
 
Bulletin 6th March 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

WHY IS READING IMPORTANT?  

Evidence suggests that children who read for enjoyment every day not 

only perform better in reading tests than those who don’t, but also 

develop a broader vocabulary, increased general knowledge and a 

better understanding of other cultures. In fact, there’s evidence to 

suggest that reading for pleasure is more likely to determine whether a 

child does well at school than their social or economic background.  

 

What difference could I make as a parent?  

The short answer is: a lot! Parents are by far the most important 

educators in a child’s life and it’s never too young for a child to start, 

even if you’re only reading with your child for a few minutes a day.  

 

Building vocabulary and understanding  

Learning to read is about listening and understanding as well as 

working out print. Through hearing stories, children are exposed to a 

rich and wide vocabulary. This helps them build their own vocabulary 

and improve their understanding when they listen, which is vital as 

they start to read. It’s important for them to understand how stories 

work as well. Even if your child doesn’t understand every word, they’ll 

hear new sounds, words and phrases which they can then try out, 

copying what they have heard. As children start to learn to read at 

school, you can play an important role in helping to keep them 

interested in books, finding out what interests them and helping them 

to find books that will be engaging and fun for them. Give time to 

helping them practise reading the books they will bring home from 

school.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ABSENCE REPORTING 

Please try to contact the school by 9.10am if your child is off school 

for any reason. We have an answerphone service for very early 

mornings as well as online reporting. To make use of the latter, 

please use the guide below: 

Introduction to Schudio App 

Download 

To get the Schudio App go to the App Store on your Apple device 

or the Google Play store on your Android device and search 

'Schudio'.  

Also available here:  

Apple App Store /Google Play Store  

Setup 

Once you've downloaded the app it couldn't be simpler to use. 

Open the app and you'll then have to sign up by pressing the 'Join 

Schudio' button. Enter your name, email and a password and press 

'Join Now'. You'll then be prompted to select from the list of 

schools which School you wish to have as your school on our App.  

Use 

Once you see Potley Hill select from the top left hand menu (3 

lines) the bottom item is the Absence Reporting link. Select this and 

complete the absence form. 

 

GROUNDS FORCE DAY 

Thank you to our fantastic volunteers who worked so hard on 

Wednesday and got so wet! Our Pebble path is nearing completion 

and the willow dome has been planted! As well as our Bank of 

America volunteers, we also had Mr Wilson, Mrs Neville and Ms 

Reid on hand to support.  

 

KS1 FILM NIGHT 

We are holding our first Film Night on Tuesday 17th March for children in YR, Y1 and Y2, running from 

straight after school until 5.15pm. Parents will be able to book a place on ParentMail at a cost of £3 per child. 

This is a PTA fund-raising event and the charge covers the cost of the snacks provided by the school.  Our 

DVD will be ‘Toy Story 4’. Children will be able to bring their own ‘slouchy’ clothes (casual clothes or 

pyjamas) and a pillow/throw.  

 

CURSIVE SCRIPT 

Our school policy is to practise cursive script from the beginning of Year R. This involves the children learning 

to write the letters with a lead-in and a lead-out. Initially each letter is written separately with these features 

and as they become more confident, they are expected to join the majority of letters.  

 
 

 

http://files.schudio.com/c4df
http://files.schudio.com/1h7g


From Year 1 onwards, children are working towards Key Performance indicators (KPIs) in their handwriting: 
Year 1 Begin to form lower-case letters in the 

correct direction, starting and finishing in 

the right place 

Form capital letters 

Year 2 Start using some of the diagonal and 

horizontal strokes needed to join 

letters and understand which letters, 

when adjacent to one another, are 

best left unjoined 

Write capital letters and digits 

of the correct size, orientation 

and relationship to one 

another and to lower-case 

letters 

Use spacing between words that 

reflects the size of the letters 

Year 3 Uses the diagonal and horizontal strokes that 

are needed to join letters and understands 

which letters, when adjacent to one another, 

are best left unjoined 

Year 4 Increase the legibility, consistency and quality of 

their handwriting e.g. is able to maintain fluency 

of writing and has sufficient stamina for typical 

written tasks 

Years 5 & 6 Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed 

by choosing which shape of a letter to use when 

given choices and deciding whether or not to 

join specific letters 

 
Why do we use cursive? 

