
 
Bulletin 21st September 2018 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

COLOUR TEAM CAPTAINS 

Well done to all the Year 6 pupils who put themselves forward to represent the colour teams as captains; 

Congratulations go to the following pupils who have been voted in by the year groups. 

RED – Isla C-J & Matthew J, BLUE – Poppy P & Sam Q, GREEN – Archie G & Natalia G, YELLOW – Izzy 

W & Alex W. 

 

OPEN MORNINGS AT POTLEY     

Our first Open morning is taking place next Friday 28th September at 9.15am with the following one before 

half term on the afternoon of Tuesday 9th October at 2pm. Current parents with children due to start YR in 

September 2019 are welcome to attend.  

 

EARLYBIRD CLUB 

Can we please remind you that if you require a space for your child/ren in the Earlybird club any day of the 

week you need to book by 4 pm the previous day or by 4pm Friday if booking for Mondays.  Numbers are 

increasing for these places and we need to know in advance if two members of staff are required to cover the 

number of children attending.  Thank you. 

 

DREAM BIG, AIM HIGH & MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

At Potley, our motto is: Dream Big, Aim High & 

Make a Difference. This links with our work on 

improving resilience and respect, helping others as 

well as always striving to do our best. This term, 

children are focusing on the key values that support 

this vision in assemblies and have hopefully come 

home and tried to ‘fill your buckets’ by carrying out 

thoughtful acts and giving you lots of compliments! Our seven key values are: 

 Co-operation 

 Friendship  

 Compassion 

 Happiness 

 Endeavour 

 Tolerance 

 Respect 

 

READING AT HOME 

In YR and KS1, children should be reading 4 xs per week for 15 minutes. This should be with an adult to 

ensure that the text is understood and that vocabulary is discussed. Parents/Carers should sign each read. 

Children will be awarded a maximum of 7 reads per week (one each day). 

 

In KS2, children who remain on colour coded books should continue to read 4 xs per week to an adult for 

15 minutes each time. Children who are ‘free readers’ can opt to read to themselves up to 3x per week but 



must spend 15 minutes continuing to read to an adult at least once per week. They should also make a note 

of any vocabulary that they do not understand in their reading records so this can be discussed. Free readers 

can sign/initial their own reads but must get an adult to sign when they have been read to. As above, children 

will be awarded a maximum of 7 reads per week.  

 

Any children who fulfil the criteria for number of reads per week will be entered into our prize draw during 

our Friday celebration assembly.  

 

We have kept our recommended reading lists on our website for any parents looking for appropriate age-

related texts. However, we will be shortly be altering how children are rewarded for reading a range of 

genre.  Each year group will have some reading bingo sheets stuck into their books: these contain different 

types of genre, places to read, authors etc. Children will be awarded a smiley face/merit for each horizontal 

line they complete with our popular bronze, silver and gold owl badges being handed out for completing a 

certain number of sheets. We hope that this will help to encourage a broader range of reading, particularly 

in KS2 where a good range of different text types and contexts are needed to meet the objectives for each 

year group.  

 

MENTAL HEALTH AND WELLBEING 

Hampshire CAMHS and Hart & Rushmoor Supporting Families have organised one of their Parent & Carer 

Events (PACE) at the Rushmoor Borough Council offices in Farnborough, on Thursday 

27th September, from 11.00am – 6.45pm. 

  

This is a free event is organised by Hampshire CAMHS and supported by Rushmoor & Hart Supporting 

Families. 

We are acutely aware that the mental health and wellbeing of children and young people is a constant concern 

for parents and staff, and this day of workshops and information stands, Help, Advice, and Support from local 

and national organisations and agencies, has been designed to increase confidence and knowledge in managing 

potential concerns. 

  

Workshops will include: 

Sexual Health and Relationships                 Supporting a child with eating difficulties                

Challenging Behaviour                                          Crisis and Self-Harm 

Supporting a child who is being bullied      Substance misuse                                                       

Anxiety Management Gender Identity 

Supporting a child with Body Image and Self-esteem difficulties 

 

 Please check your emails from ParentMail as a flyer with more information has already been sent home.  
 

 

PHONICS IN YR 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/advice-for-

parents/reading-at-home/phonics-made-easy/  

 

First time parents for children in YR? We have included some 

information about phonics, along with some good links for 

you here. ‘Say the sounds’ will allow you to hear all of the 44 

different sounds with the correct pronunciation.  

