Pool House Community Primary School
Accessibility Plans
As per Government legislation and the amended SEN Disability Act 2001, schools are required to produce an Accessibility Plan.
Improving access to education by disabled pupils has for several years formed an important element of the Government’s policy aimed at
ensuring equality of opportunity so that, whenever possible disabled pupils have the same opportunities as their able bodied peers.
There are three main strands to the school plan:


Access to the physical environment which includes improved access to and within the school environment and the provision of physical
aids.



Access to the curriculum which covers not only the teaching and learning but the wider curriculum such as extra curricular activities e.g.
clubs, leisure, sport and cultural visits.



Access to written information – information provided in alternative formats.

If a school is to operate within an inclusive framework then certain principles must be adopted:


A change in culture, policies and practices within schools, LEAs and other services.



A need to offer training and support to all staff



Consideration of the views of both parents and pupils



The removal of barriers to learning and participation

T:\Miss D Bryson\Policies 2022\Accessibility plan.doc. 05/10/2022



Access to appropriate education in order to ensure optimum achievement for all children – realisation of potential.

Improving the Physical Access of a School
This involves improvements to the physical environment so that accessibility is not a barrier preventing pupils (and others e.g. parents) from
attending school. His might include the fitting of ramps and handrails, widening doorways and creating accessible toilets and changing
facilities.
Physical aids to education include ICT equipment, concept keyboards, specialist desks and chairs etc. It may also mean rearranging room
space, walkways, the layout of rooms, reallocation of rooms and improving acoustic and visual environment.
The access audit identifies areas for improvement. It is recognised that the cost of some modifications puts them beyond what is considered
‘reasonable’.
Improving Access to the Curriculum
This involves encouraging curriculum areas to develop policies which reflect inclusive practice, enables all pupils to access the curriculum and
extra curricular activities at an age appropriate, ability matched level, ensuring secure training for staff to this end.
Schools should endeavour to foster a whole school approach in that access to curriculum areas should be given equal weighting to all pupils. A
strategic approach should be adopted. An important element is the provision of appropriate training for all staff, teaching and non teaching
and the development of adequate resources.
Improving Access to Information
Written information provided by schools must take account of pupils’ disabilities, pupils’ and parents’ preferred formats and made available
within a reasonable time frame and needs to take account of the ‘Accessible Information Guide’ (2000) published by the Disability Rights
Commission and the County Council.
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Schools should attempt to prepare written material in alternative formats. This may require a school to liaise with statutory and voluntary
agencies which may be able to assist.

Accessibility plan to July 2009
Physical Access

Emergency Access

Targets
As a relative new build the
building and its external
approaches conform to all
requirements of the
Disability Discrimination Act
2005.

Strategies
Every area of the school
both internal and external
is accessible by disabled
and wheelchair users.

Outcome
Disabled toilet available at
all times.
External paths all have
ramped areas for
wheelchair use.
Main entrance is fitted
with disabled bell.

Timeframe
Review to be on-going.

All students and adults to be
able to evacuate the building
safely in an emergency
Disabled students and
adults to be able to evacuate
the building safely in a fire
emergency

Fire escape plan to be kept
up to date.

Plan re-assessed if
necessary

Review to be on-going.

Currently no disabled
students or adults.
Individual plan will be
written if the need arises.

Escape procedures will be
updated to accommodate
disabled school users.

Review to be on-going.
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Goals achieved

Curriculum Access

During unavoidable closure
all students and adults to be
able to leave building in a
safe and orderly manner.

No student to leave
without contact being
made with an appropriate
adult.
Sibling meeting area to be
created in Atrium.

Student records to be
checked and updated so
information is complete.
Paper copies to be
maintained to assist in
case of computer failure

December 2008

All students in EYFS, KS1
and KS2 have access to a
broad, balanced and
relevant curriculum.
All students have a
differentiated curriculum
that meets their individual
needs.

Range of activities and
experiences taught
throughout school.

All students have access to
appropriate curriculum

September 2020

Following the SEN Policychildren identified as
having additional needs
either long term or short
term have an IEP that
details children’s individual
needs and how these will
be met, including
differentiation across the
curriculum
More positive school
culture, enjoyable exciting
teaching. Improved links
with parents in relation to
attendance. Liaison with
LA attendance consultant
for poor attenders and fast
track to prosecution where
necessary.

Lesson observations
reports teaching matched
to individual needs. The
number of good or better
teaching is increased.

September 2020

Attendance data to remain
stable with improvements
where possible.

January 2021.

Students’ access to the
curriculum is increased
because they attend school
more regularly.
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Remote learning has been
in place throughout
periods of school closure
due to Covid-19

Attendance during Covid19 has been difficult to
monitor due to school
closures, isolations and
positive cases.

Students’ access to the
curriculum is increased
because there is a reduction
in exclusions/educational
provision is provided.

Access to information

Students’ access to the
curriculum is increased
through personalisation and
differentiation
Availability of written
material in alternative
formats

The written information
provided to parents/carers is
accessible and read.
Information is provided
through a range of media
including letters, texts,
phone calls, facebook and
website.

Individual Learning
Programmes at KS3 and
KS4 are supported by
Stepping Stones, the
Diamond Group, the SEN
Base, outside agencies and
alternative provision.
All staff are aware of
different learning styles
and plan and deliver for
this in the classroom.
The school is aware of the
services available through
the LA for converting
written information into
alternative formats. Staff in
school are aware of
parents/carers access
needs and will provide
support when needed.
Current information and
invitations sent to all
parents is reviewed to
judge the language, style,
format, and accessibility.
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There have been no
permanent or fixed term
exclusions since 2017

June 2021

This is monitored through
regular observations of
lessons both formal and
informal.
The school can provide
written information in
alternative formats.

Review January2022

Information is read.
Parents/carers feel that
school is an approachable
supportive institution.

Review January 2022

Review January 2022

