POOL HOUSE COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL
ENGLISH POLICY

Introduction

At Pool House we believe that the development Of lahguage and literacy sKills are of
the highest priority, as we recognise that a high-quality education in English will help
Oour pupils to speak and Wwrite fluently and in turh to CommuniCate their ideas and
emotions to others. Tt is important that Children realise that [ahguasge is the main tool|
Of learhing and communiCation and that this is embedded in teaching. The purpose of
our English policy is to:

o« Ensure the effective delivery of the revised National Curriculum (201¢4) for
English

e Ensure language skKills are developed and used aCross the whole Curriculum

o Aid the monitoring of the learhing and teaching of English

Aitns

At Pool House our aim for English in the natiohal Curriculum is to promote high
standards Of lahguage and literaCy. These aims ensure that all pupils:

e TRead confidently, fluently and with good understanding

e Develop a love Of reading for both pleasure and information

e AcCquire a wide vocabulary, anh understanding of grammar and khowledge of
linguistiC conventions for reading, writing ahd spoken [ahguage

o TWrite Clearly, acCurately and coherently, adapting their language and style for a
rahge Of purposes, contexts ahd audiences

e (Jse discussion in order to |earh; pupils should be able to elaborate and explain
Clearly their understanding and ideas

e Are competent in speaking and listening, making formal presentations,
demonstrating to other and partiCipating in depate

Cpeaking and [ istehing

From the Founhdation Stage upwards, Children are actively encouraged to speak and
listen. QOpportunities are given for SChool, Class, sSmall groups and individual
discussion, expression Of ideas ahd presentations.

Children are actively encouraged to:



e [isten and responhd with constructive comments, questions Or anhswers in a
Variety Of speaking and listening activities, developing wide ranging and suitable
VvoCabulary

e [isten to and follow instructions and relay messages aCCurately

e Plan and discuss work co-operatively where appropriate

e Develop social sKills and good manhners, showing courtesy to each other and
Visitors

BY the time they leave Poo| House, our pupil’s Will have fluency and the confidence to
use lahguage to convey information, ideas, comments and personal vViews in a socCially
aCCeptable manhher and appropriate to the purpose ahd audience.

Reading

Children are encouraged from entry into SChoo| to develop ah interest in all Kinds of
books and the print around them. Children will have the opportunity to:

e Play reading games and exercises to develop the Variety of sKills heeded to learnh
the complex task of reading

e [earn a Variety Of approaches in reading, including phonics, whole word
recoghition, picture and context Clues to make sense Of text

e TRead from a foundation reading sCheme (whiCh extends throughout both key
stages) ahd have this supplemented with a wide range of books Offering a choice
Of genre and vocabulary at the appropriate level

e PBrowse, share and enjoy books and other texts With family and friends as well as
sessions with teachers and teaChing assistants. Short regular spells of enjoying
anhd reading books with an adult are essential fOr successful, confident reading

At Pool House, the teaching of reading focusses uponh two Key areas; wWork reading
and comprehension. Phonics unhderpins the teaching of early reading as the children
start school, continuing throughout Key Gtage (QOnhe and into Key Stage Two.
Children are taught strategies to help them decode works. As a SChoo| we follow the
Letters ahd Sounds documents (DFES). Comprehension sKills are developed through
high-quality discussion of texts. The Children have access tO0 a ranhge Of reading
schemes including Rising Stars and Oxford Reading Tree. All Children are encouraged
and given opportuhities to read, aCross both fiCtion ahd nhon-fiction texts, and are
provided with a SChool reading book whiCh they Canh take home to continue their
learning at home. Reading also gives opportunities to extend pupils’ VoCabulary.

Chared Reading and Reading SKills

Throughout the reading phase of [iteraCy units, Children are given the opportunity
tO take part in shared reading sessions, using quality texts that are age appropriate.



The texts used will be linked to the text-type studied in each partiCular unit. Reading
comprehension sKills are underpinnhed throughout all aspects Of teaching of the
Ensglish curriculum but are also developed ih weekly whole-Class ahd focus Sroup
guided reading and reading sKills lessons.