 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/advice-for-parents/reading-at-home/phonics-made-easy/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/advice-for-parents/reading-at-home/phonics-made-easy/


 
 

HEADTEACHERS CAMPAIGNING FOR BETTER FUNDING FOR HAMPSHIRE SCHOOLS 

On Friday 28th September, many Headteachers from across the country will be attending a mass event in 

London intended to gain improved funding for all schools.   

 



You will be aware of the challenges that schools up and down the country are facing.  A mixture of rising costs 

and stresses on other support services has meant that for many years we have been asked “to do more with 

less”.  In July, the Institute for Fiscal Studies echoed what we have been saying for a long 

time and confirmed that, in real terms, school budgets have been slashed by 8% since 

2010.  

https://www.ifs.org.uk/publications/13143 

 

Under a challenging period of austerity for the Government, schools understand that 

there is not a bottomless pit of money.  Accordingly, we have worked even harder and 

with greater efficiency on behalf of the children and families that we serve.  However, it is 

strongly felt that matters are unsustainable with services and resources being cut to the bone.  

 

Under the umbrella of the campaign group ‘Worth Less?’, Headteachers in Hampshire and other affected 

Counties have shone a light on the funding difficulties that schools are facing. Many feel it is simply not good 

enough for the Government to state that “more money is spent on schools than ever before”, when 

independent evidence clearly states that in real terms, this is simply not the case. This has nothing to do with 

teachers’ pay. Hampshire is very poorly funded for each and every pupil or student.  If you compare the best 

funded areas of the country, Hampshire schools receive anything up to £3,000 less per pupil!  Just multiply that 

by how many children are in Hampshire schools and you can see why Headteachers feel so strongly that this is 

just not fair to the children, students and families in these school communities.  These sorts of differences 

affect the number of staff schools can employ and the quality of equipment they can buy for our children. 

 

Headteachers will gather at Downing Street to insist that the chancellor and his colleagues at the Department 

for Education use the upcoming autumn statement to invest properly in our schools and your child’s 

education.  Many of the real terms cuts to our budgets should be reversed and urgent investment is required 

for Special Educational Needs & Disabilities and post-16 budgets.   

 

ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME 

At the beginning of the year, I would like to draw your attention to the Regulations which govern term-time 

absence from school.  This clearly states that Headteachers cannot grant leave of absence for holiday or other 

time off unless there are exceptional circumstances. In these rare cases it is the Headteacher who determines 

the number of days a child can be away from school if a leave is granted. 

 

Please bear in mind the following information: 

 

1. The register is taken at 8.55am. Any child who arrives after 8.55am needs to go straight to the office to 

report their arrival so it can be marked as late. Any child arriving after 9.20am will have a ‘U’ recorded as 

unauthorised.  

2. If a child is absent, and the school has not been informed of a reason for the absence before 10.00am, an 

automatic phone call home will be made. 

3. There are two types of absence – authorised or unauthorised leave of absence. 

 

Absence may only be authorised for: 

 Genuine illness  

 Emergency medical/dental appointments (routine appointments should be made outside of school 

hours) 

 A maximum of 3 days, in an academic year, for religious observance of the religious body to which the 

parent belongs. 

 Education off-site e.g. transfer days to Secondary Schools. 

 Approved Educational Activities – with supporting evidence, e.g. to attend a sports tournament, ballet 

exam. 

All other forms of absence will NOT be authorised: 

 One-off short absence for family events or closure of a sibling’s school 

https://www.ifs.org.uk/publications/13143


 Holidays, including days overlapping the beginning and or end of term, availability of cheap flights or 

previous inability to take a holiday. 

 Sickness absence will be recorded as unauthorised, if the school is not advised of the reason why the 

child is out of school. 

 Absence that falls into one of the other categories listed above, will be unauthorised if it is taken 

without prior permission. 

Good attendance is important because: 

 statistics show a direct link between under-achievement and absence below 95%  

 regular attenders make better progress, both socially and academically  

 regular attenders find school routines, school work and friendships easier to cope with  

 regular attenders find learning more satisfying  

 regular attenders are more successful in transferring between primary school, secondary school, and 

higher education, employment or training. 

