
 
Bulletin 5th October 2018 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

OPEN SESSIONS AT POTLEY     

Our second Open session is taking place on the afternoon of Tuesday 9th October at 2pm. Current parents 

with children due to start YR in September 2019 are welcome to attend.  

 

WE ARE A BUCKETFILLING SCHOOL…… 

As part of our assemblies this term, we have been exploring how we 

help others. We read a story called ‘Have you filled a bucket today?’ 

by Carol McCloud and illustrated by David Messing. In this story, it 

describes how we can make other people feel happy by being kind to 

them and helping them in various ways. It explains how some people 

try to dip into other people’s buckets by being mean and hurting 

others but this only means that you dip into your own bucket and 

make yourself miserable too. The children were charged with trying 

to fill others’ buckets, including those of mums and dads too!  

It was therefore lovely to hear from Mrs Elkins that she had been stopped by a parent outside school to ask 

what this bucket filling business was – and that her two daughters were currently doing housework for her to 

‘fill her bucket’! Well done to Faye and Lily for taking their responsibilities so seriously! We would therefore 

like to hear from other parents whose children have been going above and beyond to ‘fill their buckets’ or 

those of their sibling by doing something nice. These will be displayed in the school and I will add some 

examples over the coming weeks into our bulletins. Please email any examples to: 

adminoffice@potleyhill.hants.sch.uk. We look forward to reading and sharing them! 

 

SKIP2BFIT 

Did you know that 10 minutes of skipping is just as effective as a 30 minute jog? 

Thank you to Miss Bucknell for organising our Skip2Bfit workshop on 

Monday for all classes. This initiative encourages children to use skipping as a 

way of improving and maintaining their health and fitness. The ropes 

themselves count the skips as the children do their 2 minute Skip2Bfit 

challenge at the beginning of each PE lesson. By trying harder, practising and 

focusing that little bit more, children are encouraged to beat their personal 

best each week. The children are extremely enthused by this initiative and 

have been eagerly purchasing their own ropes to practise during break times. 

These are available from the school office at £5 per rope and come in 

various colours.   Regular skipping ropes will be available in school at break 

times for the children to practise their technique and they are very welcome 

to bring their own skipping ropes from home. 
 
PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL SKIPPING ROPES ARE CLEARLY NAMED WITH A 

PERMANENT MARKER.  

We will not accept responsibility for any lost or damaged skipping ropes but will do our best to 

return named skipping ropes to children who misplace them.  
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PTA HALLOWEEN DISCO 

The next school disco takes place on Thursday 1st November. 

This year, we are going ‘Halloween themed’ although it is NOT 

compulsory to come in costume! Excitingly, Mr Jordan is also 

taking over as our DJ!! 

 

Reception and Infant Disco 5.30 – 6.45pm and Junior Disco 7.00 

– 8.30pm.   

  

For the first time, we have set up ParentMail payments 

for this event. This will be available shortly. If you would 

still like to pay by cash/cheque please make cheques payable to 

HCC and the office will process your payment for you. 

  

The price, which includes a juice drink (water is available too) 

and sweets, is as follows:- 

  

Reception & Infant tickets are £3.00 each. Years 3 to 6, 

tickets are £3.50 each. 

Glow bands will be on sale at the disco at 20p each. 

The PTA will be continuing with a ‘ticket-free’ system so parents please be aware that you will not receive 

anything prior to the disco – names will be ticked off when children arrive. 

  

A gentle reminder that children are not allowed mobile phones at the disco. 

  

To run this event we need 15 adult helpers for each disco.  Please indicate on the reply slip if you are able to 

help and a specific job will be allocated.  Unfortunately we cannot allow younger children to attend while you 

help as your full attention will be needed for the pupils attending the disco.  Parents are politely asked not to 

stay unless they are helping. You can alternatively email the PTA at pta@potleyhill.hants.sch.uk with your 

details.  

  

Thank you for your continued support, The PTA. 

 

RAFFLE PRIZES 

Our PTA are looking for donations towards their raffles at the Xmas Fair which is 

due to take place on Saturday 24th November. If you work for a company which is 

able to donate either a voucher or another type of prize, please let us know via 

pta@potleyhill.hants.sch.uk. Many thanks! 

