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Key Dates
Did you know that the term 
dates for the academic 
year are available to view 
and download from our 
website?  
www.priory.lancs.sch.uk/
parents/termdates

 

Mon, 21 September
Learning for Life Day 1
(Early lunch followed by 
school closure at 1.10pm)

Tuesday, 22 September
INSET Day (school 
closed) 
Open Evening 4pm-8pm

24 & 25 September
Open Days 9am-2pm 
(booking essential)

29, 30 September
2, 5, 8 October
Year 11 GCSE 
Geography Wycoller Trip

Fri, 2 October
European Day of 
Languages (Year 7)

Mon, 5 October
Year 7 Settle Factor 
Parents Evening (in 
school)

Mon, 12 October 
(Date change)
Bronze DofE Awards
Presentation Evening
5.30pm-6.15pm
Silver DofE Awards 
Presentation Evening 
6.30pm-7.15pm

Continued over ...

Head Prefects of the Past Return to 
Welcome Priory’s New Pupil Leadership
Our Senior Prefects were inaugurated into their roles by the Head 
Girl from 1986 Vanessa Cole and Deputy Head Boy from 2006 Jon 
Wallings.

Issy, Kelsey-Rae, Reese, Oliver and Naeem were selected following hustings at 
the end of the summer term.

They impressed with their presentations in front of Mr Eastham, Mr Gee, Mrs 
Ham and the rest of the Year 11s where they explained why they wanted to be a 
Senior Prefect and the changes they would make. They were given their distinct 
tie and pin badge at their first assembly this term.

Issy said: “I wanted to be a Senior Prefect as I want to help the younger pupils in 
school. It was scary speaking in front of everyone but I was really pleased when 
I was told in assembly that I was one of the five.”

Kelsey-Rae said: “I want to help the younger year groups. If they have any 
concerns, I want to try and fix them.”

Oliver said: “I want to help Priory now but also in the future, I want to make a 
lasting impact and make changes which will benefit all pupils.
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“One of my ideas was to make Sports Captains and 
House Captains more visible then if there are issues in 
these areas, pupils know to go to them. I want to help 
to improve the school.”

Naeem said: “I also want to make a difference and 
make changes which will impact Year 7s now and 
beyond. I was really happy to be chosen as it is an 
important role.”

Reese added: “I want to make sure everyone feels 
included and no one feels left out in school. It’s 
exciting to be chosen and it is an honour. It’s a big role 
in school.”

Head Girl of 1986 Vanessa has been back to Priory 
already as all her four children attended the school. 
But she was delighted to have a guided tour and a 
more relaxed visit to her former school.

“I wish I was still at school!” she said. “I enjoyed my 
time at Priory, how the form teachers encouraged you 
and, after going to a small primary school, it was an 
eye-opener.

“I loved English and Geology at Priory. I didn’t really 
like PE but Miss Slater always encouraged me.

...continued from previous page

“It has always been a bit weird watching teachers who 
taught me, teaching my children too! They didn’t look 
any different.

“I have gone on to work in a number of roles around 
domestic violence while I have also had three hair 
salons! I also completed a degree aged 40, majoring 
in Social Policy and minoring in Health Studies.”

Jon was Deputy Head Boy in 2006, in the same year 
as radio star and TV presenter Jordan North.

“I think I was Deputy Head Boy for my comedic value! 
The Head Boy was really into sports.

“It’s been strange coming back, it’s the first time, and 
the school has been transformed.  There are so many 
open doors for children nowadays that perhaps we 
didn’t have.

“There are still some of the teachers here who taught 
me and that’s a credit to the school as it shows how 
much they like it.

“I used to sit with Jordan North in a few of my classes 
and he hasn’t changed. He has always been true to 
himself.

“At Priory, I did a vocational qualification in Travel & 
Tourism and that served me well as I worked as cabin 
crew and I am now a railway controller.

“I also was manager at Lava & Ignite for a while and I 
had many good nights with Jordan there!”