 

Where a child has unauthorised absence the school must enforce Hampshire County Council’s Code of 

conduct: issuing Penalty Notices for unauthorised absence from schools or follow its guidance on other legal 

measures for non-attendance. The Code of conduct is a statutory document that ensures that powers for legal 

sanctions are applied consistently and fairly across all schools and their families within the authority. A copy is 

available from www.hants.gov.uk/education/hias/learning-behaviour-attendance/attendance-guidance-for-

parents/possible-penalties. 
 

The Code of conduct states that schools or Hampshire County Council will issue a Penalty Notice for any 

unauthorised absence where the pupil has been:  

 absent for 10 or more half-day sessions (five school days) of unauthorised absence during any 100 

possible school sessions – these do not need to be consecutive  

 persistently late (coded U) for up to 10 sessions (five days) after the register has closed  

 persistently late before the close of the register (coded L), but the school has met with parents and 

has clearly communicated that they will categorise as unauthorised any further lateness (code O), and 

where the threshold of 10 sessions (five days) has been met  

175 Non-School Days a Year 

175 days to spend on family time, visits, holidays, shopping, household jobs and other appointments. 

190 

School days in 

each year 

6 days 

absence 

10 days 

absence 

15 days 

absence 

19 days of 

absence 

(almost 4 

school weeks) 

38 days of 

absence 

 184 

Days of 

education v 

181 non-school 

days 

180- 

Days of 

education v 

185 non-school 

days 

175 Days of 

education v 

190 non-school 

days 

171 

Days of 

education v 

194 non-school 

days  

152 Days of 

education v 

213 non-school 

days 

100% 97% 95% 92% <90% 80% 

Excellent 

Best chance of success. 

Gets your child off to a flying 

start 

Ok 

Less chance of 

success. 

Worrying 

Makes it 

harder to make 

progress 

Children are 

categorized 

as ‘Persistent 

Absentees’ 

by DFE when 

below 90% 

Serious 

Concern 

Not fair on 

your child. May 

result in fines 

and court 

action. 

http://www.hants.gov.uk/education/hias/learning-behaviour-attendance/attendance-guidance-for-parents/possible-penalties
http://www.hants.gov.uk/education/hias/learning-behaviour-attendance/attendance-guidance-for-parents/possible-penalties


 absent for any public examinations of which dates are published in advance  

 absent for any formal school assessments, tests or examinations where the dates have been published 

in advance  

unless the issuing of a Penalty Notice would conflict with other intervention strategies in place or other 

sanctions already being processed.  

 

PARENT ADVICE AVAILABLE  
We know that some of our children at Potley have complex needs and it is sometimes 

useful for parents to talk to staff at school about their non-academic concerns. Mrs 

Elkins is available for 1:1 meetings at certain points of the week so please phone the 

school office if this is something you feel that would be helpful to you. These slots are 

limited but she will endeavour to see you at the first possible availability.  

 

ROALD DAHL DAY 

The children looked fabulous as different Roald Dahl characters last week….so convincing that I cannot 

actually tell who some of them are! Thank you for all the wonderful costumes.  

  
 

 



       
 

EGYPTIAN DAY 

Our Year 5 & 6 children also enjoyed a 2nd dressing up day today as part of their Egyptian topic with a fun 

workshop to bring the learning to life! 

  

   
 

 



E-SAFETY FOCUS 

Following the information regarding ‘Fortnite’ in our previous bulletin, some parents have expressed concerns 

regarding some of the Apps that their children are accessing. Most of us ‘oldies’ often do not recognise lots of 

the logos as we are far too old to be cool! Below is a summary of a few of the Apps available, along with a 

brief indication of what the issues might be. Although the title says, ’10 Apps Teens are using…’ we know that 

many of our younger children are also accessing some of these. 

 

 



LEOPARD CLASS ASSEMBLY 

Our first class assembly of the year is taking place on Thursday 4th October at 9.10am in the school hall for 

parents and relatives of children who are in LEOPARD CLASS IN THE AFTERNOON (Mrs Bellingall). This is 

not the morning groups. We look forward to seeing you then! 

 

W/e 14/9/2018 

 

‘TOP HAT OF THE WEEK’ 

 

Child/ren Reason 

Flamingo Jesse W For using her Expanded noun phrases in her writing. 

Hummingbird Sophie C For using her Green thinking hat to create interesting expanded noun 

phrases. 

