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Culture Day was a colourful, successful and informative day!

This annual staple of Priory’s school calendar was organised once again by
Head of ICT & Computing, Mrs Qadri. There was Henna hand-painting all week,
music from different cultures playing at break and lunch (MaBal), a food sale at
break and pupils wearing their traditional cultural clothes or their national team’s
sports kit. There was also a cookery masterclass held after school on Thursday
where pupils learnt how to make samosas and spring rolls.

Pupils were asked to donate £1 if they chose to wear their own clothes and
all money raised in donations from the event will go to the Friends of Mulanje
Orphans (Malawi) (FOMO). On final count, Priory has raised an amazing
£432.74.

FOMO is a charity which runs 14 centres, caring for 2,000 orphans in Africa. The
orphans are provided with food, clothes, blankets, mosquito nets, education,
medical fees and most of all love and support.

Mrs Qadri said: “We pride ourselves on our diversity and vast cultural community
at Priory —we have on average 15 different ethnicities and more than 20 different
languages spoken.

"Celebrating our culture is important. Culture Day is always a popular day —
especially the Henna tattoos!

Continued over...
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“Having a day to celebrate our culture is something that has been
requested by many of our pupils and we agree that it is extremely important for
children to be proud of their identities, faiths and cultures, but also to share their
background with their peers."

During Learning for Life on the Thursday,
Audrey Toft, a trustee from the Culture Day’s
chosen charity, Friends of Mulanje Orphans
(Malawi), delivered an assembly to Year 7
about how the pupils’ donations will be used.
She also asked to come in on Friday to see
Malawi how our pupils celebrated and to enjoy the
morning with us.
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Friends of Mulanje Orphans

F

Mrs Toft said, “On behalf of FOMO | would like to thank the
school for inviting me in to give a presentation about FOMO |
and life in Malawi. Hopefully | gave the pupils some idea of
what life is like for people in Malawi, and for the orphans we
support.

She wentonto say, “| was very pleased with the way everyone
entered into the spirit of the event on Friday morning — very
colourful and enjoyable!”

Not to be left out, staff were able to purchase traditional
Indian food and snacks to take home, made by Mrs Qadri |
and her family - which were absolutely delicious!
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F|naI Exams Begln Good Luck Year 11!

Good luck to all our Year 11s as their GCSE exams get underway next week.

Exams begin with English Literature on Monday morning. All Year 11 pupils should expect to be

in school every day until the Physics exam on Monday, 15 June. There is a national GCSE contingency

day on Wednesday, 24 June. This date is used if any exams are cancelled and therefore parents are asked not
to book holidays until after this date.

We’'re so proud of how hard our Year 11s have worked to get to this point, and we know they’re ready to take
on the challenge.

Stay positive, believe in yourself and do your best - you've got this!

Early Lunch During Exams: Areminder that from Monday 11 May until Monday 15 June, lunch will
move to the earlier time of 12.15pm - 12.50pm (with the exception of Thursday, 14 May). Therefore, Period 4
will commence at 12.50pm. There are no changes to the start and end of the day.

A Special Message From The Gladiators

Our Year 11s have received a very special good luck message from the
cast of The Gladiators ahead of their GCSE exams
starting on Monday.

From the arena to the exam hall, the message is clear: stay
strong, believe in yourselves, and give it everything you’ve got.

Good luck to every single one of you — we’re all behind you.
You're all gladiators!

If you want to see the recorded message - pop over to our
Facebook or Instagram pages on Sunday evening. Year 11 can
also see this message on their Year Group Teams.




Year 10 Revision
Event - 10 June

3 0 | H. On Wednesday, 10 June we invite Year 10
! L | pupils and their parents/carers to join us for

&

our annual 'Revision Event' in school, an
evening dedicated to getting those hints and
tips for success in the mock exams and next

summer's final exams.

