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Key Dates

Did you know that the term 
dates for the academic 
year are available to view 
and download from our 
website?  
www.priory.lancs.sch.uk/
parents/termdates

Dates for 2024-25 and 
2025-26 academic years 
are available too.

Mon, 5 February 
Year 11 Preston College 
interviews (mop ups)

Weds, 7 February
Year 7 Paris Trip Parent 
Meeting 4.45pm

Thurs, 8 February
Year 10 Faith Day

Fri, 9 February
Year 11 Faith Day
Year 10 Preston College 
Engineering Taster Day

W/c 12 February 
Half term - School Closed

19 February - 19 March
Year 11 Mock Exams

Mon, 18 March
Year 9 DTP/ACWY 
Vaccinations

Tues, 26 March
Year 11 Parents Evening 
(online)

Weds, 27 March
Easter Bingo Evening 
(Year 7 & Year 8)

Thurs, 28 March
End of Spring Term

Year 9 Tell Anne Frank's Story For Good
Priory’s Year 9s have been learning about Anne Frank this week as 
they use the exhibition which has been set up in school to talk about 
the dangers of intolerance and hatred.

The Anne Frank Exhibition, from the Anne Frank Trust, is all about the life of Anne 
which is used as a platform for education about anti-semitism and all forms of 
hatred.

Teenager Anne Frank was a German-born Jewish girl who kept a diary where 
she recorded hiding in an Amsterdam attic during World War II during the Nazi 
persecution.  Anne died in Bergen-Belsen concentration camp, aged 15.

Anne Frank Trust’s Lucy Allan spent time with the Year 9s at Priory who volunteered 
to teach the Anne Frank story to Year 7 & 8 pupils this week, as well as Year 6 
pupils from Penwortham Primary School.

Lucy said: “We have done lots of work about challenging prejudice and discussed 
World War II and Anne Frank’s life. We have also carried out a number of activities 
and workshops so the pupils can become Peer Educators/Tour Guides.

“They have been so enthusiastic and come up with a lot of their own ideas and 
amazing scripts to tell the important story of Anne Frank’s life.

Continued overleaf...
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Continued from front page...

Lucy continues to explain, “This is about discrimination 
as a whole, whether it’s anti-semitism, islamophobia, 
homophobia. It’s been nice to come to Priory and 
speak to the pupils who have been fantastic.”

Year 9 James said: “I have learnt all about Anne Frank’s 
life and it has been a really interesting experience.”

Haniya said: “I wanted to know more about Anne Frank 
as I think it will help my understanding of the current 
situation in Gaza. I want to understand both sides of 
the argument and what has happened to the Jewish 
people in the past. It’s been very educational and I 
have enjoyed it.”

Zach admitted: “I like history so this is why I chose to 
do this and I have learnt a lot. It’s hard to think of, being 
a similar age to Anne, what she went through and it 
is upsetting. She died at 15 and really didn’t have the 
chance to experience life at all.”

Connor said: “I remember doing the tour in Year 7 and 
I like history so I wanted to learn more which is why I 
volunteered to become a Peer Educator.

“I have learnt a lot. It’s hard to think what Anne went 
through when she was so young.”

Noah added: “My part of the talk is about Anne being 
in the annex so I have gone into more depth about this 
and obviously it was hard. I never knew how she died. 
I think it can all translate into today’s world.”

Well done to:  James C, Junaid, Q, Harriet H, Anna H, 
Noah W, Toby H, Connor S, Zach M, Richard J, Evie 
C, Haniya A, Emily A, Tarela O, Hanah N.

Mr Eccles 
Lead Teacher of History 
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Mr Eccles
Lead Teacher of History 
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Head Prefects Attend South 
Ribble Holocaust Memorial 
Day Service
Last Friday, Humanities teachers Mr Eccles and Mrs Cauchi took two of Priory's Head Prefects 
to the South Ribble Holocaust Memorial Day event.

Saturday, 27 January marked Holocaust Memorial Day, a day 
when we stop and remember not just those who died at the 
hands of the Nazis during World War II but the thousands who 
have died in genocides since. 

Held at the South Ribble Borough Council civic centre in 
Leyland, Year 11 Cameron and Martha were each asked to do 
a reading.  Martha chose to read an extract from Anne Frank's 
Diary and Cameron read a poem about the genocide in Rwanda 
that occurred 30 years ago this year. 

The event was attended by officials from across South Ribble 
including the Mayor and Mayoress.

