Lieutenant-Colonel Mike Argue

Officer in the Parachute Regiment who won an MC taking control of the vital ridge bebind Port Stanley

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL
MIKE ARGUE, who has died
aged 59, won an MC in the
battle for Mount Longdon
during the Falklands
campaign.

On May 1 1982, amonth
after Argentine forces had
invaded the islands, the first
British troops arrived; and,
thtee weeks later, seme
4,000 reinforcements landed
at San Carlos on the north-
west coast of East Falkiand.
The western end of the ridge
that forms the north side o
the valley in which Port
Stanley lies is deminated by
Mount Longdon; and, from
this positien, the Argentine
defenders weee able to
provide supporting fire on to
important strategic features
nearhy.

On the night of June 11,3
Commando Brigade
launched two other major
operations, for which it was
essential that they gain
possession of the mountain.
Argue, 8 major in command
of B Company, 3rd Battalion,
Parachule Regiment, was
given the task of seizing the
rocky, fortress-like summit,
and destroying key
command and support
weapon positions as well as
silencing the 120mm
mortars.

The night was moonlit and

bitterly cold, with freezing
rain and sleet. Argue’s
company had to negotiate
awkward water obstacles and
cross open ground and
moorland that was lmown to
have been mined.

The Azgentines were dug
into the rocks in battalion
strength along the top of the
mountain and had
considerable artillery
support.

Shortly after 9pm a soldier
stepped on an anti-
personnel mine, severely
injuring his leg and alerting
the enemy. The company
then came under harassing
fire from machine iuns
operating on fixed lines and,
as they gained a foothold on
the mountain, the British
were forced into narrow,
roclcy gulties down which the
defenders were able to hurl
grenades.

The Argentine forces
proved formidable
opponents, and the
company's advance was
slow, hazardous and cestly.
Positions believed to have
been cleared of enemy burst
into life with fire as heavy as
ever.

Snipers equipped with
passive night sights impeded
attempis at flanking
movements and machine-
gun and mortar fire was

| heavy and sustained. At a
critical point in the battle,
when 4 Platoon was pinned
down, Sergeant Jan McKay
led a charge across open
und to clear a number of
unkers and silence an
elevated medium machine
gun. He was awarded a
posthumous VC.
Thelcompany took
considerable losses as it
moved eastwards along the
objective. Attempts to use
naval gunfire to eliminate
individual targets proved

Argue: hazardous and costly advance to take Mount Longdon
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difficult because the terrain
sometimes made it
impossible to observe the
fall of shot. An outflanking
moveraent by two platoons
ran into intense machine-
gun [ire, and brought further
casualties. By 3am B
Company was reduced to
less than half its strength
and was pulled back to the
western end of Mount
Longdon, allowing A
Company to move through
them.,

In a series of ferce, close-

quarter actions against
heavily-defended positions,
A Company cleared the
feature of the enemy. After
an action lasting more than
10 hours, Mount Longdon
was back in British hands.
Argue was awarded an MC,
Michae] Hugh Argue was

| born at Acomb, Yorl, on

March 1 1947 and educated
at Penwortham County
Secondary School, Preston,
Lancashire. After working as
a farm labourer and a steel
erector, he joined 17
Training Regiment in 1965
and was awarded his green
beret the following year.

He served with 29
Commando Regiment, RA,
and then on permanent
attachmen to 22 Special Air
Service Regiment in Cyprus.
the Middle East, Malaysia
and Brunei. After attending
an officers’ training course at
Sandhurst, in 1973 he was
commissioned and posied to
2nd Parachute Battalion and
served in Northern Ireland
and BAOR.

Argue completed another
| tour in Northern Ireland with
3 Para and was mentioned in
dispatches in 1981. A good
Arabist, after the Falklands
campaign he moved to
Beirut as assistant defence
attaché and was then posted
| to Oman as second-in-

command of the Sultan of
Oman's Parachute Regiment.
He was appointed MBE in
1986.

Argue was promoted
lieutenant-colonel in 1989
upon taking command of 15
{Scottish Volunteers}
Parachute Battalion. A
posting to Saudi Arabia with
the British Military Mission
was followed by two years in
Abu Dhabi as SO Training.

In 1997 Argue moved to
Rabat, Moroceo, as defence
attaché. After retiring from
the Army in 2002, he lived in
a Wiltshure village and
became commercial director
of the Stirling Group, the
security and risk
management group, until his
death on July 20.

Those who served with
him remember him as quiet,
professional, single-minded
| and very likeable. A member
of many countryside and
wildlife organisations, he
enjoyed cross-country skiing
and cooki

Mike Argue married first,
in 1968, Glynis Butt. He
married secondly, in 1989,
Marie Louise Sfeir, who
predeceased him. e
married thirdly, in 1991,

: Jane Wise, who survives him
with a son and a daughter
from his first marriage and

| two step-daughters.
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Flower show just keeps on growing

SOUTHPORT Flower Show
bosses nre sewlng the seads for
another blooming success,
Next year’s event - which is
a rnaljur pant of the town's
tourist trade - will be' in-
i
Over the last thres years vis-

itor numbers have topped the

100,000 mark and advance in-
quiries for the 1997 show are

alresdy at record Imis-.
Orpanisers have docl
time is right to huiid on thn

show's success and Gre maek-

ing plans-to protect the event
from being spoiled by over-
erowding.

