Portland Class Reading Books

	Year 1 
	
	
	THEMES

	Autumn 1
	Fox's Socks
	Julia Donaldson
	Problem Solving & Discovery. Repetition & rhyme help to build confidence in early readers. 

	Autumn 2
	Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See?
	Eric Carle 
	This classic uses repetitive text and vibrant illustrations to help children anticipate and engage with the story

	Spring 1
	Dear Zoo
	Rod Campbell 
	The repetitive structure and simple sentences make it ideal for early readers.

	Spring 2
	Peace at Last
	Jill Murphy 
	Mr. Bear tries to find a quiet place to sleep.

	Summer 1
	Owl Babies
	Martin Waddell
	Separation anxiety and reassurance

	Summer 2
	Oi Frog!
	Kes Gray & Jim Field
	Rhyming and silliness

	
	
	
	

	Year 2
	
	
	THEMES

	Autumn 1
	The Gruffalo 
	Julia Donaldson
	Bravery and cleverness

	Autumn 2
	Funnybones
	Janet and Allan Ahlberg
	The repetitive structure and humorous tone help build reading fluency.

	Spring 1
	Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus!
	Mo Willems
	Rules and persuasion

	Spring 2
	I Want My Potty
	Tony Ross
	Growing up and independence

	Summer 1
	Shark in the Park!
	Nick Sharratt
	Imagination and observation

	Summer 2
	Aliens Love Underpants
	Claire Freedman & Ben Cort
	Silly fun and curiosity

	
	
	
	

	Year 3 
	
	
	THEMES

	Autumn 1
	The Abominable
	Eva Ibbotson
	The importance of family in Yi's relationship with her loveable grandmother.

	Autumn 2
	The Sheep-Pig
	Dick King Smith
	Self-belief, overcoming challenges, Setting A village farm.

	Spring 1
	Iron Man
	Ted Hughes
	Bravery, prejudice, irrational fear, inclusion, teaching children not to fear people who are different to themselves, but to learn to understand and accept them.

	Spring 2
	Hansel and Gretel
	Anthony Browne
	“Do not trust strangers, even if they treat you well.” And Greed.

	Summer 1
	Ilama out loud
	Annabell Sami
	Bullying, selective mutism, loneliness and old age.

	Summer 2
	The Battle of bubble and Squeak
	Philippa Pearce
	A major family battle results, and it's clear life is never going to be quite the same again.

	

	
	
	

	Year 4
	
	
	

	Autumn 1
	Voices in the Park
	Anthony Browne
	Society, friendship, rich and poor, stereotypes and prejudice.

	Autumn 2
	Charlotte’s Web
	E B White
	Friendship and perseverance

	Spring 1
	The Boy who met a Whale
	Nizrana Farook
	Family, friendship and helping others.

	Spring 2
	The Infinite
	Patience Agbabi
	Time-travelling science fiction adventure combined with crime mystery, 

	Summer 1
	The Snow Walker Son
	Catherine Husher
	Of banishment and sorcery

	Summer 2
	The Last Bear
	Hannah Gold
	A celebration of the love between a child and an animal, a battle cry for our world and an irresistible adventure with a heart as big as a bear's.

	
	
	
	

	Year 5&6
	
	
	

	Autumn 1
	The Midnight Fox
	Betsy Byars
	Human and relationships between humans and wildlife

	Autumn 2
	Tom’s Midnight Garden
	Philippa Pearce
	Attitudes towards time, mutability and people much older, or much younger, than we.

	Spring 1
	Wolf Brothers
	Michelle Paver
	Bravery, loyalty and a deep respect for the forest and its inhabitants.

	Spring 2
	Varjak Paw
	S.F.Said
	Rebellion, perseverance, courage, family, exploration and friendship.

	Summer 1
	When the Sky Falls
	Phil Earie
	Struggles of one boy to make sense of his emotions and the blows life has dealt him

	Summer 2
	Asha and Spirit Bird
	Jasbinder Bilan
	Faith, friendship and greed 

	
	
	
	

	Green Pathway  / Year 7
	
	
	

	Term 1 (Autumn)
	Big read - Diary of Anne Frank
	
	The Holocaust/ identity/ family isolation and growing up.

	Term 1 (Autumn)
	Big read - Pink Heart Boy
	 Malone Blackman
	Ethics/ identity/ Health and family.

	Term 2 (Spring)
	Big read - Millions
	Frank Cottrell Boyce
	 Faith/ Religion/ Family/ Loyalty/ Compassion/ Moral Dilemmas and Empathy.

	Term 2 ( Spring)
	Big read - Ghost Boys
	Jewell Parker Rhodes
	 Black lives matter/ history/ racism and community

	Term 3 (Summer)
	Big read - Skellig
	By David Almond
	Caring for others/ Change/ Self-identity and faith transformation.

	Term 3 (Summer)
	Big read - The Wild Way Home
	By Sophie Kirtley
	Responsibility/ family / Bravery/ adventure and friendship.

	
	
	
	

	Purple Pathway / Year 8
	
	
	

	Term 1 (Autumn)
	Ghost Boys
	Rollercoaster
	Black lives matter/ history/ racism and community

	Term 1 (Autumn)
	Big read - Wink
	Robert Harrell
	Cancer / Peers/ Friendship and identity

	Term 2 (Spring)
	Big read - A Monster Calls
	Patrick Ness
	Grief/ Death finding strength/ pressure of growing up and Urban Poverty.

	Term 2 (Spring)
	Big read - Boy in the striped pyjamas
	John Bayne
	Holocaust/ Friendship/ war/ family conflict and prejudice.

	Term 3 (Summer)
	Big read - Face
	Benjamin Zephaniah
	Identity/ gangs/ peer pressure/ growing up and Urban poverty

	Term 3 (Summer)
	Big read - Stone Cold
	Robert Swindell
	Homelessness/ Crime/ Ethics/ Bravery and friends

	Term 3 (Summer)
	Big read - Bone Talk
	Candy Gourlay
	Colonialism/ culture / coming of age and prejudice

	
	
	
	

	Blue Pathway / Year 9
	
	
	

	Term 1 (Autumn)
	Big read - The curious incident
	Mark Haddon
	Asperger’s/ Autism/ family differences/ growing up/ Trust and honesty.

	Term 1 (Autumn)
	Big read - The Bone Sparrow
	Zana Frallion
	Asylum seekers/ empathy/ religious persecution and racism.

	Term 2 (Spring)
	Big read - The boy who steals houses
	CG Drews
	Homelessness/ family/ poverty and identity

	Term 2 (Spring)
	Big read - When the sky falls
	Philip Earle
	Animal rights/ bravery/ honour/ duty/ isolation and identity

	Term 3 (Summer)
	Big read - Of Mice and Of Men
	John Steinbeck
	Poverty/ friendship/ liberty/ dreams/ hop and sacrifice.

	Term 3 (Summer)
	Big read - Chinese Cinderella
	 Adeline Yeh Mah
	Acceptance/ self-worth/ pride/ culture and identity

	
	
	
	



Please note, Key Stage 4 Guided Reading will be based on interest-led topics 
 