Lead teacher for History, Mr Eccles, said, "Naturally I was very 
proud of both of them as this event re-enforces what we teach 
here in school about the persecution that led to the Holocaust."

During Learning For Life lessons last Friday, a YouTube clip was shown to pupils on behalf of the Humanities 
department >> www.youtube.com/watch?v=NEcaIL1neQ4.  The theme 
this year was 'Fragility is Freedom' and we were all asked to reflect on 
how freedom is fragile and vulnerable to abuse. 
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Year 10 Smashed Lancashire Cup 
First Round
REPORT BY MISS BEESLEY, PE TEACHER 

Priory's Year 10 girls football team began their Lancashire Cup campaign on Thursday. We 
travelled over to Blackburn where the first-round match was held by St Bede's RC High School. 

With a slightly delayed start due to a fire alarm, this didn't deter the girls who were raring to go!

And we didn't take long to get the ball 
rolling - with Molly scoring our first goal in 
the first 5 minutes. 

A strong Priory defence from Eloise, 
Olivia and Mia, meant Bede's struggled 
to get through. This opened the way for 
more goals from our girls with a fantastic 
corner goal from Caitlyn, closely followed 
by another from Mia to make it 3-0 at half 
time.

A quick team talk, energy boost and the 
girls were back on it for the second half 
- Ruby making some fab saves, until 
Bede's scored, making it 3-1. 

This gave Priory more determination to carry on. With Molly again scoring another two goals to make her hat 
trick! 

Alessia not letting a knock to the nose get her down, came back on to score our final goal, smashing it in the 
back to the net. With a last-minute attempt from Bede's, the overall result was a win for Priory of 7-3! 

Miss Beesley said, "The girls showed great determination and resilience during the game and did Priory proud. 
We will now move onto the second round and await our new competitors."

Top row Eloise G, Olivia S, Ruby E, Mia B, Mia C | Bottom row Molly S, Alessia S, Caitlyn P 

Miss Beesley

Pe Teacher & Team Coach
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Priory Raises Over £500 
For Local Hospice

Generous Priory pupils and staff raised £521 for St Catherine’s 
Hospice – and got to wear their favourite clothes in school!

The school held a ‘Christmas Jumper Day’ and also a ‘House Colours Day’ and from these two days raised funds 
for St Catherine’s Hospice, which cares for patients and 
families across Chorley, Preston and South Ribble who 
are affected by life-shortening conditions like cancer, 
motor neurone disease and heart failure.

The pupils also had a Learning for Life session learning 
about the vital work St Catherine’s carry out.

Ms Smith, Lead Practitioner for Personal Development, 
said: “It was informative for the pupils to hear about the 
work St Catherine’s do and understand the charity they 
were donating to.

“It looked great in the end of term full school assembly 
to see pupils decked out in their house colours of red, 
blue, yellow and green!”

St Catherine’s Corporate Engagement Officer, Sophie Yaeger, hopes to work more closely with schools and was 
delighted to visit Priory and collect the cheque.

“It’s amazing and every penny does count. We are a local charity and we want to get more schools involved and 
educate pupils about the work of the hospice. It’s lovely to visit Priory and we can’t thank everyone enough for 
raising £521 for us – it truly is appreciated and will make a difference.”

Ms Smith
Lead Practitioner for 
Personal Development

SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY
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Mrs Cowell 
Vice Principal

Chilli Challenge Winners
Here are this week's winners who received their chilli token this morning 
to claim their free breaktime snack from the dining rooms.  The Year 8 
and Year 10 chillis have gone missing, however, so if you spot them, then please return to Mrs 
Cowell!

Year 7  Esme C D3
Year 8  Kenzie S H6
Year 9  Sehr A  H5
Year 10  Julia K D3
Year 11  Sam D Gr6
 
The leaderboard reflects that we are consistently seeing 
entries from particular forms. Is your form seen in the winners 
list? You've got to be in it to win it, as they say! 

1st  HODDER
2nd  DOUGLAS
3rd  CALDER
4th  RIBBLE
 
Don't forget to pick up your next challenge sheet from the post 
boxes in your dining areas.  There are three challenges to 
complete, each one with an increasing 
difficulty, and pop your answers in your 
year group post box.

Assistant Head of Maths Mr Sneddon, along with the Maths 
Department, is running a competition asking pupils to say what 
they particularly enjoy about their subject. 

