
KS3 assessment in...
Music



Lesson 1 - Pupils receive...
- a glossary of key music terminology, 
- an overview of their learning journey .

- assessment rubrics to take ownership of 
their progress
- their booklet with DIRT Proformas and 

PLC's included



Assessment Rubrics

The Assessment Rubric 
provides the next steps in 
learning as a reference 
point for pupils' own self 
assessment and peer 
assessment. These are 
directly linked to skills and 
knowledge they are 
acquiring over the course of 
individual units of work, and 
form the basis of both 
teacher modelling and 
feedback.



PLC 1

Their Personal Learning 
Checklist (PLC). This 
outlines the substantive and 
declarative content of the 
unit of work.

These are directly linked to 
the knowledge and skills 
studied. Pupils are asked to 
self-assess by RAG rating 
their current level of skill 
and knowledge.



PLC 2

Aspects of the PLC which 
are commonly poorly 
scored are integrated into 
the next topic of work.

This interleaving of topics 
helps to aid short and long 
term memory retention and 
is always a dynamic process 
as it can change between 
classes or year on year.



Ongoing formative assessment examples
• Lesson 1 Yr 7 – Listening tests and Performance tests in 

order to gain initial knowledge of what pupils know and 
can do from Primary School.

• Low stakes tests using mini-whiteboards - often at start 
of lesson then at key junctions throughout.

• Multiple choice questions on such as Microsoft Teams

• Comprehension questions about following a musical 
score

• Practical assessments in performance and composition

• Hinge questions

• Homework tasks

• Pupils create a schema to help them connect their 
thinking across topics

• Self and Peer Assessments as part of their ongoing 
process of developing knowledge and skills



Summative 
assessments (1)

- Following practice, rehearsal 
and formative assessments, 
pupils demonstrate what they 
can now do and what they have 
learnt.

- Several performances are filmed 
in order to...

- demonstrate their progress 
over time

- serve as pupil modelling 
exemplar material for future 
classes



Summative 
assessments (2)

• Pupils complete self and peer 
assessments of their practical 
work in performance and 
composition.

• Pupils further develop their 
spelling and Tier 2 and Tier 3 
vocabulary skills through DIRT 
work. Etymology and 
morphology of words is covered 
further here.

• They complete summative 
quiz assessments on Teams in 
order for me to understand the 
progress of individuals and re-
evaluate my teaching to fill gaps 
in the future.
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