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Key Dates
Did you know that the term 
dates for the academic 
year are available to view 
and download from our 
website?  
www.priory.lancs.sch.uk/
parents/termdates

Breakfast at Priory
First Bite of The Day
Every Morning 
8.15am-8.35am 
Free for all pupils

Mon, 9 February
Half Term Rewards 
Activities Period 5 & 6

Fri, 13 February
Careers Fair

HALF TERM
16-20 February

Tues, 24 February
Year 11 Runshaw College 
Interviews PM

Weds, 25 February
Year 9 Duke of Edinburgh 
Award Day
Battlefields Residential 
Trip Parent & Pupil 
Meeting 5pm-5.45pm

Fri, 27 February
Experience Iftaar trip 
(evening meal)

Mon, 2 March
Year 11 Parents Evening 
4pm - 7pm (online)

17 & 18 March
Spring Production PM - 
Details to follow

Thurs, 19 March
Year 9 Immunisations 
(DTP/ACWY)Continued over...

Priory’s New Darts Academy Hits 
The Bullseye
While Priory pupils are dreaming about the Ally Pally and walk-
on songs, the staff are seeing an increase in early attendance to 
school, an improvement in maths skills and a general eagerness to 
be involved in extra-curricular activities.

Priory launched its Darts Academy in January and we are only the second school 
in the UK to be affiliated with the Junior Darts Corporation (JDC).

The affiliation means Priory pupils can compete against fellow arrowsmiths 
nationally and internationally with a structured scoring and progression system 
so, as well as for enjoyment, they can significantly improve their rankings.

Head of PE and Sport Mr Bullock said: “I was blown away by the response, I 
guess it’s how much darts is now on TV, but I have been amazed at how many 
pupils have come forward. Over 40 pupils have signed up and the interest is 
phenomenal.

“Being affiliated with the JDC means pupils have to calculate scores, track 
averages, compare data and more – skills that build confidence in real-world 
maths.

“Alongside the mathematical, speed, accuracy and strategic benefits, pupils will 
also gain opportunities to play against the best young dart players nationally 



Learn to SucceedLearn to Succeed

...continued from front page

and internationally, 
representing the school 
and the JDC.”

“The school bought 
eight boards but, due 
to our affiliation with the 
JDC, Winmau, one of 
the market leaders in darts, support our academy so 
we have 12 match quality boards and full lane set-ups 
that have just arrived. The pupils have been over the 
moon with the upgrades, and now there is excitement 
to get to the newest boards with lights!”

“Our Darts Academy sessions are  Monday-Thursday 
7.45am-8.30am and so it has helped attendance and 
punctuality.”

“The pupils can also play at breaks and lunch-times 
and we have two sessions after school, it was originally 
one but we extended it because of its popularity.”

“The pupils have a JDC routine where we record their 
scores which is how they are ranked.”

Year 8 James said: 
“I love darts so this 
is great. My favourite 
player is Gary 
Anderson. I have a 
dart board at home 
and to play in school 

as well is really nice. It helps with my maths.”

Year 10 Charlie is top of the Priory leaderboard at the 
moment. He said: “It’s good I can practise in school as 
well as home. My favourite player is Nathan Aspinall 
as he is local.”

Year 8 Bobby has already considered his walk-on 

song. “I would come 
out to ‘Don’t Stop 
Believing.’ I do love 
the darts, watching 
and playing. I love the 
excitement of watching 
it.

“Playing in school has 
really helped me with 
my maths too.”

Harrison said: “I love 
the way Gerwin Price 
celebrates so he is my 
favourite. It’s great we 
can play darts in school. 
I don’t mind getting up 
early to come into school 
as I know it’s darts first.”

Year 8 Charlotte is the 
only girl of the 40-plus 
Year 7-11s so far signed up but she doesn’t mind.

“I have watched darts for years and I just enjoy it so it’s 
ok being the only girl. I like Nathan Aspinall due to his 
walk-on song 
‘Mr Brightside.’ 
I also really 
admire Beau 
Greaves.”

There is still 
time to sign 
up. It’s £15 
registration fee and £2 per week for each submission 
of JDC routine scores. The registration and 10 weeks 
of score entries are available on ScoPay and  it’s a 
first-come, first served basis for places.