Pupils were tasked with completing the following sentence, "I love Maths because..." and 
qualifying responses were rewarded with an I love Maths badge.

Here's why Year 8 Alfie loves Maths:

Alfie...  because of the specific answers which makes it very 
simple, this means that there is an exact answer for everything 
unlike English where everything is abstract. 

Pupils that want to claim an 
'I love Maths' badge should 
simply click the link below to 

access the online form and write Mr Sneddon a few sentences or 
paragraphs explaining why they love maths. The best responses 
from each year group will be selected and also featured here in our article.  

https://forms.office.com/e/cAKzEBpP1H
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Mrs .Lawe 
Head of Technology 

Mrs Lockwood
Teacher of Technology

Year 10 & 11 Engineering Pupils 
Enjoy a Careers Day at 
Leyland Trucks
With such an iconic business like Leyland Trucks on our 
doorstep, we couldn't resist the opportunity and accept their 
invitation to take some of our Year 10 & Year 11 students 
on a visit to learn more about an 
automotive engineering business and 
the apprenticeships on offer for school 
leavers. 

The visit was open to all Key Stage 4 students 
but it was our engineering students that leapt at 
the chance to take part. We were lucky enough 
to secure two slots to visit their manufacturing 
plant in Leyland over two separate days where 
pupils enjoyed a factory tour and received an 
overview of apprentice opportunities available 
at the company.

As part of the experience, pupils followed 
a DAF XF model through its various stages 
of assembly on the production line with 
commentary from one of the automotive 
engineers who explained the manufacturing 
technologies applied. Pupils even got to climb 
aboard the driver’s cab of an XG+ truck!

Technology teacher, Mrs Lockwood, said, 
“This visit was a great experience for our 
students studying the NCFE Level 1 and Level 
2 Engineering qualification to see a working 
factory first hand. Some of our pupils aspire to 
taking on an apprenticeship at Leyland Trucks 
in the future and have family connections to 
the factory which made the visit even more 
special.”
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British Science Week 2024 
Poster competition is now on! 
(Years 7-9) 
The theme this year is ‘Time’ and British Science Week want you to 
design a poster all about it. 
 
Students could create a poster showing how a certain type of technology has changed over time, 
or even the advancement of time-telling technology itself. Budding poster makers could also go futuristic and 
show us how they think the world might look in years to come, or perhaps look at nature – lifecycles, lifespans, 
evolution and hibernation – nature is full of timely topics.
 
British Science Week 2024 marks its 30th anniversary, with the inaugural celebration happening in 1994. Students 
could think about scientific innovations since then, or explore 1994 itself – what was life like 30 years ago?
 
Create your poster on A4 or A3 paper and submit your artwork to Mrs Potter by Weds, 20 March 
to be entered.
 
To find out what the judges will be looking for, the rules, and most of all - the prizes! - go to>> 

www.britishscienceweek.org/plan-your-activities/poster-competition/ (please note, you can't enter directly)

Trainers: Donations Plea
The PE department are seeking trainer 
donations for our pupils.
If anyone has any old trainers they would like 
to donate then we would be extremely grateful 
for them. In particular, larger girls sizes between 
7-10, we struggle to find the most. 

Any help is appreciated. If you have out-grown trainers with plenty of wear left in 
them - could we have them for our pupils? Please drop them off at the PE office or 
parents can leave at reception. Enquiries to Miss Beesley, via email at 
a.beesley@priory.lancs.sch.uk

Thank you!



Learn to SucceedLearn to Succeed

RE Masterclass for 
Year 10 Pupils

Last Tuesday, the Year 10 GCSE RE class 
was invited to debate some 'big questions' 
at Runshaw College's horizon masterclass 
entitled, 'Freedom & The Existence of God', 
run by the A Level Religious Studies and 
Philosophy course leaders.

The masterclasses are designed to provide challenging 
and thought provoking sessions for pupils who want 
to extend and stretch their learning whilst exploring 
different subjects they may want to pursue in their 
future.

RE Teacher and Head of Year 8, Mrs Ham, took her 
class of pupils and had a pleasant surprize in store for 
them when they bumped into one of Priory's former 
Humanities teachers.

During the half day event pupils examined if human 
beings truly possess free will. Through the use of both 
real-life and hypothetical examples, students were 
encouraged to reflect on the nature of human freedom 
and to assess whether we can make sense of this idea, 
as well as considering the implications of our answer 
to this question. We examined the philosophical 
arguments for the existence of God.

