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First Bite, Best Start: Pupils Enjoy
Priory’s Morning Boost

Pupils are ‘toasting’ Priory’s latest initiative — ‘First Bite of the Day.’

The free breakfast idea was the brainchild of Assistant Principal Miss Thornton
and now around 100 pupils are at school at 8.15am-8.35am to have a snack,
drink or just a general chat before school officially starts.

Miss Thornton said: “My role is about teaching and learning in school and to do
that pupils need to be well-fuelled and not hungry or thirsty.

“They need the best start to the day and the idea of the ‘First Bite of the Day’ is
to ensure pupils are fully prepared to focus and concentrate on their lessons.

“The ‘First Bite of the Day’ is open to everyone in Years 7-11 and it may be for
those who don’t have time to eat before they leave their house or can’t eat as
soon as they get up but are ready by the time they get to school.

“We wanted it to be free so we partnered with Recycling Lives, a Preston
organisation working with charity Fareshare.

“Fareshares give food which is close to its sell-by date or damaged to schools,
charities and other community groups.

Continued over...
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“I really enjoy seeing all the pupils

in the morning. It's such a buzz. The children are
enjoying it and they sit and talk while able to get
whatever they may fancy for free.

“We do never know what we will get — we had some
really fancy yoghurts the other week!”

“Our staff pick it up once a week. It's certainly varied.
There is toast, fruit, jam, muffins, juices — we never quite
know what we will get but it's always welcome!

Year 7 Alyx said: “If you get here early, you can
sometimes get pancakes! | love it.”

“The pupils are really good. It's a chance for them to
socialise together, it's calm and peaceful, and also they
clear up after themselves, putting any waste in the
correct bins.”

Emily said: “It's good as you can mix with everyone
not just your year group.”

Madison said: “We just sit and chat although | do
come on the bus so it does depend what time the
bus gets to Priory. | have a bowl of cereal at home
and then | might have something here.”

Science Teacher Mrs Butcher co-ordinates ‘The First
Bite of the Day’ and said, “One of my roles is to make
sure this is all supervised. | arrange for the staff to cover

the earlier start and liaise with the catering staff. ) o )
Year 8 Archie added: “| like it. There is no rush and

“It's been such a good initiative, it's so popular and it's you can come in, eat and socialise.

also having a positive impact on behaviour and learning.




EnglishDepartment

Year 11 Changes To
After School Revision

We are restructuring our revision programme on a
Thursday night to try and target specific areas of
development with some pupils. This means we will
have several sessions running but some will be
targeted towards specific pupils.

Miss Beswick will still run Literature revision in
EN3, following the programme given out during
the Revision Evening at the start of the year until
the end of the Spring term. This will then become
English Language.

Pupils who work specifically with Miss Thornton on
Thursday night will still continue to do so.

Texts will be sent to the parents and carers of
those who are involved in the targeted intervention
separately.

Thanks again for your support as we head towards
the exams.

How Are You
Using Al to

Learn? DIGITAL
At Priory, we want to understand @ PRICRYY

how our pupils are using Al tools at

home - whether that’s for revision

plans, past-paper practice, checking answers, or getting
help with tricky topics. Feedback will help us shape better
guidance, improve support, and make sure everyone is
using Al safely and effectively.

We ask pupils to take 2—3 minutes
to complete our short survey. Just
click the link or scan the QR code
below. Responses are anonymous,
and your voice will help us improve
learning for everyone. There is
also a simple link on Teams.

Student Use of Al Tools f“
Schoolwork

Thank you for helping us Learn to
Succeed!

Student Use of Al Tools for Schoolwork
Fill out form (pupils only) - click here or go to >>

https:/l[forms.office.com/e/wQm9mSpVpV

British Science Week

House Competition - Years 7 & 8

This week is British Science Week and we are following the national
theme of ‘curiosity’. Years 7 and 8 have been taking part in lessons
where they are making a start on their entry to the annual competition.

This year, we would like pupils to consider what a good childhood would look like

in 2036. Pupils will ask questions such as:

* What makes children’s lives positive?

*  What will a positive childhood look like in the future for young people

your age?

*  What things make your life positive now?