This link explores the brain and how it relates to cursive handwriting. Some important areas that are 

referenced include findings of changes occurring in the brains that allow a child to overcome motor 

challenges when children are exposed to cursive handwriting. Additionally, the article describes a study in 

which has shown that physical instruction such as cursive handwriting lessons actually changed the participant's 

brain structure. 

 

There is some research indicating cursive handwriting can be a valuable tool for motor control challenges such 

as those who struggle with dyslexia or dysgraphia.  

 

It's been found that there are distinct neural pathways that develop when we physically write letters.  

 

Neuroimaging studies have revealed cognitive processes involving primarily left-hemisphere brain areas that 

are involved in writing tasks, finger writing, and imagined writing. 

 

Practice matters! Quality of handwriting has been shown to enhance writing skills, reading, and learning or 

memory of language. 

 

Cursive handwriting, like printed handwriting becomes more individualistic and develops a personal style, 

especially during Key Stage 2, and as children develop.  

 

There are studies that have shown improved handwriting abilities through use of multi-sensory activities 

(Case-Smith et al., 2012; Keller, 2001; Lust & Donica, 2011). 

 

PLEASE SPEAK TO YOUR CHILD’S CLASSTEACHER IF YOU WOULD LIKE MORE 

GUIDANCE ABOUT SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD WITH HANDWRITING 

 

CHILDREN WITH AUTISM 

To help parents to understand some of the challenges faced by children with Special Educational Needs across 

the school, I have included some information which we first published a few years ago regarding ASC (Autistic 

Spectrum Condition). We will include further information about AHDH, Speech, Language and 

Communication Needs, Dyslexia and Dyspraxia over the coming weeks.  

 

 

 

http://davidsortino.blogs.pressdemocrat.com/10221/brain-research-and-cursive-writing/
https://www.intechopen.com/books/dyslexia-a-comprehensive-and-international-approach/the-contribution-of-handwriting-and-spelling-remediation-to-overcoming-dyslexia
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23831432
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23831432
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23831432
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fnhum.2014.00155/full
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27431360


What is autism?  

People with autism have said that the world to them is a mass of people, places and events which they struggle 

to make sense of, which can cause them considerable stress and anxiety. In particular, understanding and 

relating to other people and taking part in everyday family and social life may be harder for them. Many people 

appear to know, intuitively, how to communicate and interact with each other, while people with autism might 

find this particularly difficult. Autism is a lifelong developmental disability. It is part of the ‘autism spectrum’ and 

can also be referred to as an autism spectrum disorder, or an ASD. The word ‘spectrum’ is used because, 

while all people with autism share three main areas of difficulty, their condition may affect them in very 

different ways. The three main areas of difficulty which all children and young people on the autism spectrum 

share are:  

 difficulty with social communication  

 difficulty with social interaction  

 difficulty with social imagination.  

This is known as the triad of impairments. Autism is an ‘invisible’ disability – you cannot necessarily tell 

someone has it from looking at them. Parents of children with autism often say that people simply 

think their child is naughty.  

 

Difficulty with social communication  

Children and young people on the autism spectrum may have difficulties with both verbal and non-verbal 

communication. Some may have a very literal understanding of language, thinking people always mean exactly 

what they say, or find it difficult to express themselves emotionally and socially. They may find it difficult to use 

or understand:  

 gestures, facial expressions or tone of voice  

 jokes and sarcasm  

 common phrases and sayings, such as ‘Watch yourself!’ which might be used to warn someone against 

a nearby hazard, but taken literally as an instruction telling the person to look at themselves.  

Whilst some may be non-verbal and choose to use alternative means of communication, others may have good 

language skills but find it hard to understand the give-and-take nature of conversations. They may repeat what 

the other person has just said (known as echolalia) or not recognise when the other person is bored.  

 

Difficulty with social interaction  

People with autism often have difficulty recognising or understanding other people’s emotions and feelings, and 

expressing their own. This can make it more difficult for them to fit in socially. Many children and young 

people with autism will want to be sociable, but have difficulty with initiating and sustaining friendships. They 

may:  

 not understand normal social behaviour, which is intuitive for others – for example, they may stand 

too close to their peers or start what may be considered to be an inappropriate subject of 

conversation  

 appear to be insensitive because they have not recognised how someone else is feeling  

 prefer to spend more time alone than with others  

 not seek comfort in expected ways or become withdrawn, disinterested and appear aloof  

 appear to behave ‘strangely’ or not according to social expectations. 