Lewis A explained, "Firstly, we learnt about philosophy 
which was very interesting and enlightening. We 
learnt about creation theories and arguments for the 
existence of God, which was educational."

Zayd Z added, "We went to Runshaw College to learn 
a little more about Philosophy and Religious Studies. I 
enjoyed Philosophy more as it was more exciting.
 
Others said, "We had a session on philosophy, where 
we learnt about big questions, ‘are you free?’ Next, we 
learnt about arguments for the existence of God. We 
also got to see Miss Ackers!"
 
"We had a session about free will with the philosophy 
teacher. We had a great time and even saw Miss 
Ackers."

Support in the Community

Bardardo's Lancashire Link 
Social Prescribers
Longton Library Thursday, 15 February 
(half term) From 2.30pm – 6.00pm 
 
This is open to everyone registered at ANY surgery. No 
appointment necessary. There will be crafts available 
for the younger children whilst parents are chatting to 
professionals. Any young person who wishes to come 
by themselves are welcome to pop along for a chat 
too.  See below for details.
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Mrs Elliott's Cool Readers Club
Here's what our Cool Readers Club is all about...

These are our reading stars put forward by their English teacher.  We interview them about their current 
book, what they like reading about and what they like to do when they’re not reading. 

Introducing, Reese, Georgia and Alexis...
Three Year 8s have been discussing their latest reading adventures as part of our Cool Reader 
series.

Reese is reading ‘A Different Sort of 
Normal’ by Abigail Balfe.

“It’s about a girl growing up with 
autism and it is her different view of 
life,” said Reese. “My favourite author 
is Rachel Russell who wrote Dork 
Diaries.”

Reese likes Science the best and 
said: “I want to be a marine biologist 
in the future, I love turtles!”

Georgia is reading ‘Wonder’ by RJ 
Palacio.

“It’s about a boy who has a facial 
disfigurement and keeps getting bullied. It is an interesting book.

“My favourite author is David Walliams as his books make me laugh.”

Georgia enjoys PE and said: “I play football for Cadley Under 14s in midfield. My dream is to be a professional 
footballer like Chloe Kelly.”

Alexis is reading ‘Talking to Alaska’ by Anna Woltz.

“I am a bit confused by it at the moment as I have just started it. It’s about a girl who is at school and a dog called 
Alaska! My favourite novels are horror ones.

“I like Art and Graphic Design in school and I would like to be an artist.”

Mrs Elliott English
Teacher and Chief Librarian
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Bringing music to your ears at 
break and lunch
MaBaL (Music at Break and Lunch) is music played through the school's 
loud speaker system during break and lunch.  Chosen by Mr Taylor, Lead 
Teacher for Music, this is designed to offer exposure to the curriculum in 
different ways, and support pupils' appreciation of music.

The focus is on one theme each week across a genre, a country or from 
history.  The theme could also link to the season, a festival or an event in school, such as last term's production, 
Legally Blonde.

Next week it's all about: Love Songs 
As it is St Valentine's Day during half term, next week's theme is Love Songs. 

The birth of love music, Charles Darwin claimed, was best 
understood by studying the melodic vocalisations of the animal 
kingdom, especially those of birds. Just as birds sing to attract the 
opposite sex, “primeval man, or rather some early progenitor of man, 
probably first used his voice in producing true musical cadences… 
This power would have been especially exerted during the courtship 
of the sexes,—would have expressed various emotions, such as 
love, jealousy, triumph,—and would have served as a challenge to 
rivals.” Put simply, all songs were originally love songs. 

Early human songs of courtship and mating also served, he surmised, as the foundation for language. Not just 
vocal music but, according to Darwin, even instrumental performances had their roots in the animal kingdom. 
He called attention to the “drumming to the snipe’s tail, the tapping of the woodpecker’s beak,” perceiving them 
as the forerunners of our musical rhythms. He heard prototypes for human song in the croaks of frogs and the 
squeaks of mice. 

The lyrics in this playlist reflect such qualities as passion, commitment, care, closeness, protectiveness, attraction, 
affection, and trust. Equally, these songs show that love can vary in intensity and can change over time. It is 
associated with a range of positive emotions, including happiness, excitement, life satisfaction, and euphoria, 
but it can also result in negative emotions such as jealousy and stress. 
 