The prefects will meet with Principal, Mr Eastham 
once a month for a catch up and discussion.  Before 
that though, they look forward to meeting prospective 
families as they join us for our open evening on 
Tuesday, 22 September. 
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Learning 
for Life 
Day 1 
Monday, 21 September

Don’t forget, Monday is a Learning for Life Day so school will close at 
1.10pm.  

Pupils should report to their Session 1 teacher in their designated Learning for Life 
classroom for the day (which is not necessarily their form room) for 8.40am. The day 
plan with rooming is published on their year group Teams for their reference. Form 
tutors will also notify pupils in advance.

Lunch is brought forward and school buses have been rearranged for the 
earlier finish time. 

If pupils are absent on this day, the work they miss will need to be completed on their 
return as an extra-curricular activity.  

Sessions covered on Monday include: 

Year 7  	 Healthy Lifestyles 
	 The importance of Physical Activity and a Balanced Diet. Strategies for maintaining personal hygiene, 

including oral health, and prevention of infection. The influence of the media. Sources of help and 
support for themselves and others.

Year 8 	 Mind Development	
	 Pupils will learn about mental health. How to maintain positive mental health and recognising mental 

health concerns. Pupils will learn about sources of help and support for themselves and others.

Year 9  	 Diversity and Equality (Gender) 
	 Pupils will learn about Equality, Diversity and Legalities. Gender roles. Breaking down harmful 

stereotypes (to include misogyny).

Year 10 	Unhealthy Relationships 
	 Forming and maintaining respectful relationships. Abusive relationship characteristics. End of 

relationships including the effects of change, including loss, separation, divorce and bereavement. 
Sources of help and support for themselves and others.

Year 11 	My Money - Understanding and Managing Debt, Money and Work
	 In preparation for leaving Priory pupils will gain an understanding of finances in the adult world and will 

learn about work-related finance such as tax and pensions. They will also learn about debt and how to 
avoid and deal with it.

Ms Smith
Lead Practitioner for Personal Development
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Performing Arts 
Residential Trip London 
Places Still Available
We have 20 remaining places for the Performing Arts trip to 
London from 9-11 March 2027, open to students in Year 7-10.
 
This is always a hugely popular and memorable trip, and we are 
thrilled to be offering it again. 

This fantastic experience will include two West End shows, 
industry‑led workshops, iconic London landmarks and two nights 
hotel stay. Please see the image opposite for further details about 
what is planned. The cost will be approximately £569 per person.

To attend, please make a £75 deposit payment via SCOPay by 
30 September where you will also be asked to provide consent.
 
Letters with further details have been emailed to parents and a 
copy can also be downloaded from the school website at www.
priory.lancs.sch.uk/parents/letters.  If you have any questions, 
please contact the Lead Teacher of Drama, Miss Howell at 
f.howell@priory.lancs.sch.uk. 

Week 1
21 September

http://www.priory.lancs.sch.uk/parents/letters
http://www.priory.lancs.sch.uk/parents/letters
mailto:f.howell@priory.lancs.sch.uk
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Peer Mentor Support For Year 7
The first task of our Year 11 Peer Mentors is to be available in the Year 7 recreation 
area around the Hex to ensure they are settling into Priory.

As Year 10s, our Peer Mentors underwent an ASDAN Peer Mentoring training programme over two-days, helping 
to support young people through mentoring and ‘buddying’. They are now putting into practice.

Jacob, who has set up a 
rota to make sure the Year 
7 area is always covered 
at break and lunch, said: “I 
have been in the Hex and 
have been asked a few 
things by Year 7s but it is 
mostly by my sister and her 
friends! I am there to help 
though.”

Ruth said: “I became a 
Peer Mentor because I 
wanted to help younger 
pupils, especially if they are 
feeling vulnerable. It’s also 
good to have on my CV.”

Megan said: “I want to 
support children to make 
sure they don’t feel alone. You can help everyone who needs it by just letting them talk.”

Deborah added: “I want to be a children’s doctor so this will help me while also allowing me to care for our 
younger pupils.”

Lead Practitioner for Personal Development, Ms Smith, presented them all with 
their pin badges.  She said: “At Priory we realise that our older pupils are excellent 
role models for younger pupils and so we have a very successful peer mentoring 
programme in place.

