
 

 

Learn to SucceedLearn to Succeed

Penwortham Priory Post
23 October 2026

Key Dates
Did you know that the term 
dates for the academic 
year are available to view 
and download from our 
website?  
www.priory.lancs.sch.uk/
parents/termdates

 
Tues, 3 November
Year 10 Parents Evening 
3.30pm-8pm (online)

Weds, 4 November
Year 11 Runshaw College 
assembly

Thurs, 5 November
Year 8 Blackpool Zoo trip

Weds, 11 November
Year 7 Lancaster Castle 
trip (1)
Iceland trip parent 
information meeting 
5.30pm-6.15pm

Thurs, 12 November
Year 7 Lancaster Castle 
trip (2)

Mon, 16 & Tues, 24 
November
Year 10 GCSE History 
Thackray Medical 
Museum, Leeds

Weds, 25 November
Learning for Life Day 2
Early lunch followed by 
school closure at 1.10pm

Fri, 27 November
Year 9 ‘Make Languages 
Work’ Day

Thurs, 3 December
Year 11 Parents Evening 
(online)

Continued over ...

A Fantastic First Half Term for Year 7
It’s always good to catch up with our Year 7s and find out how they 
have enjoyed their first few months at Priory.

Amelia says she has settled in easily after arriving from Cop Lane Primary 
School.  

“The teachers are very welcoming and the school is nice. It’s obviously a lot 
bigger than primary school and we change teachers rather than have one 
teacher which is something I have had to get used to.

“My favourite lesson is English or Technology. I have also learnt a lot in Science. 
I have joined a few clubs, like football.

Isabella, from Broad Oak, said: “I like it a lot. The teachers are good and I have 
learnt a lot already. It was not scary at all. My favourite subject is Technology and 
I have joined the netball club. I have made a lot of friends.”

Leo went to Howick CofE Primary School. He said: “I like a lot of activities at 
Priory, like football. I have settled in easily and found my way around quickly. My 
favourite subject is Science.”

Lily also went to Howick. She said: “My favourite subject is French. I like learning 
a new language and I love my teacher, Mrs Bailey. I want to be an archaeologist 
or a judge.”

Amber went to Middleforth and she said: “PE is my favourite subject, I enjoy all 
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the different lessons.”

Mike, from Whitefield Primary School, said: “I like 
Technology. The work we do is interesting.”

Eesa, also from Whitefield, said: “My favourite 
lessons are Computing and PE. I like that there are 
a lot of things to do at Priory.”

Head of Year 7, Mrs Farley, summed up their first half 
term by saying, “We know it can be so overwhelming, 

starting a new school, never mind  one with 750 pupils 
in it, but they’re all doing extremely well. They’ve taken 
it all in their stride, and it feels like they’ve been here for 
ages! 

“We’ve had the usual mishaps with PE kits and 
remembering locker codes, but that’s all to be expected. 
It’s great to see them forming their new friendships, 
and getting out and about around school, and at all the 
extra-curricular clubs too. They’re really getting stuck in 
to all that we have to offer.”

NO NEWSLETTER THE FIRST WEEK 
AFTER THE HALF TERM BREAK

The next issue of the Priory Post is out 
Friday, 13 November

Somewhere over the...
 
We were treated to a spectacular sight on Thursday when a 
rainbow appeared over our school following a morning of ever-
changing weather.
 
With sunshine and showers 
creating perfect rainbow 
conditions, several 
members of staff captured 
stunning photographs of 
the colourful display as 
it stretched across our 
award-winning gardens 
and grounds, providing  
a wonderful backdrop to 
our already picturesque 
setting.  Adding to the 
collection, Mrs Bullock 
managed to spot a double 
rainbow while out with her 
PE class.



A Spook-tacular Evening for Year 7
What a night! Our Halloween Disco was a frighteningly fantastic evening filled with brilliant 
costumes, games, hot dogs and plenty of dancing.

Staff were blown away by the effort our Year 7 pupils had put into their costumes, with Austin S, Thomas J and 
Georgia H eventually taking home the coveted Best Dressed prizes.

The dance floor was certainly the place to be. Pupils threw themselves into the music, while staff showed that the 
adults weren’t going to be outdone, treating everyone to some of 
their very best moves!

