
 
Bulletin 9th November 2018 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

OPEN SESSIONS AT POTLEY     

Our last Open session is taking place on the afternoon of Wednesday 14th November at 2.00pm. Current 

parents with children due to start YR in September 2019 are welcome to attend.  

 

PARENT WORKSHOPS 

Following on from our first parent workshop on ‘You-Me’ games this week, for our 2nd workshop on Tuesday 

20th November at 3.20pm, we are going to use the opportunity to put some of the games we looked at into 

practice! Our session will include music (particularly drums!), clapping games, role-play games and imaginative 

play activities that both parents and children will engage in together. Even if you were unable to come in for 

the first workshop, feel free to join us for this next one as all games will come with instructions! 

 
E-SAFETY & ANTI-BULLYING WEEK 

Anti-Bullying Week is taking place this month, running from the 12th – 16th November, organised by The Anti-

Bullying Alliance. This year’s theme is ‘Choose Respect’. 

 

What does respect mean? Quiz your children on the words below and see if they can identify the words that 

mean the same as respect and the words that mean the opposite: Criticism, disdain, dishonour, disregard, 

disrespect, neglect, bad manners, appreciation, consideration, dignity, esteem, honour, regard, tribute. 

 

During the week, all children will be involved in activities to help them to understand some of the key 

messages from the Anti-Bullying Alliance, these include: 

 The definition of respect 

 That bullying is a behaviour choice 

 That we can respectfully disagree with each other  i.e. we don’t have to be best friends or always 

agree with each other but we do have to respect each other 

 That we all need to choose to respect each other, both face to face and online. 

 

To kick start the week, ALL CHILDREN will be allowed to come into school wearing odd socks on Monday 

12th November (including those in Remembrance uniform if they wish to) in order to celebrate 

individuality.  Our Assembly on Tuesday will focus on the theme of ‘Choose Respect’ and then teachers will 

follow up with further activities linked to dealing with cyberbullying. The evidence shows that children can be 

highly affected by online behaviour: 

 

 
 



I have included 2 scenarios below, taken from a ‘Safer Internet Day 2018’ quiz. How would your children 

respond? 

 
 

 
ANSWERS ARE AT THE END OF THE NEWSLETTER 

 
I have also included a ‘What can parents & carers do?’ leaflet at the end of the letter for advice if you feel that 

your child is being bullied – including if this is online.  

 

WALK AND TALK 

As you will be aware from our newsletter at the beginning of 

the term, one of our main focus areas this year is promoting 

good Oracy skills – children being able to communicate 

clearly. Parents of children in YR may have noticed that the 

teachers have started a ‘Walk and Talk’ board outside their 

classroom. This will give you prompts for what the children 

have been doing in school each day, allowing you to initiate a 

conversation about at least one activity that they have spent 

time doing as you walk or drive home!  We have all asked 

our own children, “What did you do at school today?” to the reply of “NOTHING!” so this will hopefully give 

you at least one starting point! We are aiming at extending these boards to the other year groups over the 

next few weeks so please look out for them. 

 

BABY PHOTOS IN YEAR R 

Our Year R classes are celebrating birthdays as their topic over the next few weeks. The teachers have 

requested one photo per child of them as a baby. These can be emailed in, along with their name, to 

adminoffice@potleyhill.hants.sch.uk or alternatively any printed photos can be sent in an envelope and we will 

colour photocopy this and return your precious original.  

 

INDIVIDUAL PHOTOGRAPHS 

Our photographer is due in on Thursday 15th November to take those very important individual photos of 

children – just in time for a lovely photo gift to the grandparents! For children with siblings in the school, an 

additional ‘group shot’ will also be taken during the school day. If your family has extra 

babies/toddlers/teenagers, then we will be conducting these group shots from 8.10am onwards in the music 

room. As in previous years, we will be notifying Frogmore CC of any children who might be slightly delayed so 

that they do not incur an ‘L’ (late) by their name.  
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REMEMBRANCE 

 
On Monday 12th November, our assembly will focus on ‘Remembrance’ and we will be holding a 2 minute 

silence at 11.00am. Any children who attend Cubs, Beavers, Brownies, Guides or something similar 

are welcome to come into school on this day in those club uniforms.  