/\ AN 1 W\M i %’/\’t We have also issued communication about

how to order revision guides for each subject.
for Year 10 pup"s andt @ parentsfcarers_ Guides that are ordered before the 21 May

deadline will be organised for collection on
the evening. Please be aware we will not be

WEdn ESday, 1 OJ une selling any revision materials on the night.

from 5pm'6'3{]pm Subjects that have an exam will be

The event will start with a short presentation delivered | representedatthe eventand subjectleaders

. L . . will be available to talk to. Pupils will be able
by Assistant Principal, Miss Thornton. Subject leaders to pick up their free revision cards to make a

will be on hand to offer subject specific revision advice good start with the revision.
and guidance. They’ll also be talking about the specifics

of exams within their subjects and what to revise when. | L-0cal colleges will also be in attendance

to give advice and guidance about further

: ion choices.
Fupils can collect a free pack of penwortham i education choices

i ] \
rgwsmn_cardg = make a good start Prlor The event starts in the Assembly Hall at
with their revision. 5pm with a short presentation by Assistant

Principal, Miss Thornton.

Year 11 Lunch Account Balances <
Important Notice lmPortant Notice

As our Year 11 pupils approach the end of their time with us, we would like to
remind parents about an important matter regarding school lunch accounts.

Once a pupil has officially left school and is removed from our roll, we are unfortunately unable

to process any refunds for remaining balances on their lunch accounts. To avoid any loss of funds, we
encourage all parents to ensure that any remaining credit on their child’s lunch account is used before their final
day in school as a year group. This will be Monday, 15 June.

Students can continue to use their accounts as normal up until
this date, so we recommend checking balances in advance
and planning accordingly to make full use of any remaining
funds.

Balances can be checked via SCOPay or pupils can check at
the till point.
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Hard To Swallow - Bold, Raw and =
Remarkable: A Production to Be | *“"”.\
Proud Of | {

J‘vlégf;‘mv APRIL :

ESDAY ARRLE

WRITTEN BY MISS HOWELL, LEAD TEACHER OF DRAMA RIL
BﬁOfﬁ' - |

| am incredibly proud of everyone involved in our recent production of the play,
Hard to Swallow by Mark Wheeller. From the students on stage to the lighting and
sound technicians working behind the scenes, every individual contributed with commitment,
maturity, and professionalism, resulting in a
powerful and moving piece of theatre.

The cast approached an extremely
challenging and traumatic story with
sensitivity, honesty, and courage. Their
performances were raw, truthful, and
emotionally compelling, showing a deep
understanding of the difficult themes at the
heart of the play. It was clear how seriously
they took their responsibility as storytellers,
treating the material with respect while
still delivering performances that were
engaging and impactful.

Our technical team played an equally vital
role in the success of the production. The
lighting and sound were used with great
skill to shape atmosphere, build tension,
and support the emotional beats of the play. Their work enhanced the storytelling throughout, often subtly, but
always effectively, demonstrating strong teamwork and technical confidence.

Audience reactions spoke volumes about the impact of the performance. Some viewers were visibly emotional,
with a number moved to tears. Others described the play as tense, raw, and a hard watch - comments that
reflect the seriousness of the subject matter rather than any discomfort with the production itself.

Above all, audiences were united in their praise for the students, consistently describing them as amazing and

expressing admiration for their bravery and talent in tackling such difficult material.
Continued over...
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AL N AT PRI . . .
e Engaging with a story as traumatic as Hard to Swallow

Briory is never easy, but the process has been an invaluable

learning experience. It has helped students gain a deeper

understanding of the issues explored in the play, encouraged

empathy, and opened up important conversations both in rehearsals

and beyond. This production demonstrated the power of theatre to
challenge, to educate, and to create meaningful dialogue.

I would also like to extend a huge thank you to all the staff who supported
the production behind the scenes — for their guidance, encouragement,
and time throughout the process. Finally, thank you to everyone who
came to watch and support the students. Your presence, feedback, and
engagement meant a great deal and helped make this production such
a meaningful experience for all involved.

Well done to everyone. This is one of my biggest proud teacher
moments!



Year 7 Step Into the World of Work
For Mega Day

Year 7 students took part in an exciting MEGA Day on Friday, 24 April, organised

in partnership with the IN4 Group. The event was designed to replicate a real day of work
experience, giving students an opportunity to develop workplace skills and explore careers in
the digital and cyber industries.

To reinforce the professional focus of the
day, students attended school dressed
in work-appropriate clothing. Blazers
were replaced with shirts and ties, many
borrowed from family members, and
some students even arrived dressed in
full business suits! This helped set clear
expectations and encouraged pupils to
take pride in their presentation, just as
they would in a real working environment.