 

 

HEADLICE 

All schools have instances throughout the year and in different 

age groups of the dreaded headlice! If you notice that your child 

is affected, please contact the school so that we can send out 

targeted reminders for the class concerned. The days of the 

school nurse appearing on site to carry out checks are long, 

long gone and we are not allowed to refuse entry to children 

with headlice, nor to send them home. There are many 

chemical treatments available although these can sometimes end 

up being ineffective. Wet combing is highly recommended and 

the details of how to do this are included below. As a parent 

myself with two girls with very long and thick hair, I spent many 

any evening having to comb and ‘squash’ the lice and although in 

the first instant, it was a bit of a shock to the system, I soon became an old hand! Whilst never having had 
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headlice as a child, I have had them at least twice as an adult from either my own children or those at school, 

so please make sure that you treat the whole family.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

HEALTHY RECIPE COMPETITION 



We are launching a competition for children in all year groups over the next two weeks! We are looking for 

illustrated, healthy recipes, no bigger than A4 to be submitted for judging by an expert panel (Mrs Kent and 

Mrs Wilding!). These can be typed with photos/illustrations 

being added or handwritten with pictures. They should show 

the step-by-step guide to creating your dish or item. Entries 

will be displayed in our food tech room and there will be a 

prize for the best Infant (YR-2), Y3/4 and Y5/6 entry.  All 

entries must be received by the October half term.  

 

WELL DONE 

On 27th September we attended a Handball tournament at Samuel Cody School.  The team consisted of Lois 

C, Lily W, Hattie B, Millie C, Samuel S, Matthew N, Alex W and Jordan G.  In preparation for the tournament 

we played several warm up matches to help us understand how to play the actual game.  Our favourite warm 

up was 10 passes to win.  Potley Hill played two matches and won both with scores of 23-1 and 24-0.  We 

were presented with certificates as well.  By Lois C & Lily W (Sports Leaders) 

 

 
On 4th October, we also took a Y3/4 dodgeball team to Samuel Cody: Oliver S-B, Marcelo M, Alfie B, Liam C, 

Jack C, Erin T-M, Ethan S and Beatrice F. At the event, they built up a variety of important skills before playing 

a series of matches against two other schools. There were definitely some fiercely competitive children in this 

group and we came away as overall winners! Well done to Jack who won an award for determination and 

Liam who won one for honesty.  

 

 

 

BRITISH HEART FOUNDATION SKIPATHON 



On Friday 19th October (the last day of this half term), all of our children will be taking part in a skipping 

event to raise money for the British Heart Foundation. We would like everyone to wear something red, white 

and/or heart themed and bring in £1. Additional donations are very welcome. 

Before the British Heart Foundation, only one in five babies with heart problems survived more than a year - 

but with lifesaving heart research thanks to fundraising like ours this has changed. Now, four in five babies 

born with heart problems get the chance to go to school. The British Heart Foundation have given us some 

lovely skipping ropes which will be available to the children at playtimes to encourage them to be active and 

healthy. 

The aim for years 2-6 will be for them to beat their personal best score from this week's Skip2BFit workshop 

challenge. For year 1, their target will be to skip for 2 minutes without giving up. Many of our children are 

already trying to improve their fitness and their personal best and we will be encouraging them to set an 

aspiration target for themselves to achieve in 3 weeks’ time. 

 

 

PARENT CONSULTATIONS 

Our booking system via ParentMail is going live on Monday morning at 7am. In EYFS and KS1, this will allow 

parents to book an appointment with your child’s class teacher to discuss how they have settled in and their 

key targets for the year. For KS2, due to the fact that children are in morning groups, parents will be able to 

book with their morning teacher only. If, for any reason, you would like to speak to your child’s afternoon 

teacher, then please contact the office to make a separate appointment at another time.  

 

For any new parents, the consultation itself is held in the hall. There will be a waiting area in the middle with 

the teachers spaced around the outside of the hall. Please try to be in the hall at your booked time so that it 

does not affect other parents who are waiting for their appointment. In addition, children’s books will be 

available down in their classrooms, usually in their drawer which will have been left out on a table. Parents are 

encouraged to have a look through these books either before or after their actual appointment time.  

 

As usual, I will be around to talk to parents and to ring the bell every 10 minutes – this helps the teachers to 

keep to schedule so that other parents’ appointments are not affected. This is especially important for those of 

you with more than one child! If, at the end of the appointment, you feel that you need more time with the 

teacher to discuss an issue, please phone the office the next day so that this can be arranged at another time.  

