
 
Bulletin 19th October 2018 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

OPEN SESSIONS AT POTLEY     

Our third Open session is taking place on the morning of Tuesday 6th November at 9.15pm. Current parents 

with children due to start YR in September 2019 are welcome to attend.  

 

HEALTHY RECIPE COMPETITION 

We are extending our healthy recipe competition over the half term to give children a little longer to 

complete their entries. We are looking for illustrated, healthy recipes, no bigger than A4 to be submitted for 

judging by an expert panel (Mrs Kent and Mrs Wilding!). These can be typed with photos/illustrations being 

added or handwritten with pictures. They should show the step-by-step guide to creating your dish or item. 

Entries will be displayed in our food tech room and there will be a prize for the best Infant (YR-2), Y3/4 and 

Y5/6 entry.   

 

PREMIER LEAGUE POETRY WRITING COMPETITION  
The competition is based on the poem ‘Beautifully different, 

Wonderfully the same’ and children can choose whether to continue 

the same poem or start a new one in whatever style they wish. It 

is open from Tuesday 9 October 2018 until the end of the autumn 

term – Friday 21 December 2018. 

There are two age categories – one for pupils in Key Stage 1 and 

one for those in Key Stage 2. 

Poems should be no more than 20 lines or 150 words and 

be on the theme of DIVERSITY. 

Pupils can continue the Beautifully different, Wonderfully the 

same poem or start a new poem. Poems can be of any structure 

and don’t have to rhyme. 

Poem entry activity sheets (which pupils must use for their final 

poem entries) are attached to the end of this bulletin or can be 

picked up from reception.  

 

Prizes 

There will be a top national prize and 10 regional prizes for each category (Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2). 

Prizes for national winners: 

A Premier League Trophy visit to your school 

A visit to your school by a children’s author or poet to lead a poetry workshop 

Winning poems read aloud by one of our star judges 

Prizes for regional winners and national winners: 

Poems published in an official Premier League Writing Stars book with bespoke illustrations 

An invitation to a national celebration event and the chance to meet other poets and special guests 

A framed version of the winning poems 

Poetry book bags for all winners’ schools 



 
 

JACK AND THE BEANSTALK 

We are very much looking forward to the M&M Theatre company’s 

performance of ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ on Tuesday 3rd October. 

Children across the school will benefit from this retelling of a much-

loved tale! We have asked for a voluntary payment from parents/carers 

towards the cost of this production – details have been emailed via 

ParentMail. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARENT WORKSHOPS 

Mrs Clarke is going to run a series of parent workshops based on helping parents 

to engage with their children through games and physical play – research shows that 

this is the best way to stimulate brain development and improve behaviour. The 

first two workshops will be exploring ideas from a DVD called ‘Best Relationship 

with your Child Age five to twelve’ by parenting expert Dr Margot Sunderland with 

the first session on Tuesday 6th November at 3.20pm focusing on ‘You-Me’ games. 

Our 2nd workshop will look at physical play on Tuesday 20th November. In the 

spring term, we will then hold a more practical workshop putting ideas into practice! We are also able to 

supervise any school aged children in the ICT suite during the workshop which will last approximately 40 

minutes.  

 

 

SKIPATHON 

Well done to all the children who have been diligently practising their skipping. It has been fantastic to see 

how enthusiastic they have been to beat their own personal best times over the last few weeks. They will 

continue to skip for 2 minutes each week during PE sessions. At the same time, the children have ‘made a 

difference’ by raising £275.80 for the British Heart Foundation.  

 

The following children have improved their ‘skip’ count and been awarded a Skip2bfit skipping rope. 

Year 1 - Bhavya S, Year 2 - Hannah F, Year 3 - Freya W, Year 4 - Alfie-Jack B, Year 5 - Dylan C 

& Year 6 - Lucy A.  Well done 



 
 

 

CHESS 

Thank you to Mr Lenghan (parent) who has been coming into school to help the children learn how to play 

chess. Knowing that many of us do not know how to play, he has provided the following link with some easy 

instructions to help you get started if you want to join in a game or two with your child: 

http://www.peoriachess.com/files/Chess4life%20Rules%20of%20Chess.pdf. 

 

MAYAN WORKSHOPS Y3/4 

The Theatre Exchange Company are coming in to lead a series of half day workshops for our Y3/4 children on 

Thursday 8th and Friday 9th November. This will help us to enrich the curriculum and give the children 

experiences which bring this ancient period to life. Normal 

uniform is expected and we have asked for a voluntary 

contribution of £6.70 to be paid by 2nd November please. This 

can be done by ParentMail, cash or cheque (payable to HCC). 

