Pool House Community Primary SChool
History Policy

Aims

The aim Of history teaching here at Pool House Community Primary SChool
echoes that of the Nationhal Curriculum in that we strive to provide a high-quality
history education which will help pupils gaih a Ccoherent knhowledge and
uhderstanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. e do our upmost
tO inspire pupils’ curiosity to Khow more about the past. Qur teachers equip
pupils with the sKills to ask perceptive questions, think CritiCally, weigh evidence,
Sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. We encourage our pupils
tO0 uhderstand the complexity Of people’s lives, the process Of Chanhge, the
diversity Of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their
own identity and the Challenges of their time, through the study of a well-
balanced, thorough History curriculum.

cubject Content
EYFS

History is taught during the Early Years Founhdation Stage as ah integral part of
the topiC work covered throughout the Year. The objectives set out in the Early
Learhing Goals underpin the Curriculum plahhing for History for Children aged
four to five. History makes a sighifiCant contribution to the Early [Learhing Goal
objectives Of developing a Child’s knowledge and understanding of the world
through researching and talking about important events in their own lives, disCuss
past and present in relation to their own lives and other peoples lives, through
dressing up as historical figures in historiCal costumes and |00King at pictures of
Famous people and discussing how peoples lives were different in the past.

Key Stage 1

As outlined in the National Curriculum, pupils should develop ah awareness of
the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They
should know where the people and events they study fit withih @ Chronological
framework and identify Similarities and differences between ways Of life in
different periods. They should use a wide voCabulary of everyday historical terms.
They should ask and anhswer questions, Choosing and using parts Of stories and
other sources to show that they khow and understand Key features Of events.



They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past
and identify different ways in which it is represented.

In planhing to ensure the progression descCribed above through teaching about
the people, events anhd Chanhges outlined below, teachers are often introducing
pupils to historiCal periods that they will study more fully at key stages 2 and 3.

At Pool House pupils are taught about:
> Changes within liVing memory (7oys: Yeari).

> Events beyond living memory that are SighifiCant nationally or globally
(Great Fire of London: Year 1, The Gunhpowder Plot: \Year 2).

> The lives of sighificant individuals in the past who have contributed to
hationhal ahd interhational achievements. Some should be used to cCompare
aspects Of life in different periods (Great Explorers: \Year 7, Nurses: Year
2).

> Gighificant historiCal events, people anhd places ih their own lOCality
dnaustrial Revolution: Year 2).

Key Stage 2

As outlined in the National Curriculum, Pupils should contihue to develop a
ChronologicCally secure khowledge ahd unhderstanding of British, loCal ahd world
history, establishing Clear harratives within ahd across the periods they study.
They should nhote connections, Contrasts and trends over time and develop the
appropriate use of historiCal terms. They should regularly address and sometimes
devise historiCally Valid questions about Change, Cause, similarity anhd difference,
and sighificance. They should construcCt informed responses that involve
thoughtful selection and Orgahisation Of relevant historiCal information. They
should understand how our khowledge of the past is constructed from a range
Of sources.

In planhing to ensure the progression desCribed above through teaching the
British, loCal ahd world history outlined below, teachers should combine overview
ahd depth studies to help pupils uhderstand both the long arC of development
ahd the complexity Of SpeCifiC aspecCts Of the content.

At Pool House pupils are taught about:

> Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age (Stone A4ge to Jron
Age: Year 5).
The Romah Empire and its impaCt oh Britain (7hHhe Romans: Year 3).
Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and SCots (The A4 nsfo-Saxons: Year ¢).
The Viking and Anglo-Saxoh struggle for the Kingdom of England to the
time of Edward the Confessor (VIkings and 4Anglo-Saxons: Year ¢).
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A local history study (War Memorials and Monuments: Year 6).

A study Of ah aspecCt or theme in British history that extends pupils’
chronological khowledge beyond 1066 (The British Railways: Year 3, Crime
and Punishment: Year ¢, The Black Death: Year 5, World Wer 2: Year 6).
The achievements Of the earliest Civilizations ¢dncient E€ypt: Year 3)
Ancient Greece — a study of GGreek life ahd achievements and their
influence on the western world e4dncient Greece: Year 5).

> A hon-Europeah society that provides contrasts with British history
(Mayan Civilisation: Year 6).
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Equal Opportunities

We recognise the fact that in all Classes there are Children of widely different
abilities in history and we seek to provide suitable |earnhing opportunities for all
Children by matChing the Challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We
achieve this by:

> Getting common tasks whiCh are open-ended ahd Canh have a Variety of
responses;

> Getting tasks of inCreasing difficulty. Not all Children complete all tasks;

> @Grouping children by ability in the room and setting different tasks for
each ability group;

> Providing resources of different complexity depending on the ability of the
child;

> ([Jsing teaching assistants to support Children individually or in groups.

