same day as current Head Teacher Mr Eastham, then in the PE Department, and left in 2001.
“Priory is completely different to when | was here but it is the same place,” said Jon. “I loved it here, it was a
great experience. In school, when | knew | wasn’t going to be a professional sportsperson, | decided | wanted

to be a physiotherapist.

“l swam to county level and had treatment for injuries so that’s how it first started really. | wanted to stay in
sport and this was another way to be involved and my grades were good enough to do what | wanted.”

s Jon went to Runshaw College, then Manchester Met
University before completing his Masters in Science at the
University of Bath.

“| first worked as a science technician in a school and was
working part-time at Blackpool Football Club. | went onto
work full-time at Millwall and Reading Football Clubs and
Reading got into the Premier League when | was there.

‘I had been in football for eight years and decided to try
something different and became physio to the GB Women’s
Synchronised Swimming Team just after the London 2012
Olympics.

“That was an experience as | was away from home a lot.
Due to funding cuts with the swimming team, | applied for
a job at Nottinghamshire County Cricket Club and then
worked for England Cricket and went on a tour of Pakistan
¥ and South Africa which was a brilliant job.

“Then three years ago, | moved to the Football Association
and | started working with the Under 17s and am now with
the Under 20s. Priory helped lay the path for this.”
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