 

SUPERHERO REQUEST FOR YR 

After half term, children in reception will be learning about 

superheroes! If you have any old superhero costumes, 

figurines or hosepipes(!) that you would be happy to donate, 

please send them into school. Many thanks.  

 
E-SAFETY 

Our article this week is about parental controls and taken from www.thinkuknow.co.uk:  

 

What do parental controls do? 

These controls are designed to help parents and carers manage their child’s online activities.  There are 

various types, some of which are free but others which can be bought.  However, nothing is totally fool proof 

so they don’t replace the need for adults to support and advise children using the internet. 

For detailed guidance on all the different types of control, you can use this online tool from Internet Matters . 

This gives you the chance to set up a personalised list of the controls used in your home on all your different 

devices.   There is also advice on how to use all the various controls, with videos and step-by-step 

instructions. 

 

What can controls be used for? 

Controls can either be for a device like a games console, or for a network such as your home broadband.  

The way to access device controls can vary according to the manufacturer.   They can offer varying types of 

protection, from filtering out adult content from search results to preventing your child from buying things 

when playing games.    You can generally find instructions on how to set these controls up on the 

http://www.peoriachess.com/files/Chess4life%20Rules%20of%20Chess.pdf
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
http://www.internetmatters.org/controls/interactive-guide/


manufacturer’s website or use the Internet Matters app for help.  These settings will apply whether the device 

is being used in your home our outside – but it’s easy for them to be switched off, so talk to your child about 

trust and responsibility, making sure they understand the importance of why you have put the settings in place. 

Most games consoles come with settings, which can be put in place for either the device itself or the games 

platform.   It’s easy to forget that games consoles allow players to connect to the internet and talk to people 

all over the world so setting controls on devices and the platform itself (such as X Box) is important. 

Broadband and network filters generally come free with your service.  These can be used to prevent material 

coming into your home.  For example, you could restrict anything with a horror or sexual content being 

accessible via your home broadband.   Instructions for accessing these filters can be found on the service 

providers’ websites – look at the bottom of the page to find the “help” or “security” page. 

 

Online controls 

Search engines such as Google, Yahoo and Bing allow users to filter out certain types of search results.  This 

means you can reduce the risk of your child seeing adult content like pornography,   or set limits on the time 

they spend online. Look for the cogwheel “settings” symbol where you will find the options for each provider.  

You can also encourage your child to use safer search facilities, such as SafeSearch Kids from Google. 

Social media and other websites 

As with search engines, social media and sites like YouTube have privacy and security settings.  These can 

prevent your child from being contacted by strangers or from seeing inappropriate material.  It is important to 

remember that content filters cannot prevent other people from sending offensive or inappropriate messages 

or comments to your child’s account, so controlling who can contact your child is a key step. 

 

 

Buying controls 

It is also possible to buy filter programmes.  These can be either solely for filtering purposes, but some virus 

protection software also offer filtering options. 

 

What next? 

 Controls are not a single solution to staying safe online; talking to your children and encouraging 

responsible behaviour is critical. However, controls are a vital first step to helping to protect your 

child online, and here seven simple things you can do to use them effectively: 

 Set up home broadband parental controls and make use of controls on your home broadband. 

 Set controls on your search engine; encourage your child to always use child-friendly search engines, 

and activate and lock the safe search settings on the browsers and platforms they use. 

 Make sure every device is protected. Controls should be installed on every device your child uses, 

such as their mobile phone, tablet and games consoles (both home and handheld). 

 Use privacy settings.  Activate the safety measures offered by different sites; social networking sites 

like Facebook have privacy settings that will help prevent your child seeing unsuitable advertising or 

sharing too much with other people. 

 Block pop-ups. If you’re worried about your children accessing inappropriate content though 

accidentally clicking on adverts in pop-ups, follow the advice from BBCWebwise on how to stop these. 

 Find good sites and agree on them as a family. By talking to your child about their interests you can 

help them find suitable sites to visit and apps to use. Review these sites as they get older. 

 Manage their use and access. Children may be very worried that your response to a problem will be 

to take away their internet access.  Whilst this may be an appropriate response in some cases, the 

threat may be a barrier for a child who needs help.  Be aware of this when talking to them about their 

internet use, and reassure them that they can talk to you or a trusted adult whenever they need to. 

 
ABSENCE REPORTING 

Please try to contact the school by 9.10am if your child is off school for any reason. We have an answerphone 

service for very early mornings as well as online reporting. To make use of the latter, please use the guide 

below: 

Introduction to Schudio App 

Download 



To get the Schudio App go to the App Store on your Apple device or the Google Play store on your Android 

device and search 'Schudio'.  