At Pool House Community SChool, we are committed to teaching a well-rounded
curriculum to children of all abilities. History forms part of the well-rounded
Curriculum and is essential in order t0 provide a broad and balanhced education
For all. The Class teachers take the ability of Children into account when planhhing
ahd teaching lessons so that learhing matches the individual heeds of each child.
Where a child may be accessing learning interventions, Class teachers are Careful
t0 ensure that interventions do not interrupt the same |essons each week. This
ensures that @ Child Cannot miss a whole History topiC by Carrying out
interventions during this |esson at the exact time every week.

Curriculum Planning

At Pool House we use the Natiohal Curriculum in combihation with the
Lancashire KLIPS for History, as the basis Of our Curriculum planning. This
ensures that the appropriate objectives in the National Curriculum are covered.

The whole-sChoo| [ong-term overview maps out the topiCs studied ih every term.
This is Created and distributed by the History subject |eader.



Our medium-term plans give details Of each unhit of work, including learning
objectives, possible teaching activities, and learning outcomes. This is Created
and distributed by the History subject leader, used by Class teachers for
assessment purposes and stored in the Assessment file in each Class.

Qur short-term plans are ahhotated With dates and teaching notes. These plans
are kept by the Class teachers but are to be aVailable for the History subject
leader or a member of the SLT to access if heeded.

Broader Curricular

We believe that developing historical skKills through the broader curriculum is
Crucial at Pool House Pritmary School. WWhenh undertaking an educational
historiCal broader Curriculum activity, we always ensure that the trip has Close
links to the curriculum and that all Children understand the aims ahd purpose
behind the trip. We further encourage discussion about the trips after the event
and share images Of broader CurriCulum activities oh the (zallery page on the
website. A full explanhation of historiCal trips, their aims, links to the Curriculum
and which year group they are Carried out in Can be found in the History Broader
Curriculum document formulated by the History |eader.

Cross Curricular Links

History naturally contributes sighificantly to the teaching of English in our sChool|
by promoting the core sKills Of reading, writing, speaking and listening. In addition
t0 this, many Of the texts that we study throughout our English curriculum have
deep rooted historical links. Examples of these links include a TWho Killed
Tutankhamen?’ text in year 3 that links Closely with their History unit about
Ancient Egypt. In Year 6 the Children must revisit the Romans that they learnt
about earlier in their education by placing themselves ih Pompeii at the time of
the eruption of Mount Vesuvius. More detail about the examples given, plus
further Cross CurriCular links Cah be found in the History Cross Curricular [Links
document formulated by the History |eader.

Assessment

Each Class teacher assesses the children’s work by making informal judgements
during observations in each lesson. It is the responsibility Of the Class teaCher to
ensure that Children’s work is marked regularly, and that purposeful comments
or further questions are implemented when appropriate. In some instances, the
Class TA may teach and assess History during the teacher’s release time. Ih these
instances, the Class teacher and TA Will work Closely together inh order t0 form a



judgement based upoh the observations of the TA anhd the content of work
recorded. FOr eaCh unit, the Class teacher must record how many Children have
not Yet achieved the leve| of attainment expected in the National Curriculum,
how mahy children have achieved the expected level of attainment and those
Children wWho have exceeded the leve| expected. These judgements are used in
order to show full CurriCulum coverage and as the basis for assessing the progress
Of each child. This information is kept in the Class assessment and Curriculum file
ahd passed onto the hext teacher at the end Of each aCademic year.

Resources

There are History resource boxes in sChool for some of the areas of the
Curriculum covered aCross all key stages. The subjeCt leader has also comprised
a list Of suggested online resources for each subject area that each Class teacher
may explore and use if wanted. In anh annhual History audit, the History subject
lead always asks tO Staff to request resources that they may heed for the
following year. The list Of requested resources is then reviewed by the History
leader and HeadteaCher and acted oh where they feel hecessary.

(Monitoring ahd Reviewing

It is the role of the History subject |eader t0 provide support for Colleagues, to
be informed Of Curriculum developments and for providing direction for History
in School. The subject leader is also tasked with ensuring that each area of the
201¢ National Curriculum is covered within the topiC areas covered within the
school. The subject |eader, Assessment leader Oor member of the [.eadership
Team will check the Curriculum Coverage, assessment and aCCuraCy Of |esson
taught once anhually and feedbaCk will be provided to the HeadteaCher at the
end Of eaCh aCademicC Year, indiCating key strengths and weaknesses in the
subject withinh SChool and areas for development within the future.
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