The biggest congratulations, though, must go to all of our pupils. 
Their behaviour throughout the evening was impeccable, and it 
was fantastic to see everyone enjoying themselves and getting 
involved.

A special thank you goes to all the staff who supported the 
evening and helped make it possible – we truly appreciated this.

Hot dogs eaten. Games 
played. Dance moves 
unleashed. Halloween 2026 
completed.

Mrs Cauchi & Mr Metcalfe
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Inter-House Cross Country
Following the school’s annual Key Stage 3 Cross Country competition, 
the PE Department is now in a position to announce this year’s results. 

Pupils from across Years 7, 8 and 9 rose to the challenge of a demanding 1.5km woodland course, producing 
some excellent performances along the way. 

The top six runners from each year group will now go on to 
represent Priory at the South Ribble Cross Country Championships 
on Saturday, 14 November at Hutton Grammar School.

The House with the least number of points 
were the winners. Ribble sprinted into first 
place, with Douglas in Second, Hodder in 
Third despite an impressive result from 
the boys, and Calder pulling up the rear.

This year's top performing pupils, with the best times, for 
girls and boys were...

Reeva C (Year 8)		  Charlie H (Year 9)
5 mins 45s (Douglas)	 5 mins 0s (Hodder)

The Key Stage 4 selection is yet to be confirmed and the 
Championships will take place at Hutton Grammar on Friday, 13 
November, during school time.

Letters have been given to qualifying Year 7-9 pupils and a copy 
can also be downloaded from the school website at >>  
www.priory.lancs.sch.uk/parents/letters

http://www.priory.lancs.sch.uk/parents/letters
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New Books Boost Bustling Priory Library 
Head librarian and English teacher, Mrs Elliott, is encouraging even more pupils 
to make use of Priory’s fabulous library.

It is already packed at breaks and lunch with pupils reading, quietly chatting or playing chess, and pupils who 
want to take books home can borrow books for up to four weeks, all tracked on the library's lending system.

Mrs Elliott’s proud group of librarians help to run the library and they recently received a boost 
with almost £100 worth of free books from Scholastic after pupils bought books at September’s 
Scholastic Book Fair.

Mrs Elliott said: “We love receiving new books. Pupils spent around £300 at the Scholastic Book 
Fair which meant we got £90 of free books.

“We know books are expensive nowadays so it’s 
great that pupils have access to all these books, 
especially the new ones.

“We are also always open to receiving 
donations of books from home which can be 
used in our library.

“We want every year group to use our library – it’s a 
big asset to the school.”

On the negative side there are around 200 
books overdue so please return any to Mrs 
Elliott - there won't be any fines!

Our librarians love working in the library.  Year  9 Archie said: “I like the responsibility of being a librarian. I enjoy 
looking after the books and I like reading so it’s good.

“We do have some books which haven’t been returned so we do 
have to try and find them – one person has had a book for 700 
days! 99% of people bring back books though!”

Alex said: “I enjoy the authority and responsibility of being a 
librarian. It’s exciting when new books arrive. The library is 
organised well into alphabetical sections or a special section on 
authors.”

Imogen said: “I like to see what books people read and I want to 
help them as I enjoy reading. The library does get busy!”

Year 7 Alfie said: “I wanted to be a librarian as I saw pupils with 
a special badge and I thought it looked cool. I want to get as many badges as I can!”

Mrs Elliott is aiming to start a book club for Years 7 and 8 so please look out for further information.

If there are any books at home which are in good condition and you would 
like to donate to our library, please drop them off with Mrs Elliott or 

email j.elliott@priory.lancs.sch.uk

mailto:j.elliott%40priory.lancs.sch.uk?subject=
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COMPETITION
Design Priory’s
Christmas Card

How to enter...
Got a creative idea? We’d love to see it!
This is your chance to design Priory’s official Christmas card and 
have your work sent to important people across the county.

Closing Date:
Monday, 9 November

What can you enter?

Create an original winter or 
Christmas-themed design that 
includes a connection to Priory.

You could submit: 
• A painting or drawing
• A photograph of a model you’ve 

made
• A photograph of a Christmas 

bake you’ve created
• Digital artwork

Competition rules

Your design must be your own original 
work | Artwork should be A4 or A3 size |  
Portrait or landscape format is fine | Include 
a winter or Christmas theme and a link to 
Priory.

