
 
Bulletin 21st December 2018 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

CHILDREN WITH AUTISM 

Following our review of our Behaviour Policy recently, we will be including some information about different 

conditions and how these might affect certain children in the school. This week, I have focused on Autism. 

Current research indicates that 1 child in every 80 may be on the autistic spectrum. The following information 

is taken from The National Autistic Society: 

 

What is autism?  

People with autism have said that the world to them is a mass of people, places and events which they struggle 

to make sense of, which can cause them considerable stress and anxiety. In particular, understanding and 

relating to other people and taking part in everyday family and social life may be harder for them. Many people 

appear to know, intuitively, how to communicate and interact with each other, while people with autism might 

find this particularly difficult. Autism is a lifelong developmental disability. It is part of the ‘autism spectrum’ and 

can also be referred to as an autism spectrum disorder, or an ASD. The word ‘spectrum’ is used because, 

while all people with autism share three main areas of difficulty, their condition may affect them in very 

different ways. The three main areas of difficulty which all children and young people on the autism spectrum 

share are:  

 difficulty with social communication  

 difficulty with social interaction  

 difficulty with social imagination.  

This is known as the triad of impairments. Autism is an ‘invisible’ disability – you cannot necessarily tell 

someone has it from looking at them. Parents of children with autism often say that people simply think their 

child is naughty.  

 

Difficulty with social communication  

Children and young people on the autism spectrum may have difficulties with both verbal and non-verbal 

communication. Some may have a very literal understanding of language, thinking people always mean exactly 

what they say, or find it difficult to express themselves emotionally and socially. They may find it difficult to use 

or understand:  

 gestures, facial expressions or tone of voice  

 jokes and sarcasm  

 common phrases and sayings, such as ‘Watch yourself!’ which might be used to warn someone against 

a nearby hazard, but taken literally as an instruction telling the person to look at themselves.  

Whilst some may be non-verbal and choose to use alternative means of communication, others may have good 

language skills but find it hard to understand the give-and-take nature of conversations. They may repeat what 

the other person has just said (known as echolalia) or not recognise when the other person is bored.  

 

Difficulty with social interaction  

People with autism often have difficulty recognising or understanding other people’s emotions and feelings, and 

expressing their own. This can make it more difficult for them to fit in socially. Many children and young 

people with autism will want to be sociable, but have difficulty with initiating and sustaining friendships. They 

may:  

 not understand normal social behaviour, which is intuitive for others – for example, they may stand 

too close to their peers or start what may be considered to be an inappropriate subject of 

conversation  



 appear to be insensitive because they have not recognised how someone else is feeling  

 prefer to spend more time alone than with others > not seek comfort in expected ways or become 

withdrawn, disinterested and appear aloof > appear to behave ‘strangely’ or not according to social 

expectations. 

 

Difficulty with social imagination  

Social imagination allows us to understand and predict other people’s behaviour, make sense of abstract ideas 

and to predict and adapt to change. Difficulties with social imagination must not be confused with a lack of 

imagination. Many children and young people on the autism spectrum can be very creative. Difficulty with 

social imagination means that people with autism can find it hard to:  

 understand and interpret other people’s thoughts, feelings and actions  

 predict what will or could happen next > understand the concept of danger, for example that leaving a 

safe playground and running onto a busy road may pose a threat to them  

 engage in social imaginative play and activities - children with autism may appear to be taking part in 

imaginative play, but could be repeatedly acting out scenes  

 prepare for change > cope in new or unfamiliar situations. 

 

Need for routine  

Children and young people with autism often prefer to have their own fixed routine as it helps them to make 

sense of the world around them. It can be more helpful for them to use a routine they have created 

themselves or which has been mutually agreed, rather than one which has been imposed on them for 

convenience. Rules and rituals can also be important and it may be difficult for a person with autism to take a 

new approach to something. Children and young people on the autism spectrum will cope better with change 

if they are prepared for it in advance.  

