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Assessment in Geography

PLCs

PLCs are given to all KS3 classes at the beginning of topics. Their purpose is to assist pupils in understanding what they
are learning each lesson and identify the core knowledge needed to successfully complete the topic.

KS3 Assessment in each topic

At Key Stage 3, pupils are formally assessed three times in each topic they study.

Extended Written Task
In each topic, pupils complete a written task that will assess skills such as description, explanation, evaluation and
source/interpretation analysis. This is marked by the subject teacher and pupils are given feedback.

Mid-Unit Knowledge Builder
A short, 20 question mid-point assessment that serves to keep core concepts and key information at the forefront of the learning

to use again in the latter half of each topic.

End of topic assessment

These assessments are to not just assess what pupils have learnt over the previous 6-8 weeks, but to also re-visit knowledge
from earlier topics. Assessments comprise three sections:

Section A: Knowledge. Short answer questions that test knowledge from that topic.

Section B: Skills. Question(s) that test the skill of description/explanation/source analysis/numeracy skills.

Section C: Interleaving / Dynamic Assessment. Revisiting poorly answered themes from a previous topic.

Section D: Extended Writing & Understanding. Application of knowledge and understanding to construct an essay question.
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Key Stage 4 Assessment in each topic

There are assessed pieces of work that are assigned to each topic to assess skills needed for the GCSE
examinations. These are reviewed and agreed by GCSE staff each academic year to ensure that all classes are assessed
in the same way. Pupil's responses are marked and given a numbered mark by the member of staff. Moderation of
longer pieces is undertaken.

Typically, a single of unit of work will compromise of several strategically agreed planned exam questions within the
topic as it is taught. An end of topic/unit assessment will take place that is reflective of the GCSE paper from a
previous year. This will be marked, followed by appropriate DIRT work and a Question Level Analysis feedback sheet
distributed to pupils.

Mock exams/PPEs
At three occasions over the two year course, pupils complete mock exams/PPEs which will test their knowledge across multiple
qguestions under strict timed conditions. These are moderated internally and detailed feedback is given in class.

Use of PLCs
Throughout all topics at KS3 and KS4, we use multiple-choice Low Stakes Tests to regularly test pupil's knowledge of a topic.



Assessment via The PLC (rersonalised Learning Checklist)

PLCs are given to all KS3
classes at the beginning of
topics — these are under
construction in line with
Humanities development

throughout the academic
year 2023/24.

Their purpose is to assist
students in understanding
what they are learning each
lesson and identify the core
knowledge needed to
successfully complete the
topic.

. . Date of
Geographical Skills: Lesson content Assessment . . 9
lesson Geographical Skills
1 | can describe the difference between human and
physical geography —
o Year 7 —HT1A AZ
. . e erm
2 | can find places using an atlas N v
pelling Test GLOSSARY
3 | can recall and describe the location of the Key VOCHbU'EII’V Definition
\ )
world's oceans and continents Human Geoeraoh The branch of geography dealing with how human activity
| can find places on a map using 4 and 6 figure grid graphy affects or is influenced by the earth's surface.
4 LST . .
references Physical Geography The branch of geography dealing with natural features.
. ) . Mid-Unit - - -
5 | can create a story using 6 figure grid references KB Oceans A very large expanse of sea, in particular each of the main
areas into which the sea is divided geographically
6 | can use latitude and longitude to find human PiXL ] Any of the world's main continuous expanses of land
and physical across the world Unlock Continent
7 | can use scale to calculate the distance between Country A nation with its own government, occupying a particular
two points territory
| can understand how contours show the relief of The relatlon_ between the real size of _somethmg and its
4 the land Scale size on a map, model, or diagram
elan
| can recall and locate countries and capital cities . A geographic coordinate that specifies the east — west
9 . Longitude o B
in Europe position of a point on the surface of the Earth
= Latitude The angular distance of a place north or south of the
10 Revision LST earth's equator
Relief In geography, a location's relief is the difference between
11 End of topic assessment its highest and lowest elevations
12 Assessment Feedback




A S S e S S m e n t q u e S ti O n S 1}Comp|etethe table below and name and the world’s oceans and continents.

directly link to the content o
studied and are clearly
shown to students.

The scores from each Qu | PLC | Score

question are tracked on 1|3

PLC’s and RAG rated to

show progress against 2 ]2

each core PLC strand of 3 | 2

knowledge/skill. . 1
5 5
6 5
7 7
8 8

Total.




