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Key Dates
Did you know that the term 
dates for the academic 
year are available to view 
and download from our 
website?  
www.priory.lancs.sch.uk/
parents/termdates

19 January - 6 February
Year 11 Mock Exams

2-6 February
Year 10 Work Experience 
Week.

Weds, 4 February
‘Six’ Theatre trip, 
Liverpool
Year 11 Preston College 
Interviews (in school)

Thurs, 5 February
Year 7 & 8 STEM 
Roadshow
Year 8 CyberFirst  Event 
(selected group only)

Mon, 9 February
Half Term Rewards 
Activities

Friday, 13 February
Careers Fair

HALF TERM
16-20 February

Tues, 24 February
Year 11 Runshaw College 
interviews PM

Weds, 25 February
Battlefields Residential 
Trip Parent & Pupil 
Meeting 5pm-5.45pm

Fri, 27 February
Experience Iftaar trip 
(evening meal)Continued over...Continued over...

Anne Frank Exhibition Brings The 
Past To The Present at Priory
Year 9 pupils have been guiding younger pupils through the story 
of Anne Frank as they use the exhibition which has been set up in 
school to highlight the dangers of intolerance and hatred.

Anne Frank Trust’s Lucy Allan spent time with the Year 9s at Priory who 
volunteered to teach the Anne Frank story to Year 7 & 8 pupils this week, as well 
as Year 6 pupils from Penwortham Primary School.

Teenager Anne was a German-born Jewish girl who kept a diary while she was 
hiding in an attic in Amsterdam during World War II and the Nazi persecution. 
Anne died in Bergen-Belsen concentration camp aged 15.

Lucy said: “We came in for two days and trained Year 9 tour guides about Anne’s 
life and its significance.

“This week they have told Anne’s story to Years 7 and 8 in order to help them 
learn from history. It’s to challenge any discrimination today so that history does 
not repeat itself.

“The pupils at Priory are always so keen to learn, the Year 9s were a great group 
who really impressed me with their public speaking and delivery. They were 
determined to get the message across.”
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Year 9 Adele said: “It was emotional learning about Anne Frank’s story and 
knowing she was my age.

“The Year 7s and 8s were interested and were asking a lot of questions.”

Kaif said: “I learnt a lot about the Holocaust and what discrimination can lead to. It was our job to emphasise what 
happened and that it shouldn’t happen again.”

Amna added: “We were taught to deliver Anne’s 
story from the start to finish and I think the Year 
7s and 8s found it interesting and wanted to 
learn from it.”

Lead teacher of History, Mr Eccles said, “I 
am incredibly proud of our Year 9 volunteers 
who supported the Anne Frank exhibition. We 
had over 40 pupils step forward, all eager to 
be involved, and it was a real challenge to 
narrow that down to just 20 places. Their 
maturity, empathy and commitment have been 
outstanding throughout. It’s inspiring to see so 
many young people wanting to make a positive 
difference by promoting respect, tolerance and 
understanding within our school community.

“The group will now have the opportunity to apply 
to become Anne Frank Trust Ambassadors, and 
I’m looking forward to sharing the application 
forms with them soon.”

Well done to: Loki Y, Kaif A, Amna M, Imogen 
K, Vivian O, Ada McM, Bella P-H, Alice W, 
Sandra B, Eva F, Ted Parker, Evelyn S, Adele 
M, Maci H, Areesha I-W, Alyssia H, Jack S, Ella 
R, Zach C.
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Battlefields Residential Trip
Parent & Pupil Information 
Evening - 25 February
Parents and pupils going on the Battlefields Residential 
trip 20-24 May, are invited to an Information Evening 
on Wednesday, 25 February. The evening will start at 
5pm, lasting approx 45 mins, and will provide essential 
updates and further details about the trip.

During the session, there will be the opportunity to:
·	 Receive a detailed overview of the trip itinerary.
·	 Meet the staff who will be accompanying the 

students, including Mrs Cauchi, Mr Eccles, Mrs 
Kursitis, Mrs Holland and Mr Momoniat.

·	 Ask questions.
·	 Obtain further updates about  hotel accommodation, 

meal provisions and essential packing items.

We encourage you to attend this meeting to ensure you 
have all the necessary information and support for this 
educational opportunity. 

Reply Slips

A letter has been emailed to parents about the meeting.  
To assist us in planning, please complete the attendance 
slip attached to it and return it to Mrs Cauchi in the 
Humanities Office.