 

Sensory sensitivities  

Children and young people with autism may experience some form of sensory sensitivity. This can occur in 

one or more of the seven senses – sight, sound, smell, touch, taste, balance and body awareness. Their senses 

can be intensified (hypersensitive) or under-sensitive (hyposensitive). The degree of difficulty varies from one 

individual to another and according to other factors such as mood and levels of stress and stimuli. For 

example, a child or young person with autism may find certain background sounds, which their peers are able 

to ignore or block out, unbearably loud or distracting. This can cause stress and anxiety or even physical pain 

and may affect their behaviour in the school environment. People who are hyposensitive may not feel pain or 

extremes of temperature. Some may rock, spin or flap their hands to stimulate sensation, to help with balance 

and posture or to deal with stress. This can make them appear odd and they stand out to those without 

understanding. Some people may have a hyposensitive body awareness system, making it harder for them to 

navigate rooms and avoid obstructions or stand at an appropriate distance from others. They may appear to 

be clumsy and have difficulty carrying out ‘fine motor’ tasks such as handwriting and tying shoelaces. 

 

Highly-focused interests  

Many children and young people with autism have intense interests. These can change over time or be lifelong, 

and can be anything from Lego, animals or a particular TV programme to trains, music or computers. Some 

may eventually be able to work or study in related areas. Highly-focused interests can often be used to 

differentiate a given piece of work so that it motivates that child or young person to learn. They can also be 

used as a focus for a reward chart or system.  

 

Learning disabilities  

People with autism may have learning disabilities, which can affect all aspects of their lives, from studying in 

school to learning how to carry out basic personal care. As with autism, people can have different ‘degrees’ of 

learning disability, so some may be able to live fairly independently with support, while others may require 

lifelong and specialist support. However, all children and young people with autism can, and do, learn and 

develop with the right sort of support.  

 

 



Asperger syndrome (AS)  

Asperger syndrome is a form of autism. Children and young people with Asperger syndrome have fewer 

problems with language and are often of average, or above average, intelligence. They do not usually have 

accompanying learning disabilities, but may have a specific learning difficulty. Whilst not necessarily needing 

academic support, children and young people with Asperger syndrome will need consistent and focused 

guidance with the social aspects of school life. For further information, see www.autism.org.uk/asperger.  

 

Pathological Demand Avoidance (PDA)  

Children and young people with PDA share difficulties with others on the autism spectrum in social aspects of 

interaction, communication and imagination. However, the central difficulty for people with PDA is the way 

they are driven to avoid demands and expectations. This is because they have an anxiety-based need to be in 

control. Children and young people with PDA seem to have better social understanding and communication 

skills than others on the spectrum and are able to use this to their advantage. For further information please 

see www.autism.org.uk/pda and www.pdasociety.org.uk.  

 

Other conditions sometimes associated with autism  

These include attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) (www.autism.org.uk/adhd), dyslexia 

(www.nhs.uk/Conditions/Dyslexia) and dyspraxia (www.dyspraxiafoundation.org.uk/about-dyspraxia). 

 

Recognising autism  

Pupils on the autism a spectrum may: 

 have obsessions  

 experience anxiety  

 lack awareness of danger  

 show ritualistic or repetitive play and behaviour, such as always lining toys up in a particular order  

 have inappropriate eye contact  

 have difficulty with communicating (some children may not talk at all)  

 not draw others' attention to objects or events  

 have difficulty relating to others - making and keeping friendships  

 have difficulty with engaging in imaginative play (although this may not be the case for children with 

Pathological Demand Avoidance)  

 resist change or dislike doing things differently  

 be hypersensitive or hyposensitive to sound, light or other sensory input  

 enjoy spinning objects 

 flap their hands  

 behave in a self-injurious way, for example biting, pinching, kicking or pica (putting inedible items in the 

mouth) 

 behave aggressively towards other children due to underlying anxieties or sensory sensitivities.  

 appear to be of an average or above average intelligence, but unable to use it academically  

 

A child does not need to show all these signs to be diagnosed as being on the autism spectrum and some 

children who do not have autism may exhibit some of these behaviours. Children and young people with 

autism can display different behaviour at home to when they are at school. This is often because of underlying 

anxiety that has built throughout the school day. They feel comfortable within their home environment and 

know that they are fully accepted. Here is where they are able to release any frustrations they have been 

feeling at school. 

GIRLS are often undiagnosed in the primary years and a fascinating video of Professor Tony Attwood talking 

about this topic is available via https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wfOHnt4PMFo.  

 

RECEPTION CLASS REQUEST 

If you have any ‘dressing gowns or pyjama’s’ your children no longer use, the two reception classes would like 

to make use of them in their ‘Role play areas’.  Thank you. 