 

Difficulty with social imagination  

Social imagination allows us to understand and predict other people’s behaviour, make sense of abstract ideas 

and to predict and adapt to change. Difficulties with social imagination must not be confused with a lack of 

imagination. Many children and young people on the autism spectrum can be very creative. Difficulty with 

social imagination means that people with autism can find it hard to:  

 understand and interpret other people’s thoughts, feelings and actions  

 predict what will or could happen next  

 understand the concept of danger, for example that leaving a safe playground and running onto a busy 

road may pose a threat to them  



 engage in social imaginative play and activities - children with autism may appear to be taking part in 

imaginative play, but could be repeatedly acting out scenes  

 prepare for change  

 cope in new or unfamiliar situations. 

 

Need for routine  

Children and young people with autism often prefer to have their own fixed routine as it helps them to make 

sense of the world around them. It can be more helpful for them to use a routine they have created 

themselves or which has been mutually agreed, rather than one which has been imposed on them for 

convenience. Rules and rituals can also be important and it may be difficult for a person with autism to take a 

new approach to something. Children and young people on the autism spectrum will cope better with change 

if they are prepared for it in advance.  

 

Sensory sensitivities  

Children and young people with autism may experience some form of sensory sensitivity. This can occur in 

one or more of the seven senses – sight, sound, smell, touch, taste, balance and body awareness. Their senses 

can be intensified (hypersensitive) or under-sensitive (hyposensitive). The degree of difficulty varies from one 

individual to another and according to other factors such as mood and levels of stress and stimuli. For 

example, a child or young person with autism may find certain background sounds, which their peers are able 

to ignore or block out, unbearably loud or distracting. This can cause stress and anxiety or even physical pain 

and may affect their behaviour in the school environment. People who are hyposensitive may not feel pain or 

extremes of temperature. Some may rock, spin or flap their hands to stimulate sensation, to help with balance 

and posture or to deal with stress. This can make them appear odd and they stand out to those without 

understanding. Some people may have a hyposensitive body awareness system, making it harder for them to 

navigate rooms and avoid obstructions or stand at an appropriate distance from others. They may appear to 

be clumsy and have difficulty carrying out ‘fine motor’ tasks such as handwriting and tying shoelaces. 

 

Highly-focused interests  

Many children and young people with autism have intense interests. These can change over time or be lifelong, 

and can be anything from Lego, animals or a particular TV programme to trains, music or computers. Some 

may eventually be able to work or study in related areas. Highly-focused interests can often be used to 

differentiate a given piece of work so that it motivates that child or young person to learn. They can also be 

used as a focus for a reward chart or system.  

 

Learning disabilities  

People with autism may have learning disabilities, which can affect all aspects of their lives, from studying in 

school to learning how to carry out basic personal care. As with autism, people can have different ‘degrees’ of 

learning disability, so some may be able to live fairly independently with support, while others may require 

lifelong and specialist support. However, all children and young people with autism can, and do, learn and 

develop with the right sort of support.  

 

Asperger syndrome (AS)  

Asperger syndrome is a form of autism. Children and young people with Asperger syndrome have fewer 

problems with language and are often of average, or above average, intelligence. They do not usually have 

accompanying learning disabilities, but may have a specific learning difficulty. Whilst not necessarily needing 

academic support, children and young people with Asperger syndrome will need consistent and focused 

guidance with the social aspects of school life. For further information, see www.autism.org.uk/asperger.  

 

Pathological Demand Avoidance (PDA)  

Children and young people with PDA share difficulties with others on the autism spectrum in social aspects of 

interaction, communication and imagination. However, the central difficulty for people with PDA is the way 

they are driven to avoid demands and expectations. This is because they have an anxiety-based need to be in 

control. Children and young people with PDA seem to have better social understanding and communication 

http://www.autism.org.uk/asperger


skills than others on the spectrum and are able to use this to their advantage. For further information please 

see www.autism.org.uk/pda and www.pdasociety.org.uk.  

 

Other conditions sometimes associated with autism  

These include attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) (www.autism.org.uk/adhd), dyslexia 

(www.nhs.uk/Conditions/Dyslexia) and dyspraxia (www.dyspraxiafoundation.org.uk/about-dyspraxia). 