Pupil Data Form

Parents must also complete a pupil data form which 
can be accessed via the Microsoft Forms link. This will 
be live until 4 March. Please double check information 
before submitting as any errors will delay processing 
with the travel company.
https://forms.office.com/e/tABfMGCP2d 

A copy of the letter can also be downloaded from the 
school website at >>  
www.priory.lancs.sch.uk/parents/letters
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Year 10 Engineering Pupils Visit 
Leyland Trucks For Careers Event

With such an iconic business like Leyland Trucks on our doorstep, we 
couldn’t resist the opportunity and accept their invitation to take some 
of our Year 10 students on a visit to learn more about an automotive 
engineering business and 
the apprenticeships on offer 
for school leavers.

The visit has become an annual 
event, and it provides an excellent 
opportunity for the students to visit 
a locally based, global automotive 
company who allowed us to see 
vehicle mass production first hand.

We were lucky enough to be given 
a factory tour which followed the 
journey of a variety of DAF trucks 
from a collection of parts, through 
various assembly and finishing 
processes before a completed 
and roadworthy vehicle rolls off the 
production line. The company also gave the students an overview of the apprentice opportunities available for 
them beyond Year 11 within careers ranging from Design Engineering to Production Assembly.

Head of Technology, Mrs Lawe, said, 
“This visit was a great experience 
for our students studying the NCFE 
Level 1 and Level 2 Engineering 
qualification to see a working factory 
first hand. Some of our pupils aspire 
to taking on an apprenticeship at 
Leyland Trucks in the future and have 
family connections to the factory 
which made the visit even more 
special.”

Leyland Trucks’ apprentice 
applications are now open for current 
Year 11 students to apply for positions 
to start in September 2026.

www.leylandtrucksl td.co.uk/en-
gb /wo rk ing -a t - l ey land - t rucks /
apprenticeship
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Year 11 Mock Exams
The exams continue into their final week.  Below is the timetable for Week 3.

Lancaster University School 
of Mathematics
Join us for our final Open Day on Saturday 14th 
March!

If you have a passion for mathematics, come along and 
explore why LUSoM could the perfect place for you to 
study.

LUSoM, London Road, Preston
Saturday, 14 March 2026
10:00am - 12:30pm

Book now >> 
bit.ly/4hb66tI
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Ramadan ‘Experience Iftaar’ 
Evening Meal 

Friday, 27 February (Open to all)
This is an exciting opportunity for pupils to participate in 
a cultural experience as part of our ongoing activities to 
promote understanding and inclusivity.

On Friday, 27 February, we have organised a trip to Olive 
of Sinai (178 Ribbleton Lane) to Experience Iftaar – a 
special evening meal that Muslims enjoy to break their fast 
during the holy month of Ramadan.

The cost of the trip is £17 per pupil, which includes a three-
course meal and one drink. If your child is interested in 
joining this event, payment must be made via SCOPay by 
13 February, and at the same time you will be required to 
select their meal choices.

The event will provide pupils with the opportunity to:
•	 Taste traditional foods often eaten to break the fast, 

such as dates and water
•	 Hear the Adhan (call to prayer), which marks the time 

to break the fast
•	 Observe and learn about the significance of prayer in 

Islam

Please note that parents will need to arrange their child’s 
transport to and from the venue.  The event runs from 
5.30pm-8.15pm.  Pupils may wear their own clothes.

This trip is open to all pupils, regardless of faith, offering 
opportunities to socialise, ask questions, and learn more 
about the Muslim faith and culture.

Places will be allocated on a first-come, first-served basis. 
A copy of the letter sent to parents can be downloaded 
from the school website at >> www.priory.lancs.sch.uk/
parents/letters

Leyland Trucks 
‘Apprenticeships Live’
Q&A Webinars
 
Thinking about an 
apprenticeship?

Got questions? Want insider tips? Curious to hear from 
real apprentices and our Learning & Development 
Advisor?

Join our upcoming live Q&A webinars and get the 
answers you need to kick start your career journey.

Webinar Schedule
•	 Assembly Operative – 9th February at 4pm
•	 Automotive, Facilities & Maintenance, Fabrication 

& Welding – 10th February at 4pm
•	 Design Engineer – 11th February at 4pm
•	 HR, Supply Chain & IT Software Engineer – 12th 

February at 4pm

Register your interest here: https://hubs.li/Q040s_0K0

Don’t miss your chance to learn, ask questions, and 
meet the people who’ve been where you want to go.
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Year 10 Pupils Train as Reading Mentors to 
Support Younger Readers 

A group of Year 10s have 
received professional on-line 
training to become Reading 
Mentors.