 

CHRISTMAS FAIR 

Our PTA Christmas Fair is fast approaching – it takes place on Saturday 24th November from 1pm – 3pm.  

This is an important fund raiser in our school calendar and the following requests have been made: 

 

 We are having a mufti day on Friday 16th November in exchange for a donated bottle for our Bottle 

Tombola. 

 Please start bringing in filled jars from Monday 12th November. There is a class prize of extra break 

time for the class with the most jars! 

 Please donate any new, unused gift items that would be suitable for mums and dads (hopefully you 

won’t find that your child picks these again and gives you them back!) 

 Home-baked cakes/chocolate bars are requested on Friday 23rd November – paper plates with raffle 

tickets will be sent out shortly. 

 Please return your raffle tickets – we have some great prizes! 

 

As always, we are still looking for volunteers to help set up on Friday 23rd (either during school day or 

afterwards), run stalls between 1pm and 3pm (even if for just one hour) and to clear up between 3pm and 

5pm. Even if you can only spare a small amount of time, any offers will always be gratefully received.  

 
 

PARENT COUNCIL 

Our next Parent Council meeting will take place on Thursday 22nd November at 7pm.  These meetings are 

held termly and allow parents to have a voice on key strategic developments in the school. Our focus this 

term will be on Emotional Health and Wellbeing, which is one of our current school priorities. All parents are 

warmly welcomed, even if you have not been to any previous meetings.  

 



ATTENDANCE FOR OCTOBER 

Our target for the 18/19 for all pupils across the school is 97% and we currently stand at 97.38%. Well done 

to Toucans for coming highest for attendance – always a difficult task as the winter germs begin! 

 

ENCOURAGING TALK AT HOME 

The following advice for parents is taken from the Charity I Can’s ‘Talk Together’ booklet. Although 

predominantly targeted at the under 5s, it is also easily adaptable for older children: 

 

EYFS & KS1 Classes Attendance 

Caterpillars 97.75% 

Ladybirds 93.81% 

Toucans 98.56% 

Hummingbirds 97.34% 

Flamingos 97.22% 

  

KS2 Classes Attendance 

Sharks 96.85% 

Narwhals 97.03% 

Dolphins 96.24% 

Leopards 96.57% 

Lions 97.96% 

Tigers 97.14% 



 
 

KS2 FESTIVAL OF SPORT 

Well done to our KS2 children who took part 

in an event at Samuel Cody on Thursday this 

week – they enjoyed a taster session of a range 

of sports such as archery, tri-golf, curling, tennis 

and volleyball. All children were magnificent! 

Well done to Freddie for being recognised for 

‘honesty’ and Mia R for ‘determination’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



YEAR R VISIT THE GORDON BROWN CENTRE 

The children enjoyed a fabulous day out in the fresh air and being at one with nature at The Gordon Brown 

Centre on Thursday! These ‘hands-on’ days are vital for engaging and inspiring the pupils. Thank you to 

parents/carers for their voluntary contributions – these trips are not free and we often pay large sums of 

money for entrance fees as well as coach costs. We would not be able to continue these experiences without 

your support.  

   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AUTUMN HAS ARRIVED! 

Children in Y1/2 also enjoyed the power of the changing seasons in a focus day last week, exploring a wide 

range of autumnal fruit, veg and flora.  They have produced some beautiful ‘autumn’ themed poems which I am 

sure you will enjoy reading in the near future.  

     
 

     
 

BUCKETFILLING…… 

Having received NO emails, as yet, from parents about how their children have demonstrated kindness at 

home by helping out mum or dad, I did ask the children in a recent assembly how many of them thought that 

they had gone above or beyond to help out. About half (150) thought they had!!! Even bearing in mind that 

some of them may not have been entirely truthful about their efforts, I am still looking forward to a few emails 

from parents – it is always worth using all opportunities to sing their praises before they turn into teenagers!  

Please email any examples to adminoffice@potleyhill.hants.sch.uk.  I will await the flood with 

eagerness.  