Brihm i::hitﬂdExacutin‘rnm
dShaw today: “Every
year we atiract thonsands of
new visltors and ong of the:
questions we are often asked

is whether or not wo are opan
on the
*With s0 many pmple mtk
ing full-time, Sunday h
comé indreas pnpﬂhrﬁa‘
the day to-

families to-spen:
ethen
"The extra day will give us

the riutity to extend the
efterfninment rEpacts
af the Southpart Flower Show

and hopefully open it up to a

wider audlence.”

o S o e 3
ways specinl with the empha.
sls on the: hurticulhxrfst and
Hamunrdwm-

lu romeio see

tl:in nx?lfl’l nnd &&n‘pﬁkn al

an lhn mmm when tro.
phy winners areann
“Thezs traditions i Ihe up-

et
0 pieserve

tural § throughout the
four duys."'

ﬁdn!tmwimfurlﬁﬂ?wili
b £8, or £8 for senlor citizens.
Bath have g £1 deduc-
the ticket I8 bought in

‘Pﬂm young people are
€1 or £3.50 and whmlchuirm
ruplmhmn:glmnnmlun

Pupils sportlng chance

PUPILS with {nl needs will demonstrate
hmvlaarnmzd 1ties are no baryier to sport
next wesl

They are taking part in a basketball contest
on Wednesday in Blm.kpml 3 showpiece sports
centre:

The resart's council has teamed up with spe.
clal schools and Lancashire Sporis Develop-
ment Officer Mark Botterill to organise the
ovent at Stanley Park.

Around 90 voungsters with moderate learn.
ing difficuliiey from across Lancashire will

rt in the competition. It is being co-ordi:
hy Gresif Arley School In Thornlon, near
B‘i&a‘kpml

The event is the second In 7 series of five
£Vents spon&nmd by the Lancashire Playing
Fields Assoclation.

It follows & highly successiul cross-country
contest in October that provided many sFecinl
needs pupils with their first experience of com:
petition

The bagk=ztball competition: start st 10,30 nm
and will run until 1. 15pm,

Hospital takes action on samples

Holy water

can spread
infections

HOSPITAL chiefs in
Preston are sterilising
Holy Water - on health
grounds.

They have taken the ac-
tion amid fears that water
from holy shrines can
make patients sleker

A group of around 80 infec-
tlon control nurses lrom the
North West met last month
and heard ofa st who had
become infected alter being
sprinkied with the water

Shrines

Investigntions found that

B s
ne ng

Lotrdes, Enock and Wala
ham, contaln bacteris whic
are known to canse infections
of the skin and can seriousty
affect burns patients.

Preston's Infection contro)]

‘control

By SARAH GOLDTHORPE

: Itant mi hl"ldﬂllmm“;
gultint microbiologists tha
the wnlti;h should hfgmﬂll?ﬂ_
undoer Jrreasire

nuti the Togue hacteri.

Anil aftor discussing muir
[ntentions with llmrllta
mmﬂlﬁ wnthwr that all H-:.ﬂ!r
Water hrought to Royal Pre-
ston Hospital would undergo
the same treatment,

Milirern Wilson, o clinical
nurse falist for infection
Preston, sald no-one
i

Wil
mained unaflected,

She said: ] wasn'l the instl-
of this but all 1 did was io
and make the water safe

T thves :milama of Preston and
reapeit thulr relliplous bellefs.
“But It makes life

awmiu'.lnpm*ﬁﬂnnrmm

burng patients whin the skin
s broken, simo hacteria stogs
the hirn heallng and in gome
cases can cause n lot of 1ife
inreatening infctlons.

“We declded It was o good
tdea to steritise and now we
just ndvise peaple that the
water may cause an infectlon,

Problems
“So for the chaplains tell me
:51:“'1 been no problems at

Father Bﬂ:unlls.'m! Ruscillo,
Shrine

whi oversess the lg

at Ladyewell, near Preston,
todlmy agressd stnrilinthn
ol waler from s.hrinnf

not'in any way harm its !il!rl-
tuanl propertios

Hesaid: “1t would not affect
if, The trouble iy that when
vou hr%ﬂf water bnek from

kinds of things can
get into it.” v
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0Old boy helps school dig its way to a greener future

] has branched oul
A PENWORTHAM lhmhuol mﬂa-dnw :'id

s chatvod

with n new ternational Tree Foundation, Enrmwg:_{
High has had benches installed around ?ll;in I Igi e = e o]
Pri to ;
M%mhmm@mﬂmm When he retired from the ITF he was given a

planted in eight-foot stakes,

gift of money &nd was able Lo pass £750 on to the

school to pel the lundscaping scheme- offl the
ground arcund 12 months ago.

Mr Caunce planted the first of the 40 trees

which have heen arranged by 12 students over a
two-day period.
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