Ms Smith
Lead Practitioner for 
Personal Development
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Half Term 
Rewards 
Activity Afternoon
Invitation letters have been issued to Year 7 -10 
pupils who have qualified for this half term’s 
rewards activity. 

As part of our refreshed rewards system, pupils who 
achieve 95%+ attendance, consistently make positive 
choices, and demonstrate the Priory Standard are 
recognised and rewarded for their efforts each half term.

This half term’s reward will take place on Monday, 
9 February during Periods 5 and 6, and pupils have 
the opportunity to choose from the following in-school 
activities:

•	 Watch a film 
•	 Games and hot chocolate
•	 Science workshop 
•	 Food Technology workshop
•	 Darts and table tennis 
•	 Football on the 3G pitch 
Normal lessons will continue as usual for pupils who do 
not wish to take part or who have not qualified for this 
half term’s reward. Pupils must remain with the activity 
they have selected. Pupils who choose to play football 
may bring a change of footwear. 

We are proud of our pupils’ achievements so far this 
academic year and we hope to see their superb conduct 
continue. Thank you for parents’ ongoing support in 
celebrating and encouraging positive behaviour and 
attendance at Penwortham Priory Academy.  

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural 
development (SMSC)

Collective Worship 
Policy

At Penwortham Priory Academy, we have a 
Collective Worship Policy that supports the 
personal, moral and spiritual development 
of every pupil. 

At Priory it provides valuable moments during 
assemblies where students can pause, reflect, and 
consider shared values such as respect, kindness, 
responsibility and community. 

Although our school community includes families 
of many different beliefs, our approach is inclusive 
and educational rather than doctrinal, ensuring 
all pupils feel respected and able to participate 
meaningfully. 

We believe that offering this time for reflection 
helps nurture empathy, strengthens our sense 
of belonging, and contributes to the positive, 
supportive ethos we strive to maintain for all 
students and their families. 

Should you wish to read our policy and view our 
planned assembly themes, these can be found on 
our website here: 

www.priory.lancs.sch.uk/personal-development/
smsc

If you have any questions please do contact Ms 
Smith at t.smith@priory.lancs.sch.uk

Ms Smith
Lead Practitioner for 
Personal Development
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FIRST BITE 

Fuel your day with food...Every Morning in the RestaurantFor All Year Groups
8.15am-8:35amToast | Pastries | Fruit | JuiceServed Free
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Breakfast At Priory
First Bite of the Day 
Fuel for Learning Every Morning

Priory is delighted to launch ‘First Bite of the 
Day’, a new initiative offering free breakfast to 
all pupils, every school day.

The service runs from 8.15am–8.35am in the Restaurant 
and provides a simple but nutritious start to the morning, 
with toast, pastries and fresh fruit available to anyone who 
wants it - all for free!

Research consistently shows that breakfast is the most 
important meal of the day, helping 
to stabilise energy levels, 
improve concentration 
and support pupils’ 
readiness to learn. A 
well‑fuelled brain is 
better equipped to tackle 
lessons, retain information and stay focused throughout 
the morning.

To help make this possible, Priory is proud to be partnering 
with Recycling Lives, a Preston organisation working 
with national charity FareShare. FareShare redistributes 
high‑quality surplus food from across the industry to 
community groups, charities and schools like ours, 
ensuring good food reaches those who need it rather than 
going to waste.

Assistant Principal Miss Thornton said: “We want every 
pupil to start the day feeling nourished, settled and ready 
to learn. First Bite of the Day is about giving all our young 
people the chance to fuel their bodies and minds before 
lessons begin. Whether pupils come for a catch‑up with 
friends or simply because they 
want something to eat, they’ll 
always be welcomed.”

So, if you’re feeling peckish 
in the morning, head to the 
Restaurant 
for your First 
Bite of the 
Day!

Apprenticeships
linked to
english

advertising & media

executive

bid & proposal coordinator

content creator

event assistant

journalist

junior advertising creative

marketing executive

public relations &

communications ASSISTANT

publishing professional

teacher

and many more!