The 16 Year 10s will support 
Year 7s and 8s over 10 weeks to 
improve their confidence, fluency 
and encourage a love of reading.

The mentors will be led by English 
teachers Mrs Webster and Mrs 
Elliott with the help from support 
staff, Mr Eccles, Mr Oaks and Mr 
Kolacz, Mrs Simpson and Mrs 
Whalley.

Mrs Webster said: “Our Reading 
Mentors have had four hours 
of on-line training through a 
professional programme called Coram Reading.

“We wanted to make sure they had advanced training which is why we paid for a professional programme.

“The younger pupils will benefit as it will improve their comprehension and their confidence with reading.

“There will be three parts to the sessions which are: Being read to; Reading to their mentors; and Book talk.

“It was great so many Year 10s volunteered, it can count towards volunteering for their Duke Of Edinburgh so 
it’s great for them.”

Naeem said: “I wanted to become a Reader Mentor as I like English and I want to help others. The training was 
good.”

Freya said: “I want to help others and I will benefit as well as I want to get better at reading.”

Lottie added: “I enjoy English and enjoy reading which is why I volunteered for this. It will be good to listen to 
others and help them.”



Year 9 MEGA Day at Runshaw College – 
Inspiring the Next Generation of Digital 
Innovators
On Wednesday, 21 January, our Year 9 students took part in an exciting MEGA 
Day at Runshaw College, a unique experience designed to open their eyes to 
future career opportunities in the fast‑growing digital and technology sectors. 
The event was delivered by the award‑winning IN4 Group, and was fully funded 
— giving all students the chance to take part in this inspiring, future‑focused day. 

The day aimed to develop students’ 
digital skills, raise aspirations, and 
demonstrate the scale of opportunities 
emerging across technology and 
innovation. With the North West 
alone predicted to see over 30,000 
cyber‑related jobs by 2035, the 
MEGA Day offered an early insight 
into an industry full of high‑skilled and 
well‑paid roles. 

Becoming AI Entrepreneurs for the 
Day - Year 9 pupils stepped into the 
role of Ai Entrepreneurs, working 
in teams to design and pitch an 
AI‑powered solution to a real‑world 
challenge. The experience mirrored 
industry practice and encouraged creativity, problem‑solving, teamwork, and confidence.

Big Ideas for Real World Problems - Students explored the UN Global Goals and selected an issue they cared 
deeply about. Using this as inspiration, they developed an early concept for a product or app powered by artificial 
intelligence. 

Rapid Prototyping with Ai -  Pupils learned how designers quickly bring ideas to life using digital tools. They 
experimented with AI‑powered prototyping apps, creating early versions of their designs and learning how to 
iterate at speed. 

Learn to SucceedLearn to Succeed

...continued next page.
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Pitch, Polish, and Present - The final session 
was a high‑energy challenge. Teams refined their 
ideas and delivered a pitch in a Dragon’s Den‑style 
presentation, showcasing their communication skills, creativity and 
teamwork. 

Ajuna said, “We learnt about how different companies use Ai. We all 
designed different Ai for different problems that would help people 
globally.  We also made a presentation about how our Ai works and 
how it would benefit the future and today.”

Max added, “We did three sessions creating Ai prototypes.  In the 
first, we talked about how Ai is used in the real world such as GPS 
and Netflix recommendations and other things like TikTok feeds.  In 
the second, we came up with ideas for Ai prototypes that could have 
positive impacts on social and environmental problems in the world. In 
the third and final session, we presented the ideas for our prototypes to 
the rest of the class and the judge board where everyone was ranked 
from 1-10. Overall, everyone had lots of fun and enjoyed it as well. 

We are delighted to share that Priory’s ‘Team Price Route Pro’ and  
‘RunWild’ teams and achieved an impressive second and third place in 
the final pitch challenge. Their innovative ideas, clear communication, 
and confident teamwork stood out to the judges and demonstrated the 
incredible talent and potential within our Year 9 cohort.

Head of Technology, Mrs 
Qadri concluded “This 
fantastic result reflects 
the effort, creativity, and 
enthusiasm students 
brought to the challenge - 
and we couldn’t be prouder 
of their achievements.”