 

Consultations will take place on Wednesday 17th October from 3.30pm – 8pm and again on Thursday 

18th October from 3.30pm -5.30pm. Due to being out of school on Thursday, Miss Clarke’s morning class 

(Tigers) will have a different day for their earlier consultations on Tuesday 16th October.  

Thank you for your assistance.  

 

PARENTING ARTICLE 
As part of the school’s ongoing development of the emotional health and wellbeing of children, we sometimes 

include some published articles about parenting. With a new baby herself, Mrs Burningham came across this 

one which has been published in many formats, both online and in various newspapers. Although originating 

from America, it has some interesting points to contemplate, whether or not you agree with all the content.  

 
“I recently asked a married couple who have three kids, none of whom are yet teens: "Who are the most important 

people in your family?" 

Like all good mums and dads of this brave new millennium, they answered, "Our kids!" 

"Why?" I then asked. "What is it about your kids that gives them that status?" And like all good mums and dads of this 

brave new millennium, they couldn't answer the question other than to fumble with appeals to emotion. 

So, I answered the question for them: "There is no reasonable thing that gives your children that status." 

I went on to point out that many if not most of the problems they're having with their kids - typical stuff, these days - 

are the result of treating their children as if they, their marriage, and their family exist because of the kids when it is, in 



fact, the other way around. Their kids exist because of them and their marriage and thrive because they have created a 

stable family. 

Furthermore, without them, their kids wouldn't eat well, have the nice clothing they wear, live in the nice home in which 

they live, enjoy the great vacations they enjoy, and so on. Instead of lives that are relatively carefree (despite the drama 

to the contrary that they occasionally manufacture), their children would be living lives full of worry and want. 

This issue is really the heart of the matter. People my age know it's the heart of the matter because when we were kids 

it was clear to us that our parents were the most important people in our families. And that, right there, is why we 

respected our parents and that, right there, is why we looked up to adults in general. Yes, once upon a time, children 

were second-class citizens - to their advantage. 

It was also clear to us - I speak, of course, in general terms, albeit accurate - that our parents' marriages were more 

important to them than their relationships with us. 

Therefore, we did not sleep in their beds or interrupt their conversations. The family meal, at home, was regarded as 

more important than after-school activities. Mum and Dad talked more - a lot more - with one another than they talked 

with you. For lack of pedestals, we emancipated earlier and much more successfully than have children since. 

The most important person in an army is the general. The most important person in a corporation is the CEO. The 

most important person in a classroom is the teacher. And the most important person in a family are the parents. 

The most important thing about children is the need to prepare them properly for responsible citizenship. The primary 

objective should not be raising a straight-A student who excels at three sports, earns a spot on the Olympic swim team, 

goes to an A-list university and becomes a prominent brain surgeon. The primary objective is to raise a child such that 

community and culture are strengthened. 

"Our child is the most important person in our family" is the first step toward raising a child who feels entitled. 

You don't want that. Unbeknownst to your child, he doesn't need that. “ 

John Rosemond is a family psychologist. 

 

E-SAFETY FOCUS 

Our focus this week is on using Apps for live streaming. It is taken from the Digital Parenting magazine which 

was distributed to parents during the summer term.  
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NARWHAL CLASS ASSEMBLY 

Our first class assembly of the year is taking place on Thursday 11th October at 9.10am in the school hall for 

parents and relatives of children who are in NARWHAL CLASS IN THE AFTERNOON (Miss Miles). This is 

not the morning groups. We look forward to seeing you then! 

 

FLEECES 

We are very happy to see children wearing their school fleeces to school, particularly since the weather is 

becoming more unpredictable. However, could parents please note that these are considered to be outdoor 

wear only – they are coats. Children are expected to wear either a jumper or a cardigan in the classroom and 

fleeces will not be allowed indoors.  



GROWTH MINDSET FOR TEACHERS 

Your children may come out of school today and say they have been taught be a different teacher! This is 

absolutely true! As part of our growth mindset approach and making sure teachers have a strong overview of 

the expectations for all year groups across the primary phase, we have held our first ever ‘switch’ morning 

with teachers moving to different classes for Maths and English sessions. Mr Jordan found himself in Y1 

Toucans, Mrs Bellingall found herself in YR and Mrs Stark found herself with our Y2 Hummingbirds! You will 

be pleased to learn that they have come away unscathed and indeed positive about their experiences in 

different age ranges! We will be holding another ‘switch’ day in the Spring term.  