The day began with a MEGA assembly,
followed by a structured timetable
of interactive workshops led by IN4
Group professionals. Throughout the day, students participated in hands-on sessions including Open Source
Intelligence (OSINT), Micro:bit coding, LEGO SPIKE robotics and Spheros, all designed to promote teamwork,
problem-solving and creative thinking.

A standout activity was the Cyber Calendar challenge, where students applied their digital knowledge and
collaboration skills to complete a series of tasks. Team BLOO were crowned winners of the competition and
were presented with a gift from MEGA staff, recognising their excellent teamwork and effort.

The afternoon concluded with a quiz and feedback session, followed by a careers talk exploring pathways into
the digital sector. The day ended with a celebration assembly, prizes and a final reflection on the skills students
had developed.

Head of ICT & Computer Science, Mrs Qadri, summed up by saying, “The MEGA Day was an inspiring and
valuable experience, providing Year 7 students with a genuine insight into the world of work while building
confidence, aspiration and employability skills. We would like to thank the IN4 Group and MEGA staff for
delivering such a professional and memorable event.”

More photos over...
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Year 7 Girls March into South
Ribble Cup Semi-Final

The Year 7 girls’ football team put in an outstanding performance on Monday, 27 April in their
match against Leyland St Mary’s, securing a convincing 12- 0 victory and booking their place
in the South Ribble Cup semi-final.

The girls were clinical in front of goal, with Laura leading the scoring with an impressive five goals, closely
followed by Belle, who added four more. Further goals from Sophie, Isla W and Reeva completed an excellent
team performance.

Beyond the goals, the team played some &
fantastic football. They worked brilliantly |
together to create space, move the ball
quickly, and pass confidently between one &
another, demonstrating great teamwork |
and understanding across the pitch.

Credit must also go to Leyland St Mary’s,
who showed real determination and
sportsmanship, never giving up and
continuing to work hard right until the final g
whistle.

This result means the Year 7 girls now &
progress to the South Ribble Cup
semi-final, which will be played in the §&
coming weeks. A fantastic achievement |
and a performance to be proud of. Well
done to all involved!

Tallest Sunflower Competition 2026

Plant your seeds - April to early May

Grow the tallest Sunflower you can, measure it and send a photograph to enter the
competition.
You can send your entry to www.progressgroup.org.uk/bloom or email
community@progressgroup.org.uk by Sunday 6" September 2026 {

W " Needseeds? Colectfom: @

Sumner House, Leyland # The Base, Broadfield, Leyland # The Place, Wade Hall, Leyland
Lower Lane Community Centre, Freckleton # Saltcotes Community Centre, Lytham
Independent Living schemes ,' St IMarys Community Centre, Leyland
Penwortham Community Centre, Kingsfold Drive * Rwp Housing Officers

7

Or call/text/WhatsApp Michelle on 07976 813939

Progress. ‘4‘)}&’ R\P

HOUSING GROUP
Reside With Progress




Construction Course Success at
Preston College For Year 10 Pupil

A huge congratulations to Year 10, Kenzie, who has been attending a
construction course at Preston College every Wednesday afternoon

throughout this academic year. PRESTO N
Kenzie’'s commitment, enthusiasm and CO |_ |_ E G E

ER_ES_IO_N %ﬂ"&' positive attitude were recognised at the
COLLEGE Construction Awards Evening on 29 April,
where SENCo Mrs Holland was delighted
PRESTON to be present to see him receive the
R e i Employability Award.

The event recognised the achievements of students studying
construction through the School Links Programme, which enables
pupils to gain hands-on experience in a college environment while
completing their school education.

Mrs Holland commented ‘It was fantastic to see Kenzie’s hard
work rewarded, he has received positive praise from the college
throughout the year and is always keen to tell us what he’s been
working on and managed to build each week.’

The college explained that the final Employability Award is presented
to a Year 10 learner who consistently demonstrates outstanding
professional qualities, and Kenzie was identified as a potential
recipient within the very first weeks of the course. His tutors praised
him for always approaching tasks with a positive mindset, showing a
genuine eagerness to develop his skills, and for displaying a natural
talent for brickwork.

In addition to his practical ability, Kenzie was commended for being
polite, respectful and smiley, making him a pleasure to work with
in the college environment. Tutors commented that these qualities,
combined with his growing technical skill, mean he has a very promising future and “will be a great apprentice
one day’.