...continued from previous page
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Year 10 Girls Raise Funds to 
Protect Endangered Tigers
 
A group of Year 10 pupils has taken action to support endangered wild cats by organising 
a hugely successful bake sale in aid of Panthera, an international charity dedicated to the 
conservation of the world’s big cat species.
 
Lily,  Amelia, Megan, Reese,  Ria, Catherine and Georgia  spent 
the past few weeks learning about the threats facing tigers and felt 
compelled to raise awareness within the school community. They 
created an informative PowerPoint presentation for Learning for Life 
lessons explaining why conservation is so important and highlighting 
the alarming decline of wild tiger populations.
 
In their research, the girls discovered that three tiger subspecies have 
already become extinct and that the remaining six are all classified 
as endangered. With only around 5,000 tigers left in the wild, they 
wanted to take positive action to support organisations working to 
protect these magnificent animals.
 
On Wednesday, the group held their bake sale at breaktime, offering 
a delicious assortment of cakes and treats. The event drew plenty of 
eager customers and proved to be a tremendous success, raising a 
fantastic £61.50 for Panthera.
 

The girls also shared some fun facts.  Did 
you know:

•	 A tiger’s roar can be heard up to 3km away!
•	 No two tigers have the same stripes – each pattern is completely unique.
•	 Tiger cubs are blind!

 
All proceeds will be donated directly to Panthera, supporting the charity’s work to restore tiger habitats, protect 
key populations and help increase tiger numbers in the wild.
 
Well done to the whole team for their enthusiasm, initiative and dedication to a worthy cause. 
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Year 11 Pupils Represent Priory At 
Holocaust Memorial Day Event 
For a third year, Priory was honoured to be invited to participate in South 
Ribble’s Holocaust Memorial Day commemorations.

Holocaust Memorial Day is a national day that takes place on 27 January. It commemorates the six million 
Jewish men, women and children murdered during the Holocaust, and the millions more murdered under Nazi 
persecution. 

Held at the Leyland Civic Centre 
on Monday, 27 January, Mr Eccles 
and Mr Taylor were accompanied 
to the community event by three 
Year 11 pupils.

Kacper and Hannah were asked to 
light a candle which represented 
the victims of Nazi Persecution 
between 1933 and 1945. Molly-
Grace then performed a stunning 
rendition of ‘Lean On Me’ as part 
of the musical programme for the 
afternoon.

Lead Teacher of History, Mr 
Eccles, said, “The pupils were 
praised by the organiser who 
commented that their presence 
and contributions helped to 
“make the event very special.””

This year’s HMD marks the 81st anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp by the 
first Ukrainian Front on the 27th of January 1945, and the 31st anniversary of the genocide in Bosnia.   Prejudice 
still continues today within our communities and across the UK, and we remember where persecution led in 
Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur.  

The theme for this year’s commemoration is ‘Bridging Generations’. Holocaust Memorial Day is a time when 
we seek to learn the lessons of the past and recognise that genocide does not just take place on its own – it’s 
a steady process which can begin if discrimination, racism and hatred are not checked and prevented. There 
is still much to do to create a safer future and HMD is an opportunity to start this process.

During Learning Life Lessons on Monday, pupils were shown a short video produced by the Holocaust Memorial 
Day Trust. 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=wCYAFWiZfRg 

Pictured - Kacper, Mayor of South Ribble Cllr Paul Wharton-Hardman, Hannah and Molly-Grace. 
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Building the Past: 
Year 7’s Impressive Castle Models
Lead teacher for History Mr Eccles described the Motte & Bailey or Stone Castle model 
competition entries as ‘unbelievable.’

An extraordinary amount of 
effort, planning and skill has 
gone into the Year 7 annual 
competition, where pupils 
could win a History pin badge 
and House points for their 
efforts.

Mr Eccles said: “This year’s 
entries have been unbelievable 
in terms of the selection. There 
were drawings, models, a 3D 
printed version and even one 
made out of Lego. 

"They were all very imaginative 
and there was extraordinary 
detail in so many of them.

“One I was particularly taken with was a model based on a real Motte & Bailey 
Castle once in Penwortham."

That was from Millie who said: “I thought it would make it easier to base it on a 
real Motte & Bailey Castle so I did a lot of research. It took a couple of weeks to 
make it. My fences were cocktail sticks and I used Styrofoam, cardboard and 
paper.”