Lk

* What was childhood like in the past? How/Why is it better now?

Entries can be finished off at home and need to be handed back to their
Science teacher by Friday, 20 March. There will be individual winners in each
class and the best five overall will be put forward to the national competition.

Scie
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https://forms.office.com/e/wQm9mSpVpV

Easter Bingo at Priory

On the evening of Wednesday, 25 March we are holding an
Easter Bingo fundraiser and invite our Year 7 & 8 pupils and their
families for a cracking evening of entertainment.

The event promises to be lots of fun with prizes to be won, a raffle,
refreshments and a tuck shop. Bingo cards, bought on the night, will be
£1 for a book of 5 games or £5 for 6 books - please bring cash!

We'd very much like our Year 7 & 8 pupils and their families to join us so if EaSter Bingo
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Year 7 ¢ 8 Noh-(Jniform Day
Monday, 16 March

In return for wearing your own clothes*, please bring an Easter
egg or donate £2 and pass it to your form tutor on the morning.

All donations will be used for our Easter Bingo night on
Wednesday, 25" March at 6pm-7.30pm. "

»
Book your place via SCOPay | Tickets Adults £1 Children 50p (under 5s free)

Bingo cards purchased at the event | £1 a book of 5 games | £5 for 6 books | Raffle | Tuck Shop

*Own clothes must include an item in a house colour U
Penwortham
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http://www.priory.lancs.sch.uk/events/2026-03-25-easter-bingo

Easter Bingo

at Penwortham Priory Academy

Wednesday, 25" March

PDoors opeh at 6pm ~ EYyes down at 6.15pm

Evening closes at 7.30pm approx.

We invite Year 7 & 8 pupils and their
families to join us for a cracking
evening of bingo fun.

Egg-cellent prizes to be won!

Book your place via SCOPay
Tickets | Adults £1 | Children 50p* b s

Bingo cards purchased at the event (cash only, please)
£1 a book of 5 games | £5 for 6 books

Refreshments | Tuck Shop | Raffle o
Penwortham %

“Under Ss free



Year 7 Pupils Amaze Geography Teachers ¢ Geograpy
With Creative Rainfall Presentations 3

Year 7 pupils impressed their teachers before half term by delivering a series of
imaginative and highly creative presentations on the different types of rainfall.

As part of their geography unit on Weather and Climate, students were challenged to explain convectional,
frontal and relief rainfall in any format they wished, encouraging them to think beyond traditional slideshows and
to use their creativity, imagination and personal interests to bring the topic to life.

The results, according to the Humanities department, were “beyond anything we expected.”

Pupils showcased their understanding in a huge variety of formats from raps, poems, songs, dramatic
performances, props, models and even mini-sketches designed
to show how rainfall forms and moves. One group performed
a weather-themed rap, another created a handmade mountain
range to demonstrate relief rainfall, while others acted out warm
and cold fronts meeting.

Geography Teacher, Mrs Kursitis described the presentations as
“engaging, original, and incredibly impressive,” praising students
not only for their knowledge but also for their confidence and
teamwork.

“The creativity was out- | f R :

standing,” Mr  Momoniat =
commented. “Every group . = °
brought something different, =
and we were blown away by
the imagination they showed.”

The department says the
project will definitely return
next year - though they admit =
the bar has now been set very |
high!

More photos next page...
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Iceland Residential Trip
October 2027

We are delighted to announce that we will
once again be offering students the exciting
opportunity to visit lceland 21-25 October 2027
(4 nights / 5 days).

This unforgettable adventure is ope
in Years 7, 8 and

ntly

The visit is designed to ri
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Letters ar®® an itinerary were emailed to parents earli
this week, and pupils may also copy
from the Humaniti

= Deposit Window Now Open

Anon-refundable deposit of £150 via SCOPay is required
to secure a place. Deposits open today (13 March) and
will close on Wednesday, 1 April at 3pm. Places will be
allocated on a first-come, first-served basis.

If you have any questions about the trip, please
contact Mr Metcalfe, Head of Humanities, at:
p.metcalfe@priory.lancs.sch.uk  We anticipate high
interest in this visit and encourage early deposits to
avoid disappointment.
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Whatever is going on in your life, the
anonymous community on Kooth
and our team of friendly professionals
are here to help support you.