The evening concluded with closing remarks from Mark
Taylor, Director of School for Construction at Preston P&E_SI_QLI P
College, who thanked partner schools and employer 2 COLLEGE
sponsors for their ongoing support. The awards event
celebrated not only academic and practical success, but
also the strong partnerships between Preston College,
the Eric Wright Learning Foundation, local schools and
industry.

Well done to Kenzie on this fantastic achievement - a
testament to his hard work and dedication.




Rational UK Filming Day at Priory

On Wednesday, 29 April, Penwortham Priory Academy welcomed Rational
UK to school for a day of filming as part of a customer story and publicity
project. Rational UK supply ovens and alike to the catering and hospitality
sector, and contacted Priory for the piece which would celebrate the impact
of their catering equipment in our educational setting.

Rational UK, who supply the iCombi and iVario Pro ovens
used in both our main kitchen and outdoor facility, the
Pod, spent the day capturing the excellent work of our
catering team and the high quality food being produced
for pupils. Filming took place across the kitchens, dining
areas and wider school environment, providing a full
picture of the catering provision at Priory.

The team spoke with Catering Managers Mrs Billings
and Mrs Morley, who shared a chef’s perspective on
how the equipment supports efficiency, consistency and
menu quality, as well as Strategic Estates Development
Manager Mr Bolton, who was instrumental in the decision
to invest in the ovens and discussed their benefits from
an operational and sustainability viewpoint. Assistant
Principal Miss Thornton was also interviewed about the
importance of providing good quality, nutritious food, including initiatives such as First Bite of the Day, to ensure
pupils are well fuelled and ready to learn.

In addition, Rational UK interviewed a small group of pupils, who talked confidently about their favourite dishes
and their experience of school meals. Those who volunteered to take part gained a valuable insight into the
world of film production, learning about camera work and lighting, and experiencing first hand what it’s like to be
interviewed on camera.

We would like to thank all staff
involved and especially the pupils &
— Haylan, Ernie, Quinn, Dylan
and Deborah - who represented
the school so positively, stepping
outside their comfort zones to take Pl
part in a professional media project.
It was a fantastic opportunity
and an experience they can take
forward into their future education
and careers.
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Young Poets Impress in School and College
Competitions

Our pupils have been showing
their creative talents in two
poetry competitions.

The English Department ran a
poetry competition in school, the
Priory Poetry Prize, where pupils
were asked to write a poem on
justice, nature, peace or history.

All pupils had a poetry masterclass g
and there was a winner chosen
from each class before the English
teachers selected a winner from
each year group.

The final winners were Year 7 Lila,
Year 8 Alegria and Year 9 Esme.

English teacher Mrs Robinson-Ali

said: “All the poems were of an extremely high standard and it was difficult to choose a winner from each class
and then each year group!

“At the end we had ten and we had to choose three. It was very tricky.

“Hopefully this will encourage more of a love of English and | think some pupils didn’t realise they had a love of
poetry until they took part in the competition. | think many surprised themselves!

“The winners all zoomed in on a particular topic, they were all abstract which we liked.”

Lila said: “My poem was about deforestation. It was difficult trying to get words to rhyme so it took a while but it
was fun to do. | was surprised to win!”

Alegria’s poem was about justice. He said: “| like English and was surprised as | did not think | was capable of
winning.”

Esme said: “My poem was about myself. | did it for fun!”

Year 7 Alba took it on herself to enter Runshaw College’s Sophie Scholl Awards and her poem was highly-
commended by them.

It was part of Runshaw’s events to commemorate Holocaust Memorial Day.

Continued over...
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Sophie Scholl was 18 when
the war started in 1939
and she actively resisted
the Nazis, founding the
White Rose, a non-violent
resistance movement.
Sophie and other
members of the group
were caught in 1943 and
executed and, during her
trial, remained steadfast

against the power of the *\
Nazi state.

Alba said: “Sophie was inspirational and she stood
up for what was right, even if people disagreed. |
hope my poem reflects this. | enjoy English.”

You can read Alba’s poem below.

