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Remember! 

Science has proven the benefits of daily reading.  

30 minutes a day of engaged, uninterrupted 

reading has been shown to lower stress levels, 

increase vocabulary, and to improve literacy levels.  

Most book-sellers in the independent sector,

along with libraries and charity shops, have 

unfortunately had to close their doors again. 

Online ordering is being honoured quickly

though with many shops offering speedy home 

delivery. In order to help you source books in 

the most suitable and affordable way for you, 

here are some suggestions. 

1. BCP libraries are closed.  Information can 

be found here about online services: 

https://www.poole.gov.uk/libraries-

museums-art-and-

culture/libraries/joining-and-using-the-

library/join-the-library/

2. BorrowBox – free to borrow audiobooks 

available from your local library.  The app 

is free to download and very easy to use. 

Free here: https://www.borrowbox.com/

, but also has apps in Apple or Google Play 

Store. 

3. Ebay might be a good place to search for 

book bundles – just remember to 

quarantine books bought this way for 72 

hours after arrival. 

4. Short stories can be a brilliant way to kick-

start your interest in reading again. Try 

https://www.storystar.com/ for a range 

of short stories, with a search function, 

written by both professional writers and 

keen enthusiasts. 

5. Don’t know where to start?  Try using 

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/ to help 

you choose your next great read. 

6. Another site whose entire purpose is to 

support a love of reading for young 

people: 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/genr

e/14/13-plus-readers.html. 

7. Local bookshops include Waterstones,  WH 

Smiths, and our local independent stores 

Gullivers (Wimborne) and Westbourne 

Bookshop (online ordering available) 

READING FOR PLEASURE: 
WHERE TO FIND BOOKS 

IN LOCKDOWN. 

Well students and families: here we are again! 

This is not the start any of us wanted, but as 

always, we are working hard to keep students 

engaged and supported whilst we wait for this 

latest lockdown to pass. 

We know that it has been incredibly difficult for 

some of you to access reading materials; we had 

a plan for library loans, but now that we are 

remote learning, that has been postponed until 

we are all in school together again.  

In the meantime, I am sure many of you, like 

me, took refuge in reading over the Christmas 

break.  My love for reading has been boosted by 

the amount of time I’ve had to spend away from 

friends and family, so I’ve brought the silver-

lining of extra reading with me into 2021.  

I hope to be able to help you all find and access 

reading materials via this newsletter; and, if any 

of you find any brilliant resources, please 

contact me at school! 

Mrs Mowlam 

Literacy Lead (m.mowlam@poolehigh.poole.sch.uk) 

Reviews!

An old favourite : The Alchemyst by Michael Scott. I first 

discovered this book series seven years ago when I ran an 

all-boy reading club at school.  I chose this one because it 

tells the story of the (real life) adventures of Nicholas 

Flamel.  This character is key in the first Harry Potter book 

and that’s what drew me initially to these books. 

This series follows Nicholas Flamel through time, from 

pre-history to modern-day; Flamel’s adventures take us  

and into the worlds of magic, myth and legend too, all the 

while as he is avoiding death at the hand of his arch-

enemies.  A really brilliant series, and the author is very 

active on his Twitter feed: @flamelauthor where he will 

engage in conversations about his characters and their 

worlds.                            + from me, and the students 

who’ve also read the book. 

Make sense of the world’s news: a free online 

news centre for young people, covering news 

topics from around the world.  This is brought to 

you by Sky News 

https://live.firstnews.co.uk/
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There are many ways of reading online; sadly, 
due to legal restrictions, we can’t share all of 
these with you.  There are some ideas here 

though!: 
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/resources/grea
t-value-free-ebooks-for-the-lockdown-period/

a

Fabulous blog with children’s book recommendations
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