Interested in apprenticeships, but not sure what to
do next? Take a look at the employers offering
apprenticeships that link to the subject you love.  
amazingapprenticeships.com
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BAE Systems Roadshow 
Brings STEM to Life for 
Years 7 and 8 
An appreciation of STEM (Science, technology, Engineering and Maths) is 
an important part of our curricular and extra-curricular offering at Priory as it 
delves into so many skills that are desirable across all careers. As well as the 
academic skills it promotes creativity, problem solving and resilience. All of 
these were investigated during Thursday’s BAE Systems’ roadshow.

Years 7 and 8 took part in this assembly where they explored the world of material science from the tiniest 
atoms to applications such as Aluminium and Kevlar's use in air travel due to their properties. Pupils learnt about 
thermochromic (colour change due to temperature) and hydrochromic (colour change due to water) paints and 
using real life demonstrations they had hands on experience of this working.

The assembly also, importantly discussed different routes into engineering and other careers discussing both 
university and apprenticeship routes, very much emphasising that there is not one correct route, it is what suits 
the individual’s needs the best. 

The team who came into the school were very positive about our pupils and the way that they engaged with the 
assembly. We look forward to working with them again 
in the future.

Assistant Leader of Science, Mrs Potter, who arranged 
the event commented: “These opportunities are vital for 
giving pupils insight into how what they are learning in the 
classroom is actually used in the real world and how the 
skills they are developing are going to be instrumental 
for their future careers. 

“Pupils can now use this event to add to their 'Bright 
Futures' section of the Priory Plus Award. It is great 
that this also contributes towards our Priory Pledge of 
enabling all pupils to be able to complete their Priory 
Plus Award.”
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Year 8 Fundraisers Present 
Cheque to Barnardo’s
Mrs Elliott’s EW4 form is feeling proud after raising £426.89 for the 
charity, Barnardo’s.

Their class assembly last term was about ‘collecting for local children’ so they 
chose Barnardo’s as their charity.

The Year 8s held two bake sales, a 
‘Guess the Teacher’ quiz, Christmas 
jumper day and more to raise more 
than £400.

Mrs Elliott said: “We have far exceeded 
what we thought we would raise. My 
form has really embraced it. It was quite 
a vague idea - ‘money for local children’ 
- but my form researched charities and 
found Barnardo’s. They put everything 
into fundraising and I am very proud of 
them.”

Denise Whiteside, Team Manager, 
Lancashire Young Carers, Barnardo’s 
North Region, said: “It’s absolutely 
wonderful what the pupils have 
achieved.

“We work to help young people but 
young people are also helping other young people and that’s amazing to see.

“We have a project at the moment where we are looking to start a cookery group 
in Lancashire for young carers, and maybe help with cooking equipment, so the 
money will be put to very good use.”

Some of the money will also go towards Barnardo’s Include Me 2 (IM2) scheme 
which offers an activities service at weekends, after-school and during holidays 
for children and young people with disabilities across Chorley, South Ribble, 
Preston, West Lancashire and Pendle. 

IM2 also provides individual care packages within a group setting from its 
Lostock Hall base, helping children and young people access activities and 
develop social and communication skills.

Ben said: “We are all very proud to have raised so much, it’s a great achievement and it’s good 
knowing it will help young people in our community and they will appreciate it. It’s interesting to know we have 
some young carers in school that this may help too.”

Daniel said: “Fundraising was good fun, we had a good time doing it and we raised a lot of money so it was a 
success.”

Matilda added: “Helping a charity makes you feel good, helping other people is such a positive thing to do.”
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Priory Girls Impress with Skill and 
Style at South Ribble Gymnastics 
Championships 

Eight Priory gymnasts took part in the annual South Ribble Gymnastics Competition on 
Thursday, 29 January held at 
Worden Academy. 

The girls were entered into the 
advanced category for their age 
group as they train over two 
hours a week at their local clubs. 
The competition consisted of two 
events, floor and vault. 

On floor, the girls had to create 
their own routine compiled of six 
skills they could execute to a high 
standard, being judged on their 
control, fluency and competency 
of these skills.  On vault, they had 
a selection of four types to choose 
from. 

The girls came away with some great success -

Year 7 Heather L was awarded 1st on floor with a routine 
demonstrating a high level of skill including an aerial and cartwheel 
to back handspring. Heather also came 2nd in vault alongside Year 
9’s Imogen C who also took the silver medal position with a controlled 
and handspring vault. 

