
 
Bulletin 25th  November 2019 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 
XMAS FAIR 

Our annual Christmas Fair is due to take place this week on Friday 29th November at 6pm until 8pm. Come 

and enjoy an evening of fun and festivities and launch yourselves into the spirit of the season!  

Children are allowed to come to school dressed in mufti on Friday 29th for bringing a bottle for 

the tombola stall. In addition, the PTA also requests donations of: 

KS1 – cakes 

KS2 – chocolate bars 

Please remember that we are unable to use cakes/sweets with NUTS. This includes boxed cakes such as Mr 

Kipling’s Bakewell tarts which contain almond paste – please check the labels carefully of any shop-bought 

contributions before sending them in.  

Our choir will be starting off the proceedings with some seasonal songs at 6pm.  

 

PREFERENTIAL SEATING FOR VOLUNTEERS 

As per last year, we will be offering named seating at the front of the hall for any parents who have 

volunteered in any of our PTA events recently (e.g. summer fair, May Fair, Xmas Fair, discos etc.). Please ring 

the office to arrange or else email adminoffice@potleyhill.hants.sch.uk with the subject ‘Seating for Xmas 

productions’ and your name and number of seats. We will also try to make sure you are on the right half of 

the hall to see your child/ren clearly.  

 

ANY COMPERES FOR FUTURE QUIZ NIGHTS? 

Although they are big boots to fill following the relocation of the Roses, we are looking to continue our 

regular quiz nights for parents and staff in the New Year. If you are itching to become a quiz compere, please 

let us know! 

 

OPEN SESSIONS AT POTLEY     

Our final open morning will take place on Thursday 28th November at 9.15am for YR intake 2020.  

Current parents are also welcome to attend though this is not obligatory since you already 

know the school well!  

 

JUDO 4 JUNIORS 

In a friendly competition run by Judo 4 Juniors autumn kids training camp, Mason H, Oscar 

W and Elliot H fought really hard to win gold medals.  Well Done! 

 

mailto:adminoffice@potleyhill.hants.sch.uk


CAIMAN ART EXPOSE 

Well done to the pupils in Years 5&6, who have managed to raise £113.80 to send to the Living Rainforest for 

their new Caiman project.  Thank you to the parents for your support with this. 

 

BOOKS FOR SCHOOLS 

We are now collecting tokens from The Sun for free books! These are available 

until Saturday 18th January 2020. We need 3500 tokens to be able to claim our 

free books! Please keep sending these into school.  

 

“Books help us make sense of the world.” Nick Butterworth. 

 

ASSEMBLIES 

We still have Turtle Class Assembly on Wednesday 17th November at 9.10am and a music assembly for all 

instrumentalists on Thursday 5th December at 9.10am to go before our Xmas productions begin! It’s nativity 

time for YR parents on Tuesday 10th December at 9.30am and Y1/2 production to parents on Wednesday 11th 

December at 2.00 pm and again on Thursday 12th at 6.15pm.  

 

HART LOTTERY 

The Hart Lottery is a weekly online lottery created to support local causes in Hart. Tickets are only £1 per 

week, with 60% going to local good causes and prizes up to £25,000! Our PTA is one of these good causes. It 

is easy to sign up on their webpage at https://www.hartlottery.co.uk/.  

 

EASYFUNDRAISING 

Another way that our PTA is able to raise funds 

for pupils is via the Easyfundraising site. This is a 

free service that allows charities and good causes, 

such as our PTA, to raise money when their 

supporters shop online with over 2,700 retailers, 

including Amazon, John Lewis, Next and Argos. 

Parents are able to register and link to the school 

which then gets cash back on purchases made. It is 

very quick to do and also comes in App form - so 

please consider linking to this site to help your 

school while you shop! 

 

ATTENDANCE FOR OCTOBER 

Our target for the 19/20 for all pupils across the school is 97% and we currently stand at 97.26%. As you can 

see, the Autumn bugs have indeed kicked in with lower overall attendance rates than September. Well done 

to Lion Class – the only one to reach 98+%! 

 

 

STAFFING NEWS 

Mrs Smith (Miss Bucknell) is leaving us on Thursday to begin her maternity leave. We wish her and her 

husband all the best with the forthcoming birth. We will let you know when Baby Bucknell is born! 

 

In the Spring term, I will be returning full-time to Potley following my secondment to Marnel Juniors for half 

the week. However, Mr Jordan will be stepping up to ‘Acting Head’ instead and will be doing this full-time.  

EYFS & KS1 Classes Attendance 

Butterflies  96.76% 

Toucans 97.55% 

Flamingos 94.49% 

Hummingbirds 96.02% 

  

  

KS2 Classes Attendance 

Turtles 96.11% 

Sharks 96.07% 

Dolphins 97.57% 

Leopards 97.37% 

Lions 98.56% 

Tigers 95.79% 

https://www.hartlottery.co.uk/


The school (Marnel) is now recruiting for a new Headteacher from September 2020 so Mr Jordan has agreed 

to do the acting role for the rest of the academic year until an appointment has been made. This will mean that 

I will be taking over his morning teaching responsibilities in Panther class for the rest of the year. Luckily for 

us, Mr Jordan will still be coming back on occasions to keep in contact with the pupils and to do his DJ role at 

the PTA discos. I am sure that, although he will be missed, you will afford him lots of encouragement and 

support for his first headship role.  

 

OUTDOOR LEARNING 

One focus for the school is to develop our outdoor learning provision in the future. To this end, Mrs Elkins is 

currently undertaking her Level 3 Forest Schools Accreditation. Our PTA have also agreed to help the school 

fund a ‘lodge’ for our wooded area where we can base our pupils doing outdoor learning. In the Spring, our 

aim is for all classes to spend some time outdoors in groups of approximately 15 pupils with staff. Below is an 

article, taken from The Telegraph, explaining why many schools are looking to develop this approach: 

 

 
 

Learning outdoors for just one lesson a week boosts learning and behaviour in primary school children, researchers have 

said. 