Toucan Thomas E For using his Green thinking hat when problem solving in Maths. 

Dolphin Brandon B For using his White thinking hat to help him to gather information 

about ‘James and the Giant Peach’ and use it to make good inferences. 

Narwhal Danish B For careful White hat thinking to explore sound in science. 

Shark Erin T-W For using her Blue and Black thinking hats when thinking about 

internet safety 

Leopard Jaiden B For using his White and Green thinking hats to organise his group in 

Games. 

Lion Lily W For using her Green thinking hat to develop her writing ideas during 

‘dangerous English’. 

Tiger Lucas T For using his Green thinking hat and creating a fantastic acrostic Roald 

Dahl poem which he also made rhyme in places.  Well done for 

bringing a new idea to the activity! 

 

 W/e 21/9/2018 

 

‘TOP HAT OF THE WEEK’ 

 

Child/ren Reason 

Flamingo Mason H For using his White thinking hat to find facts about the Great Fire of 

London. 

Hummingbird Jessica P For using her White and Green thinking hats to create expanded noun 

phrases. 

Toucan Indie-Ana E For using her Red thinking hat when talking about a painting in Art. 

Dolphin Amber p For using her White thinking hat to gather evidence to help her be a 

super inference detective.  

Narwhal Isaac B For using his Red and White thinking hats to organise games in 

Netball. 

Shark Orlagh H For using her Blue thinking hat to have a fantastic learning attitude all 

week. 

Leopard Isla C-J For using her White and Green thinking hats to create an excellent 

‘Roald Dahl’ story. 

Lion Annabel R For using her Green, Yellow and Black hats, when discussing ideas in 

Philosophy for Children sessions. 



Tiger Rehan M For using his White and Blue thinking hats and being particularly 

informative with his E-Safety rules. 

 

CALENDAR DATES 

DATE EVENT 

Thursday 4th October Leopard Class Assembly 9.10am 

Thursday 11th October Narwhal Class Assembly 9.10am 

Y1/2 visit to Bird World 

Tuesday 16th October PTA AGM 7.30pm 

Wednesday 17th October Parent Consultations 

Thursday 18th October Lion Class Assembly 9.10am 

Y1/2 Fire Safety Day 

Parent Consultations 

W/c22nd October Half term week 

Tuesday 30th October M&M Theatre Production: Jack and the Beanstalk 

Thursday 1st November PTA Halloween Disco 

Thursday 8th & Friday 9th November Mayan History Workshops for Y3/4 

Thursday 15th November Individual photographs 

Thursday 22nd November Dolphin Class Assembly 9.10am 

Saturday 24th November PTA Xmas Fair 

Thursday 29th November Tiger Class Assembly 9.10am 

Monday 3rd December YR to Y5 Flu immunisations 

Thursday 6th December Shark Class Assembly 9.10am 

Monday 10th December YR Nativity to rest of school 

Tuesday 11th December YR Nativity to parents at 9.30pm 

Y1/2 Xmas Performance to rest of school at 2pm 

Wednesday 12th December Y1/2 Xmas Performance to parents/carers at 2pm 

Thursday 13th December Y1/2 Xmas Performance to parents/carers at 6.15pm 

W/c Monday 17th December Year Group Xmas parties in the afternoon 

Tuesday 18th December Rock Steady Performance to parents/carers/school at 9.10pm 

Friday 21st December End of Autumn term. School closes at 1pm 

Monday 7th January INSET 

Tuesday 8th January Spring term begins for children 

W/c 18th February Half term week 

Friday 5th April Last day of Spring term 

Monday 22nd April Summer term begins  

Throughout May KS1 testing period 

Friday 3rd May INSET – school closed 

Wednesday 8th May – Friday 10th May Y4 Residential trip (Adventurous Activities) 

W/c Monday 13th May Y6 SATs week 

W/c 27th May Half term week 

W/c Monday 10th June Y1 Phonics testing week 

W/c Monday 8th July to Friday 12th July Y6 Residential to France 

Friday 19th July Last day of Summer term 

Monday 22nd July INSET – school closed 

Tuesday 23rd July INSET – school closed 

 

 
 

 

  
 



              

           

Email: adminoffice@potleyhill.hants.sch.uk www.potleyhill.hants.sch.uk 
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