Dynamic Assessment

Comr_non poorly scored PLC strands Section C — Interleaving — Dynamic Assessment
are discussed at departmental level

and re-tested and integrated into the

) Label the 2 missing continents and 1 missing ocean in the map below [3 marks]
next topic assessment under the
Dynamic Interleaving section. WORLD — Taoiie e o
This helps to interleave topics to aid '
retention and support the therapy of 5 W . 2
poorly answered PLC strands. rd. Y e WM |

"AMERICA - =~

This is dynamic as it can change
between classes or year on year.

ATLANTIC] 18 5 PACIFIC
OCEAN OCEAN




Key Term Assessment

PLCs are given to all KS3 classes at the beginning of topics — these include the form of a key
term/ definition spelling test in the second lesson of any new topic. These are also revisited in
Mid-Unit Knowledge Builders and in the Knowledge section of End of Unit Assessments.

Woed LHAET IF required -
el GLOSSARY | ! VX 2
Key Vocabulary Definition :
The branch of geography dealing with how human activity
Human Geography affects or is influenced by the earth's surface. 3
Physical Geography The branch of geography dealing with natural features.
Oceans A very large expanse of sea, in particular each of the main
areas into which the sea is divided geographically .
Continent Any of the world's main continuous expanses of land
Country A nation with its own goverr!ment, occupying a particular
territory
The relation between the real size of something and its
Scale size on a map, model, or diagram
Longitude A geographic coordinate that specifies the east — west
& position of a point on the surface of the Earth L
Latitude The angular distance ofla place north or south of the .
earth's equator
’ In geography, a location's relief is the difference between
Relief W N
its highest and lowest elevations




Summative Assessment

Students complete written summative assessments that generate percentage scores and/or design
assessments which cover the core knowledge within a topic under the relevant PLC strands.

We have designed Mid-Unit Knowledge Builders with MCQ to assess knowledge before moving on
with the topic.

Rubric marking grids which double up as success criteria and instant marking feedback are being
built into written assessment throughout the SOL.

Section A~ Knowledge

Lsing Figure 2 arwer the tolouing questiors: (L 2)

T Wt i the e pacpitaton &
YEAR g ASSESSMENT desert tobe ofidally_dassed a as desert? (1)
2. The Sahara Desert can be foand on which L e -
e 15, mwhat ot wasthe bghesn amcarn. of geeaetaton? 2] J— [ T T e TS
H T 1T rame of an area with Wt o no Fain i lorking Towards an N n N
Extreme Environments e — Assessment Develu’ing The Priory Secured The Priory Exceeding the Priory
A i of s Wil FVET 18 It ot e the lowest arcart. of prectationd” (1] ;
Please complete allsectionsin this paper. | | mm——— — alied 1) Grid Geography/Standard Geography Standard Geography Standard
This maximum mark for this paperis43. 5 A uricue, lange scale ecosgtem (53 7 1]
The students decide on which
There are 4 sections in this paper: 6 Name the tribe found in The sakara [1] -1 n - D ic As h n decid hich site they have chosen with a
T What = e tier 3 word o arimals b ina Section C — Interleaving — Dynamic Assessment The students decid " The students decide on whicl §
Sectiond Knowledge[10] eoie bome? [1) Introduction e students decide on which site they have chosen with a basic description of the areas
_ site they have chosen y 3 and an overview of why they
SectionB  Skills[12] - - = What s the tier 3 word for plants Tund na 12 Uking Figure 1, describe the location of the wrld?'s hat deserts JPLC 1] 1 marks] Label the 2 missing continents and 1 issing, ocean in the map below 1 marks] —— basic description of the areas N
ke bioma? [1) o [ have chosen it
SectionC  Interleaving [11] PR — [WORLD T e =] —
SectionD  Understanding [10] s 5 =, .
I 10, Narme co acaptation of the camel 1) - = The The studsnts name one The students name and deseribe | The students name, describe and
N pot :I advantages of [V more than ane advantage of | explain more than one advantage
Teseher U=y : _— Gesof | | sdvontage ofbKING o | uling  setemen atchir | o blding 3 serirnt ¢ thelr
Sefiona | sectonB | sectonC Seconn | o] Phoanix. Arizona - chasen site me Irehasen < chosen site. chosen site
B e ot et e 8 ‘ o = = - =
\ [ [ /23 > . o § et Ly . Ihe students name one The students name and describe | The students name, describe and
- . | e | disadvantazes “adva‘m e of baidine » more than one disadvantage of explain more than one
Student Use Only - Aress of Strength — i 1 - ) B2 | certioment atabolr ehoser site, | bullding a settlement at their disadvantage of bullding a
sectona | sectons [ Seonc [  SedionD s p—— of chosen site chosen site. settlement at their chosen site
Ia. , : == -|=
[ \ [ 32, s o s it T i) i 1o v o e i ) )
e - P 20, e theterm susaabiley 1 k) - »
Student Use Only — Target Areas ¥ E
Ssmona | semens | ssmenc | sedenod
i ‘ i rgure2 3

