
Libraries will have free events planned throughout
the summer holidays for children to join in with.
Keep checking our What’s On webpages as more
events are listed all the time.
Look out for some special events delivered by
Dorset Music Service in Dorset libraries.

The Summer Reading Challenge is developed
by The Reading Agency and delivered in
partnership with public libraries. 

Summer Reading Challenge parent carer news 

2026 Summer Reading Challenge: Read
to the Beat

Read to the Beat starts
Saturday 4 July

The 2026 Summer Reading Challenge - Read to the
Beat, celebrates the joy of reading through music,
rhythm and performance. Through vibrant
illustrations, fun rewards and free library activities
inspired by music and sound, Read to the Beat
invites children to discover how stories and music
connect, while enjoying their local library and
sharing the experience with family and friends.

The Summer Reading Challenge is a free holiday
activity for children, and a key moment for the
National Year of Reading. It’s all about reading for
fun, aiming to improve children’s reading skills and
confidence. 

Joining the Summer Reading Challenge

Children sign up through their local library and receive
a sticker booklet. They set a reading goal and borrow
books of their choice during the summer and can join
in with library events,  collecting special stickers along
the way.
Children who complete the Challenge are presented
with a medal when they have collected 6 stickers, and
a certificate is sent to school in the Autumn term.

Library events

The Summer Reading Challenge website will be having
a Read to the Beat makeover - take a look at the
webpages from early July. It will be full of book
recommendations, games, quizzes and fun things for
children to explore.

Over the summer holidays, The Arts Development
Company will be running Culture Quest. Through a
Culture Passport, children will be encouraged to
explore Dorset’s rich creative offer trying new
activities, and discovering new interests.

Children can pick up their passports from their
local library from 24 July. 

Culture Quest 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/libraries-history-culture/libraries/library-events
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
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