 

http://www.autism.org.uk/asperger
http://www.pdasociety.org.uk/
http://www.autism.org.uk/adhd
http://www.nhs.uk/Conditions/Dyslexia
http://www.dyspraxiafoundation.org.uk/about-dyspraxia
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wfOHnt4PMFo


UNIFORM 

Can we please remind you that all pupils should wear the correct uniform to school at all times, this includes 

black school shoes, not black trainers, thank you for your continued cooperation. 

 

E-SAFETY 

This week, we have included another parent guide from www.nationalonlinesafety.com:  MINECRAFT. If 

this is an App that your child uses, please take note of the potential issues and advice for parents in order to 

minimize the risks. 

 

http://www.nationalonlinesafety.com/


 

 

‘HEADTEACHER TERMLY AWARDS’ 

 

Child/ren Reason 

Caterpillar Reyon S 

Robyn H 

100% effort in everything he does 

Fantastic progress in her first term and having a lovely, sunny 

disposition! 

Ladybird Lucas R 

Elsie-May F 

Working really hard to manage his feelings and grow in confidence 

Fantastic effort and progress in her first term 

Flamingo Owen D 

Sophia B 

Great improvement with his concentration and learning 

Improved confidence and progress this year 

Hummingbird Flynn N 

Sophie C 

Always being positive and persevering with all work 

Gaining in confidence and having a positive attitude to all learning 

Toucan Murphy B 

 

Indie-Ana E 

Always having a positive attitude and showing great resilience towards 

his learning 

Always giving 100% effort to anything she puts her mind to 

Dolphin Alfie B 

Lilly M 

A conscientious approach to all his learning this term 

Persevering in all learning opportunities and giving 100% at all times 

Narwhal Fotios T 

 

Lucy M 

Making wonderful progress in his learning and always having a smile for 

everyone 

Showing great enthusiasm in every part of her learning 

Shark Arjun P 

Miri C 

An excellent start to Y3 in all subjects 

Improved confidence in all aspects of school life 

Leopard Owen W 

Oboni H 

Trying hard to meet the high expectations in Y6 

Always trying her best and working really hard 

Lion Liam A 

Scarlett TM 

His positive outlook and enthusiastic attitude 

Her ‘I can’ attitude and 100% effort 

Tiger Leuan G 

Isabel P 

Showing great effort in all of his learning 

Always being mature and polite – she is a pleasure to have in Tiger 

Class 

 

OTHER AWARDS 

Well done to the following children who received STEP awards for 

consistent good manners:  

Kayden K-W, Oscar W, Albert R, Caden E, Charley C-J, Chloe W, Lucy A 

 

Our termly trophies were awarded to: 

Barrett Trophy (for excellent progress): Ethan S (Y3) 

Kaufmann Cup (for citizenship): Emily D (Y2) 

Bailey Cup (for creative thinking): Beth W (Y5) 

Fletcher Cup (Boys’ writing): Ethan H (Y3) 

Fletcher Cup (Girls’ maths): Udita S (Y4) 

Roedel & Cullington Cup (for giving 100% effort): Joseph M (Y4) 

 

POSSIBLE REDUCTION TO PUPIL ADMISSION NUMBER 

(PAN) IN SEPTEMBER 2020 

We are currently consulting on reducing our current PAN of 45 (one and a 

half classes) in YR to 30 (one class) for 2020. This is due to a number of factors including potential budget 

deficits in the future and the fact that we continue to take a significant proportion of pupils from out of 

catchment and, in some cases, out of County. Without these additional children, we would have surplus spaces 

in every year group on our current PAN and indeed currently have lower numbers in Years 1 and 2. Whilst 



this is lovely for children and teachers, it is not a sustainable position considering issues with school funding at 

the present time. The County always considers capacity across each particular area and, within Yateley as a 

whole, there are surplus places in other nearby schools.  

 

This change will not affect any children currently in the school and our Admission Policy will have the same 

oversubscription criteria as it does now: 

When the school is oversubscribed, after the admission of pupils with an Education, Health and Care plan 

naming the school, priority for admission will be given to children in the following priority order:  

 

1. Looked after children or children who were previously looked after.  

 

2. (For applications in the normal admission round only) Children or families with an exceptional medical 

and/or social need. Supporting evidence from a professional is required such as a doctor and/or consultant for 

medical needs or a social worker, health visitor, housing officer, the police or probation officer for social 

needs. This evidence must confirm the child or family’s medical or social need and why that need(s) makes it 

essential that the child attends Potley Hill Primary School rather than any other. If evidence is not submitted 

by the application deadline, the medical and/or social need cannot be considered. 