Writing

At Pool House we ackhowledge the need to teach each child handwriting, spelling
anhd Srammar for them to become effective writers. Each child enters sChool at a
different leve| of Writing ability but we aim to teach all children the sKills to:

e (Jse writing as a too| to aid learhing and to record their ownh experiences in a
wide range Of activities aCross the Curriculum

e Employ a Variety Of forms suitable t0 the context, purpose ahd audience

o Achieve independent writing of a high quality

e Present work that demonstrates thought, Care and pride

We encourage the children to celebrate their work, not only their own achievements
but also those of others. We |00k for opportunities to publish children’s work,
encourage cChildren to enter hational ahd [oCal Competitions, have their work
displayed in SChool, write |etters tO others and have the opportuhity to share their
work in SChool assemblies and Celebrations.

Writing Composition

Opportunities for Writing are mapped out aCross the curriculum, with the aim to
pracCtise key sKills and build stamina in writing. Teachers share in modelling writing in
shared sessions, SCaffold in order tO support the Children’s wWriting and then provide
opportuhities for independent writing. Qpportunities £Or Cross-Curricular writing are
also plahnhed for within the curriculum. Throughout Key Stages 1 and 2 the teaching
Of Srammar ahd punctuation takes place oh a daily basis, often within English lessons
but also stand along SPAG sessions.

Equal Opportunities

The teaching of English will be in accordance with the present policy for Equal
Opportunities. All staff at Pool House Primary SChool are responsible for ensuring
that all pupils, irrespective of gender, ability, ethniC origin and soCial CirCumstances
have access to the whole curriculum and the opportunity to make progress in all
areas Of the curriculum. At Pool House we aim to provide equal access to lahguage
for those children with specCial educCational needs ahd those pupils who are very able



ahd require extension and/or enrichment activities through Small group work and
through the use of teaching assistants.

SpecCial Educational Needs and Disability

Additional support for children with SpecCial Educational Needs will be provided,
with differentiation in planning and the use of additional resources to support their
learning being a priority. Additional support and resources (such as colour overlays,
large print, iPads, laptops) Will be given to enable these Children to take a full ahd
active role in activities. Tasks will also be adapted where necessary.

Cross-Curricular Links

English should underpin the wider aims Of the Curriculum anhd Opportuhities for
Cross-Curricular links are plahned for within each subject. Many English units and
texts studied in English have sighifiCant Cross-Curricular links throughout Key Stages
1 and 2. For example, in Year 2 Children learn about different countries around the
world inh a unit called TWhat’s the most unusual place?” and this text focuses upon
geographical differences between where the children live and where manhy other
children from differing cultures live. In Year 3, Children study a text about AnhcCient
Egypt called Who Killed Tutankhamun’ which has deep rooted historical links
throughout. In Year 6 the children explore the non-fiction text Plood’, linked to
gcience objectives oh exercise, health ahd the Circulatory system. The use of ICT
Cah help children’s learning in English and provides access t0 a wealth of information
and e-books for the children. Word and PowerPoint are often used to present work
and apps such as iMovie are used in the fihal presentation Oof Writing pieces e.g
persuasive adverts, stories, play SCripts.

Assessment

Children’s work will be marked according to the agreed SChoo| poliCy and their
progress continually assessed in aCcCordanCe with the revised hatiohal Curriculum by
the Class teacher. TeacChers use the [,anCashire Key [earhing InhdiCators Of
Performance (KLIP’S) to support their teacher assessment and this is submitted to
the subject |eader termly. The Class teacher may also formally test Cchildren from time
tO time, as may the Head Teacher, WhiCh will be used to inform teaCher assessments
termly. Key Stage 1 and 2 SATS results are reported to parents, LA ahd DfE as
required. Regular Staff meetings are held ahd writtenh anhual reports are forwarded
t0 parents. Moderation meetings are also held within school and between cluster
schools. Each Class teacher is responsible for recording their pupil’s progress against
the objectives for that National Curriculum {Unit of Work. TWhether a pupil is below
expectations, in line with expectations or exceeding expectations Will be recorded at
the end Of eaCh aCademiC Year anhd passed onto the hext teaCher. Comments



regarding progress anhd Curriculum coverage Will be made aVvailable to parents Via the
end Of year report.

Monitoring

The role of the English Subject [eader is to monitor English within the school
through regular monitoring and evaluation of the teaching and learhing in English.
This can be achieved through lesson observations, book sCrutinies, pupil interviews,
moderation meetings and Staff questionnhaires. FeedbaCk is to be given to teachers
and the Head Teacher, indiCating key strengths and weaknesses in the subject within
SChool and areas for development in the future.
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