Or if you'd rather not talk to
anyone, we've also got a huge

library of helpful content, plus
self-help tools and fun activities.

Sign up today at
kooth.com

keoth

keath

Kooth is an online mental wellbeing
community for young people

For ages: 10-16

Here are some of the features you can access on
Kooth:

Magazine | The Kooth magazine shares personal
experiences and tips from young people and our
Kooth team

Discussion Boards | Start or join a conversation with
our friendly Kooth community, with lots of topics to
choose from

Chat |[Chat with our helpful team
about anything that's on your mind

Daily Journal | Use your daily journal
to track feelings or emotions and

\ ..-_ S ‘ 4

reflect on how you're doing

Wellbeing Activities | Find activities
' that support your wellbeing and help
to build valuable life skills

Visitkooth.comto learn more

Year 10
Parents

Evening
Monday, 23 March
Booking Now Open

To facilitate these events we use a web-based
program called ‘SchoolCloud Parents Evening’.

An email has been sent to Year 10 parents and the
link to book your slot is now live.

Full instructions on how to book and attend
appointments, can be downloaded from the school
website at www.priory.lancs.sch.uk/parents/parents-
evenings

In addition, a tutorial video can be
viewed by clicking on the link>>

https://vimeo.com/473882995

The link to access the event is the
same link you use to book your
appointments, as follows:

https://[penworthampriory.schoolcloud.
co.uk/

Please note, when booking your appointment for
Science, only make a single teacher booking. Your
child will tell you which teacher to book with.

To enable teachers to meet with as many parents/
carers as possible, each appointment slot will be four
minutes long. The appointments automatically stop
after this time and teachers cannot extend the call.

If you wish to meet with your child's teacher for
further discussion after this, please arrange this with
them during the session or via email at a later point.
If you would like to speak to another member of staff,
please feel free to contact them direct.

A full email list can be found via our website at
www.priory.lancs.sch.uk/parents/staff-contact-list

Mvs 1 Haw, g@/mf s ®
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https://vimeo.com/473882995
https://penworthampriory.schoolcloud.co.uk/
https://penworthampriory.schoolcloud.co.uk/
http://www.priory.lancs.sch.uk/parents/staff-contact-list


From Primary To Priory
British Science Week

As it is British Science Week this
week, Head of Science Mr Bedford
and science technician Mr Evans,
nipped up the road to Penwortham
Primary School on Monday morning
to deliver an assembly.

The theme for Science Week this year
is ‘Curiosity’, with Mr Bedford describing
the work of Newton, Fleming and several
other scientists who had observed things
and been curious enough to wonder how
and why.

With demonstrations of indicators and
gas tests, perhaps they were also able
to inspire curiosity in some future Priory

pupils!

6-15 March 2026
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& Young

People’s Mondays and
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Mind’s
Open Space

At Walton-Le-Dale
Youth & Community Cente
Brindle Road, Bamber Bridge, PR5 6YJ

Open Space is a safe, friendly place to relax,
meet friends, make friends and boost your
mental health and wellbeing.

It’s free, it’s fun and all about YOU!
Come along and try it out.

L
(1% % Scan QR
A2 to register
- _‘ . .
é/ Lancashire
E . s Registered charity number: 1081427

ONLINE WORRY GROVP =
o A SAFE SPACE TO UNTANGLE YOUR WORRIES -
AN ONLINE GROUP FOR YOUNG PEOPLE IN HIGH SCHOOL

WHAT TO EXPECT:
* Tips to manage your worries \
* Learn techniques and strategies you can use anywhere

* A safe space to talk and share experiences

Copess

* 6 online sessions, over & weeks - join from home
+ Join on Microsoft Teams - communicating with peers on

screen
WHAT OTHER YOUNG PEOPLE HAVE .‘5

THOUGHT OF THE GROUP? %%%ﬁg)
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Pupils Experience Iftar With
Evening Meal Celebration

On Friday, 27 February, we took a group of pupils to The Olive of Sinai for a special Iftar meal.