How to enter

Hand your artwork in at the school office or 
to Mrs Shaw. Make sure you’ve written your 
name and class on the back! Photographs 
or digital artwork can be emailed to Mrs 
Shaw at L.Shaw@priory.lancs.sch.uk or 
sent to her via Teams.  

What you could win

The overall winner will receive a £15 Amazon voucher and we’ll turn your design into 
the school’s Christmas card.  

Two runners up will receive a £10 and £5 Amazon 
voucher respectively. All entrants who have 
demonstrated effort will receive achievement points 
and House points as this is also a House competition. 
We may also throw in some selection boxes too! 

Closing date: 
Monday, 9 November
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It's early but we need to get 
the (snow)ball rolling!

This is one competition that all pupils can get involved with and each 
year we always look forward to seeing their amazing creative designs. 

Last year we chose Year 10 Imogen's entry as our winning design and Year 8 Madison’s artwork was too good to 
be left out so we included hers on the back of the card too. In fact, as Imogen has been a winner on more than 
one occasion, we’ve asked her to be one of this year’s judges! Lead Teacher of Art, Mrs Shaw, will be heading 
up the judging panel once again alongside Mr Eastham and Communications & Marketing Manager, Mrs Yates.

So, when you're wondering what to do over the half term break, why not get your 
creative juices flowing and design the school's Christmas card for 2026 - there’s 
Amazon vouchers and chocolate goodies up for grabs.



Celebrating Black History Month
On Wednesday, our school came together to celebrate Black History Month 
with a vibrant and meaningful food sale, recognising and appreciating the 
rich cultures, histories and contributions of Black communities.
 
Students and staff enjoyed a delicious array of traditional African and Caribbean treats, including Chin Chin, Puff 
Puff, Meat and Veg pastries and pies, cupcakes adorned with toppers featuring iconic Black figures from history 
and culture.
 
Amongst all this, it was a delight 
to welcome back Class of 2025, 
DaMari, for the event. Two years 
ago, DaMari helped shape how 
we celebrate Black History Month 
at Priory, working alongside Mrs 
Qadri, who leads our Equality & 
Diversity initiatives.
 
Reflecting on the importance 
of the month, he said at the 
time: “It’s something I feel really 
strongly and passionately about. 
From an early age, my Mum and 
Dad taught me and my brother to 
know our worth and to know our 
history, and I am glad to have 
this opportunity to share that with 
others.”

 
The event 
was not only a celebration of heritage, identity and culture but also an opportunity to 
support an important cause. We are proud to share 
that more than £100 was raised for Black Minds 

Matter, a charity providing free culturally appropriate 
mental health support for Black individuals.
 
Thank you to everyone who contributed, baked, bought, listened and 
supported. Your generosity and enthusiasm helped make the event a 
success and provided a wonderful opportunity to learn about, celebrate 
and appreciate Black culture and history.

Learn to SucceedLearn to Succeed
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Week 3
16 November
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Former Priory Pupil Shares Ai Expertise 
and Entrepreneurial Journey 
Class of 2023 pupil Harry Westworth returned to Priory this week, meeting with his 
mentor Mrs Qadri and inspiring pupils to follow his entrepreneurial journey.

Harry, who is 19, only left Priory three years ago but returned to deliver 
speeches to pupils about Ai and revision as well as his own impressive career 
path.

He works for a company called Knowunity which is based in Berlin and is a 
popular student-focused Ai learning and revision platform.

Harry said: “Even in three years, Priory has changed a lot. I am just looking at 
the new Pod for food, it’s very different but really nice.

“From primary school, I have always been interested in technology. I had an 
older brother at Priory and went to his Parents’ Evening and met Mrs Qadri 
there. She pushed me to take Computer Science further.

“I started volunteering for Knowunity. I was an ambassador giving feedback 
on their revision platform whilst studying for my GCSEs at Priory

Harry went on to study at Preston College. He was awarded a scholarship 
there after gaining references from his volunteering work and from Mrs Qadri. 
Throughout college he was working for Knowunity and this pushed him to 
make his decision to move to Berlin after completing his studies.

“I moved up to Operations Assistant and have worked my way up, looking at 
Ai and the way we can improve our operations.