Also available here:  

Apple App Store /Google Play Store  

 

Setup 

Once you've downloaded the app it couldn't be simpler to use. Open the app and you'll then have to sign up 

by pressing the 'Join Schudio' button. Enter your name, email and a password and press 'Join Now'. You'll then 

be prompted to select from the list of schools which School you wish to have as your school on our App.  

 

Use 

Once you see Potley Hill select from the top left hand menu (3 lines) the bottom item is the Absence 

Reporting link. Select this and complete the absence form. 

 

CURSIVE SCRIPT 

Our school policy is to practise cursive script from the beginning of Year R. This involves the children learning 

to write the letters with a lead-in and a lead-out. Initially each letter is written separately with these features 

and as they become more confident, they are expected to join the majority of letters.  

 
From Year 1 onwards, children are working towards Key Performance indicators (KPIs) in their handwriting: 
Year 1 Begin to form lower-case letters in the 

correct direction, starting and finishing in 

the right place 

Form capital letters 

Year 2 Start using some of the diagonal and 

horizontal strokes needed to join 

letters and understand which letters, 

when adjacent to one another, are 

best left unjoined 

Write capital letters and digits 

of the correct size, orientation 

and relationship to one 

another and to lower-case 

letters 

Use spacing between words that 

reflects the size of the letters 

Year 3 Uses the diagonal and horizontal strokes that 

are needed to join letters and understands 

which letters, when adjacent to one another, 

are best left unjoined 

Year 4 Increase the legibility, consistency and quality of 

their handwriting e.g. is able to maintain fluency 

of writing and has sufficient stamina for typical 

written tasks 

Years 5 & 6 Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed 

by choosing which shape of a letter to use when 

given choices and deciding whether or not to 

join specific letters 

 
Why do we use cursive? 

This link explores the brain and how it relates to cursive handwriting. Some important areas that are 

referenced include findings of changes occurring in the brains that allow a child to overcome motor 

challenges when children are exposed to cursive handwriting. Additionally, the article describes a study in 

which has shown that physical instruction such as cursive handwriting lessons actually changed the participant's 

brain structure. 

http://files.schudio.com/c4df
http://files.schudio.com/1h7g
http://davidsortino.blogs.pressdemocrat.com/10221/brain-research-and-cursive-writing/


 

There is some research indicating cursive handwriting can be a valuable tool for motor control challenges such 

as those who struggle with dyslexia or dysgraphia.  

 

It's been found that there are distinct neural pathways that develop when we physically write letters.  

 

Neuroimaging studies have revealed cognitive processes involving primarily left-hemisphere brain areas that 

are involved in writing tasks, finger writing, and imagined writing. 

 

Practice matters! Quality of handwriting has been shown to enhance writing skills, reading, and learning or 

memory of language. 

 

Cursive handwriting, like printed handwriting becomes more individualistic and develops a personal style, 

especially during Key Stage 2, and as children develop.  

 

There are studies that have shown improved handwriting abilities through use of multi-sensory activities 

(Case-Smith et al., 2012; Keller, 2001; Lust & Donica, 2011). 

 

PLEASE SPEAK TO YOUR CHILD’S CLASSTEACHER IF YOU WOULD LIKE MORE 

GUIDANCE ABOUT SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD WITH HANDWRITING 

 

W/e 12/10/2018 

 

‘TOP HAT OF THE WEEK’ 

 

Child/ren Reason 

Flamingo Brianna-Sage S For using her Yellow thinking hat to describe her great day at 

Birdworld. 

Hummingbird Flynn N For using his White thinking hat on or trip to Birdworld, engaging well 

in our discovery workshop and sharing his knowledge. 

Toucan India-Lilly - M For using her Red thinking hat to say what she liked about others PE 

routines. 

Dolphin Diego G For using his Green thinking hat to produce a sketch of a pencil case 

with colourful shading. 

Narwhal Mia R For using her Green thinking hat to create a detailed DT plan. 

Shark Alisha W For using her Yellow thinking hat and growth mindset to overcome 

her injury and have a fantastic, positive week. 

Leopard Izzy W For using her White thinking hat to review and persevere with tricky 

problems in Maths 

Lion Beth W For using her Yellow & White thinking hats and her enthusiastic 

approach to help plan our assembly. 

Tiger Abigail P For using her White and Yellow thinking hats for her problem solving 

skills in Maths. 

  

 W/e 19th October 

 

‘TOP HAT OF THE WEEK’ 

 

Child/ren Reason 

Caterpillar Richard K For using his White information hat to write a simple sentence using 

the phonics we’ve learnt 

https://www.intechopen.com/books/dyslexia-a-comprehensive-and-international-approach/the-contribution-of-handwriting-and-spelling-remediation-to-overcoming-dyslexia
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23831432
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23831432
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23831432
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fnhum.2014.00155/full
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27431360


Ladybird Zade K-l For using his White information hat to write a simple sentence using 

the phonics we have learnt. 