When they arrived, pupils opened their fast with dates and fruit. They listened to the call to prayer and were able
to observe congregational prayer, which was a valuable and memorable experience. Pupils asked thoughtful
questions and learned about the ritual washing (wudu) performed before prayer.

Afterwards, everyone enjoyed a delicious three-course meal... the burgers and pizzas were a particular hit! The
evening was rounded off with milkshakes and cheesecake.

Mrs Robinson-Ali, who organised the event with Mrs Karodia, said, “It was a lovely evening of socialising and
learning more about another culture and religion. We are incredibly proud to be able to offer these enriching
experiences to our pupils to promote understanding and inclusivity within our school community.”

Come and join us in Penwortham

Community Centre. 7
PENWORTHAM
TOWN COUNCIL
AN

Decorate an egg and
make an Easter card, with refreshments
provided

Wednesday 1 April 3.30pm until 5.30pm

For more information, please contact
Clare on 07866 010999
or email cwatson@progressgroup.org.uk
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Year 11 GCSE Pupils Venture Over To  Geography
Wycoller for Field Work Studies

REPORT BY MR METCALFE, HEAD OF HUMANITIES

Once again, the GCSE Geography students donned their outdoor gear and prepared E\E\—
themselves for the great outdoors. This time, a visit to Wycoller to complete their

fieldwork study to complement Papers 1 & 3 of their GCSE this summer.

Mr Watters stepped in to support the department this year, imparting his knowledge onto students and being
integral to the trips by driving the minibus too. It was : :

fantastic to have him back out in the field with us — in his
natural habitat!

Students were able to test the Bradshaw Model of river
change and test their own hypotheses to prove what
had been learnt in class. Students tested river width,
depth, velocity, pebble size and pebble roundness and
compared this against the Bradshaw Model.

Students were also given the opportunity to discuss the

fieldwork methods and test the accuracy and reliability of their techniques. This involved group discussions and
practical method adaptation live in the field to improve the techniques being used. It was fantastic to see so
many of our students engaging in the fieldwork skills element of the trip.

We are always really proud of our students when representing Priory and this was no exception. All students
showed respect to each other, the environment and the general public on the visit - complimented by several
people over the course of the five separate trips that took place this year.

No fieldwork is complete without a treat for our students and in classic Mr Watters style, students were
rewarded at the end of a trip for their impeccable :_\x_‘\ ey
behaviour and outstanding work ethic —a round =
of doughnuts for all!

Well done to all the Geographers! | would
personally like to thank Mrs Simpson, Mrs ¢
Crix-Jopson, Mrs _
Kursitis and Mr ¥
Momoniat for |
their support over
several different
days. Without such
kind volunteering
of their time, trips
like this couldn’t
happen. A special &
thanks to Mr
Watters, who took
his own time to
lead the visits this
year to support the
GCSE pupils.







Young Makers Power Up Priory’s
3D Printing with Successful Sale £

Pupils were snapping up the 3D Printing Club’s amazing
creations — with the money made used to buy more filaments
for the school’s 3D printers.

Fidget toys, pens, key rings and puzzles were all on sale one lunch-time, in different colours, shapes and sizes.

Mrs Qadri said: “The fidget toys were the
most popular but we made sure they were
silent!

“The aim was to make some money as a
roll of filament for the 3D printers can cost
£25-£30.

“‘We made £260 and sold out of some
products! The Year 7 pupils who helped
with the sale got to choose a free item each
at the end.”

Ahmed said: “I sold some of my work. The
puzzles were the most popular.”

Year 7 Emily has a 3D printer at home as she requested one for Christmas and she made £79 on her own.

“I brought in some items | had made at home, my mum helped me too! | enjoyed making them and it was nice
to sell them too. | want to go into something with 3D printing in the future.”

Year 10 Junior spent his work experience in the ICT Department and he supported the preparation of the goods
and researched prices, ready for the big sale.

“I am studying Computer Science and it was a good week of work experience. | got involved with the sale, just
looking on Amazon and other places to assess the prices of what we were selling. | want to do something with
computing in the future.”




