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Key Stage 2 Curriculum
Our Primary department at Portland focuses on empowering all learners to learn for life. We are committed to delivering a more inspiring and creative curriculum that excites and challenges all. By implementing a Narrative Immersion approach to the curriculum, we seek to develop in the children their aspirations.  We are committed to finding methods of teaching that will inspire the children to want more from their lives and achieve higher than they might hope. 
This way of learning begins with an evocative picture book that the children become fully immersed in. This gives them ownership over their learning; it allows them to work collaboratively with their teaching staff as they step into an imagined world constructed by them. Our children are therefore actively engaged in the learning process as thinking, feeling and physical learners within a creative context, which only enhances their development. With rich stories at the heart of it, reading skills and behaviours are naturally developed as cross curricular links begin to emerge through themes from the books which are rooted in our core values.

Phonics
As a school, we teach synthetic phonics as the initial, and most important, approach to the teaching of reading. Our pupils learn to read and write effectively using the Read Write Inc. (RWI) Phonics Programme which is a systematic programme for the teaching of phonics, reading, spelling and writing. We want all pupils to begin their journey to read with confidence, develop a love of reading and apply their skills competently to writing.

Writing
We aim to teach pupils to speak and write fluently so that they can communicate their ideas and emotions to others and through their reading and listening, others can communicate with them. It is our intent that children understand the social functions of writing to use different genres of writing appropriately by considering the purpose and matching it to its audience. Children will develop a progressive understanding of grammatical conventions, the way in which punctuation aids understanding and know how to apply spelling rules. 

Maths
We want to open children’s eyes to this and help them to see the importance of how what they learn in the classroom applies to the real world, both every day for everyone and more broadly across disciplines and careers. The concrete, pictorial and abstract approach is central to our teaching. All classrooms have a maths working wall and manipulatives to support the learning in maths making learning hands on and fun. Our planning is based on the White Rose Maths Schemes of Learning to guarantee consistency, coherence and progression throughout Key Stage 2.

Personal, Social, Health and Relationships Education
We have a strong emphasis on emotional literacy, building resilience and nurturing mental and physical health, Jigsaw equips us to deliver engaging and relevant PSHE within a whole-school approach. Jigsaw lessons also include mindfulness, allowing children to advance their emotional awareness, concentration and focus. It includes statutory Relationships and Health Education, in a spiral, progressive and fully planned scheme of work, giving children relevant learning experiences to help them navigate their world and to develop positive relationships with themselves and others.
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