
Music
Careers in...

Advice for Year 10 & Year 11 Pupils



Why Music?

Music is a universal language that brings people together and enriches 
our lives. Studying GCSE Music allows you to explore your creativity, 
develop your musical talents, and understand the cultural and historical 
significance of music. It also provides a strong foundation for various 
careers in the music industry and beyond.



1. Explore Career Paths in Music

The music industry offers a wide range of career opportunities, including:

•	 Performer: Become a musician, singer, or instrumentalist in various genres.

•	 Composer/Songwriter: Create original music for artists, films, TV, and games.

•	 Music Producer: Oversee the recording and production of music tracks.

•	 Sound Engineer: Work on the technical aspects of recording and live sound.

•	 Music Teacher: Educate and inspire the next generation of musicians.

•	 Music Therapist: Use music to help improve the mental and emotional well-
being of individuals.

•	 Music Journalist/Blogger: Write about music trends, reviews, and interviews.



2. Skills Music Gives You

Studying Music equips you with valuable skills such as:

•	 Creativity: Develop your artistic expression and originality.

•	 Discipline: Practice regularly to improve your musical abilities.

•	 Teamwork: Collaborate with other musicians in ensembles and bands.

•	 Communication: Express ideas and emotions through music.

•	 Critical Thinking: Analyze and interpret musical pieces.

•	 Technical Skills: Learn to use music technology and software.



3. Subject Combinations and Education Pathways

At School:

Combine Music with subjects like English, Drama, and History to enhance your 

understanding of music’s cultural context.

Further Education in the North West of England:

Consider courses at local colleges such as the Royal Northern College of Music 

or Liverpool Institute for Performing Arts, which offer programs in performance, 

composition, and music technology.

Professional Development:

Pursue apprenticeships or certifications in music production, sound engineering, 

or music education to gain hands-on experience and specialized knowledge.



4. Music in the Real World

Music plays a vital role in various industries, including entertainment, education, 

and therapy. Understanding music can lead to careers in concert halls, recording 

studios, schools, and healthcare facilities. It also contributes to cultural enrichment 

and community engagement.



5. What Can You Do Now?

In Year 10:

•	 Start practising your instrument or voice regularly and explore different music 
genres.

•	 Join school bands, choirs, or local music groups to gain performance 
experience.

•	 Research different careers in the music industry and consider what 
interests you the most.

In Year 11:

•	 Focus on your coursework and practical assessments to build a strong 
foundation.

•	 Look for work experience opportunities in local music venues, studios, or 
schools.

•	 Attend open days at colleges and universities to explore further education 

options.
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Useful Resources 

•	 BBC Bitesize Careers: Information on careers related to music.

•	 Creative Choices: Insights into the creative industries, including music.

•	 National Careers Service: Advice on careers and training in the music sector.

•	 Youth Music Network: Resources and opportunities for young musicians.