Budding Year 10 Broadcaster
Inspired by Professional Match
Day Experience

Budding football commentator Noah enjoyed what he called an ‘inspirational’ trip to Accrington
Stanley to watch a League Two football match from the press box.

The Year 10 has already built up on a following
on his TikTok channel where the Blackburn
Rovers fan and season ticket holder interviews =
players from both Rovers and the opposition
after the games.

He was given the opportunity to attend a |
match at the Wham Stadium where he saw
Shrewsbury Town beat Accrington Stanley 2-0.

“It was a really good experience,” said Noah. ‘I =
got to sit in the press box which was interesting
and | talked to all the other press, including
the Shrewsbury media team and BBC Radio
Shropshire and BBC Radio Lancashire.

"It was inspirational.
“| tried to write a match report — | got to 800 words!

“Then | attended the Shrewsbury press conference after where *
| listened to Radio Shropshire interview the manager Gavin B
Cowan and he gave me a separate interview and shook my ==
hand.

“l also interviewed their captain, Will Boyle, who was really nice
and also took time to speak to me and shake my hand.

“l put both interviews on TikTok and they have got over 10,000
views each.”

Noah, who wants to be a football pundit, recently spent his work
experience at the Lancashire Football Association in Leyland.

“l am part of the Lancashire FA's ‘Change Our Game’ where six
of us give insights into what changes we would like to see in
grassroots football and have been for a few years.

“l got the chance to do my work experience there and | did a
lot of different things, such as putting the soil on the pitch and
helping with a presentation. It was a well-rounded week of work
experience.”
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World Book Day Door Decorating Extravaganza!

Priory’s staff and pupils brought stories to life last week as part of our annual World Book Day
Door Decorating Competition.

Once again, the creativityy, humour and
imagination on display turned our corridors
into a vibrant celebration of reading. From
classic tales to modern favourites, each
department embraced the challenge with
gusto.

Miss Howell's Wicked creation certainly
stopped people in their tracks... though
we're still undecided whether Galinda is
quite channelling Ariana Grande levels of
glamour!

Meanwhile, the ICT team clearly had a quiet
day after unleashing their rather menacing
Pennywise from‘It’... notfor the faint-hearted!

Pupils passing the School Office were tempted by actual Turkish Delight as they stepped into The Lion, the Witch
and the Wardrobe - even Edmund would have struggled to resist.

From Peter Pan soaring over London (via the Business & Finance Office), to two adorable Very Hungry
Caterpillars, a colourful trip Up, tropical Where’s Wally? adventures, the bright and bold Lorax, and even a full
journey through We’re Going on a Bear Hunt... every door told its own story.

The effort and imagination shown by staff and their forms this year have been exceptional, and the displays have
sparked conversations, laughter and curiosity among pupils all week. The English department certainly faced a
difficult task in choosing the eventual winners (see next page) — the standard has been higher than ever.

World Book Day at Priory continues to inspire a love of reading and creativity across the school, and this year’s
door designs have once again shown what a talented and enthusiastic community we have.
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BOOK
DAY 2 Wand the Support Teams:
BB P e Py Business & Finance - Peter Pan
i ,l" /r_ ININC IS School Office - The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe
a (IFré... Pastoral - Wizard of Oz

Classrooms:

Mrs Bailey - Dr Seuss

Mrs Lockwood - The Very Hungry Caterpillar
Mrs Elliott - The Lorax

Very close runners up:

Miss Burbidge - Where's Wally

Mrs Scully - We're Going on a Bear Hunt
Miss Howell - The Wizard of Oz
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World Book Day Bake-Off Brilliance! EY\a

To celebrate World Book Day, our English department hosted a fantastic
book-themed bake-off last Friday - and the entries were nothing short of
spectacular!

Cakes inspired by favourite stories were judged by Head of English, Miss Beswick, before being sold at break
and lunch.

Thanks to our talented bakers (and hungry
customers!), we raised over £50 which will
be spent on new books for the library.

Winners:

1st - Stickman — Alba P (Year 7)

2" - Once Upon a Time — Humayraa R
(Year 7)

3 - Shadow Thieves — Emma N (Year 9)

All entrants received reward points and
House points, whilst the winners also took g
away book vouchers — and a huge well
done to everyone who took part!