...continued next page.
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Building the Past:  Year 7’s Impressive Castle 
Models

Imogen said: “I had fun making my castle. You do also learn a lot from putting the model together.”

James said: “I used cardboard, wooden sticks and cocktail sticks for my model, they all had to be cut very 
precisely!”

Thankfully Alba didn’t have to eat all the 
lollipops for the sticks on her castle! “I ordered 
a pack off Amazon! 
It was imaginative 
doing it and I learnt a 
lot about history.”

Georgia added: 
“I enjoyed being 
creative and using 
items from home.”

...continued from previous page
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Year 9: Car Passenger Safety 
#YOLO Performance in Education
On Tuesday, 20 January Year 9 pupils took part in a performance workshop about Car 
Passenger Safety. This workshop was commissioned by Lancashire County Council to assist 
in pupil education, to prevent the increase in car accidents which have impacted passengers.

The hour-long performance and subsequent workshop focused on the importance of passengers in driver 
concentration and safety. The performance included three actors who took on the roles of Dad, Son and 
Daughter in a car and provided an insight 
into the family following a fatality from a 
car accident and its impact on a sibling 
and parent. 

#YOLO looked at how behaviour 
in a car as a passenger, especially 
wearing seatbelts,  can massively 
influence outcomes and highlights the 
responsibilities of passengers as well as 
drivers for safety.

The performance investigated the role 
of a passenger and their responsibility 
within a car to keep themselves safe and 
not impede or negatively impact the way 
the car is being driven. This is done by 
focusing on how a passenger can have a negative influence within a car by: distracting a driver with music, 
questions and technology (ie, mobile phones); or by encouraging them to speed; and finally the importance of 
seatbelt use at all times.

Lead Practitioner for Personal Development, Ms Smith, said, 

“The #YOLO presentation reminded young people that driving a car is a massive responsibility and they have 
their part to play in helping to keep it safe.

“By showing the consequences to those left behind, #YOLO encourages students to not only change their own 
behaviour and attitudes as a passenger but also to intervene when others display this behaviour.”
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JOIN US ON

VIRTUAL EVENT

04.02.26

19:30-21:00

BOOK YOUR 
FREE TICKET 
NOW!

SCAN THE QR CODE OR

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

Step up with 
RAF World: From 
the Ground Up! 
A dynamic 
virtual event 
launching National 
Apprenticeship Week 
and opening doors 
to your future in the 
Royal Air Force.

Discover how careers 
take flight from the 
ground level. Whether 
you’re exploring 
apprenticeships, 
passionate about 
engineering and 
technology, or ready 
for the challenge 
of service, this is 
your launchpad.

What awaits you: 

• Live Q&As with RAF experts – Hear directly 
from those who’ve trained, qualified and 
built rewarding careers through RAF 
pathways.

• Apprenticeship insights – Explore real 
routes into the RAF, from technical trades 
to specialist roles, and see how you could 
begin your journey.

• 11 Team Specialist Rooms – Meet 
professionals across engineering, logistics, 
pilots, intelligence, cyber, medical and more.

• 360° Interactive Experience – Step inside 
RAF bases and operations and see how 
every role connects to the mission.

Interested in an apprenticeship? Ready to take 
on a new challenge? Discover how the RAF 
builds careers, from the ground up.

FROMTHE

GROUND UP
LAY THE FOUNDATIONS FOR 

YOUR FUTURE IN THE RAF

RAF World Virtual 
Careers Event

Wednesday, 4th February | 7.30pm-9pm
This is an opportunity for pupils to take part in a 
free online Royal Air Force - world virtual event on 
Wednesday, 4 February from 7.30pm until 9pm. 

The RAF World Virtual Event will provide pupils with 
the opportunity to immerse themselves into the RAF 
World to discover:
Live Q&As with RAF experts – Hear directly from those 
who’ve trained, qualified and built rewarding careers 
through RAF pathways.
 Apprenticeship insights – Explore real routes into the RAF, 
from technical trades to specialist roles, and see how you 
could begin your journey.
11 Team Specialist Rooms – Meet professionals across 
engineering, logistics, pilots, intelligence, cyber, medical 
and more. 
360° Interactive Experience – Step inside RAF bases 
and operations and see how every role connects to the 
mission.
 Interested in an apprenticeship? Ready to take on a new 
challenge? Discover how the RAF builds careers, from 
the ground up.
 To book, go to www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/raf-world-
from-the-ground-up-tickets-1688060236609
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Week 2
w/c 

2 February




