
Potley Hill Primary School 

History Long Term Overview 

 

Cycle A Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year R Understanding 

birthdays 

 Ordering events   Using time 

vocabulary 

Year 1/2 Is the Wii more fun than 

Grandma & Grandad’s Old Toys? 

(Toys past and present) 
Changes within living memory - revealing 

aspects of change in national life 

What is it like being a Queen? 

(Famous Queens) 
The lives of significant individuals in Britain's 

past who have contributed to our nation's 

achievements 

Events beyond living memory that are 

significant nationally or globally 

Why were Christopher Columbus & 

Neil Armstrong brave people? 

(Intrepid Explorers) 

The lives of significant individuals in Britain's 

past who have contributed to our nation's 

achievements 

 

Year 3/4 What’s special about our Local 

Area? Farnborough & Aldershot 

Local History: A study of Local History 

taking account of a period of history that 

shaped the locality 

-History of aviation, Samuel Cody 

-Home of the British Army 

Who first lived in Britain?  

(Prehistoric Britain) 
changes in Britain from the Stone Age to 

the Iron Age 

Why were the Romans powerful and 

what did we learn from them? 

(Invaders & Settlers: Roman Case Study) 
the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 

Year 5/6 Who were strongest: The Vikings 

or the Anglo-Saxons? 

(Vikings v Anglo-Saxons) 
the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for 

the Kingdom of England to the time of 

Edward the Confessor 

Why were the Greeks so great? 

(Who were the Ancient Greeks) 
Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and 

achievements and their influence on the 

western world 

 

 

 

 



Cycle B Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year R Understanding 

birthdays 

 Ordering events   Using time 

vocabulary 

Year 1/2 What fuelled the Great Fire of 

London? (Great Fire of London) 
Events beyond living memory that are 

significant nationally or globally 

 
 

 Who would live in 

a place like this? 

(Castles) 
the lives of significant 

individuals in the past 

who have contributed 

to national and 

international 

achievements. Some 

should be used to 

compare aspects of life 

in different periods 

significant historical 

events, people and 

places in their own 

locality 

Why do we like to 

be beside the 

seaside? 

(What were seaside 

holidays like in the 

past?) 
Changes within living 

memory - revealing 

aspects of change in 

national life 

(optional extra topic) 

Year 3/4 Were the Anglo-Saxons really 

smashing?  

(Anglo-Saxons, Picts & Scots) 
Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and 

Scots 

What are the mysteries of the 

Ancient Mayans? 

(The Mayans) 
a non-European society that provides 

contrasts with British history – one study 

chosen from: early Islamic civilization, 

including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; 

Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West 

Africa) c. AD 900-1300 

What have the earliest civilizations 

contributed to our lives today?  

(Early Civilizations) 
the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an 

overview of where and when the first 

civilizations appeared 

Year 5/6 Why was the Shang Dynasty so 

dynamic? 

(The Shang Dynasty) 
the achievements of the earliest 

civilizations – an overview of where and 

when the first civilizations appeared and a 

How has life in Britain changed 

since 1948? 

(Britain since 1948) 
a study of an aspect or theme in British 

history that extends pupils’ chronological 

knowledge beyond 1066 

 



depth study of one of the following: 

Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient 

Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China 

 