"Our qualified Peer Mentors will help pupils cope with everyday life and worries at 
school and will offer guidance on both social and academic areas of school life.

“It’s great that these pupils want to give up their own time to support our younger 
pupils. Not only does this course boost their motivation and confidence but makes 
the perfect addition to a college application or CV too.”
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Year 7 Pupil Donates Hair and Raises 
Over £500 for Children with Cancer 
Kind-hearted Year 7 Lily had an amazing 11 inches cut off her hair inspired by 
her primary school friend.

Lily’s close friend was diagnosed with a 
brain tumour and is currently undergoing 
chemotherapy at Royal Manchester Children’s 
Hospital.

She will lose her hair and this made Lily think 
about what she could do to help.

“I had long hair, it was all the way down my 
back, and so I decided to have mine cut 
and raise funds for ‘Giving Hair and Hope to 
children with cancer.’

“I raised £520 and gave my hair to the Little 
Princess Trust so they can use it to make wigs.

“I am proud I have done it although I am not sure if I like it shorter – I did 
it for a good reason though. I am going to grow it and do it again.”

The book fair is back for one week only!  Visit the 
library from next Wednesday, 23 September

Cash 
or card 

payment 
accepted
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Year 11 Geography Field Trip
Wycoller Beck
The Geography department will be running the 
first of the two compulsory GCSE fieldwork trips 
on the following dates.

Tuesday, 29 September | Wednesday, 30 September
Friday, 2 October | Monday, 5 October | Thursday, 8 October

Students will apply their River Landscapes unit to the 
practical element of the course and carry out a river study 
to test set hypotheses. This will take place along the 
Wycoller Beck, Wycoller.

The main aims of the visit are to support students in the 
study of a river landscape first-hand and allow each student 
to develop skills in measuring, observing and recording 
how river characteristics change along the long profile of a 
river.  Students will set their own hypotheses, record their 
own results and then write the report in class which will 
support their Paper 3 GCSE examination whist bolstering 
knowledge to support the River Landscape topic in Paper 
1.

Students will be travelling with pre-determined groups 
divided across the five days. Geography teachers will 
inform them which one of the five dates their classes will 
be going out on.  

We ask for a voluntary contribution of £5 towards the cost 
of the trip to cover fuel, printing and equipment.  Parents of 
Year 11 GCSE Geography pupils should log onto SCOPay 
to consent that they are happy for their child to take part.  
Payment can be made at the same time.  Please do this 
no later than Thursday, 24 September. 

A letter with further details has been emailed to parents of 
Year 11 GCSE Geography pupils this week and a copy can 
be downloaded from the school website at>> 
www.priory.lancs.sch.uk/parents/letters

https://www.priory.lancs.sch.uk/parents/letters


Open Evening 
Tuesday, 22 September 2026 Penwortham 

Priory AcademyLooking forward to seeing you!
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School Closed Tuesday, 22 September
A reminder that school will be closed next Tuesday as we prepare for 
Open Evening.
Pupils who have offered to volunteer at Open Evening should be in school for 
3pm (Year 11) and 3.30pm (Year 7-10) and in full school uniform.  Don’t forget to 
bring something to eat and ensure that a safe passage home is arranged for 8pm.

Letters with full arrangements can be downloaded from >> www.priory.lancs.sch.uk/parents/letters

NO NEWSLETTER NEXT WEEK

The next edition of the Priory Post is out 
Friday, 2 October

Open Evening
22 September

4pm-8pm

https://www.priory.lancs.sch.uk/parents/letters
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Fantasy Premier League: Pupils vs Staff! 

We are excited to relaunch our new Fantasy Premier League (FPL) competition, 
where pupils and staff can compete against one another throughout the 
football season.
 
Fantasy Premier League is a free online game in which participants create a virtual team of Premier League 
players and score points based on those players' real-life performances each week. As well as being great fun, 
the game encourages strategic thinking, planning, decision-making and friendly competition.
 