Flamingo Sienna A For using her White thinking hat to think about what job she would 

have chosen in 1666. 

Hummingbird Albert R For using his White, Green and Red thinking hats to write a detailed 

recount of our trip to Birdworld. 

Toucan Charlie A For using his Blue thinking hat to solve problems in Maths. 

Dolphin Alfie B For using his Yellow thinking hat to have a positive approach to 

improve his hand writing. 

Narwhal Bailey M For using his White thinking hat in every Maths lesson to solve 

problems. 

Shark Marcus H-C For using his Blue thinking hat and considering others feelings at all 

times. 

Leopard Lilly T For using her White thinking hat to make comparisons in guided 

reading. 

Lion Sam Q For using his white and Green thinking hats to edit carefully to 

improve his writing. 

Tiger Archie G For using his Red thinking hat and thinking about his feelings and 

actions and having a positive approach in class this week. 

 

 

CALENDAR DATES 

DATE EVENT 

W/c22nd October Half term week 

Tuesday 30th October M&M Theatre Production: Jack and the Beanstalk 

Thursday 1st November PTA Halloween Disco 

Tuesday 6th November Parent Workshop: You & Me games 

Thursday 8th November Mayan History Workshops for Y3/4 

YR R Gordon Brown Centre Trip 

Friday 9th November Mayan History Workshop for 3\4 

Thursday 15th November Individual photographs 

Tuesday 20th November Parent Workshop: Physical play 

Thursday 22nd November Dolphin Class Assembly 9.10am 

Saturday 24th November PTA Xmas Fair 

Thursday 29th November Tiger Class Assembly 9.10am 

Monday 3rd December YR to Y5 Flu immunisations 

Thursday 6th December Shark Class Assembly 9.10am 

Monday 10th December YR Nativity to rest of school 

Tuesday 11th December YR Nativity to parents at 9.30pm 

Y1/2 Xmas Performance to rest of school at 2pm 

Wednesday 12th December Y1/2 Xmas Performance to parents/carers at 2pm 

Thursday 13th December Y1/2 Xmas Performance to parents/carers at 6.15pm 

W/c Monday 17th December Year Group Xmas parties in the afternoon 

Tuesday 18th December Rock Steady Performance to parents/carers/school at 9.10pm 

Friday 21st December End of Autumn term. School closes at 1pm 

Monday 7th January INSET 

Tuesday 8th January Spring term begins for children 

W/c 18th February Half term week 

Friday 5th April Last day of Spring term 

Monday 22nd April Summer term begins  

Throughout May KS1 testing period 

Friday 3rd May INSET – school closed 



Wednesday 8th May – Friday 10th May Y4 Residential trip (Adventurous Activities) 

W/c Monday 13th May Y6 SATs week 

W/c 27th May Half term week 

W/c Monday 10th June Y1 Phonics testing week 

W/c Monday 8th July to Friday 12th July Y6 Residential to France 

Friday 19th July Last day of Summer term 

Monday 22nd July INSET – school closed 

Tuesday 23rd July INSET – school closed 

 

Reminders.. 
PTA HALLOWEEN DISCO 

The next school disco takes place on Thursday 1st November. 

This year, we are going ‘Halloween themed’ although it is NOT 

compulsory to come in costume! Excitingly, Mr Jordan is also 

taking over as our DJ!! 

 

Reception and Infant Disco 5.30 – 6.45pm and Junior Disco 7.00 

– 8.30pm.   

  

For the first time, we have set up ParentMail payments 

for this event. This will be available shortly. If you would 

still like to pay by cash/cheque please make cheques payable to 

HCC and the office will process your payment for you. 

  

The price, which includes a juice drink (water is available too) 

and sweets, is as follows:- 

  

Reception & Infant tickets are £3.00 each. Years 3 to 6, 

tickets are £3.50 each. 

Glow bands will be on sale at the disco at 20p each. 

The PTA will be continuing with a ‘ticket-free’ system so parents please be aware that you will not receive 

anything prior to the disco – names will be ticked off when children arrive. 

  

A gentle reminder that children are not allowed mobile phones at the disco. 

  

To run this event we need 15 adult helpers for each disco.  Please indicate on the reply slip if you are able to 

help and a specific job will be allocated.  Unfortunately we cannot allow younger children to attend while you 

help as your full attention will be needed for the pupils attending the disco.  Parents are politely asked not to 

stay unless they are helping. You can alternatively email the PTA at pta@potleyhill.hants.sch.uk with your 

details.  

  

Thank you for your continued support, The PTA. 

 
 

 

 
              

           

Email: adminoffice@potleyhill.hants.sch.uk www.potleyhill.hants.sch.uk 
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