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Potley Hill Primary School 

Collective Worship Policy 

 

At Potley Hill Primary School, we aim that collective worship be an integral part of the 

curriculum, reflecting the ethos of the school and making cross-curricular links. Our 

collective worship is organised around themes which are based on values and is mainly of a 

broadly Christian character. The themes explored aim to contribute to pupils’ spiritual, 

moral, social and cultural education.  In organising worship in this way we ensure that we 

are following the requirements of the 1988 Education Reform Act. 

 

Aims: 

 To provide a focus for the school community each day involving its members as fully 

as possible, 

 To explore and express individual and communal values and needs, 

 To ensure a clear response to and celebration of diversity, including religious 
backgrounds ensuring that each individual’s integrity is respected, 

 To have a coherent structure of themes over the year, allowing flexibility for topical 

themes or concerns and for a balance of Christian, secular and other faith-based 

assemblies, 

 To provide opportunities for large and small group interaction and reflection as well 
as for individual reflection, 

 To provide opportunities for parents and governors to be invited to participate as 

appropriate. 

 

The school also organises performances for parents at Christmas (Year R &1). 

 
OUR VISION 

Children at Potley Hill are proud of their achievements, respectful of others and equipped for new 

challenges and learning. 

 

Potley Hill Primary School is a learning and growing community where academic, social, 

cultural, spiritual and moral values are developed and nurtured, and where all children have 

equal access to the education provided.   

Children are encouraged to develop the following 6 key values: 

 Respect everyone and everything 

 Do our best 

 Be creative 

 Try new things 

 Look after each other 

 Work as a team 
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Assemblies are held in the school hall: 

Mondays Assembly led by members of the SLT 

Tuesdays Singing Assembly led by Teachers 

Wednesdays Class Assemblies are planned across the term –this is a celebration of 

their work which is shared with parents and governors. Where Class 

Assemblies are not scheduled, the Headteacher will lead an assembly. 

Thursdays Two separate Key Stage Assemblies (KS1 in morning, KS2 in the 

afternoon) led by teachers. 

Fridays Celebration Assembly led by the Headteacher – this will include merit 

certificates, ‘top hats’ and ‘well dones from each teacher, handwriting, 

maths and reading certificates, music grade and other relevant awards 

 

Assembly Themes 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
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 New 

Beginnings 

(SEAL link) 

Stories from 

the Old 

Testament 

British Values: 
 Democracy  

 The Rule of Law  

 Individual Liberty  

 Mutual Respect  

 Tolerance of those of 

Different Faiths and Beliefs 

Friendship (link to SEAL: 

Getting on and falling out) 
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 Personal Values (link to SEAL: 

It’s good to be me) 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating 

different 

Cultures 

Say no to 

bullying (SEAL 

link) 

Contributing 

to our 

community 

Our 

Wonderful 

World 
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 We’re all 

special (Link 

to Every Child 

Matters) 

 

 

Stories to 

develop 

thinking (range 

of religions) 

Contemporary 

Issues 

Rights of the 

Child 

Healthy 

Lifestyles 

Changes 

(SEAL link) 
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 Hopes, 

Dreams & 

Aspirations 

(SEAL link: 

Going for 

Goals) 

Relationships 

(SEAL link) 

Traditional 

stories from 

different 

Cultures 

Say no to 

bullying (SEAL 

link) 

Making 

Choices 

 

 

Moving on 

 

Throughout the year, ‘Faith Days’ will be integrated into the cycle.  

 

On days where any given class is not involved in an assembly in the hall, acts of worship are 

held within individual classes, ensuring that a daily act of worship takes place. 

 

The school also involves a range of individuals from the school and wider community, 

outside speakers and visiting groups depending on current themes, topical issues and 

planned events. 

Children are offered the opportunity to worship through the use of prayer, story, hymns 

and songs, poetry, drama, the use of artefacts, presentations, quiet reflection and discussion. 
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By the use of symbolism and imagery, as well as words, each assembly aims to be accessible 

to all children present. 

Staff follow set guidelines for creating an atmosphere for an assembly, eg, through the use of 

music to welcome the children and to create a mood for deeper thought and spirituality. 

The act of collective worship may be signalled at Potley Hill Primary by the lighting of a 

candle. This reminds the children that the time for prayer or reflection has arrived. 

All children, irrespective of religious background, race, gender, social status or ability will be 

given equal opportunities to access this area of the curriculum. Parents have a legal right to 

withdraw their children from acts of worship; if any parent wishes to discuss this and the 

alternative arrangements that will be made for a child, please contact the Headteacher. 
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