 

Recognising autism  

Pupils on the autism a spectrum may: 

 have obsessions  

 experience anxiety  

 lack awareness of danger  

 show ritualistic or repetitive play and behaviour, such as always lining toys up in a particular order  

 have inappropriate eye contact  

 have difficulty with communicating (some children may not talk at all)  

 not draw others' attention to objects or events  

 have difficulty relating to others - making and keeping friendships  

 have difficulty with engaging in imaginative play (although this may not be the case for children with 

Pathological Demand Avoidance)  

 resist change or dislike doing things differently  

 be hypersensitive or hyposensitive to sound, light or other sensory input  

 enjoy spinning objects 

 flap their hands  

 behave in a self-injurious way, for example biting, pinching, kicking or pica (putting inedible items in the 

mouth) 

 behave aggressively towards other children due to underlying anxieties or sensory sensitivities.  

 appear to be of an average or above average intelligence, but unable to use it academically  

 

A child does not need to show all these signs to be diagnosed as being on the autism spectrum and some 

children who do not have autism may exhibit some of these behaviours. Children and young people with 

autism can display different behaviour at home to when they are at school. This is often because of underlying 

anxiety that has built throughout the school day. They feel comfortable within their home environment and 

know that they are fully accepted. Here is where they are able to release any frustrations they have been 

feeling at school. 

GIRLS are often undiagnosed in the primary years and a fascinating video of Professor Tony Attwood talking 

about this topic is available via https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wfOHnt4PMFo.  

 

 

http://www.pdasociety.org.uk/
http://www.autism.org.uk/adhd
http://www.nhs.uk/Conditions/Dyslexia
http://www.dyspraxiafoundation.org.uk/about-dyspraxia
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wfOHnt4PMFo


INTERNET SAFETY FOR 9 – 12 YEAR OLDS 

A reminder that the BBC has an internet safety website aimed at 9 to 12-year-olds. Its aim is to help children 

develop confidence and resilience in the digital space and to become “happy, healthy and creative digital 

citizens”. It offers a range of empowering tips, insight, stories and advice. Go to www.bbc.co.uk/ownit for 

more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORLD BOOK DAY ACTIVITIES 

Thank you to all the parents and other family members who were able to attend for our reading event 

yesterday – this was thoroughly enjoyed by the children! Those children wearing costumes looked fabulous – I 

have attached a few of our photos.  

 

 

    
 

READATHON 

We have launched our sponsored ‘Readathon’ It will run until Friday 20th March.  (ParentMail contained full 

details). The children are very excited to "get reading" and raise as much as money as they can for sick 

children to have the opportunity to enjoy the magic of books as much as they do! 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/ownit


Y1/2 VISIT TO WINDSOR CASTLE 

Despite the bad weather, the visit to Windsor Castle was well worth the effort for the amount that the 

children learnt about Kings and Queens of the past.  

   
 

   



 
 

VIRUS MEASURES 

We are currently receiving daily updates from Public Health England about the coronavirus and have already 

tightened up our procedures for hand washing as well as using hand sanitizer before eating. There are also 

posters in each room reminding children of good hygiene. However, we have noticed that there are a number 

of children who do not currently have their own water bottle in school and who have been therefore using 

some hard plastic cups, kept as spares, by the sinks. We will be removing these to avoid cross-contamination 

but urge parents to check that ALL pupils have a water bottle in school. We do not want children to go 

without water during the day so will have some spare disposable cups – this is not ideal environmentally so we 

will aim to avoid this wherever possible.  

 

CLASS ASSEMBLIES 

Our next three class assemblies are for Toucans (Wednesday 11th March), Hummingbirds (Thursday 12th 

March) and Butterflies (Thursday 19th March) – all at 9.10am in the school hall. 

