Essay Focus:

How does Priestley present the concept of social responsibility throughout the play?

Blurt

" What does he say about the theme or character?
Where is it seen?
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Knowledge Nugget

Social responsibility is a key theme in An Inspector Calls. The play highlights how people’s actions affect others around
them and how society is connected even though we may not notice it — this can be seen in the Inspector’s reference to a
‘chain of events’ when relaying what caused Eva's death. The play suggests that everyone has a duty to help improve
the world around them or at the very least, not cause harm to it. The Inspector encourages the characters to face thejr
mistakes and think about the impact of their behaviour; this is seen as social responsibility as he is holding each of them
to account for the choices that they have made. He challenges their selfish attitudes and promotes the idea that we
should care for others (ignorance to the plight of others is not excusable). Through this, Priestley criticises the belief in_
individualism (closely linked to Capitalism) and supports a more collective, caring approach to society (largely through
Socialist beliefs). In the final lines, the Inspector warns that if people don't learn to take responsibility, seriou

consequences will follow

Exam Questions/Initial Ideas
How does Priestley present the idea of social responsibility throughout the play?
How does Priestley promote the concept of social responsibility in the play?
How is the theme of social responsibility important to the play as a whole?

The Inspector says, ‘We are all members of one body. We are responsible for each other.” How does
Priestley show that looking after each other is important throughout the play?
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‘What happened to her then may have determined what hcppened to her afferwcrrds, and what happened fo her

afterwards may have driven her to suicide. A chain of events.’
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‘We have to share something. If there’s nothing else, we’ll have to share our guilt.
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‘We are members of one body. We are responsible for each other.’
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“If men will not learn that lesson, then they will be taught it in fire and blood and anguish.”
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