
 
Bulletin 20th December 2019 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

XMAS FAIR 

Our annual Christmas Fair took place on Friday 29th November and raised 

£2485.32. We were also fortunate to receive an additional donation of £2604.90 

from the Co-op in Yateley at the end of last month.  

The class who produced the most Christmas Crackers was Flamingo Class – Well 

Done.  The Children’s Prize drawer winners were Teddy N & Jessica B.  
 

BOOKS FOR SCHOOLS 

We only have until Saturday 18th January 2020 to collect the 3500 tokens needed to be able to claim our free 

books! Please keep sending these into school.  
 

ATTENDANCE FOR DECEMBER 

Our target for the 19/20 for all pupils across the school is 97% and has understandably dropped to 96.41%. As 

you can see, the Autumn bugs have continued this month – we are a poorly lot! Well done to Shark Class for 

beating the majority of the germs; what a healthy bunch! 

 

SOCKS PLEASE 

In the Spring Term, as part of their D.T unit, Yr 5 & 6 will be making toys.  Please could you send in to school 

any clean odd socks that you no longer require because they have lost their partner.  All sizes accepted as we 

need lots of them there are 91 pupils in Yr 5/6!  Thank you for your continued support. 
 

OUTDOOR LEARNING 

During the Spring term, our first three classes (half classes, while other half cook) will be embarking on our 

outdoor learning programme. Toucans will be spending Tuesday afternoons outside, Dolphins on Wednesdays 

and Leopards on Thursdays. We will be asking affected children to bring in a change of warm clothes – the 

saying goes that there is no poor weather, only poor clothing! At this chilly time of the year, layers are always 

preferable over one thick jumper (as you would when ski-ing!).  

The format of our sessions will usually be: 

 Welcome in a round 

 Circle games 

 Up to 3 carousel activities focusing on nature and the environment 

 Story with hot chocolate 

We will shortly be installing a wooden ‘lodge’ for the children to use during this time and this will be situated 

in the far corner of the YR area, next to the pond. We will also be getting our fire pit up-and-running in 

January - so hopefully some of our stories will take place around the camp fire.  

Over time, we are hoping to make more use of the Heathland and surrounding areas so will be looking for any 

interested parties as volunteers.  

EYFS & KS1 Classes Attendance 

Butterflies  94.51% 

Toucans 93.09% 

Flamingos 89.48% 

Hummingbirds 93.63% 

  

  

KS2 Classes Attendance 

Turtles 89.44% 

Sharks 97.19% 

Dolphins 93.29% 

Leopards 92.84% 

Lions 91.52% 

Tigers 95.24% 

tel:+44248532


Suggested Winter Clothing for Outdoor Learning 

 

A warm, waterproof 

jacket 

 

Warm, rugged boots. If 

wellies, then two pairs of 

socks 

 

A long sleeved t-

shirt/polo shirt 

 

A warm hat 

 

Long, waterproof 

trousers 

 

A pair of gloves 

 

A further warm 

top/fleece 

  

 

PARENT SUPPORT ARTICLES 

“This Christmas, Give Young Children Your Presence, Not Your Presents” 

 

More than a month before Christmas, the stores already are filled with Christmas displays and holiday Carols 

play over the sound system. Meanwhile, topping the wish lists of children between 5 and 16 is the Apple iPad, 

followed closely by a half dozen other high-tech – and high-cost – gadgets. 

 

It’s no wonder that the expectations of a commercialised Christmas fray not only the budget, but also the 

patience of many households. But are these wallet-busting gadgets really what children, particularly young 

children, most want (and need) from their parents during the holiday season? 

 

Children Benefit From Quality Time with Parents 

Child development experts tell us that what our children most want and need is a far cry from the big-ticket 

items on their letters to Santa. Instead, as the old saying goes, what children most need is your presence, not 

your presents. 

 

In their book Unplug the Christmas Machine, Jo Robinson and Jean Coppock Staeheli offer some useful tips for 

making Christmas a “joyful, stress-free” time for the family. They suggest four “gifts” that parents can provide: 

 

1. A relaxed and loving time with family. Children need relaxed attention – when their parents slow 

down and devote quality time to them. This might mean playing a board game, working together on a 

jigsaw puzzle, or on baking a cake. For other families, it could mean taking blankets outside on a clear 

night to look for stars, or going for a walk. No matter how your family does it, enjoyable time 

together helps to build the bonds between parents and children that promote optimal childhood 

development. 

 

2. Realistic expectations about gifts. For children (and adults!), the excitement of the holidays is bound up 

with the anticipation of gifts. No doubt, children also like to have their expectations met. But it is a 

gift, Robinson and Staeheli tell us, when parents help children learn to manage their expectations. For 



some families, this means a three present limit – one each for body, mind and soul. In other families, 

children learn that Santa’s gift must fit inside a stocking. Parents also help to manage holiday stress by 

re-examining our own feelings about spending during the holidays. We give children a gift when we 

help them understand how much is “enough” when it comes to presents. 

 

3. An evenly paced holiday season. The current commercialised Christmas season extends from the first 

of November through Christmas day. For many young children, this is way too long, and they are left 

overwhelmed and unable to appreciate the sights and sounds of Christmas. Robinson and Staeheli 

suggest that parents dictate their own schedule for the season: Consider tuning in the Christmas music 

on December 15th, setting up the tree the following week-end, and stretching the season to New 

Year’s Day. 

 

4. Reliable family traditions. When adults look back at their most memorable Christmases as children, it’s 

not the gifts that they remember. Instead, it’s what they did as a family, like decorating the house, 

attending Christmas Eve church services, helping to serve a meal at the soup kitchen, or visiting their 

cousins. Kids remember the traditions, not the gifts, and we help them to make enduring memories by 

establishing family traditions. 