 

3. Children of staff who have, (1) been employed at Potley Hill Primary School for two or more years at the 

time at which the application for admission to the school is made, or (2) have been recruited to fill a vacant 

post for which there is a demonstrable skill shortage.  

 

4. Children living in the catchment area of Potley Hill Primary School who at the time of application have a 

sibling on the roll of Potley Hill Primary School who will still be on roll at the time of admission.  

 

5. Other children living in the catchment area of Potley Hill Primary School. 

 

6. Children living out of the catchment area who at the time of application have a sibling on the roll of Potley 

Hill Primary School who will still be on roll at the time of admission. [Where a sibling was allocated a place at 

the school in the normal admission round in a previous year because the child was displaced from the 

catchment school for their address, the application will be considered under 4, above, subject to the siblings 

still living in the catchment area for the school from which they were displaced. In future normal admissions 

rounds a younger sibling will be considered to have been displaced where they were allocated a place at Potley 

Hill Primary School under this criterion as a consequence of their elder sibling’s displacement and are still 

living in the catchment area for the school from which they were displaced]. 

 

7. Other children. 

 

If you would like to find out more and put forward your views, full details can be found 

at: https://www.hants.gov.uk/aboutthecouncil/haveyoursay/consultations/schooladmissionsarrangements2020 

If you wish to comment on these proposed admission arrangements, please 

email admissions.team@hants.gov.uk by Friday 25 January 2019. 

Upon the conclusion of the consultation period, all responses will be considered carefully and a report will be 

presented to the Executive Lead Member for Education prior to the determination deadline on 28 February 

2019. 

 

WELCOME TO READING UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 

We are pleased to welcome two Reading University trainee teachers to the school for the next six weeks on 

their final practice before qualifying! Miss Clayton will be working alongside Mrs Bellingall in Y5/6 whilst Miss 

Rogers-Coltman will be working alongside Miss Boxall in Hummingbird Class.  

 

 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/aboutthecouncil/haveyoursay/consultations/schooladmissionsarrangements2020
mailto:admissions.team@hants.gov.uk


 

CAR PARK 

Once again, a number of parents have highlighted to us the dangerous manoeuvres being undertaken by other 

parents/carers/family members in the car parks. Please do not park in the middle of lower car park as this is 

causing children to walk across it, rather than using the pathways provided. It also stops other campus users 

from exiting their spaces and therefore increases the likelihood of congestion. There are also a number of 

drivers who are ignoring the arrow signage at the upper car park by the Leisure Centre and are exiting the 

wrong way while other users are entering the lanes, potentially causing some head on collisions. Drop off and 

pick up times are always busy periods but please show consideration and care towards fellow parents and put 

the safety of all children as the priority please.  

 

WELLBEING AWARD 

We are due to undertake our accreditation in January and would appreciate further feedback from parents 

about different aspects of the award. Mrs Samuel had to resort to chocolates on the playground the last time 

she undertook a parental survey and since it is likely to be very chilly in January, we would appreciate if 

parents could fill in the survey online for us instead! Your feedback really does help us to decide on certain 

priorities and improvements which can only benefit your children in the long run!  

 

These are the aspects we have been working on over the last few terms: 

* Introduction of Wellbeing Champions on the playground – these are children who have been trained to help      

children with peer mediation 

* Whole school participation in Children’s Mental Health Week 

* New school behaviour policy 

* A nurture nook created providing space for social skills/nurture activities 

* ‘Massage for Children’ training delivered to the whole school 

* Use of our HLTA to deliver targeted programmes to vulnerable pupils 

* Whole school ‘LifeSkills’ Week held focusing on health and wellbeing 

* ‘Lego Therapy’ introduced as an intervention for some children 

* Whole school assemblies and circle times focusing on emotional mental health and wellbeing 

* Regular updates in the bulletin on what parents can do to support their children at home 

* Daily Mile introduced to promote physical fitness and resilience 

* Therapeutic Story Writing groups 

* Participation in events held by CAMHS including body image workshops and the ‘Great Big Bunting Off’ 

focusing on celebrating our differences 

* A new vision statement reflecting the school ethos: ‘Dream big, aim high and make a difference’ 

* Informal appointments available with Mrs Elkins to support parents 

* Parent/child workshops on how to play 

* Swimming being introduced across the whole of Key Stage 2 

* A focus on oracy across the curriculum to be addressed next term 

 

 

BUCKETFILLING 

I am sure that the most precious present you could receive this 

Christmas would be a lovely, happy holiday with the opportunity to 

enjoy your families! Hopefully, the children will take the opportunity 

to make sure that your ‘buckets’ are all filled with all the kind things 

that they could help you with at this time of year. Please send in any 

examples to adminoffice@potleyhill.hants.sch.uk in the new year for 

a shout out in our next bulletin.  