 

Y1/2 VISIT TO BIRDWORLD 

Our Y1/2s are looking forward to their first trip out of the year on Thursday 11th October to Birdworld, near 

Farnham. They are expected to wear their normal jumper, cardigan and top but are allowed their own casual 

trousers (no jeans). Children should also bring a waterproof coat, a water bottle and a packed lunch (if a 

school packed lunch has not been ordered).  

 

PTA AGM 

Our PTA are holding their Annual General Meeting on Tuesday 16th October at 7.30pm in the school hall. All 

parents are welcome to attend.  

 

ATTENDANCE FOR SEPTEMBER 

Our target for the 18/19 for all pupils across the school is 97% and we currently stand at 98.08% so well done 

everyone for a brilliant and healthy start to the year! Congratulations to Flamingo class for almost having a 

perfect 100% attendance! 

 

EASY FUNDRAISING 

As some of you may recall, the school is registered with ‘Easy Fundraising’. This is a site which allows you to 

set up a log in and to download a quick link on your internet browser page. Then, every time you shop online 

and use this link, a donation is made to the school. There is a wide range of sites including Amazon, Travel 

sites and even energy providers and mobile providers. We currently have 44 parents registered with the site 

and have so far raised £590.81. Every penny counts and helps our fantastic PTA to raise money for additional 

resources for all children in the school. We have recently had new playground markings re-painted at 

a cost of £6500 – the majority of this cost has been donated by our PTA. Our link is: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/potleyhillprimaryschool/  

 

WELLBEING AWARD UPDATE 

Last year, we began the process of applying for accreditation of the Wellbeing award, and you will recall filling 

out a questionnaire in order to help us evaluate how 

our school provision was. The Wellbeing Award is 

intended to help schools prepare and equip themselves 

to promote emotional wellbeing and positive mental 

health across the whole school community. The vision 

is an education system where good emotional wellbeing 

and mental health are at the heart of the culture and 

ethos of all schools, so that pupils, with the support of 

their teachers, can build confidence and flourish.  

 The emotional wellbeing and mental health of our 

whole school community continues to be a priority this 

EYFS & KS1 Classes Attendance 

Caterpillars 96.58% 

Ladybirds 97.43% 

Toucans 98.62% 

Hummingbirds 98.82% 

Flamingos 99.81% 

  

KS2 Classes Attendance 

Sharks 98.12% 

Narwhals 98.58% 

Dolphins 97.05% 

Leopards 97.75% 

Lions 97.54% 

Tigers 98.57% 
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year. Here is just a taster of some of the changes we have made over the last year: 

 A number of groups introduced and run by Mrs Elkins including nurture and therapeutic story writing 

 Dedicated ELSA sessions run by Mrs Horton 

 A whole school approach to ‘Growth Mindset’ 

 Whole school participation in Children’s Mental Health Week 

 Life Skills Week 

 Introduction of the ‘Daily Mile’ and more recently ‘Skip2Bfit’ 

 Whole school assemblies focusing on emotional health 

 Weekly Circle Time 

 Peer-on-Peer Massage sessions for children, run by a qualified masseuse, Mrs Jordan 

 Staff training in supporting children with their emotional health 

 Regular updates in the bulletin on supporting children with their emotional wellbeing and mental 

health as well as updates on locally run sessions for parents 

 Informal appointments for parents to discuss any non-academic concerns with Mrs Elkins  

 A new vision statement for the school 

Please do speak to Mrs Clarke, Mrs Samuel, Mrs Elkins or any member of staff if you feel there is more we can 

do to support the emotional health and wellbeing of either you or your children.  

 

 

W/e 28/9/2018 

 

‘TOP HAT OF THE WEEK’ 

 

Child/ren Reason 

Flamingo Phoebe W For using her Green thinking hat to write an outstanding newspaper 

article with exclamations. 

Hummingbird James T For using his White and Red thinking hats in Guided Reading to help 

him infer events and feelings. 

Toucan Oliver T-M For using his Black thinking hat to make predictions in Science this 

week. 

Dolphin Freya W For using her White thinking hat and “Magpieing” and using exciting 

phrases/vocab in her own writing. 

Narwhal Fotios T For using his White thinking hat and determination when editing his 

English. 

Shark Joel G For using his Blue & Red thinking hats to have a wonderful, positive 

attitude and using his growth mindset in tricky times this week. 

Leopard Ibrahim C For using his White thinking hat to work out the hieroglyphic on the 

Egyptian Day. 

Lion Seth B For using his Yellow and White thinking hats to improve his 

presentation and therefore accuracy in Maths. 