PE Teacher, Miss Beesley, thanked all the girls who competed, and 
added, “All eight gymnasts represented Priory with outstanding skill 
and maturity. Their routines were executed with confidence and 
control, and the results speak for themselves. It was wonderful to 
see their training pay off on the day. Congratulations to every one of 
them.”

Fantastic work by - Imogen C, Imogen D, Valentina D, Heather L, Andra C, Lacey J, Scarlett F and Freya C.
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This is the first of two articles about Priory pupils who are making 
a name for themselves on the TikTok scene by using their amazing 
talents.  From busking to interviewing footballers, there is no holding 
back Priory’s ambitious pupils.

Meet Noah: 
Priory’s Rising TikTok Football Reporter 
Noah has also been amassing fans for his football interviews.

The Year 10 is a massive Blackburn Rovers fan and wants to be a commentator. He uses his visits to Ewood 
Park to wait after the match and record interviews with home and away players.

“I started a few weeks ago when I 
took my microphone with me. Now 
they are used to me and speak to me 
which is a bit surreal as I love football 
and everything about it.

“My favourite Blackburn players to 
speak to is Lewis Miller as he is easy 
to approach and always stops for an 
interview.

“My biggest interview, which got 
100,000 views, was Watford’s 
Nestory Irankunda. I was a bit star 
struck if I am honest as he is the most 
capped player in 2025 for Australia 
and he is meant to be the next big 
thing. He followed me as well so that 
was amazing.

“It’s good fun so I am going to keep it going.”

Noah is spending his week’s work experience at Lancashire Football Association’s headquarters where he 
hopes to find out more about the growth and development of his favoured sport.

NO NEWSLETTER NEXT WEEK.

The next issue will be out Friday, 27 February

Thank you for your support.  
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Year 7 Impress Geography Teachers with 
Their Contour Models 
Flashing lights on Pendle Hill helped Millie’s design be crowned winner of the annual Year 7 
Geography Contours Competition.

Year 7 pupils were given a project by geography teacher Mr Momoniat to create a 3D contour model of a 
landscape.

The competition was run in 
each Year 7 class, guided 
by their geography teacher, 
where they explored the 
intricacies of topographic 
maps and translated them 
into physical form.

Millie admitted she did have 
some help from her dad with 
hers!

“My dad and I love making 
models. We used Pendle 
Hill as it’s easier to picture 
and base it all around that, 
as well as make it to scale.

“We added the flashing lights with a battery in the corner which makes it stand out.”

Aleysha came second. She said: “It took me around four hours to make mine with wood, wood paint and wood 
glue. I enjoyed the challenge, especially as I like geography.”

Manny, who won his class 7W2, said: “I have climbed Cat Bells, it’s my favourite mountain, so my model is based 
on that. There is Derwent Water on it and the forest at the bottom. It helped that I based it on something I knew.”

Phoebe came third and hers was an Eco-Peak, all based around recycling.
Continued over...
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“In geography, there is a lot of talk about 
the environment so I used old items to make my contour 
model. I was pleased to come third.”

Imogen won her class 7W1 and said: “I used my 
imagination and made mine from polystyrene. It helped 
me learn more about contours.”

Geography teacher, Mr Momoniat rounded off by 
saying, “Another year of fantastic Contour Models is in 
the books! 

“Our students did an amazing job sharing their strengths 
and learning stories, helping teachers better understand 
and support each student. This work has strengthened 
connections across classrooms and created more 
personalised, meaningful learning experiences. We’re 
proud of the effort put in by everyone and excited to 
build on this success in the year ahead.”

Other class winners: 7E2 Alba P, 7E3 Corey F, 7E1 
Spencer I.

...continued from previous page
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Priory’s Young Leaders Shine at 
Primary School Event
On Tuesday, Priory hosted the South Ribble School Games 
sports hall athletics final, supported by our Year 8 young 
leaders.  

Congratulations to St Teresa’s Catholic Primary School who were 
crowned winners and will represent South Ribble at the Lancashire 
finals.  
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Lost and Found: Are These Yours?
There are lots and lots of coats accumulating in the Pastoral office which 
surely someone is missing during this chilly weather. Winter accessories are  
building up too along with bags, shoes and water bottles.