“I came into Priory on Monday and talked to a small group of pupils about Knowunity, which is an all-in-one 
revision platform, and got them to look at it for their revision and how it can motivate them – and discover if there 
were any problems.

“Then I gave two speeches on Thursday making them fun but educational.

“Firstly, I spoke about Ai. Ai is used globally and it is great but also a concern if used wrongly. I spoke about how 
to use it correctly for revision purposes; it’s important to educate a young audience about it.

Continued over ...



“Then I gave a second talk about Start Up companies and how students can get investment from many places if 
they have an idea that is good enough. I also spoke about my career path, a bit of background on my company 
and how to start a business and cultivate the entrepreneurial spirit.

“I was delighted to return – I enjoyed it all and seeing Mrs Qadri again and sitting in on a few Computer Science 
lessons where I was able to help students with their programming tasks.”

Learn to SucceedLearn to Succeed

...continued from previous page
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GCSE Revision Guides 
(Year 10) 

The Science GCSE, 
either Combined Science 
or the optional Separate 
Science route, is perhaps 
the largest in terms of 
volume of content, hence 
the double (or triple) grade 
award. Having a revision 

guide as a regularly used point of reference and 
review is a step towards success. For that reason, 
we are now offering revision guides for Year 10 to 
purchase as they begin their course.

There are a range of revision guides available for 
each GCSE subject. We have chosen the Oxford 
Revise series as they include far more embedded 
opportunities for practice - from quizzing to exam 
style questions - as well as a more structured 
presentation of content. 

Below are the range of guides available. For those 
who have chosen the Separate Science option, the 
Separate Science books (set of three) are needed. 
Otherwise, the choice is between Combined Higher 
Tier and Combined Foundation Tier. If your child is 
not sure which they need, please direct them to ask 
their teacher before purchase.

Combined Science Higher Tier 	 £9
Combined Science Foundation Tier 	 £9
Separate Science (set of three) 	 £12

Payment must be made in advanced through your 
online SCOPay account. You will only need to 
purchase one of the above choices. We will order 
the revision guides based on advanced purchases 
so please ensure payment is made by Friday, 13 
November. We will then distribute to pupils as soon 
as the order arrives.

Mr Bedford
Head of Science 
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Parents 
Evening
Year 10 
Year 10 parents are invited to meet online with 
their child's subject teachers.

Online - Tuesday, 3 November
This evening will be a four minute online meeting 
with each of your child’s teachers to check on their 
progress at the start of Year 10, outline the structure 
of Year 10 and allow you to ask any questions about 
the next two years at Priory.  

A letter has been emailed to parents which includes 
instructions on how to book appointments.  A copy can 
also be downloaded from the school website at 

www.priory.lancs.sch.uk/parents/letters.  

The appointments should be booked through our 
web-based program, ‘SchoolCloud 
Parents Evening’.  This is also the 
same link you should use to access 
your appointment on the night. 

Please note specific instructions 
regarding booking for Science and PE 
& Sport.

The link for parents to book their slot is 
now open.

https://penworthampriory.schoolcloud.co.uk/

To enable teachers to meet with as many parents/
carers as possible, each appointment slot will be 
four minutes long. The appointments automatically 
stop after this time and teachers cannot extend the 
call. There is then a one minute gap before you are 
automatically transferred to the next teacher.

If you would like to speak to any other member of staff 
following this meeting, please feel free to contact them 
direct. A full email list can be found by visiting the link 
at >>

www.priory.lancs.sch.uk/parents/staff-contact-list

Mrs Bailey, Head of Year 10
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Learner of the Month Success 
for Year 11 Kenzie
We are delighted to celebrate the success of Kenzie, who is currently undertaking the 14-16 
Construction course at Preston College, and has recently been awarded ‘Learner of the Month’.

Kenzie achieved this recognition due to his outstanding work ethic, positive 
attitude, and commitment to developing his practical construction skills. 
Throughout the course, he has consistently demonstrated a willingness 
to learn, works hard in every session, and approaches new challenges 
with determination and maturity.

College staff have been particularly impressed with Kenzie's reliability, 
excellent attendance, and the professionalism he displays when 
completing both practical and classroom-based tasks. His enthusiasm 
for the construction industry and his ability to work effectively as part of a 
team have helped him stand out amongst his peers.