Tiger Amy K For using her Yellow thinking hat when showing maturity within all 

classes and always quietly getting on with tasks. 

 

 W/e 5th October 

 

‘TOP HAT OF THE WEEK’ 

 

Child/ren Reason 



Flamingo Preston J For using his Green thinking hat to write a great Newspaper report. 

Hummingbird Milo J For using his Blue thinking hat in PE drawing on his skills and hand eye 

co-ordination to show good ball control. 

Toucan Cooper G For using his Black thinking hat in Science when talking about materials 

and their uses. 

Dolphin Marcello M For using his White thinking hat and applying his Maths knowledge to 

calculate in skipping lessons. 

Narwhal Lewis D For always using his Blue thinking hat to ensure his learning is the best 

it can be! 

Shark Jack G For ALWAYS using his Green thinking hat to be wonderfully 

enthusiastic. 

Leopard Oboni H For using her Yellow and White thinking hats to articulate the views of 

her group in P4C. 

Lion Lucy A For using her Yellow and White thinking hats, and Hermione Granger 

skills to complete all of her work in class and in groups outside of 

class. 

Tiger Abigail P For using her Green and Yellow thinking hats and producing a creative 

and colourful fact sheet in Topic. 

 

CALENDAR DATES 

DATE EVENT 

Thursday 11th October Narwhal Class Assembly 9.10am 

Y1/2 visit to Bird World 

Tuesday 16th October PTA AGM 7.30pm  

Tiger Class Parent Evening 3.30 – 5.30 pm 

Wednesday 17th October Parent Consultations 3.30 – 5.00 & 6.00 – 8.00 pm 

Thursday 18th October Lion Class Assembly 9.10am 

Y1/2 Fire Safety Day 

Parent Consultations   3.30 – 5.30 pm 

W/c22nd October Half term week 

Tuesday 30th October M&M Theatre Production: Jack and the Beanstalk 

Thursday 1st November PTA Halloween Disco 

Thursday 8th & Friday 9th November Mayan History Workshops for Y3/4 

Thursday 15th November Individual photographs 

Thursday 22nd November Dolphin Class Assembly 9.10am 

Saturday 24th November PTA Xmas Fair 

Thursday 29th November Tiger Class Assembly 9.10am 

Monday 3rd December YR to Y5 Flu immunisations 

Thursday 6th December Shark Class Assembly 9.10am 

Monday 10th December YR Nativity to rest of school 

Tuesday 11th December YR Nativity to parents at 9.30pm 

Y1/2 Xmas Performance to rest of school at 2pm 

Wednesday 12th December Y1/2 Xmas Performance to parents/carers at 2pm 

Thursday 13th December Y1/2 Xmas Performance to parents/carers at 6.15pm 

W/c Monday 17th December Year Group Xmas parties in the afternoon 

Tuesday 18th December Rock Steady Performance to parents/carers/school at 9.10pm 

Friday 21st December End of Autumn term. School closes at 1pm 

Monday 7th January INSET 

Tuesday 8th January Spring term begins for children 

W/c 18th February Half term week 

Friday 5th April Last day of Spring term 

Monday 22nd April Summer term begins  



Throughout May KS1 testing period 

Friday 3rd May INSET – school closed 

Wednesday 8th May – Friday 10th May Y4 Residential trip (Adventurous Activities) 

W/c Monday 13th May Y6 SATs week 

W/c 27th May Half term week 

W/c Monday 10th June Y1 Phonics testing week 

W/c Monday 8th July to Friday 12th July Y6 Residential to France 

Friday 19th July Last day of Summer term 

Monday 22nd July INSET – school closed 

Tuesday 23rd July INSET – school closed 

 

 
 

 

 
              

           

Email: adminoffice@potleyhill.hants.sch.uk www.potleyhill.hants.sch.uk 
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HALLOWEEN DISCO 

(Print Name) Child’s name & Class……………….…………………………   

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Helpers:  I am able / unable to help at the Infant Disco / Junior Disco 

Name: …........................................................................ Signature……………………………..……. 

Parent/Guardian 

 

If you are able to help please can you provide your email and/or mobile number as we will allocate 

jobs before the event to help the disco run more smoothly.  

 

Email: ............................................................................... Mobile Number: ………………………............... 

 
Do you hold a current DBS? ................................................ 

If yes please can you confirm your reference number: ......................................................................... 

 
 
 