A Poem Inspired by Sophie Scholl

Beneath the smoke, the sky was torn,

The night was split by a fires roar,

Her hair blew in the bitter wind,

unharmed by man but she felt within,

Let kindness grow where | have bled,

that’s what she always said,

She knew what she wanted to say,

‘you’re wrong,” ‘you’re wrong’ every day,
She bore no shield and held no sword,

Her battleground was a lecture hall

She spoke with a voice of clear youth,

As she shared her thoughts and fears and views
She spoke the truth that streets denied,

Of silent graves, of justice tried,

Each match the truth, each flame a fear,
That fuelled the fire we call fear,

And the fire burned and burned and burned,
And the world turned and turned,

But her memories live on forever, ever, ever,

Because it’s for the better.
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Weekly adult dance classes

Come and share your love for
music, dance and fitness with us!
An hour long commercial dance
class, learning new choreography
to songs you love! No previous
experience required, just a love
for dance, and a desire to start a
new hobby and have fun!

?eegoo«n%ccﬁem,é!'
%&émﬁ@oyafef
Dorice for fitness!

Every Tuesday | 7pm | 1 hour

Penwortham Priory Academy

£6 per class

More Information:

activesport

NETBALL
TRAINING CAMP

Train with an ELITE-LEVEL
NETBALL PLAYER_

and take your game -~
to the next level!

COME & JOIN THE FUN - BOOK NOW

www.active-sport.co.uk
AGES: 7 -15 years

Tuesday 28th July, Wedne;day 29th July
and Thursday 30th July

TIMES: .
9am - 3pm WHAT TO EXPECT:

Pemwortham Priory Academy +/ Netball skills & drills

— NETBALL CAMP GRAND FINALE

Train with Elia McCormack on the final day
in an exclusive training session, followed by
a live player Q&A - ask questions,
learn her journey, and get pro tips!

07970 822746
preston@active-sport.co.uk

" Fun, high-ene
oaching for
+ Final day ses:
Elia McCormack
+ live Q&A

QUALIFIED NETBALL COACHES

£95

www.active-sport.co.uk

@ All staff fully DBS checked



Year 9 Artist Showcases Work at |

University Exhibition LN

We are delighted to congratulate Year 9 pupil Amna, whose artwork
was recently exhibited as part of the University of Lancashire’s Art &
Design Saturday Club exhibition.

Al

University of
Lancashire

Amna took partin the university’s Saturday morning art club, a programme that gives

young people the opportunity to explore new artistic techniques and develop their creativity in a higher-education
setting. Her finished piece was proudly displayed at the exhibition alongside work from students from schools
across the region.

This is a fantastic achievement and a wonderful
example of Amna’s commitment, creativity and
enthusiasm for art. We are very proud of her and look
forward to seeing how her artistic journey develops.

The University is now taking applications for
13—16-year-olds to join next year’s Art & Design
Saturday Club starting on 3 October. You can read
more about the exhibition and register interest on the
Saturday Club website>>

www.lancashire.ac.uk/news/saturday-club-
exhibition-26

https://saturday-club.org/

* Penwortham Priory Academy *

GAME DESIGN CLUB

: Instrumentalists
Bands

" Drama Sketches
* Dancers

Dezign and creake your own games

SummerArts

QWIS Start e

Monday 11/ 5/ 26 -

; *v*.*"



After School Cookery Club Cu!tuayat

Celebrates Culture Day

As part of Culture Week, pupils enjoyed a deliciously creative
session at the After School Creative Cookery Club last Thursday.

Open to all year groups, the workshop was led by Mrs Qadri and Mrs Lockwood

. and gave pupils the opportunity to explore food
. traditions from different cultures through hands-on B3
___ cooking.

During the session, pupils learned how to make )
samosas and spring rolls, practising important S5
food-preparation skills such as chopping, folding [
and seasoning. They discovered that samosas |
are traditional triangular pastries, popular in South
Asia and beyond, often filled with spiced potatoes,
peas or meat. Spring rolls offered another cultural
contrast, showing how similar ingredients can be
prepared in different ways across the world.