R
Priory




Summative Assessment - Exemplar

[FaeE |

YEAR 9 ASSESSMENT L*t

Extreme Environments

Plezse complete sllsections in this paper. | | emmm—im— —

Thiz maximum mark for this paperiz 43

There are 4 sectionsin this paper:

Section A Knowledge [10] o= =
Zection B Skills [12]

Saction C Interleaving [11]

Section D Undearstanding [10]

Secti

A— Knowledge

Whiat is the maximum predpitation for a
desert to be ofidaily dassed a as deseri? 1]

The Sarara Dezert an be found on winidh
wortinert? 1]

i

The rarne of an area with little or no rain i
aalled? (1]

4. A period of time with no raindll is

aalled _#1]

A wricue, large scale eoowystern isa _ 7 1]

w

o

Marne: thee tribe fourd in The Sakara 1]

7. Wrat is the ther 3 word for animals found Ina
speadc bome? (1]
& What is the tier 3 word dor plants dound ina

spoddic biome? (1]

9. Mame the wiorld's largest desert [1]

12 waing Figure 1, desaribe the location of the world's hot deserts {PUC 1)

[# marks]

100 Marne one acaptation of the camed [1]

Teacher Use Only
Section A Section B Saction C Section D Total
[kmowledge) [skills} {Interleaving] | {Understanding)
/43
Student Use Only — Areas of Strength
Section A Section B Section C Section B
Student Use Only — Target Areas
Section A Section B Section C Section D

Section B

ills

1 Euplain how one adaptation of the camel helps it 5o sunds 2 marks]

2 Euplain b Fiomars wudh as those in the Tuareg. tribe] can adapt to sunvive hot desert
[* marks]

Phoenix, Arzona

i -
> - 25 §
s | I :

Using Figure 2 arawer the fllowing questions

14. inwhat month was the Righest temperatuns?

% inwhat month was the highest amount of predpitation? [1]

nwhat month was the lowest amount of predpitation? (1]

R

Section C — Interleaving — Dynamic Assessment
abal the 2 mistng continents and 1 mising oozan inthe map bolow 12 rrarks]
[ WORLD ARETIE #uEanw [=7]

AMERICE
II"""‘D iy
e SOUTH
AMTNICA
BUSTEALIL
20, Dedires the term susholnobiy 11 rrark]

R
Priory



Formative Assessment

There are a wide range of strategies used in lesson to assess pupil progress. These are evident within our lesson Power
Points , slide notes and SOL. They include

. . Lesson 1 How are we causing the climate to change?
® H I n ge Q u e Stl O n S Question A B c s Disciplinary . o
i PLC1 ) Teaching activities Assessment Homework

Which circulation cell is Polar Ferrel Hadley Literacy

° C h ec k | i StS furthest north? Climate Change | Starter Q&A Key word
How many marks is a Ask students to write what they think the world would | Video Qu’s spelling test
describe question usually 1 2 3 Fossil Fuels be saying in the image. Give 2-3 mins to think and write.
worth? Q&A to share with class. Ask students to come and

hd C once pt I\/l a p S :::'sr:;me up with the orbital Miller Messi Milankovitch Greenhouse Gas | write them in the whiteboard or post-it. Discuss.

: I can

Whjch term best describes a Glacial Inter-glacial Epoch describe Watch the video clip. Read the questions carefully wg

° Te ac h er | e d Q &A period of warmth? and students before the video clip to check understandi
W_here can portraits of frost River Mersey River Thames River Tyne explain the of the task and key vocabulary. DIRT answers and
fairs be found? human ensure green pen answers. Hinge Question

. Which of these gases are causes of 20 min

° D ra W | n gs greenhouse gases? Nitrous Oxide Carbon Dioxde Methane climate Talk students through how the greenhouse effect wg ( )
What is the leading cause of Industry Farming Energy change and ask them to answer the 3 questions on slide 5. “What is
greenhouse gas emissions? Climate

° VV h I te b O a rd S What is the correct spelling of Read the story of the ‘Smiling Woman’. Allow studerfiis Change?”
the tier 3 tree ring evidence Drendrochronology Dendochronology Dendrochronology to use the story to complete the table of how huma
word? contribute to climate change. Talk through answers

« Listme 5/ Gimme 5 ST e e
 Low stakes quiz

« One sentence summary

e Think pair share

» Revision clocks

« Sentence prompts

e Student questionnaires

ofdea

e Priory
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