
KS3 assessment in

Science



Lesson 1

Pupils are given a booklet for the topic.

This gives an overview of what is going to 
be covered and also gives a PLC for the 
pupils to follow throughout the topic

We are currently updating booklets to have 
a keywords list in each topic



Throughout the topic, pupils self-assess 
their progress using RAG ratings next to the 
PLCs on the front cover of the booklets



Retrieval-do now questions

Each lesson starts with a retrieval ‘do now’ activity 
which activates the prior knowledge needed for the 
lesson and helps assess how much they have 
remembered.

Pupils are encouraged to use their brains and books 
for this activity to help them think more effortfully.



Retrieval examples



On going formative 
assessment examples
• Do now retrieval activities

• Low stakes questioning throughout lesson

• Each page of the booklet has questions which 
increase in difficulty 

• Booklets in year 7 currently being redesigned 
to provide more cloze passages and breaking 
lessons down to decrease cognitive load

• Practical activities and write ups

• Multiple choice quizzes

• Homework-Seneca is set and monitored 
every week



Examples of summative 
assessments

• End of topic tests. Pupils go back through 
these to green pen papers and complete 
further teaching and questions on areas of 
general weakness in class.

• End of topic assessments are tracked as a 
department in a teams file.
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