 

ISSUES IN SCHOOL 

From time to time, issues will arise between pupils, even best friends. We are constantly reinforcing the 

message with children about the difference between CONFLICT (where all parties are equally liable and 

usually equally upset) and BULLYING (where one party will hold all the power). We recently used an assembly 

to address an issue whereby a small minority of children were using threats and calling other children ‘snitches’ 

when they had told a teacher. We have made it very clear to everyone in school that this is unacceptable 

language and reinforces the bullying-type behaviour. We have also clarified the difference between 

REPORTING and TELLING TALES:  

 



If your child does come home with an 

issue, we are happy to hear about it and 

address it at school. However, please be 

aware that you may well be only receiving 

one side of the story and the issue may be 

more complex than your child has initially 

indicated. Please try to find out more 

details about what ALL parties may have 

done and said…. In this way, if you need to 

contact the school, we will have a fuller 

picture of the issue. In addition, if you find 

out that it is conflict between your child 

and another, then you, as well as the 

school, can try to coach the children 

through some appropriate ways to react 

and respond to other pupils which will 

stand them in good stead for any future 

conflict. This is vital to build up resilience 

to the smaller issues in life! 

  

As always, if you feel there is a bullying 

issue, please contact us immediately.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEAD LEARNERS  
 

w/c 24/02/2020 

 

HAVE MADE A 

HEALTHY CHOICE 

 

w/c 02/03/2020 

 

HAVE EATEN A HEALTHY 

BALANCED DIET 
 

  

Butterfly Ollie C Butterfly Jack S 

Flamingo Windsor Trip Flamingo Robin H 

Hummingbird Windsor Trip Hummingbird Sophia B 

Toucan Windsor Trip Toucan Taylah M 

Dolphin Reece E Dolphin Shanza K 

Shark Kubi N Shark Jack H 

Turtle Evie TL Turtle Brianna-Sage S 

Leopard Sebastian F Leopard Henry W 

Lion Amelia A Lion Jordan G 

Tiger Charlie R Tiger Joshua S 

 

 



Reminders….. 

 

CALENDAR 

DATE EVENT 

Tuesday 10th March Y4 Maths Group participation in Challenge at Lambrook 

School 

Wednesday 11th March Toucan Class Assembly 9.10am 

Thursday 12th March Hummingbird Class Assembly 9.10am 

Tuesday 17th March NSPCC – Stay Safe Assembly & workshops 

Tuesday 17th March YR & KS1 Movie Night 3.30pm – 5.15pm (date changed) 

Thursday 19th March Butterfly Class Assembly 9.10am 

Friday 20th March Mothers & Loved Ones activity afternoon in YR  

Tuesday 24th March Rocksteady Assembly at 9.10am & Junior Choir 2.50 pm 

Wednesday 25th March KS2 Movie Night 3.30pm – 5pm 

Tuesday 31st March Y3/4 Performance to school 

Wednesday 1st April Y3/4 Performance to parents @ 1.45pm 

Thursday 2nd April Y3/4 Performance to parents @ 6.15pm 

Friday 3rd April Last day of Spring term 

W/c Monday 6th April to Friday 17th April Easter Holiday 

Monday 20th April First day of Summer term 

Tuesday 21st April Parent Consultations 4 – 6.30pm 

Wednesday 22nd April Parent Consultations 4 – 6.30pm  

Monday 27th till Wednesday 29th April Y4 History Residential to Ufton Court 

W/c 4th May – 22nd May Y2 testing 

Tuesday 5th May Class Photographs 

Friday 8th May Bank Holiday 

W/c Monday 11th May KS2 SATs week (Y6) 

Thursday 14th May PTA Disco 

W/c 18th May Portals to the Past – Yr 5/6 

W/c Monday 25th May May Half term holiday 

Friday 5th June Break the Rules Day 

W/c Monday 8th June Y1 phonics testing 

Thursday 2nd July Y6 to Y7 transition day at Frogmore Community College 

Friday 3rd July Sports Day 

Monday 6th July Y5/6 Performance to school (pm) 

Tuesday 7th July 5/6 production to parents (pm) 

Wednesday 8th July Possible Induction Day for Yateley Secondary 

Evening performance Y5/6 

Thursday 9th July Possible Induction Day for Yateley Secondary 

Friday 10th July Y5/6 trip to Paultons Park 

Monday 13th July Reserve date for Sports Day 

Tuesday 14th July Cluster Art Exhibition (hosted by Hawley Primary) 

Friday 17th July Last day of Summer term. Finish at 1pm 

NB 20th, 21st and 22nd July All INSET days. No children in school.  

Monday 7th September New School Year starts for pupils 

Tuesday 15th September Frogmore Community College Taster Day & Open Evening 

 

 

              
           

Email: adminoffice@potleyhill.hants.sch.uk www.potleyhill.hants.sch.uk
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