Clearly the lyrics and mood of such songs don't just reflect the happy side of love, but the ending or losing love 
and also the pain of unrequited love. Some would say it is one of the most important human emotions. Yet 
despite being one of the most studied behaviours, it is still the of the least understood. 

Future weeks' theme suggestions are welcomed - pupils/staff 
should see Mr Taylor, email a.taylor@priory.lancs.sch.uk or contact 
via Teams chat.

Mr Taylor 
Lead Teacher of Music
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From Primary to Priory:
Maths Challenge Day

Last Friday, local primary schools were invited to put their problem solving, logic and teamwork 
skills to the test as they competed in the inaugural Priory Maths Challenge. 

Maths teacher, Mr Evans, who led the event said, "It was a closely fought contest and all of the teams did 
themselves proud, but the deserving winners were Lostock Hall Primary School."

Special praise goes to our Year 10 student helpers, who assisted with the running of the event:

Sophia T, Kayleigh 
I, Abbie S, Jane W, 
Kira S, Emily P
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Lost and Found: Are These Yours?
The message seems to be getting through as there's not much so far this 
half term.  If you can identify any items here then pupils should take a look 
in the lost property box in the Pastoral office.

Lost and found property is located in the Pastoral office with the exception of PE kits which are kept by the 
PE Department. Please also check with the school 
office for any items lost that day.  Valuables will 
be stored securely by the Pastoral office (see Mr 
Shipton) until their owner can be identified.

We do aim to return named items to their owner 
and so we cannot over-emphasise the importance 
of marking all property with your child’s name, 
including ties and stationery.  

All unclaimed lost property is added to the uniform 
bank, given to charity or is disposed of after each 
end of term.

The last day for collection of any of these items is 
Friday, 9 February.  
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Year 7 History Castle Competition 
Winners Build on Their Learning
Year 7 pupils combined their artistic talents and historical knowledge to 
build a 3D castle for a History competition to win a History pin badge and 
house points.

Lead Teacher for History Mr Eccles set the task for pupils to build either a motte and bailey castle or a stone 
castle, with Eli and Jacob joint winners.

Jacob said: “It took me two days but I had to keep repairing it as bits fell off! I like History so it was good to be 
involved in this. I was proud to win.”

Eli said: “It took me around two days 
to build it. I spent the first day making 
it and the second day painting it. I like 
making things and I like History so it 
worked for me.”

Mr Eccles said: “Eli’s and Jacob’s 
castles were excellent but it was 
fantastic for everyone who made 
the effort to get involved in the 
competition.

“It was done in their own time so it is 
fantastic that they will go the extra mile 
to take part in these competitions. 

"We want pupils to get excited about 
history and competitions like this 
bring it to life a bit more.”

What is a Motte and Bailey Castle?
The Normans brought with them new forms of military architecture, among the most important 
of which was the motte and bailey 
castle. 

The castle consisted of two main 
components: the motte, an artificial 
mound with a fortified tower at the top, 
called a keep, and a bailey, which was 
an enclosure connected to the motte.
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SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY

Priory Lane Community Centre
Priory Lane, Penwortham PR1 0AR

Penwortham Community Centre
Kingsfold Drive, Penwortham PR1 9EQ
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College Open Day
Saturday, 3 February
 
Meet the staff, tour the campus and find out more 
about the college and its courses. 

Myerscough College has more than 30 different subjects, 
covering a wide range of land-based courses from 
Agriculture and Equestrian Studies to Motorsports and 
Veterinary Nursing. There’s also a choice of Sports 
Coaching and Performance routes - across Football, 
Rugby, Cricket, Golf and Basketball. 

There are options at various levels within each subject, 
from bespoke Foundation Learning courses through to 
Level 3 Diploma suites and dedicated T-Level routes. 
Plus Apprenticeship opportunities in most subjects.
 
Information about transport routes, financial support and 
accommodation (at the Preston centre) is available here: 
www.myerscough.ac.uk/students

Register here> www.myerscough.ac.uk/whats-on

a

Saturday 3rd February 2024
Saturday 16th March 2024

3 School Leavers

3 Apprenticeships 

3 University Degrees

The 
North West 
centre for 

land-based, 
sport, engineering

and science
education

Course   
Advice Mornings

Download 
our 2024 School 

Leaver Prospectus

PRESTON  • BLACKBURN 
LIVERPOOL  • WARRINGTON

CENTRES ACROSS
THE NORTH WEST

www.myersco  ugh.ac.uk


