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Where are we?
In the beautiful village of Pimperne. Located next to Pimperne village hall, our school is perfectly positioned to benefit from being part of the village community and is very fortunate to be in the beautiful surrounding environment. The school enjoys the peacefulness of backing onto farm fields whilst also having the use of the village hall car park, during morning drop off and afternoon collection times. 
Our school bus route will collect children within catchment, dropping them at the school’s main doors at approximately 8.30am. 
Listed below are a few ways that you can travel to school.
Entrances into school
At Pimperne Primary there are two pedestrian entrances onto site, and then 3 entrances to enter and exit the school building. 
The pedestrian entrances onto the school site are via the Village Hall car park where there is a path from Newfield Road leading to a single gate, additionally the double gates in the village hall car park are also opened to allow pedestrians to access the school path, which leads to the playground gates. These gates also lead to the school’s overflow car park, which parents are welcome to use but must be vigilant of pedestrians crossing the pathway.
We ask that no adult or child walks in the school driveway as this is not safe and we teach our children not to walk in roads where cars or service vehicles would not expect to see you.
Once onto the school site – follow the path to the steps leading to the playground gates, this entrance will allow you direct access to all the classroom doors. This gate is opened at 8.30am and closed at 8.45am, it is re-opened at 2.55pm and closed again at 3.10pm. 
For families who wish to use our Breakfast Club and After School facilities.
In the morning (Breakfast Club) parents will need to park in the village hall car park and walk their child on the path that leads past the front doors of the school and around the corner, through a gate (opened at 7.40am and closed at 8.15am) onto the back decking. This will lead you to the external hall doors where Breakfast club staff will greet you. We ask that children are delivered to the door by a responsible adult and not left to walk alone.
At the end the day, families using our After School Club will need to use the same route as Breakfast Club (above) to collect children from the hall. Any parents collecting after 4pm can, with care, use the school drive to park. Staff cars will still be on site and may be moving so caution is needed when entering the drive. After School Club closes at 5.30pm.
Parents whose children are taking part in extra curricular clubs after school will be told which entrance to collect their child from by the club provider. 


Cars
We understand that sometimes it isn’t possible for you to walk, cycle or wheel to school and that some parents will need to drive.
The road outside our school is narrow and many vehicles in the community (not connected with school) use it. It should not be used for parking, especially anywhere near the entrances and exits which need turning space. We are very fortunate to hold an agreement with the village hall to use their car park, however it comes with challenges. Drivers will need to be fully aware that there are pupils that walk, wheel, scoot and cycle to school, that may be crossing the car park. 
By attending our school, we ask that drivers adhere to our school ‘code of conduct’ (see our policies link on our website) and also ask:
· Respect our local community and park considerately keeping residents’ driveways and all pavements and dropped kerbs clear.
· Do not use the school drive as an entrance or exit point.
· Drive slowly and attentively, particularly when close to the school.
· Be patient – it gets busy
Walking to school
Walking to school is encouraged. Not only are the physical and mental benefits to walking to school, It will also support the reduction in car use and therefore emissions in our local area. If you live too far away to walk the whole way, consider parking nearby and walking the final part into school.
Children in Year 5 and 6 are able to walk to and from school on their own, with their parents’ / carer’s permission. See separate ‘Walking Permission’ Form. Please complete a permission form, and hand it to the school office for it to be considered. We ask that you await a response before putting arrangements into place. Consideration will be given to responsibility, maturity, safety and behaviours of the child in partnership with parents to mitigate any risks that we can.
Cycling to school
At Pimperne Primary School, we recognise both the environmental and health benefits of cycling to school and wish to promote safe cycling to school. Cycling gives children freedom as it provides an opportunity for independent travel. The school encourages cycling as a safe and affordable means of getting to and from school with minimal impact on the environment. Parents are responsible for the safe transport of children to school. There is storage on site for children to put their bikes, these would need to be locked if being left all day. All children should wear helmets. For the safety of others please walk your bike or scooter to the covered sheds once you enter the gate. Bicycles are not permitted on the playground.
The school run ‘Bikeability’ sessions – please speak to Mrs Bemand or leave a message at the school office.
Scooting to school
Non-motorised scooters are a fun and active way to get to school. There are facilities on site for children to store their scooters (bike rack) and these should be locked if being left all day. Or why not join other parents in scooting home after you’ve dropped your child off!? All children should wear helmets. For the safety of others please walk your bike or scooter to the covered sheds once you enter the gate. Scooters are not permitted on the playground.
Before school
Before the school day starts and after the school days ends, parents are responsible for the safety of their children. We ask that children are not left unattended on the school premises either before or after school.
To safeguard our youngest children, adults (over 16 years old) are required to accompany all children in EYFS and Year 1 & 2.  to the door of their classroom and to collect them from there at the end of the school day. From Year 3, children are able to walk into school from the playground gates, if deemed responsible enough to do so by parents and school staff.
The school gates open at 8.30am and are locked at 8.45am.
After school
At the end of the school day, children in YR (EYFS) up to Year 4 must be collected from their classroom door by a named adult for the child (over 16 years old). If an adult turns up to collect your child and we have not been notified and they are not a named contact, the adult will have to wait until we have verified their identity. 
The school gates open for parents to collect children at around 3.55pm and are locked again at 3.10pm.
Children arriving to and from school on their own - Year 5 and 6 only.
Children in Year 5 and 6 will be allowed to walk home alone if they have a signed permission form allowing them. Without this form, children will need to be collected by an adult from the classroom door.
When deciding whether a child is ready for the responsibility of walking to and/or from home we ask parents to consider the following:
1. Do you trust them to walk straight to school or straight home, using the agreed safe route?
2. Are there roads to cross on the route and how busy/safe are those roads?
3. Do you trust them to behave sensibly when with a friend or group of friends?
4. Are they road safety aware?
5. Would they know what to do if a stranger approaches them?
6. Would they know what to do if they needed help or a situation changed?
7. Do they understand about keeping themselves safe and not to make any dangerous choices, either by themselves or with a group of friends?
It is important to remember that even thought they may walk in a pair – that partner might have days absent or different timings in their school after school activities. Children are not permitted to be in the village hall play park before or after school without a responsible adult present, this is for the obvious Health and Safety reasons.
Requests may be rescinded or denied at any point by the school, if it is felt that the child is not yet showing the behaviours needed to be responsible for their safety. 
Parents must remember to let the school know of any changes to routines including collections, changers to clubs or after school activities etc.
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'As each one does their part, we grow in love'       Ephesians 4 vs.16  