Mrs Holland, Priory’s SENCo, added, “Receiving the Learner of the 
Month award is a fantastic achievement and reflects the effort Kenzie 
has put into his studies. We are incredibly proud of his success and the 
progress he continues to make as he prepares for his future education 
and career pathway.”

Congratulations, Kenzie, on this well-deserved recognition. We look 
forward to hearing about your continued achievements throughout the 
year.

Former Pupil Shortlisted for 
NHS Trust Award
 
We are delighted to celebrate the success of former pupil Hannah Leahy 
(Class of 2013), who has been shortlisted for a prestigious award at the Lancashire 
Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust Our People Awards.
 
Hannah works as an Assistant Fundraiser for the Rosemere Cancer Foundation, 
based at Royal Preston Hospital, and was nominated in the Flying Start Award 
category. The award recognises colleagues who have gone above and beyond in 
their roles, and Hannah was praised for making an outstanding contribution during 
her first year with the charity.
 
Her colleagues described her as hard-working, forward-thinking and always willing 
to help, highlighting the positive impact she has had on both the Rosemere team 
and its supporters and volunteers.
 
Although she did not take home the award on the night, being shortlisted is a 
fantastic achievement and a fitting recognition of her dedication and commitment.
 
Congratulations, Hannah, from everyone at Priory. We wish you every continued 
success in your career.
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Wonderful Wycoller: 
Year 11 Geography Fieldwork
Wellies on, clipboards ready and river measurements underway! Our Year 11 Geographers 
recently headed out to Wycoller to complete their GCSE river fieldwork.

The aim was to take what the Geography students 
have been learning in the classroom and test it in the 
real world. Throughout the visit, students investigated 
how the characteristics of the river changed, 
collecting measurements of width, depth and velocity 
alongside data on pebble size and roundness. Their 
results will allow them to assess how closely the river 
at Wycoller follows the Bradshaw Model.

Fieldwork isn't just about collecting numbers, 
though. Students also had to question the quality of 
their evidence, think about accuracy and reliability, 
and consider how their methods could be improved. 
Seeing students discussing their methods, solving 
problems and working together in the field was a real 
highlight.

Most importantly, our students were fabulous 
throughout. Their behaviour, attitude and engagement were a credit to themselves and to Priory, and it was 
fantastic to see them approaching their GCSE fieldwork with such maturity and enthusiasm.

Students will now write up their investigation in the classroom, and will then apply this to their Paper 3 exam 
preparation.  The fieldwork is a crucial part of the GCSE Geography course, and this will now put them in pole 
position for that Paper 3 exam in the summer.

Finally, a very special thank you must go to Mr Watters, Mrs Cauchi, Mrs Simpson, Mrs Whalley and Mr F Eccles 
for supporting the visits. Fieldwork requires a real team effort and we recognise that without colleagues from 
across school generously giving their time and support, opportunities like these simply wouldn't be possible.

Well done, Year 11. Another successful Wycoller fieldwork completed!

Mr Metcalfe, Mrs Kursitis and Mr Momoniat
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Celebrating Our Humanities Heroes
This term, we were proud to celebrate a number of pupils as our Humanities 
Heroes. These pupils were nominated by their teachers for demonstrating 
outstanding focus, a positive attitude to learning, and excellent independent 
learning across Humanities lessons.

As part of the award, pupils were invited into Mr Estham's office, where they had the opportunity to discuss 
their achievements and the reasons behind their nomination. They were then presented with a Humanities 
Heroes award in recognition of their hard work 
and commitment.

The award highlights the values that help 
pupils succeed in Humanities and recognises 
those who consistently go above and beyond 
in their learning. All of our Humanities Heroes 
should feel extremely proud of what they have 
achieved. Their dedication, enthusiasm, and 
perseverance have set an excellent example 
for others, and we look forward to celebrating 
even more successes throughout the year.

Congratulations to all of our Humanities 
Heroes. We are proud of everything you have 
accomplished and thank you for being such 
positive role models within the Humanities 
department.
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School 
is now 

closed for 
the 

half term 
break:

26-30 October
We hope everyone enjoys their week 

off and we'll see you back in school on 

Monday, 2 November.