English teacher
Mrs  Robinson-Ali,
who coordinated
the school’'s World
Book Day activities,
said: “The creativity
and effort pupils put
into their cakes was
incredible. It was
wonderful to see
so many students
getting involved and
celebrating reading
in such a fun way.”
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Pupils Cast Their Votes for “ <L IFE
2026 Youth Parliament R

This week pupils participated in the largest ballot for young Makemark
people - the Election for the Member of Youth Parliament for Your
the Preston & South Ribble Constituency.

The Lancashire Youth Council provides opportunities for 11-18 year olds to use o pabasiariss
their elected voice to bring about social change through meaningful representation
and campaigning. =

BOWERMAN-MELLING, Kairen

ly one candidate by putting a cross [ | in the box
i choice '

OO0

BURNETT-CHERRY, Freddie

During the school day on Thursday, pupils were given the opportunity to vote, to
select their chosen candidate, based on candidate videos they watched earlier in —
the week. As in adult elections, they had to put a large X in one box only. e

MURTHA, Eloise

The candidates included Kairen Bowerman-Melling,
Freddie Burnett-Cherry, Eloise Murtha and Mishel Rafiq. |
Candidate manifestos included pushing forward on free
public transport for under 18s, more youth centres, cleaner -
parks, helping the homeless, more access to sports, .
increased mental health support and work experience, =
and in the words of Mishel Rafiq - "Many, many more".

Organiser Ms Smith said “When an opportunity comes along
to participate in active citizenship, through democracy, we
actively participate as part of pupil Personal Development.
Where possible, we will always try to mimic real-world
activities in readiness for life after Priory.”

All opportunities to vote are enacted in school and tie-in
with our Citizenship curriculum, our coverage of Fundamental British Values (FBV) - Democracy and Spiritual,
Moral, Social, Cultural (SMSC) learning”.

On this occasion, the ballot papers will be counted by Lancashire Youth Council, and we look forward to hearing
the outcome.




A Winning Display of Effort and
Enthusiasm from Priory’s Year 7 & 8
Athletes

REPORT BY MRS BULLOCK

On Monday, 2 March, our Year 7 and Year 8
girls took part in the indoor athletics competition
hosted at All Hallows.

From start to finish, the girls represented Priory
with outstanding team spirit, enthusiasm and
determination. Their support for one another,
cheering team mates on, celebrating successes,
and encouraging each other through the events
was one of the real highlights of the day.

Competing against strong schools from across
South Ribble, both teams showcased impressive
effort and commitment across a wide range of
track and field events.

Year 8 finished second overall, showing excellent
consistency, effort, and resilience.

Year 7 achieved a strong fourth place,
demonstrating huge determination and a
fantastic attitude throughout.

Stand-out performances came from J-V Taylor
(Year 7) and E Matthews (Year 8), who excelled
in their events and made significant contributions
to their respective teams. However, every
athlete played an important role, and the overall
success was a reflection of their combined hard
work and teamwork.

Year 7 Team - H Lockley, B Proctor, C Caslake,
A Pennington, S Andrews, J-V Taylor, B Livesey,
E Shuttleworth

Year 8 Team - E Matthews, | Dunn, E Parkinson, F Bracegirdle, A Gutteridge, N Kilbane

A huge well done to all the girls involved. Their effort, positivity and team spirit were exceptional, and they should
be incredibly proud of how they represented the school.
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Spill the Tea on T-Levels at Teatime (Health)

NHS, Social Care and Further Education colleagues from across the North
West are delivering an information session on T-Levels, with a focus on the
Health T-Level.

The sessions aim to bust some myths and provide expert advice on this
pathway and the industry based placements associated with the course.

Interested finding out more information about T Levels in Health?

https://forms.office.com/e/FgcJcEWyM2

m Lancashire and
SDUth cumbrlu in health and social care

w/c
Penwortham Priory Academy @ 16 March
> @
E \

MENU

EVERY DAY
<

Jacket Potato

Desevts

Assorted Cakes and Biscuits ¢

Pasta Pots



https://forms.office.com/e/FgcJcEWyM2