The Food Technology room wasfilled with teamwork, :;; .
enthusiasm and |
wonderful  aromas &

| as  pupils worked A&
M together to create
their dishes. The
session was a
fantastic way to |
celebrate culture
through food,
while also building §§
confidence, creativity
and practical life



Year 7 Mathematicians Take on the
UKMT Junior Maths Challenge

On Wednesday, 29 April, some of Priory’s most able Year 7
mathematicians took part in the UKMT Junior Maths Challenge, a

25-question multiple-choice test designed to push pupils’ mathematical
thinking, A

Run by the UK Maths Trust, the Junior Maths Challenge is a national competition for
pupils in Years 7 and 8. Priory’s mathematicians sit the one-hour paper, which tests
problem-solving, fluency and reasoning through a series of increasingly demanding questions.

| - r’ The UK Maths Trust is the leading British

. I charity dedicated to advancing the education

ﬁ _ b of young people in mathematics, and the

i challenge has been run at Priory for a number

: 2 of years by Maths teacher Mr Hunter. He said:

= “The UKMT Junior Maths Challenge is completed

under test conditions in school and really does

stretch pupils, requiring them to apply the knowledge
they have learnt in lessons in unfamiliar ways.”

ATi$

e 0
of =33 =

. ' Pupils who achieve a qualifying score will be invited
= to progress to the follow-on round, the Junior
Kangaroo.

Cdtherine’s

Hospice

Penwortham St Teresa's U14s Girls
are looking for new teammates
who are currently in Year 8 or 9 to
join our fantastic squad!
About Us:
@ We play in The Poulton & District League, with

i 1

played on St

@ We have been together since U10s & are
coached by Damien Savage who is a UEFA B

Licensed coach with over 10 years experience H
oo Penwortham Community Centre

11.__ ® We've a great set of girls and provide a KingSfOld Drive

supportive and positive coaching

PR19EQ

Saturday 16™ May 2026
1lam-3pm

All clothing £1.00 only

For further information please
@ contact Damien on 07551 388475




New Facebook Group For 2026 Intake

Once again, we have set up a Facebook group exclusively for parents/carers
whose children are joining us from September 2026.

Whilst we will post bulletins in the group, these will only be reinforcements and reminders

of information that has already been issued directly to parents. In addition, the group
will also act as a forum for everyone to ask
general questions and to get to know one
another.

Parents of last year’s intake, our current Year
V\l& W\e, 7, have told us that they found the group

helpful and a valuable resource, particularly

NQ/]A) IV\"b.Q()e, during their first half term at Priory.

New parents can click the link to join. You will

then be asked to provide the name of your
2 2(0 child before being accepted to the group.
Penwortham : %’ £ . .
Pri .r\‘ www.facebook.com/groups/priory2026intake

The group will remain open until the end of the
Autumn term.

Penwortham Priory Academy } ®
;
»
<, A : £2.30

EVERY DAY :
Jacket Potato =
B S

A &

Pasta Pots




-]

Trip 19
v 2011 Opportunity Drama
LSSt London 2027

We are delighted to announce an exciting
Performing Arts trip to London in March 2027,
open to students in Year 7-10.

A
P

.
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This fantastic experience will include West End shows,
industry-led workshops, iconic London landmarks and
two nights hotel stay. Please see the image opposite
for further details about what is planned.

" During our time in London we will be going to
see two West-End performances.

At this stage, we are only asking parents/carers to
register their child’s interest, which can be done via
SCOPay (no payment taken). Places are limited and
fill up very quickly, so we encourage you to register as
soon as possible.

Accommodation during our time in London will be a

hotel, the cost of breakfast and evening meals is included The deadline to register interest is Tuesday, 12 May.

Once places have been allocated, further information
will be sent out, including payment and consent details.

= \/ORKSHOPS -

~ Aworkshop has been arranged with leading 1 4
S xprss 1o the Inlasty i work Wit nelies
_questions.

TRIP COSTS

This is always a hugely popular and memorable trip,
and we are thrilled to be offering it again.

WHAT You CET.

Transport to, around London & back
2 West-End theatre shows

Meals out
sy
Visits to Museums and Art Galleries
Experience & See London
Overnight stay at a hotel
REGISTER YOUR INTEREST ONLY FIRST
OMNLY 30 PLACES AVALIABLE

If you have any initial questions, please do not hesitate
to get in touch with the Lead Teacher of Drama, Miss
Howell via email at f.howell@priory.lancs.sch.uk.

PAYMENTS

ONCE PLACES HAVE BEEN ALLOCATED LETTERS WILL BE
SENT OUT WITH DEPOSIT & PAYMENT INFORMATION

Thank you for your continued support.

NO NEWSLETTER NEXT WEEK

The next issue will be out Friday, 22 May 2026
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