Lost and found property is located in the Pastoral office with the exception of PE kit which is kept by the PE 
Department. Please also check the school office for any items lost that day.  Valuables will be stored securely by 
the Pastoral office (see Mr Shipton) until their owner can be identified.

We do aim to return named items to their 
owner and so we cannot over-emphasise the 
importance of marking all property, including 
ties, water bottles and stationery, with your 
child’s name.  

All unclaimed 
lost property 
is added to 
the uniform 
bank, donated 
to charity or is 
disposed of after 
the end of each 
half term.

The last day for 
collection of any 
of these items 
is Friday, 13 
February.

Good Luck Andra!
We wish Year 7, Andra, lots of luck 
this weekend as she heads over 
to the Isle of Man for the Manx 
Gymnastics competition.

Andra has been selected to 
represent the City of Preston 
Gymnastics Club and will have the chance to 
train and meet gymnasts from different clubs from across the 
UK, gaining valuable experience.

She has been training hard each week in 
preparation for the event
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House Board Games Bring 
Lunchtime Fun to Priory
Pupils from all four houses (Douglas, Calder, Hodder 
and Ribble) gathered in the Auditorio on Thursday for 
a lively lunchtime House Challenge event, where board 
games took centre stage.
 
Organised by Mr Raynor, 
the event gave pupils a 
chance to have fun and 
earn valuable points for 
their House. 

A wide selection of games was on offer, including Dobble, 
Connect 4, Just Words, Dominoes and playing cards.

It was a great opportunity for pupils to socialise and enjoy some 
friendly rivalry all in the spirit of teamwork and House pride.

House winners>> 1st Calder | 2nd Hodder | 3rd Ribble / Douglas

Week 3
w/c 

9 February
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“the best ‘stress buster’ in the world!” - Carol Hunt
 “you get fit without realising it because you’re having so much fun!
   It’s just an hour for me to do what I love doing” - Maxine Bilton

  “I love the escapism - pretending just for an hour that I’m Roxy in  
    Chicago, Ariel in Footloose or Lola in Copacabana!” - Nicola Clibbens

GUARANTEED FUN AND FITNESS!

Do something you enjoy as a way of keeping fit, 
meet new people and have some quality        time!you

dance like no-one is watching!Love to dance?
Want to have fun?

reveal your inner show girl and dance like no-one is watching!

We believe every woman needs to feel confident, allow time for themselves and 
find something they love to do in order to keep fit!

Our team of passionate, experienced instructors use top hats, feather boas, 
canes and songs from all the popular Broadway shows, in local community 
venues that offer safe, non-judgemental classes for women of all ages, 
shapes, sizes and those with two left feet!

Join in one of our free On Broadway dance/fitness classes to learn how to 

Previous dance experience is not essential - but a love of dance is!!

PLACES ARE LIMITED SO PLEASE 
BOOK EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT

To book your FREE place or to find out more please contact us:

dance like no-one is watching!
TRY A FREE TASTER CLASS

**FREE TASTERS AVAILABLE EVERY MONTH**
Wednesday 7:15pm - Penwortham Priory Academy

...and other venues too...

joanne@onbroadwaydancefitness.com

07790044358
http://www.onbroadwaydancefitness.co.uk/preston-chorley

February Half Term at South Ribble Leisure 
 
FREE Gymnastics and Tennis Camps 
For children eligible for benefit-related Free School Meals. 

No HAF code needed – just book and go! 

• Gymnastics Camp: 16, 17 or 18 February – 12–2pm 

• Tennis Camp: 16 or 17 February – 12–2pm 

Location: South Ribble Tennis and Fitness Centre 

Book: southribble.gov.uk/activecamps 

 

Intensive Half-Term Swimming Lessons 
Boost confidence and water skills with 5 x 30-minute lessons! 

 

16–20 February • £33.25  

 

Leyland Leisure Centre: 

• 8.30am Stage 1 • 9.00am Stage 2 • 9.30am Stage 3 

• 10.00am Stage 4 • 10.30am Stage 5 

Book: tinyurl.com/28nwpsw5 

 

Bamber Bridge Leisure Centre: 

• 8.30am Stage 1 • 9.00am Stage 2 • 9.30am Stage 3 

• 10.00am Stage 4 

Book: tinyurl.com/32wmr8m5 

More 


