Essay Focus:

Write about the Inspector and his importance to the play as a whole
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differ to other
characters?

How does he interact with
other characters and why?
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Knowledge Nugget

In An Inspector Calls by J.B. Priestley, Inspector Goole is the central figure who investigates the suicide of Eva Smith,
revealing how each member of the Birling family and Gerald Croft contributed to her death. Calm, authoritative, and
morally driven, he exposes the characters’ selfishness and hypocrisy, forcing them to face their guilt. The Inspector acts
as Priestley’s moral voice, promoting the idea of social responsibility and condemning capitalist individualism. His
warning, “We are members of one body... If men will not learn that lesson, they will be taught if in fire and blood and
anguish,” links moral failure to social catastrophe, such as war. When the family learns there is no real Inspector, but @
real one is about to arrive, it reinforces the play’s moral message: actions have consequences, and denial cannot erase
guilt. Through him, Priestley challenges audiences to recognise their responsibility for others and imagine a fairer,
more compassionate society.

Exam Questions/Initial [deas
How does Priestley present the Inspector throughout the play?
Write about how the Inspector is important to the play as a whole?

How does Priestley use the Inspector to present his ideas about society?
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Introduction

What is your
overall answer to
the question based
on the whole text.
What is the general
answer or your line
of argument?
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Main Idea 1

Approach your
ideas in
chronological order
covering the
beginning, middle
and end of the play.

Try to support each
ideas with 2-4
quotes. Analyse
language in at least
one per secfion.

Axd ‘
1. ':GNCQWU{JES Mr &'s Cﬂpttdlidt S\DQQ,CJA whnon Cbmmvﬂ )
9: mﬂmﬂe’ dp.sohbmfj Tvals okQ;;:Jﬂr\ o ool

ot hor (no1de QU OFCDUJSQ .
3: Quike. dominonk [asserive towards Ne R Dogsm‘i—oboﬂ
class norns - Doasa't respond to Mr B's audompts o
amidode - T don't S&j o\p’. Doosn't actept- Wr A
had. no dnorce ook to R Broe - T (o logkkRr to oSk
dna wor ldthan ’(Dn - | e
. Gonttor wth Sheda s yound -hope; {okos rosponsioduzy

Main idea 2

N 5£qps Signs of Soccaltsm” these gyirls cwent dhoap tddoo) !

j_:QP\tQU'\ s e (oot thatt tif\o,'ﬂSde:omb ad Hr\owirfgC
(qum.ﬂ cont hide his affour).

n-Nok o hausih wf Garoud as M B porkerps bocouwse e doee

ONVATeN Cmd;b@gwadﬁmv\zt)

3 Mast hashile withrs B bacause j sihe vo hoshie wath luvy

she's unmilling (o acgepk rosponsioldiA( T dud notrung T 'm

Main idea 3

osnaumed. o!])‘;’ o CAaus wevaw bocdune of kor clelss.
A Bnc and Binak Speech
1 Areouss TnC Wit eiap o ha_does ndk know tho fudd
o e R TR I e
: o \C N Y A &
wgsi)a& wmﬂ/SQQ;% : SC@
0 Anal speein oddrosses e, AudiaNnce. ~uomang thod
sou“gﬁij noeds o d@f@u or.F&cQ, diusootef .

Main idea 4

Ack 3w Trspeckor is afadce -

1: Hos the Tnspe ttor be {odce o raens the idea he (s o
Moroll consnce. (oL conceyot) but also provides o test \br
wne hos ‘ chcmao_d ond who Wl Qo bocic to

‘1mmurcxbiij <WC\ cain 80&:01»0!% WA~ K -

Conclusion
Awuthorial intent and
key message.
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“Public men, Mr Birling, have respons:b;hhes as well as privileges.”
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“One Eva Smith has gone—»but there are millions and millions and millions of Eva Smiths and John Smiths still

‘L left with us.” J7
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