 

W/e 02/11/2018 

 

‘TOP HAT OF THE WEEK’ 

 

Child/ren Reason 

Caterpillar Ruby H For using her White ‘information’ thinking hat and talk about bonfire 

night. 
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Ladybird Lucy M For using her White information hat to recall facts about bonfire night. 

Flamingo Edward L For using his Green thinking hat to recognise Rhyming words in 

poems. 

Hummingbird Phoebe W For using her White thinking hat to accurately tell the time. 

Toucan Alex J For using his Blue thinking hat to solve problems in Maths. 

Dolphin Hayden J For using his Yellow thinking hat to take a positive approach to his 

Maths work with Mrs Witney. 

Narwhal Kubi N For using his White & Red thinking hats to be a brilliant gardener for 

Narwhal class. 

Shark Chloe B For using her Blue & Green thinking hats to put her hand up more and 

give some wonderful answers. 

Leopard Millie C For using the thinking hats to reflect on the barriers to her learning 

and strategies to overcome them. 

Lion Mia S For using her White and Yellow hat to make sensible contributions to 

our circle time on Mental Health. 

Tiger Lily M-H For using her Yellow and White thinking hats and for her positivity this 

week and creating some great figurative language in our spooky English 

topic. 

  

 W/e 09/11/2018 

 

‘TOP HAT OF THE WEEK’ 

 

Child/ren Reason 

Caterpillar Reyon S For using his White thinking hat to label his trip pictures. 

Ladybird Taylah M For using her White information thinking hat to recall phonics sounds 

when writing. 

Flamingo Riley McG For using his Green thinking hat to write a fantastic Autumn Poem. 

Hummingbird Emily D For using her White thinking hat to identify and describe 2D shapes 

including lines of symmetry. 

Toucan Murphy B For using his Green thinking hat to write an excellent Autumn senses 

poem this week. 

Dolphin Joe G For using his White thinking hat in Maths when using addition with 

money. 

Narwhal Zach L For using his Green thinking hat thinking to create a perspective 

picture. 

Shark Joshua L For using his Red thinking hat to have an amazing, positive attitude all 

week. 

Leopard Zoe L For using her White and Green thinking hats to identify the mistake in 

a Math’s problem. 

Lion Josh S For using his White and Yellow thinking hat during reading and book 

club to encourage other members of the class. 

Tiger Ben G Black & Blue thinking hats for his excellent challenging in our class 

debate in Growth mindset. 

 

 

 

CALENDAR DATES 



DATE EVENT 

W/c22nd October Half term week 

Thursday 15th November Individual photographs 

Tuesday 20th November Parent Workshop: Physical play 

Thursday 22nd November Dolphin Class Assembly 9.10am 

Saturday 24th November PTA Xmas Fair 

Thursday 29th November Tiger Class Assembly 9.10am 

Monday 3rd December YR to Y5 Flu immunisations 

Thursday 6th December Shark Class Assembly 9.10am 

Monday 10th December YR Nativity to rest of school 

Tuesday 11th December YR Nativity to parents at 9.30pm 

Y1/2 Xmas Performance to rest of school at 2pm 

Wednesday 12th December Y1/2 Xmas Performance to parents/carers at 2pm 

Thursday 13th December Y1/2 Xmas Performance to parents/carers at 6.15pm 

W/c Monday 17th December Year Group Xmas parties in the afternoon 

Tuesday 18th December Rock Steady Performance to parents/carers/school at 9.10pm 

Friday 21st December End of Autumn term. School closes at 1pm 

Monday 7th January INSET 

Tuesday 8th January Spring term begins for children 

W/c 18th February Half term week 

Friday 5th April Last day of Spring term 

Monday 22nd April Summer term begins  

Throughout May KS1 testing period 

Friday 3rd May INSET – school closed 

Wednesday 8th May – Friday 10th May Y4 Residential trip (Adventurous Activities) 

W/c Monday 13th May Y6 SATs week 

W/c 27th May Half term week 

W/c Monday 10th June Y1 Phonics testing week 

W/c Monday 8th July to Friday 12th July Y6 Residential to France 

Friday 19th July Last day of Summer term 

Monday 22nd July INSET – school closed 

Tuesday 23rd July INSET – school closed 

 

Reminders.. 
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