How to Join
•	 Download the Fantasy 

Premier League app (or visit 
the FPL website).

•	 Create an account.
•	 Select "Join a League".
•	 Enter our school league code: i74zs6.
 
FPL Lunch Club - Tuesdays in EN7
 
Alongside the league, we will be running an FPL 
Lunch Club every Tuesday lunchtime in Mr Owen's 
classroom (EN7).

The club is an informal opportunity for football fans to 
discuss the latest Premier League action and share 
ideas on transfers and team selection, all whilst getting 
to know other pupils who enjoy football and fantasy 
sports.
 
Pupils are welcome to bring their lunch and join the 
conversation, whether they are experienced FPL 
managers or completely new to the game.

The focus of the club is on enjoyment, community, 
strategic thinking and healthy competition, and we hope 
it will become a fun way for pupils and staff to connect 
through a shared interest in football.



Learn to SucceedLearn to Succeed

Myerscough College 
Course Advice Mornings 
Saturday 3rd October and Saturday 21st November

Additional information at 
www.myerscough.ac.uk/whats-on/

There’s a choice of subjects, covering a wide range of 
land-based industries (from Agriculture and Equestrian 
Studies to Motorsports and Veterinary Nursing). There’s 
also a choice of Sports Coaching and Performance 
routes - across Football, Rugby, Cricket, Golf and 
Basketball.

There are options at a range of levels within each subject, 
from bespoke Foundation Learning courses through to 
Level 3 Diploma suites and dedicated T-Level routes; 
ideal for progression to university. Plus Apprenticeship 
opportunities in most subjects!

Information about transport routes, financial support 
and accommodation is 
available here: www.
myerscough.ac.uk/
students/

3 School Leavers

3 Apprenticeships

3 University DegreesCourse
Advice Mornings

          myerscoughcoll          MyerscoughVideo2          myerscoughcollege

M

The North West centre for land-based,

sport, engineering and science education

School Leavers Prospectus 2027/28

FURTHER EDUCATION COURSES AND APPRENTICESHIPS

PRESTON • LIVERPOOL • WARRINGTON • MANCHESTER • CUMBRIA

MyMyerscough

MyCollege  MyFuture  MySuccess  MyCareer   

  and finalist in the

E

Download
our 2027 School

Leaver Prospectus

The
North West
centre for

land-based,
sport, engineering

and science
education

Saturday 3rd October 2026
Saturday 21st November 2026

Saturday 6th February 2027
CENTRES ACROSS
THE NORTH WEST

PRESTON  •  WARRINGTON
LIVERPOOL  •  MANCHESTER

OPEN EVENTS
YEAR 10 & 11

www.preston.ac.uk/fe-open-events

Wednesday 30 September 2026 4pm - 7pm  
Saturday 7 November 2026 10am - 1pm

Thursday 4 March 2027 4pm - 7pm

SCAN TO

REGISTER

SEE FACILITIES  MEET STUDENTS & STAFF EXPLORE YOUR OPTIONS

Enrolment 2026
This year, Preston College announced it 
had seen its highest number of enrolments 
for over 10 years and a number of courses 
were oversubscribed. 

In light of this, the college has embedded an application 
deadline of 1st  April 2027.  Students who uploaded GCSE 
results past the enrolment deadline this year unfortunately 
are now currently on waiting lists. 

All Construction-based courses, Automotive, Hairdressing 
& Beauty Therapy and Engineering-based courses are all 
oversubscribed and students interested in these areas are 
encouraged to apply early. 

The college this year will be investing £4 million into the 
Construction and Built Environment buildings which will 
enable the opportunity for growth. Alongside this, there 
will also be £1 million spent on their  Automotive provision.

Prospectuses are expected to arrive in school over the 
next few weeks and students can pick up a copy in the 
Bistro.

Open event registration www.preston.ac.uk./september

http://www.myerscough.ac.uk/whats-on/ 
http://www.myerscough.ac.uk/students/
http://www.myerscough.ac.uk/students/
http://www.myerscough.ac.uk/students/
http://www.preston.ac.uk./september