 

LEARNING HIGH FREQUENCY WORDS IN Y1 & 2 

One of the Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) for Y1 and Y2 is to ensure children are able to read and spell 

the most common words in the English language. We currently use ‘Monster Phonics’ for introducing different 

sounds and letter combinations to children in YR, 1 and 2. Below is an advert taken from the Monster Phonics 

mailto:adminoffice@potleyhill.hants.sch.uk


website with links to an App for practising these key words, should any children and parents be interested.  

They would also be useful to any children in Years 3 and 4 who have not yet mastered all 300 words.  

 

 
 

 

 



W/C 11/12/2018 

 

‘TOP HAT OF THE WEEK’ 

 

Child/ren Reason 

Caterpillar Grace S For using her White information hat to make excellent progress with 

her reading. 

Ladybird Ava F. For using her White thinking hat to do amazing addition sums. 

Flamingo Owen D For using his Green thinking hat to sing a beautiful solo in our 

Christmas production. 

Hummingbird Evie T-L For using her Green thinking hat to write a creative fairy tale with a 

twist. 

Toucan Ryley B For using his White thinking hat and phonics knowledge to read all the 

problems in Maths. 

Dolphin Udita S For constantly using her Blue thinking hat to think carefully about her 

learning, reflecting and improving it successfully. 

Narwhal Sienna G For using her Green thinking hat to write interesting snowflake making 

instructions. 

Shark Miri C For using her Green thinking hat to create and describe a very 

interesting insect. 

Leopard Chloe W For u sing her White thinking hat, in recent testing to improve her 

Grammar and punctuation score. 

Lion Megan W For using her Yellow and Blue thinking hats and enthusiastic attitude to 

work successfully in a new team. 

Tiger Faye M For using her Green thinking hat and demonstrating her extremely 

impressive DT skills this week. 

 

 

W/c 17/12/2018 

 

‘TOP HAT OF THE WEEK’ 

 

Child/ren Reason 

Caterpillar Kristen T For using her Red ‘feelings’ thinking hat for improved confidence. 

Ladybird Scarlett M For using her Red thinking hat to become more confident in class. 

Flamingo   

Hummingbird Hollie H For using her Black and Yellow thinking hats to effectively edit her 

twisted fairy tale. 

Toucan Aaman C For using his Blue thinking hat to edit his story independently. 

Dolphin Joseph W For using his Blue thinking hat to carefully think about how to 

successfully make a circuit work. 

Narwhal Ralph W For using his White and Red thinking hats to be part of a successful 

team in computing. 

Shark Ava R For using her Red thinking hat to talk about her feelings and continue 

to smile all week. 

Leopard Finnley N For using his White and Green hats and thinking logically, when 

completing his work on co-ordinates 



Lion Liam A For using his White & Green thinking hat to create an imaginative 

electric game in DT. 

Tiger Tahia R For using her Blue and Yellow thinking hats – for her fast improvement 

in Reading this term. 

 

 

  
CALENDAR DATES 

DATE EVENT 

Monday 7th January INSET 

Tuesday 8th January Spring term begins for children 

W/c 18th February Half term week 

Tuesday 2nd April Parent Consultations 4-6.30pm 

Wednesday 3rd April Parent Consultations 4-6.30pm 

Friday 5th April Last day of Spring term 

Monday 22nd April Summer term begins  

Throughout May KS1 testing period 

Friday 3rd May INSET – school closed 

Wednesday 8th May – Friday 10th May Y4 Residential trip (Adventurous Activities) 

W/c Monday 13th May Y6 SATs week 

W/c 27th May Half term week 

W/c Monday 10th June Y1 Phonics testing week 

W/c Monday 8th July to Friday 12th July Y6 Residential to France 

Friday 19th July Last day of Summer term 

Monday 22nd July INSET – school closed 

Tuesday 23rd July INSET – school closed 

 

Reminders.. 
School starts back on TUESDAY 8th January for the children.  

 

 
              

           

Email: adminoffice@potleyhill.hants.sch.uk www.potleyhill.hants.sch.uk 
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