 

Children Benefit from a Safe and Loving Environment 

To these four gifts, we would add another: the greatest gift that parents can give their children this, or any, 

time of the year is the feeling of love and security. Counseling psychologist Judith Safford reminds us that love 

is a child’s “most elementary and important” psychological need. A loving parental relationship builds an 

environment of trust in which a child can thrive. 

 

A parent’s love and adoration teaches a small child that he is unique and important. When parents impart 

feelings of security and self-worth, they give their child the gift of a solid lifetime foundation based on positive 

early development. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

A big congratulations goes to Mrs Smith (Miss Bucknell) and her husband on 

the birth of their first little girl – Rosie Ellen Brie Smith. She arrived on 

Sunday weighing 7lb 9oz and both mum and daughter are doing well. I am 

sure that the children will look forward to a visit next term! 

 

TIMES TABLE ROCKSTARS 

Please continue to encourage your children to practise their times tables 

facts via TTRockstars. The National Curriculum requires children to know 

all facts up to 12 x 12 and the related division facts by the end of Y4 in 

order to achieve ‘expected standard’. Little and often practice is the best! 

At the top of our school leaderboard currently stands, unsurprisingly, four 

Y6 children: 

1. Beth W: average speed 0.98 seconds per question 

2. Henry W: average speed 1.10 seconds per question 

3. Leuan G: average speed 1.13 seconds per question 

4. Lily T: average speed 1.15 seconds per question 

 

Due to some children not practising enough, we have slipped in the local school leaderboard to 17th with an 

average speed of 6.22. Hawley Primary is 1st on 3.63, Newlands Primary is currently 8th on 4.39 and Cranford 

Park is 11th on 5.14. Come on Potley Pupils!!!! 

 

E-SAFETY 

Our guide this week comes from National Online Safety and is about how to engage and guide your children 

through ‘gaming’: 



 



PETER PAN COMES TO POTLEY 

 
 

Well done to the staff for their interesting rendition of “Peter Pan” today. As usual, it was a bit hit with the 

children! 

 

LEAD LEARNERS  

In line with our Jigsaw theme of ‘Celebrating Differences in Autumn 2, our weekly lead learner awards were 

linked to the weekly themes within this topic: 

 
 

w/c 29/11/2019 

 
TRY TO 

SOLVE 
PROBLEMS 

 

 

w/c 6/12/2019 

 
TRY TO USE 

KIND WORDS 

 

w/c 13/12/2019 

 
KNOW HOW TO GIVE 

AND RECEIVE 
COMPLIMENTS 

 

   
Butterfly  Butterfly Sienna T Butterfly Cooper N 

Flamingo Cleo L Flamingo Cassius T Flamingo Robyn 

Hummingbird Oscar W Hummingbird Evelyn D Hummingbird Alice L 

Toucan Lucy M Toucan Logan M Toucan Sophie G 

Dolphin Brandon B Dolphin Miri C Dolphin Jessica B 

Shark William B Shark Joe G Shark Alisha W 

Turtle Riley M Turtle Edward l Turtle Jessica P 

Leopard Mia G Leopard Erin T-M Leopard Cruz C 

Lion Keeleigh H Lion Olivia C Lion Evie S 

Tiger Alice k Tiger Evie S Tiger Melisa K 

 

STEP BADGE WINNERS 

Well done to Teddy N (YR), Scarlett M (Y1), Lara M (Y2), Emily J (Y3), Liam G (Y4), Lewis D (Y5), Leuan G 

(Y6) for achieving their STEP award for good manners and politeness.  



 

TERMLY AWARDS 

Bailey Cup For creative thinking Henry W (Y6) 

Barratt Trophy For excellent progress Beatrice F (Y4) 

Fletcher Award Maths For progress in maths Alisha W (Y4) 

Fletcher Award Writing For progress in writing Jonathan H (Y3) 

Kaufman Cup For citizenship Grace S (Y1) 

Roedel & Cullington For giving 100% Oboni H (Y6) 

 

 

DATE EVENT 

Friday 20th December Last day of Autumn term.  

Staff panto to children.  

Finish at 1pm 

Monday 6th January 2020 INSET – school closed to pupils 

Tuesday 7th January  First day of Spring term 

Tuesday 28th January Winter Warmers event for children @ 3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Thursday 13th February School Disco 

W/c Monday 17th February February Half term holiday 

Thursday 27th February NSPCC Assemblies and workshops 

Monday 2nd March Information Evening for Y4 Ufton Court Residential 6pm 

Wednesday 18th March YR & KS1 Movie Night 3.30pm – 5pm 

Wednesday 25th March KS2 Movie Night 3.30pm – 5pm 

Tuesday 31st March Y3/4 Performance to school 

Wednesday 1st April Y3/4 Performance to parents @ 1.45pm 

Thursday 2nd April Y3/4 Performance to parents @ 6.15pm 

Friday 3rd April Last day of Spring term 

W/c Monday 6th April to Friday 17th April Easter Holiday 

Monday 20th April First day of Summer term 

Monday 27th till Wednesday 29th April Y4 History Residential to Ufton Court 

Friday 8th May Bank Holiday 

Tuesday 12th May Class photographs 

W/c 18th May Portals to the Past – Yr 5/6 

W/c Monday 25th May May Half term holiday 

Friday 17th July Last day of Summer term. Finish at 1pm 

NB 20th, 21st and 22nd July All INSET days. No children in school.  

 

Reminders…… 

 

 

 
              

           

Email: adminoffice@potleyhill.hants.sch.uk www.potleyhill.hants.sch.uk
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