The study, commissioned by The Wildlife Trusts and carried out by the Institute of Education at UCL, is one of the 

largest into the effects of outdoor activities on children’s wellbeing and views about nature. 

The research found that children’s wellbeing increased after they had spent time connecting with nature and that they 

gained educational benefits as well as wider personal and social benefits. 

As a result, the Wildlife Trusts are calling on the Government to ensure that at least one hour per school day is spent 

outdoors learning and playing in wild places. 

Researchers at UCL said children have "lost touch" with nature and that the benefits on the group of 450 primary 

school children from 12 areas in the UK were plain to see. 

81 per cent of children reported having better relationships with their teachers after learning outside, 79 per cent said 

they had better relationships with their classmates and 79 per cent said the experience helped with their school work. 

Additionally, teachers and Wildlife Trust educators were also observed by the UCL research team and interviewed about 

their experiences. 

The outdoor activities involved children learning about nature, such as identifying plants and trees, reflecting on their 

important role in human lives and considering the needs of wildlife habitats. 

Professor Michael Reiss, Institute of Education, UCL, said: “Each generation seems to have less contact with the 

outdoors than the preceding one. We owe it to all young people to reverse this trend – for their sakes, for our sakes 

and for nature’s sake.” 

Nigel Doar, The Wildlife Trusts’ director of strategy added: “This research shows that children experience profound and 

diverse benefits through regular contact with nature. Contact with the wild improves children’s wellbeing, motivation and 

confidence. The data also highlights how children’s experiences in and around the natural world led to better 

relationships with their teachers and class-mates. 

“The Wildlife Trusts believe everyone should have the opportunity to experience the joy of wildlife in daily life and we’re 

calling on government to recognise the multiple benefits of nature for children – and ensure that at least one hour per 

school day is spent outdoors learning and playing in wild places.” 

 



TIMID TO TIGER 

Following on from our articles in the summer term, we will continue to provide some of the additional 

information from this course that was held last year for parents to support anxious children. This week’s focus 

is on using withdrawal of attention to manage children’s behaviour: 

 

 
 



 
 



 



 
E-SAFETY 

Our guide this week comes from National Online Safety and is a balanced look at whether video games 

actually cause violent behaviour in children: 



 



LEAD LEARNERS  

In line with our Jigsaw theme of ‘Celebrating Differences in Autumn 2, our weekly lead learner awards were 

linked to the weekly themes within this topic: 

 
 

w/c 8/11/2019 

 

ACCEPT THAT 
EVERYONE IS 
DIFFERENT 

 

 

w/c 15/11/2019 

 

INCLUDE 
OTHERS WHEN 
WORKING AND 

PLAYING 

 

w/c 22/11/2019 

 

KNOW HOW TO 
HELP IF SOMEON 
IS BEING BULLIED 

 

 

 

 
Butterfly Elsie-Lou D Butterfly Olivia M Butterfly George S 

Flamingo Cleo L Flamingo Penny L Flamingo Sienna L 

Hummingbird Angelo A Hummingbird Oliver TM Hummingbird Summer Mc 

Toucan Ava F Toucan Joshua B Toucan Faith D 

Dolphin Lucas B Dolphin Emily J Dolphin Ashton C-S 

Shark Alfie TL Shark Lucy M Shark Samantha F 

Turtle Willow M Turtle Robin W Turtle Sophie C 

Leopard Danish B Leopard Milly K Leopard Sienna G 

Lion Amy K Lion Zara KG Lion Siobhan O 

Tiger Grace T Tiger Scarlett TM Tiger Freya Mc 

 

 

DATE EVENT 

Wednesday 27th November Turtle Class Assembly 09.10 am 

Thursday 28th November OPEN MORNING 09.15 am September 2020 

Friday 29th November  Non Uniform Day - 6-8pm Xmas Fair 

Tuesday 3rd December 09.10 am Rocksteady Assembly 

Thursday 5th December Music Assembly Choir & Instrumentalists 09.10 am 

Friday 6th December YR Nativity Dress Rehearsal to Pre-School 09.30 am 

Monday 9th December 9.30am YR Nativity to the School 

Tuesday 10th December 9.30am YR Nativity to parents/carers 

2pm Y1/2 Xmas Production to the School 

Wednesday 11th December 2pm Y1/2 Xmas Production to Parents/Carers 

Thursday 12th December 6.15pm Y1/2 Xmas Production to Parents/Carers 

Monday 16th December Flu vaccinations for whole school 

pm Y3/4 Xmas Party 

Tuesday 17th December pm Y5/6 Xmas Party 

Wednesday 18th December Xmas lunch 

Thursday 19th December pm YR, 1, 2 Xmas Party 

Friday 20th December Last day of Autumn term.  

Staff panto to children.  

Finish at 1pm 



Monday 6th January 2020 INSET – school closed to pupils 

Tuesday 7th January  First day of Spring term 

W/c Monday 17th February February Half term holiday 

Friday 3rd April Last day of Spring term 

W/c Monday 6th April to Friday 17th April Easter Holiday 

Monday 20th April First day of Summer term 

Friday 8th May Bank Holiday 

W/c Monday 25th May May Half term holiday 

Friday 17th July Last day of Summer term. Finish at 1pm 

NB 20th, 21st and 22nd July All INSET days. No children in school.  

 

Reminders…… 

 

 

 
              

           

Email: adminoffice@potleyhill.hants.sch.uk www.potleyhill.hants.sch.uk
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